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church’s membership rapidly expanded and,
today, worship is held at the Shiloh Baptist
Church, 8310 Turning Leaf Lane in McLean.

Rev. Dr. Robert F. Cheeks, Jr. currently
leads the congregation in worship and pro-
gramming and, following the recent adoption
of a new ministry strategy, Shiloh has suc-
cessfully increased its outreach to the wider
community and has grown stronger in its fel-
lowship. | am pleased to join with them in
celebrating this joyous occasion and recog-
nizing 140 years of dedicated service to the
McLean community and the greater Wash-
ington metropolitan area.

| wish Rev. Cheeks and the greater Shiloh
Baptist Church family all the best as they con-
tinue to undertake the Lord’s work, and thank
them for 140 years of service to our commu-
nity.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. GRACE MENG

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 19, 2013

Ms. MENG. Mr. Speaker, on September 18,
2013, | mistakenly voted “aye” on rollcall vote
471. | meant to vote “nay” on the National
Strategic and Critical Minerals Protection Act
(H.R. 761).

——————

HONORING THE SERVICE OF MR.
THIERRY PORTE

HON. THOMAS E. PETRI

OF WISCONSIN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 19, 2013

Mr. PETRI. Mr. Speaker, | want to applaud
the work of the Japan-U.S. Friendship Com-
mission, CULCON (U.S,-Japan Conference on
Educational and Cultural Interchange) and the
United States—Japan Bridging Foundation on
the occasion of their upcoming meetings in
Washington, D.C., and for their ongoing work
in support of a strong U.S.—Japan relationship.

| am especially honored to recognize the
outstanding leadership of Mr. Thierry Porté,
who has served the American people for six
years as Chairman of the Japan-United
States Friendship Commission and CULCON,
and as Vice Chairman of the United States—
Japan Bridging Foundation.

The Japan-U.S. Friendship Commission, a
Federal agency established in 1975, awards
grants supporting Japanese studies and edu-
cational, artistic, cultural and intellectual ex-
changes between the two nations. CULCON,
established in 1962, is a bi-national advisory
panel to the U.S. and Japanese governments
ensuring that the best of new ideas are imple-
mented as operational programs. CULCON
also facilitates collaborations and partnership
with other U.S.-Japan organizations. The
United States—Japan Bridging Foundation was
established in 1999 as a byproduct of the ef-
forts of CULCON and the Commission. The
Bridging Foundation is a self-sustaining
501(c)(3) nonprofit promoting educational and
cultural exchanges. Collectively, these three
organizations have been advancing and
strengthening the vital educational and cultural
foundations of the U.S.—Japan relationship.
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Mr. Porté’s enthusiastic and dedicated lead-
ership has been instrumental in the success of
all three organizations. In the field of art and
culture, Mr. Porté has been a staunch sup-
porter of the Japan-U.S. Friendship Commis-
sion’s U.S.—Japan Creative Artists’ Fellowship
program that sends American artists to Japan
for three months to collaborate with colleagues
in their field. In spite of challenging financial
circumstances, the Commission supported the
continuation of this 30 year-old program
whose impact reverberates as the artists con-
tinue their work with knowledge gained in
Japan and working with their Japanese col-
laborators.

Mr. Porté has also been a strong supporter
of Japanese studies in the United States. He
has helped sustain funding for this field with
support for projects such as the North Amer-
ican Coordinating Council of Japanese Library
Resources (NCC). The NCC creates programs
and online services to support the research
needs of the field of Japanese studies and for
users with any interest in Japan, anywhere.

The bedrock of the U.S.—Japan partnership
is the close bond between our people, which
remains the greatest resource for our Alliance.
Student exchanges have been an important
vehicle for nurturing the bonds between Japan
and the United States. In this context, edu-
cational and cultural exchanges between
Japan and the United States have been vital
in building the strong partnership that exists
today. At the same time, student exchanges
help Japan and the United States to address
the global challenges as partners with shared
values, and enhance the global competitive-
ness of both countries. ]

To jointly address these issues, Mr. Porte,
as Chairman of CULCON, spearheaded the
work of a bi-national Education Task Force to
examine trends in bilateral student exchanges
and to make recommendations to leaders in
both nations towards an ambitious goal: Dou-
ble the number of U.S. and Japanese students
studying in each other’s country by 2020. The
Educational Task Force, which is made up of
government, private sector (nonprofit and for
profit), and academic leaders from each coun-
try, has examined trends in bilateral student
exchanges, and made recommendations to
leaders in both nations on ways to revitalize
and invigorate U.S.—Japan educational ex-
changes. Through Mr. Porté’s leadership, the
Task Force is making great strides in improv-
ing the quality and quantity of student ex-
changes.

Throughout his tenure as Chairman of the
Commission, Mr. Porté has worked with the
leaders of several professional organizations
to support educational needs in Japan. In this
regard, Mr. Porté supported efforts by Teach
for Japan to help train Japan’s most promising
leaders to have an immediate impact on stu-
dent achievement and develop these leaders
into a national movement for educational
change.

Mr. Porté has also been a staunch sup-
porter of the United States—Japan Bridging
Foundation as it expands opportunities for
American undergraduate students to study in
Japan. | applaud the Bridging Foundation for
its work as a public-private partnership to raise
over $4 million and award over 1,000 scholar-
ships to American students since its inception.

In short, the Japan-U.S. Friendship Com-
mission, CULCON and the U.S.-Japan Bridg-
ing Foundation have made great strides in
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promoting a strong and healthy U.S.-Japan
relationship through the inspired leadership of
Mr. Thierry Porté.

On behalf of the Congressional Members
serving as Commissioners of the Japan-U.S.
Friendship Commission—Senator LISA MUR-
KOWSKI, Senator JAY ROCKEFELLER, Congress-
man JIM MCDERMOTT, and myself—I would
like to express our deepest gratitude for these
contributions and assure Mr. Porté and his
colleagues that the positive results of their
hard work will be felt for years to come.

————
IN RECOGNITION OF WOUNDED
WARRIOR FELLOW EDWARD
RELLA
HON. SANFORD D. BISHOP, JR.
OF GEORGIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, September 19, 2013

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to pay tribute to an outstanding member
of my staff, Mr. Edward Rella. Ed joined my
office in March of 2012 through the U.S.
House of Representatives’ Wounded Warrior
Program. After a successful and productive
fellowship, Ed will be moving on and his last
day with my office will be Friday, September
20, 2013.

A native of New Jersey, Ed served as an
Armored Crewman in the U.S. Army and
served tours of duty in Kuwait and Bosnia.
During his successful military career, Ed was
awarded three Army Achievement Medals, two
Army Good Conduct Medals, two Armed
Forces Expeditionary Medals and a National
Defense Service Medal.

| was honored to have the opportunity to
participate in the Wounded Warrior Program
and have Ed join my Albany District Office last
year. Since 2008, the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives has operated and funded the
Wounded Warrior Program, offering full-time,
two-year fellowships to veterans who have
served on active duty since September 11,
2001, have a 30% or greater VA disability rat-
ing and less than 20 years of service. Vet-
erans accepted into the program are em-
ployed by a House office to gain skills and
work experience that will assist them as they
transition to full-time, civilian employment.

As Ranking Member of the Appropriations
Subcommittee on Military Construction, Vet-
erans Affairs, and Related Agencies, it is im-
portant to me to have the insight, knowledge,
and services that only a Veteran can provide
and Ed has been an outstanding asset to my
office. He has served as a caseworker on Vet-
erans issues and military affairs-related mat-
ters. He has represented my office very capa-
bly at numerous events and made a number
of presentations on my behalf. | have received
extremely positive feedback from my constitu-
ents and veterans organizations about his per-
formance and constituent service.

Ed is an example of public service at its fin-
est and his work on military and Veterans
issues, his first-hand knowledge of these
issues, and his advocacy on behalf of the vet-
erans of Georgia’s Second Congressional Dis-
trict have been invaluable to my office. Ed has
a tremendous work ethic and has gone above
and beyond the highest standards expected
from a Wounded Warrior Fellow. Truly, Ed is
not just a member of my staff; | am proud to
call him a friend.
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Ed’'s service to his country and his commu-
nity are but a small testimony of the high cal-
iber of character that he embodies. He is kind,
funny and friendly to everyone. One of the
things | admire most about Ed is his never-
ending positivity. Even in the most difficult and
stressful times, he will find a way to make
anyone laugh.

Ed has a big personality to match his big
heart and we will certainly miss having him on
the staff. We have grown accustomed to hear-
ing his favorite sayings: “Sharing is caring,”
and “It's all good.” He likes to think he can
dance and will try to dance to anything with a
good beat. He loves fried chicken and is
hooked on the delicious fried chicken offered
in the Albany area.

Ed has accomplished many things in his life
but none of this would have been possible
without the enduring love and support of his
loving wife, Tracey, and his wonderful chil-
dren, Taylor, Edward and Sydney.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join my
wife, Vivian, and me, along with my Congres-
sional staff and the more than 700,000 people
in Georgia’s 2”I Congressional District, in rec-
ognizing, commending and extending our sin-
cerest appreciation to Edward Rella for all of
the meaningful work he has done for our fine
District.

—————

TRIBUTE TO EAGLE SCOUT DANE
ANDERSEN

HON. TOM LATHAM

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 19, 2013

Mr. LATHAM. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize and congratulate Dane Andersen of
Boy Scout Troop 98 in Johnston, lowa for
achieving the rank of Eagle Scout.

The Eagle Scout rank is the highest ad-
vancement rank in scouting. Only about five
percent of Boy Scouts earn the Eagle Scout
Award. The award is a performance-based
achievement with high standards that have
been well-maintained for more than a century.

To earn the Eagle Scout rank, a Boy Scout
is obligated to pass specific tests that are or-
ganized by requirements and merit badges, as
well as completing an Eagle Project to benefit
the community. For his project, Dane raised
more than $2500 and invested more than 240
hours to beautify the lowa Primate Learning
Sanctuary in Des Moines. Mr. Andersen
oversaw the construction of a berm with 18
tons of dirt, planting 78 plants, painting the
guardhouse and installing a new mailbox. Be-
cause the project was done on time and under
budget, Dane and his volunteers were also
able to provide a concrete base and footings
for a future entrance sign. The work ethic
Dane has shown in his Eagle Project and
every other project leading up to his Eagle
Scout rank speaks volumes of his commitment
to serving a cause greater than himself and
assisting his community.

Mr. Speaker, the example set by this young
man and his supportive family demonstrates
the rewards of hard work, dedication and per-
severance. | am honored to represent Dane
and his family in the United States Congress.
| know that all of my colleagues in the House
will join me in congratulating him on reaching
the rank of Eagle Scout, and | wish him con-
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tinued success in his future education and ca-
reer.

HONORING ANNA SOLLEY ED. D.
ON RECEIVING VALLE DEL SOL’S
LATINO ADVOCACY CHAMPION
AWARD

HON. ED PASTOR

OF ARIZONA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 19, 2013

Mr. PASTOR of Arizona. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize Dr. Anna Solley for receiv-
ing the Latino Advocacy Champion Award at
Valle del Sol's 23rd annual Profiles of Success
Celebration on September 6, 2013. Valle del
Sol takes pride in honoring individuals that
take Arizona to new heights with their deeds
and service for others. Dr. Anna Solley has
accomplished this as a champion for edu-
cation by empowering others, enabling
change, and promoting diversity.

Dr. Solley has worked in higher education
for thirty-six years and currently serves as
President of Phoenix College. She is com-
mitted to providing access to higher education
to a diverse student population and strength-
ening educational attainment among Latino
students in the Phoenix metro area. One ex-
ample of Dr. Solley’s leadership is through her
invaluable work in a partnership between
Phoenix College, the City of Phoenix, and the
Phoenix Union High School district. This part-
nership works to engage Latino youth at dif-
ferent points in their education, with the goal
of increasing the number of students that earn
postsecondary credentials by 20 percent over
a six-year period.

Born in Nogales, Arizona, Dr. Solley had a
big dream for a small-town girl, of making a
difference in the lives of others. Throughout
her career in higher education, Dr. Solley has
exemplified this commitment to serving others
by helping thousands of others accomplish
their dreams and inspiring students to be sig-
nificant contributors to their communities.

Dr. Anna Solley also currently serves on the
National Community College Hispanic Council
Board, the Arizona Commission for Postsec-
ondary Education, the Phoenix Community Al-
liance Board, and the St. Joseph’s Hospital
Community Advisory Board.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in recognizing Dr. Solley for receiving Valle del
Sol’s Latino Advocacy Champion Award and
her continued service to the Phoenix commu-
nity.

———

HONORING PROFESSOR WILLIAM
GORDON MCcLAIN III

HON. ALCEE L. HASTINGS

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 19, 2013

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Mr. Speaker, on
September 6, 2013, Professor William Gordon
McLain Ill lost his 19-month long battle with
lung cancer. On that day, the world lost a
champion for the powerless and a brilliant
legal mind. Will, as he was known and distin-
guished from his first born son, Wiliam G.
MclLain, IV, was not unaccustomed to battles.
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He confronted his cancer diagnosis with the
same ferocity, toughness, and wry humor that
he exhibited in every fight, especially his life-
long battle to make the ideals of equality and
justice under the law a reality for all.

Born and raised in McComb, Mississippi, in
1945, Will, an only child, lost his father who
was also a lawyer, at an early age. But the die
had been cast—the quest for justice was in
his blood. Fueled by memories of his father
and his lovingly feisty mother, Doris “Cleo”
McLain, Will pursued his undergraduate edu-
cation at Tulane University in his beloved sec-
ond home, New Orleans, Louisiana. Although
he entered the legal profession later than
most, graduating from the Antioch School of
Law in 1983 at the age of 38, Will lost little
time throwing himself behind causes he be-
lieved in, no matter how unpopular. Indeed,
some would say that the less popular an issue
of Constitutional justice, government excess or
fundamental fairness became, the more Will
was compelled to stand up for it or fight
against it. Will surprised many of his liberal
friends with his dogged defense of an individ-
ual's right to bear arms under the Second
Amendment—but that was him, consistent,
principled, smart, and especially happy when
he could shock folks a little. Clarence Darrow
liked to call himself the “Attorney for the
Damned”—well, in our lifetimes that was Will
McLain.

| first met Will in the late 1980s when he
joined the legal team assembled by my chief
counsel, University of Miami Professor Terry
Anderson, to represent me in an ongoing im-
peachment proceeding before the U.S. House
of Representatives, a body in which | now
serve. Will quickly became an indispensable
member of my defense. He continued working
behind the scenes providing invaluable stra-
tegic advice and exhaustive legal research in
the federal case that ultimately declared that
my impeachment and Senate trial were in vio-
lation of due process. | am told that he found
that legal victory and my subsequent election
to Congress gleefully gratifying. | will be for-
ever grateful for his contribution.

Many others are indebted to Will for his pas-
sion to serve the disadvantaged and power-
less in society. He worked tirelessly—often
without compensation or recognition—on be-
half of death row inmates and other criminal
defendants who faced trumped up charges or
other government abuses. He deplored racism
and homophobia and provided legal counsel
to those who were victimized by discrimina-
tion. Will was also a staunch advocate for the
freedom of the press. Together with his life-
long friend and colleague, Professor Tom
Mack, Will successfully represented a jour-
nalist against the threat of compelled disclo-
sure of a source. Most recently, he also asso-
ciated with his former law student, and then
soon to be son-in-law, Stephen Mercer, head
of the Maryland Public Defender's forensics
unit, to devise challenges to state and federal
practices that allowed the warrantless collec-
tion of DNA of persons who are not convicted
of a crime.

Will was very disappointed by the ruling of
the U.S. Supreme Court in June 2013 that au-
thorized those practices. But he was also en-
couraged that the 5-4 decision united arch-
conservative and liberal Justices in dissent. In
his view, that combination holds promise that
someday fourth amendment protection will be
extended to arrestees and end this practice.
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