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years old on September 2, 2013. Pastor Walk-
er was born and raised on St. Croix in the
U.S. Virgin Islands to the late Mary Matilda
Henry and Austin Nesbitt. In honor of Pastor
Walker's 70th birthday, | acknowledge her
many contributions to the island of St. Croix.
Pastor Walker is a lifelong business woman,
culture bearer and community religious leader.

As a young female entrepreneur, she
opened and managed several businesses in
Frederiksted, St. Croix including the Palm Gar-
dens and West Haven restaurants and the
Frederiksted Bookkeeping and Secretarial
Services. Prior to opening her own business,
she worked as an Office Manager for the larg-
est woman-owned business on St. Croix—
Abramson Enterprises.

Pastor Walker is one of the Virgin Islands
foremost culture bearers having co-founded
the St. Croix Heritage Dancers, Inc. in 1981
where she served as the quadrille dance
group’s first Treasurer. Pastor Walker was
also Treasurer for the St. Croix Festival Com-
mittee for many years. A gifted alto, Pastor
Walker was a leading member of the
Frederiksted Moravian Church Choir.

Pastor Walker is a prominent member of the
religious community on St. Croix. An ordained
minister and Christian education teacher, she
was a congregation member of the Holy Ghost
Deliverance Ministries where she was or-
dained in 1990. She was also ordained into
the Ministerial Fellowship of the World Harvest
Church in Columbus, Ohio. Pastor Walker is
the Founder and Pastor of the Gospel Tent
Ministries and an associate member of the
International Third World Leaders Association.
She has served as the Territorial Representa-
tive for Morris Cerullo World Evangelism and
their Global Satellite Network. Pastor Walker
was Treasurer for the St. Croix Ministerial As-
sociation and also served as President for the
Frederiksted Moravian Church Women’s Fel-
lowship. She is the author of the acclaimed
study manual entitled Forgiven and Forgiving:
Your Doorway to Freedom.

Claudia Walker was a prominent Virgin Is-
lands public servant. She was office manager
for several Virgin Islands Senators including
Senator Cleone Creque Maynard, Senator
Douglas Canton, Senator Edgar Isles, Senator
Luz James and Senator Alicia Hansen. Pastor
Walker also served the Virgin Islands govern-
ment for many years as Business Manager at
the Department of Licensing and Consumer
Affairs.

She lovingly raised a family of three chil-
dren, and has four grandchildren, and three
great-grandchildren.

| ask my colleagues to join me in congratu-
lating Pastor Walker on this milestone. | thank
her for her many contributions to the island of
St. Croix and the U.S. Virgin Islands and | join
her friends and family in celebration as we pay
tribute to her on her 70th birthday. Pastor
Claudia Walker is the very best St. Croix and
the U.S. Virgin Islands has to offer, and | wish
her good health and continued happiness.

————

SEEKING A VIABLE U.N. PATH
FORWARD ON SYRIA

HON. RUSH HOLT

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 19, 2013

Mr. HOLT. Mr. Speaker, | would like to offer
for the record and the benefit of my col-
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leagues a recent op-ed in the Huffington Post
by international affairs expert Jeffrey Laurenti.
It outlines a sound broader approach to bring-
ing the tragic civil war in Syria to an end. Al-
though some of the circumstances have
changed since he wrote this piece, the wis-
dom of his analysis and recommendation still
shows.

[From the Huffington Post, Sept. 12, 2013]
SEEKING A VIABLE U.N. PATH FORWARD ON
SYRIA
(By Jeffrey Laurenti)

Public consternation in the United States
and abroad about President Obama’s planned
‘“‘targeted, limited, and effective” punitive
strike against Syria confirms the wisdom of
his overall approach to the Syrian crisis the
past two years.

In facing down the caws from Washington
hawks for arming rebels, bombing missile
sites, and trying to impose no-fly zone,
Obama has gauged perfectly what Ameri-
cans—and the world—expected of him: re-
straint. As he acknowledged last week, ‘I
was elected to end wars, not start them.”

The apparent large-scale use of chemical
weapons by the forces of Syrian president
Bashar al-Assad certainly adds a new factor
to the calculus, both for Obama’s personal
credibility and international concerns about
weapons of mass destruction. It may be
enough to sway a critical margin in the Con-
gress to let the president proceed with his
planned strike, which we would have to hope
might accomplish its objective without wid-
ening the war.

But there is a good chance the public and
Congress will remain immovable and reject
any kind of military involvement in Syria.
With the prudent counsel that St. Luke
(14:32) recorded for political leaders facing
possible defeat, the president’s team should
already be working now on Plan B: an ambi-
tious effort to shut down the Syrian civil
war altogether.

Perhaps the administration conceives air
strikes as the lever to push the Syrian re-
sistance to the long-promised negotiating
table with Assad’s government. That might
be a plausible strategy for wresting peace
from the jaws of wider war. But even if this
is the game plan, the administration should
be laying the groundwork now for the diplo-
matic dénouement to come—which might
even help it on Capitol Hill—in the U.N. Se-
curity Council.

Ah, the United Nations. The institution
whose resolutions—and, by extension, whose
Charter restrictions on the use of force—
Obama seemed to dismiss last week as
“‘hocus pocus,’” delighting his right-wing en-
emies and shocking the political support
base at home that won him his party’s nomi-
nation and the many publics abroad that had
cheered his election.

(Those most shocked presumably include
the Nobel Committee that awarded him its
Peace Prize in 2009 for having ‘‘created a new
climate in international politics . . ., with
emphasis on the role that the United Nations
and other international institutions can
play,” with ‘‘dialogue and negotiations . . .,
preferred as instruments for resolving even
the most difficult international conflicts.”’)

Ambassador Samantha Power, a com-
mitted multilateralist now representing
America at the United Nations, last week de-
clared, ‘‘there is no viable path forward in
this Security Council.” If the path we want
the Security Council to travel is authorizing
a U.S. military strike against Syrian govern-
ment forces for the grotesque use of chem-
ical weapons, she is likely right that Russia
and China would vote no.

But even so, simply securing a nine-vote
council majority would itself indicate to the
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Congress and American people that the red
line that U.S. action would be upholding is
the world’s, not just Obama’s. And it would
justify a General Assembly call for limited
military action, giving the gold-standard
international legitimation when discord
paralyzes the Security Council.

Perhaps those votes are just not there.
President Bush abandoned the effort to win a
Security Council majority for his planned in-
vasion of Iraq when he couldn’t get more
than four votes. But that was surely the ca-
nary in the mineshaft in 2003, warning
against what proved to be a disastrous war.

There is another viable path that the
United States could usefully pursue right
now, taking advantage of both the shock of
the Ghouta gas attack and the fears of a U.S.
strike’s unintended consequences. It could
take a page from the Security Council’s first
successful initiative as the Cold War wound
down: its Resolution 598 that forced an end
to the Iran-Iraq war (in which, coinciden-
tally, Iraqi gas attacks against Iranians also
figured).

These might be core elements of such an
initiative:

A demand for an immediate ceasefire by
all forces in Syria—the government and the
various insurgent factions—with a short
deadline for compliance;

Imposition of full-spectrum sanctions, es-
pecially on arms, on any party that refuses
to comply with the cease-fire;

A summons to the Damascus authorities,
the Syrian National Council, and other rel-
evant parties to attend the much-postponed
Kerry-Lavrov-Brahimi peace conference, to
be convened within 30 days, and to negotiate
in good faith;

Dispatch of a capably sized United Nations
ceasefire monitoring force to oversee the
ceasefire, investigate and report violations,
and protect U.N. weapons inspectors;

Establishment of a U.N. commission of in-
quiry to determine responsibility for the
Ghouta attack and any other reported chem-
ical weapons use, with a demand that the
government and, in rebel-dominated terri-
tory, insurgent groups permit full, unfet-
tered access for U.N. weapons inspectors to
undertake their investigation of sites of al-
leged attacks—much as Resolution 598 cre-
ated a commission to certify officially who
had started the Iran-Iraq war (surprise con-
clusion: Saddam);

Referral of the commission’s findings of re-
sponsibility for chemical weapons use to the
International Criminal Court, or less ideally
an internationally vetted Syrian tribunal,
for criminal prosecution;

A demand that Syria declare to U.N. in-
spectors its chemical weapons stocks for
their provisional surveillance;

A reaffirmation of the need to kick-start
the delayed conference on elimination of
weapons of mass destruction from the Middle
East that was promised at the 2010 nuclear
nonproliferation treaty review conference.

It does not help President Obama’s global
credibility for Washington to appear to dis-
dain the U.N. inspectors’ pending report—es-
pecially when his one Western partner,
France, now insists on waiting for it And it
is certainly awkward for the president to
hold the moral high ground when the pope is
leading prayer vigils and writing to world
leaders decrying the planned attack.

It may be that the world community
places a thicker red line on unilateral use of
force than on punishing poison gas. All the
more reason for having Plan B in place to
pick up the pieces.
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HONORING SERGEANT JOHN F.
BAKER, JR.

HON. CHERI BUSTOS

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 19, 2013

Mrs. BUSTOS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
talk about John F. Baker Jr. of Moline, lllinois.

Sergeant Baker was awarded the Medal of
Honor during the Vietham War for heroically
rescuing wounded soldiers from an ambush
and leading a daring counterassault. The
Medal of Honor is our nation’s highest military
honor and is awarded for personal acts of
valor that go well above and beyond the call
of duty.

He was accepted by the Army during the
Vietham War. As a side note, the Marine
Corps said he was an inch too short. Remem-
ber that when | tell you that it was Sergeant
Baker's strength that helped him save the
lives of his fellow soldiers.

Sergeant Baker’s unit was tasked with rein-
forcing a group of American soldiers pinned
down in Vietnam, close to the Cambodian bor-
der. About 3,000 Vietnamese had taken cover
in the surrounding brush. As the U.S. soldiers
advanced, the lead scout was shot and killed,
and the jungle erupted in enemy fire.

Sergeant Baker ran toward the front and
helped destroy two enemy bunkers. Although
he was blown off his feet by an enemy gre-
nade, he willed his own recovery enough to
make repeated trips through fire and smoke to
evacuate wounded American soldiers, who
were much bigger than he was. By the end of
the hours-long conflict, his uniform was
soaked in the blood of his fellow soldiers. In
all, Sergeant Baker was credited with recov-
ering eight fallen U.S. soldiers, destroying six
bunkers and killing at least 10 enemies.

Sergeant Baker was honored in our home
state of lllinois and in the Congressional Dis-
trict | serve in 2010 when the Interstate 280
Bridge over the Mississippi River was re-
named the John F. Baker, Jr., Bridge. A
monument also has been dedicated in his
honor, in Rock Island, lllinois. Sergeant Baker
passed away early last year. His family says
they will remember his courage, strength, and
love the most.

Mr. Speaker, | am proud to say that over
the years, my region of lllinois has been the
home to many brave veterans who have
served our country in times of war and peace,
including those who made the ultimate sac-
rifice in defense of our country. The extraor-
dinary courage and selflessness displayed by
Sergeant Baker reflect the greatest credit
upon himself, his unit, the Armed Forces and
our entire nation. For that we will be eternally
grateful. Thank you.

———

RECOGNIZING MR. JAMES
HOLIFIELD

HON. JACKIE WALORSKI

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 19, 2013

Mrs. WALORSKI. Mr. Speaker, today | rise
to recognize and congratulate Mr. James
Holifield of New Carlisle, Indiana, who has
been named Indiana’s Middle School Principal
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of the Year by the Indiana Association of
School Principals. This well-deserved honor
reaffirms Mr. Holifield’s exceptional work in the
field of education.

Mr. Holifield has served as principal at New
Prairie Middle School since 2002. Since that
time, he has spearheaded the creation of the
Alternative to Suspension/Expulsion (ATSE)
Program. This innovative program requires
students to complete daily physical activity
and community service projects and provides
students with one-on-one tutoring and coun-
seling services in lieu of suspension or expul-
sion. This unique approach to discipline has
resulted in a decrease in expulsions and a
lower rate of recidivism.

In addition, Mr. Holifield’s passion for inter-
cultural communication led him to create a
Mandarin language program at New Prairie
Middle School. This program resulted in a
partnership with “sister schools” in Liaoning
Province, China that includes faculty and stu-
dent exchange visits and regular Chinese
guest teachers at New Prairie Middle School.
Mr. Holifield’s innovative program has pro-
vided many students with marketable skills
that can be used in our ever-evolving global
economy. These two achievements are only a
sampling of Mr. Holifield’s contributions to
New Prairie Middle School.

Mr. Speaker, please join me in congratu-
lating Mr. James Holifield for his exemplary
work and impressive accomplishments in the
field of education. Thanks to educators like
Mr. Holifield who take the time to invest in
their students, our children face a brighter fu-
ture filled with greater opportunity. Mr.
Holifield’s work serves as an example not only
to his colleagues but to all Hoosiers, and the
Second District of Indiana is grateful for his
service.

TRIBUTE TO TALIA LEMAN
HON. TOM LATHAM

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 19, 2013

Mr. LATHAM. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize  18-year-old Talia Leman of
Waukee, lowa for her charitable efforts and for
being named one of ten recipients of the 2013
Diller Teen Tikkun Olam Awards. These
awards are presented annually to Jewish
teens who exemplify the Jewish concept of
“repairing the world”.

Talia’s philanthropic spark was first ignited
in 2005, when she chose to trick-or-treat for
change instead of candy in order to raise
money to help those struggling in the after-
math of Hurricane Katrina. Talia successfully
united her classmates into doing the same,
and shortly thereafter her effort garnered na-
tional attention. In the end, 4,000 school dis-
tricts across the United States collectively
raised over $10 million for this effort.

In this altruistic spirit, Talia established the
nonprofit RandomKid. This website provides
youth with the tools and resources they need
to formulate and develop community service
projects by sharing possible ideas, strategies
and funding opportunities. RandomKid has fa-
cilitated the efforts of 12 million youth from 20
countries bringing aid to four continents. Ex-
amples of RandomKid’s reach include funding
for water pumps, school construction, and
medical care.
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Mr. Speaker, | am honored to represent
young lowans like Talia Leman in the United
States Congress. | know that my colleagues in
the House will join me in commending her for
her sincere dedication to helping others and
wishing her continued success well into the fu-
ture.

——————

TRIBUE TO SEN. HARRY F. BYRD,
JR.

HON. ROBERT HURT

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 19, 2013

Mr. HURT. Mr. Speaker, July 30, 2013, Vir-
ginia witnessed the passing of Senator Harry
F. Byrd, Jr., of Virginia. Senator Byrd was a
dedicated public servant and an exemplary fig-
ure in the history of our Commonwealth.

Born in Winchester, Virginia, Senator Byrd
spent his life dedicated to Virginia. He at-
tended both Virginia Military Institute and the
University of Virginia, served our nation during
World War Il, and spent 78 years leading the
Winchester Star, his family’s newspaper. His
36 years of public service as a Virginia Sen-
ator and as a United States Senator set a high
standard for integrity and leadership.

Senator Byrd always provided a strong
voice for limited government and economic
conservatism. He was at the center of many
major policy discussions that shaped the fu-
ture of this country. The late Senator is re-
membered for his positive, bipartisan ap-
proach to the great debates of his time, and
his commitment to fiscal responsibility. During
the 77th Congress, Senator Byrd proposed a
commission to reduce the size and scope of
the federal government. Named after its cre-
ator, the “Byrd Committee” was tasked with
cutting unnecessary federal spending, which
led to billions in savings during its first few
years.

Senator Byrd’s time was marked by great
domestic and international transformation, and
he played a crucial role as a Lieutenant Com-
mander in the Navy, a Virginia and U.S. Sen-
ator, and as a journalist. His many contribu-
tions to the Commonwealth of Virginia and the
nation as a whole will long be remembered.

On behalf of myself, Leader ERIC CANTOR,
and Representatives FRANK WOLF, BoB GOOD-
LATTE, RANDY FORBES, ROB WITTMAN, MORGAN
GRIFFITH, and ScOTT RIGELL, | am honored to
pay tribute to Senator Byrd’s legacy. Our
thoughts and prayers are with his family and
loved ones.

———

HONORING SHILOH BAPTIST
CHURCH

HON. FRANK R. WOLF

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 19, 2013

Mr. WOLF. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to rec-
ognize Shiloh Baptist Church in McLean, Vir-
ginia. Shiloh Baptist Church celebrated its
140th anniversary last week.

Shiloh Baptist Church was founded in 1873
by Rev. Cyrus Carter, a native of Port-au-
Prince, Haiti. The church’s first services were
held at Odrick’s Public School in McLean. The
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