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In the late 1980’s Dr. Moore was instru-

mental in initiating dialogue that eventually 
created district based representation on 
Greensboro’s City Council. This opened the 
door for minority representation on that gov-
erning body. He also served as the first Chair-
man of the 12th Congressional District of 
North Carolina which I am proud to represent. 

Dr. Moore’s accomplishments also include 
the 1988 Man of the Year Award at St. James 
Presbyterian Church (Greensboro, NC), the 
1997 Community Service Award from the 
Greensboro Chapter of the NAACP, the 2001 
Guilford County Democrat of the Year Award 
and being the 1st Chair of the African Amer-
ican Democratic Caucus in Guilford County. 

Dr. Moore will be honored on September 
14, 2013 in Greensboro, North Carolina at the 
Grand Opening of the new Disabled American 
Veterans headquarters. I hope my colleagues 
will join me in recognizing and congratulating 
Dr. Roy Moore for his September 14 honor 
and for his tireless work for many years to im-
prove the lives of all people by strengthening 
the voices of those who are often ignored. 
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RECOGNIZING RUSSELL SALVA-
TORE AS 2013 CITIZEN OF THE 
YEAR 

HON. BRIAN HIGGINS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 12, 2013 

Mr. HIGGINS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
commend Mr. Russell Salvatore as the 
Cheektowaga Chamber of Commerce recog-
nizes him as their 2013 Citizen of the Year. 
Russ’s professional and civic activities dem-
onstrate his commitment to making a dif-
ference in the lives of individuals and a posi-
tive impact in his community. 

Beginning as a young boy working for his 
father, Russ exemplifies the American ideals 
of hard work and determination. In 1967, Russ 
found a small hot dog stand for sale on Tran-
sit Road. He purchased the stand and served 
as the cook, dishwasher, and waiter himself. 
Eventually, he expanded the modest establish-
ment into the landmark that is now Salvatore’s 
Italian Gardens. 

In 1995, a fire destroyed Salvatore’s Italian 
Gardens. Although Russ’s next project, a 
hotel, was already underway, Russ refocused 
the efforts of the construction crews from the 
hotel project to rebuilding the restaurant. Once 
the restaurant was back in business, he 
hosted a dinner for all the volunteer firemen 
who helped save his Salvatore’s Italian Gar-
dens. Work soon resumed at the Garden 
Place Hotel. The finished product is a beautiful 
one hundred and sixty-six room facility com-
plete with a courtyard, fitness room, meeting 
rooms and twenty-five luxurious suites. 

In 2006, Trocaire College met with Russ to 
discuss their plan to build a satellite campus 
in the suburbs to bolster a struggling hospi-
tality program. Enthusiastic about the project, 
Russ partnered with Trocaire to open the Rus-
sell J. Salvatore School of Hospitality at 
Trocaire to the Sisters of Mercy in 2008. 

Russ’s great vision and drive led him to 
open another restaurant adjacent to 
Salvatore’s Grand Hotel, Russell’s Steaks, 
Chops, and More. The restaurant and hotel 
have received numerous honors and awards 

since their opening. Russ is known for greet-
ing his customers himself, providing a per-
sonal touch and top notch service. Russ’s lat-
est endeavor is his new cooking show ‘‘Come 
Dine With Me,’’ which showcases local chefs 
and restaurants. 

A dedicated philanthropist, one of Russ’s 
proudest accomplishments was the creation of 
the ‘‘Patriots to Heroes Park.’’ Located on 
Transit Road, the park is home to memorials 
of 9/11 and Flight 3407, tragedies that deeply 
affected Western New Yorkers. Russ is a gen-
erous supporter of the Cystic Fibrosis Founda-
tion, the Variety Club of Buffalo, Juvenile Dia-
betes of Buffalo, Heritage House, Women’s 
and Children’s Hospital, the Italian American 
Federation and the local school districts of 
Lancaster, Williamsville, Amherst and Clar-
ence. Through the Russell J. Salvatore Foun-
dation, he supports Kids Escaping Drugs, the 
Make A Wish Program, the Food Bank of 
Western New York and Meals on Wheels Or-
ganization. His annual ‘‘Ham-a-Lot’’ event fed 
almost 1,000 families this past Easter. 

In 2012, Russ worked with Olmstead Con-
servatory to honor fallen heroes of the War of 
1812 by funding the replacement of two mark-
er willow trees in Delaware Park. During Erie 
County Medical Center’s drive to improve pa-
tient relations, he donated new television sets 
for the entire hospital, which included an 
agreement that no patient should have to pay 
for television service again. This past year, he 
bought out the remaining tickets to a Buffalo 
Bills game to avoid a local blackout. 

Mr. Speaker, thank you for allowing me a 
few moments to recognize the great works of 
Russ Salvatore. His philanthropic spirit and 
dedication to Western New York is inimitable, 
and I congratulate him upon his receipt of the 
2013 Citizen of the Year Award from the 
Cheektowaga Chamber of Commerce. 

f 

HONORING BRUSHY CREEK 
CHURCH 

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 12, 2013 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to honor a pillar of the commu-
nity, Brushy Creek Church. 

Brother Edward Spencer was the founder of 
Brushy Creek Church. He was born in Virginia 
in 1819 and was brought to Mississippi by the 
slave traders at the age of 9. He professed re-
ligion in 1849 but remained in the white Bap-
tist Church until 1869 as a free man. 

Brother Spencer was appointed deacon by 
the white Baptist Church and decided that he 
needed to seek shelter for his own race. So 
with the assistance of others Brother Spencer 
succeeded in building a church approximately 
30′ x 40′. Not being satisfied with this he then 
organized a Sunday school and afterwards a 
public school and later he added another 10′ 
making the church 30 ft. x 50 ft. 

Brother Edward Spencer was the father of 
14 children, often having to be away from his 
family traveling back and forth to church. In 
his old age, trying to return home about 7:00 
p.m., he fell a victim to death on the roadside 
and was found on a Tuesday morning. 

His funeral was attended by his wife, who 
was approximately 90 yrs. of age, 2 surviving 

children, Pastor R. B. Jordan and the mothers 
of Brushy Creek Church. He was buried on 
land he had purchased more than 31 years 
before. 

The church was repaired under the adminis-
tration of Rev. R. B. Jordan of Jackson MS. 
He made the walls higher and made room for 
the pulpit and he added a deacon board to the 
church: Bro. L. A. Catching, Bro. V. L. Harper 
and Bro. Joe Murry. 

The Brushy Creek Missionary Baptist 
Church has its roots in the Hopewell Baptist 
Church from which development of a separate 
church began in 1853, with the establishment 
of a separate room for the black members of 
the congregation. 

In 1866 the black members of Hopewell 
Baptist Church voted to hold separate services 
every third Sunday and called Bro. Theophilus 
Green, ‘‘a white man’’ to serve as pastor. The 
final break with the Hopewell Baptist Church 
came in October 1869 when Brushy Creek 
Church was organized with 50 charter mem-
bers. 

In March of 1877, the Sunday School Roll 
had record that there were 26 members: Fif-
teen males and eleven women including the 
superintendent, Bro. Edward Spencer Sr., the 
Secretary, Bro. Calvin Spencer and the Treas-
urer, Bro. George Green. 

The original church was actually at Brush 
Harbor where members met on land owned by 
Mr. Retinor who eventually deeded the land to 
the church. The first church structure was a 
log building. Then a lumber building finished in 
1902 and a stone building rebuilt in 1951. 

Rev. Hugh C. White of Raymond, MS, who 
became pastor in February 1930 in the year 
1931 was paid as low as $2.50 per month and 
as high as $31.67 per month but received 
plenty of chickens, potatoes, greens, and eggs 
as a partial payment. 

Rev. Hugh White along with the board elect-
ed a grievance committee and a grave sec-
tion. In reading the records Rev. White took in 
many candidates for baptism and baptized 
them in the creek in back of Reno’s Store. 
Rev. White gave his resignation in March 
1934 and said his last sermon would be the 
3rd Sunday in December 1934. 

Rev. E. G. Roberson was motioned in April 
1935 to serve as tentative pastor of Brushy 
Creek until the year of 1935 was out and on 
February 15, 1936 became the permanent 
pastor and the members voted to move the 
church to the top of the hill during the year of 
1936. 

The church records reflect Rev. S. M. 
Dukes of Jackson, MS was elected pastor of 
Brushy Creek Baptist Church in 1952. Under 
his leadership, Bro. Joe Haley was added to 
the deacon board. 

He served as pastor for a number of years, 
after which the Rev. Nick C. Bradley of Jack-
son, MS. Under his leadership the church was 
repaired by building a bell tower approximately 
30′ high. 

Following his administration, Rev. A. Banks 
of Jackson, MS was elected pastor of Brushy 
Creek and served one year. No records were 
found in regards to his accomplishments. 

Records reflect that Rev. Willie H. Hines 
was the next pastor who was elected and 
served for 26 years, under his leadership 
many souls were bought to Christ and many 
accomplishments were made. The building ad-
dition added was 16′ x 40′. Rev. Hines later 
moved to Hattiesburg where he also had a 
church. 
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Brushy Creek Baptist Church elected Rev. 

Hugh Lewis to serve as associate pastor for 
the remainder of the year. Rev. Lewis then be-
came Brushy Creek’s pastor and served for 
over 20 years. Under his leadership he added 
more deacons and made many accomplish-
ments such as adding a fellowship hall, hot 
water heater, reroofing the church, installing 
an inside baptism pool, the concrete was 
poured in front of the fellowship hall, water 
fountains, carpet, P.A. System, new organ, 
new ladies room at the front entrance, new 
pulpit, floors partially replaced, new light fix-
tures, a bus was purchased and later sold for 
$500.00. 

Rev. Hugh Lewis gave his resignation in 
December 2003 and recommended that Rev. 
Gregory D. Brown be over the pulpit until it 
was decided who the next pastor would be. 

Rev. Gregory D. Brown was nominated Pas-
tor of Brushy Creek Church and preached his 
first sermon as pastor in December 21, 2003. 
Rev Brown was installed as pastor February 
8, 2004. 

Rev. Brown previously served as Moderator 
of Brushy Creek New Hope Association. The 
membership has grown and he restored serv-
ices back to full time with services starting at 
9:00 a.m. for Sunday school, and morning 
worship starting at 10:30 every Sunday. Con-
gressman Bennie Thompson Foundation do-
nated two laptops to the church. The con-
gregation both, children & adults, have bene-
fited from the donation. Congressman THOMP-
SON’s Foundation was also very instrumental 
in the donation of 5 acres of land that was ac-
quired August 27, 2010 for church use only 
from Sis. Mary Jane Catchings, who was once 
a member of Brushy Creek Church. 

Rev. Brown has served as our pastor for 9 
years and still serves faithfully. On June 16, 
2013 we will be celebrating 144 years of the 
church’s anniversary and the funds raised will 
go toward our dream of building a new church. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in recognizing Brushy Creek Church as they 
strive to be the foundation for others to find 
the joy of serving God through His Son, Jesus 
Christ. 
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CONGRATULATING BOY SCOUTs OF 
AMERICA TROOP 150 ON THE OC-
CASION OF ITS 85TH ANNIVER-
SARY 

HON. GERALD E. CONNOLLY 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 12, 2013 

Mr. CONNOLLY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to congratulate Boy Scouts of America Troop 
150 on the occasion of its 85th anniversary. 
Boy Scouts of America is one of the largest 
youth organizations in the United States, with 
more than 4.5 million current members. Since 
its founding, nearly 84 million boys have par-
ticipated in scouting. 

Founded in 1928, Troop 150 was the first 
Boys Scout Troop in Fairfax County and re-
mains one of the longest-standing active 
troops in the country. Since its founding, every 
meeting, including the very first which con-
sisted of only 10 boys, has been held at the 
Annandale United Methodist Church. The rela-
tionship between the church and Troop 150 
not only has endured; it has grown. The An-

nandale United Methodist Men have been the 
predominate partner over the years. The first 
Scoutmaster, John Walter Mercer, is buried at 
the church cemetery, and a memorial fund 
bearing his name was created 20 years ago 
by John Webb, an original member of Troop 
150. This fund sponsors annual trips designed 
to develop the leadership potential of deserv-
ing scouts. 

Troop 150 plays a prominent role in the 
wider community as well. The Troop 150 Color 
Guard leads the annual Annandale Parade 
and also has performed this honor for Tee Ball 
on the South Lawn at the White House. Troop 
150 has built community gardens, collected 
food for the needy, repaired trails, and partici-
pated in many other projects for the better-
ment of the community. More than 80 young 
men from this troop have earned the rank of 
Eagle Scout. Many of our country’s greatest 
leaders have been scouts, and having been a 
scout, especially reaching the rank of Eagle 
Scout, is an achievement that is highly prized 
by our Military Service Academies. 

Scouting develops leadership skills and eth-
ics that foster future success in life. Troop 150 
exemplifies the values and tenets of the Boy 
Scouts of America and supports the character 
development that encourages responsible citi-
zenship and self–reliance. Members of this 
troop adhere to the Scout Law: ‘‘A Scout is 
trustworthy, loyal, helpful, friendly, courteous, 
kind, obedient, cheerful, thrifty, brave, clean, 
and reverent’’ and by the Scout Slogan: ‘‘Do 
a good turn daily.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, I ask that my colleagues join 
me in congratulating Boy Scout Troop 150 on 
the occasion of its 85th anniversary and in 
thanking its Scoutmaster, volunteers, family 
members, and community sponsors for their 
commitment to our children. 
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HONORING MR. KIRK W. JOHNSON 
FOR HIS COURAGEOUS WORK 
THROUGH THE LIST PROJECT TO 
RESETTLE IRAQI ALLIES 

HON. ALCEE L. HASTINGS 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 12, 2013 

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Mr. Speaker, it 
gives me great pride to rise today to recognize 
Mr. Kirk W. Johnson, the founder and execu-
tive director of the List Project to Resettle Iraqi 
Allies, for his continued efforts to safely reset-
tle those Iraqis who have risked their lives 
working for the United States. I had the dis-
tinct honor of first meeting Kirk in 2008, when 
I began working with him and his organization 
on legislative remedies to this crisis. He has 
since been featured in numerous interviews 
and documentaries on the subject, testified on 
two occasions before members of the House 
and Senate on the consequences of our with-
drawal from Iraq, and just published his first 
book. Kirk is truly an amazing individual who 
has selflessly dedicated himself to helping 
Iraqis who have worked for the United States 
in Iraq—and whose lives have been placed in 
grave danger for that service. 

Kirk was born and raised in West Chicago, 
Illinois. In 2002, he earned a bachelor’s de-
gree with general and departmental honors in 
Near Eastern Languages and Civilizations 
from the University of Chicago. During that 

time, he received a Foreign Language Acquisi-
tion Grant to study the Syrian colloquial dialect 
of Arabic in Damascus, followed by fellow-
ships from the American Academy in Berlin, 
Yaddo, MacDowell, and the Wurlitzer Founda-
tion. Finally, prior to his work in Iraq, he con-
ducted research on political Islamism as a Ful-
bright Scholar in Egypt. 

In 2005, Kirk served in Iraq with the U.S. 
Agency for International Development 
(USAID), first in Baghdad and then in Fallujah, 
where he was the Agency’s first coordinator 
for reconstruction in the war-torn city. A letter 
from an Iraqi colleague in 2006, which said, 
‘‘People are trying to kill me and I need your 
help,’’ got him involved in helping America’s 
endangered Iraqi allies. After Kirk successfully 
assisted his colleague, many other pleas for 
help followed, which led Kirk to found the List 
Project. The organization has grown to be-
come the largest single pro bono initiative ever 
undertaken on behalf of refugees. 

His recently published book, ‘‘To Be a 
Friend is Fatal: A Story from the Aftermath of 
America at War,’’ tells the story of the List 
Project’s seven-year struggle to protect thou-
sands of Iraqi allies. It centers on the lives of 
four Iraqis who stepped forward to help the 
United States, following them as they flee from 
Iraq and come up against the challenging bu-
reaucracy of the U.S. refugee resettlement 
program. 

To date, Kirk’s writing on U.S. foreign policy 
in the Middle East and towards Iraqi allies who 
approached him in dire need of help has ap-
peared in The New York Times, The Wash-
ington Post, the Los Angeles Times, the 
Washington Post Magazine, The Wall Street 
Journal, and Foreign Policy. In addition, he 
has appeared on 60 Minutes, The Today 
Show, and World News Tonight. A leading 
public advocate for Iraqis who assisted the 
U.S. Government, Kirk’s efforts have been 
recognized by Harvard University’s John F. 
Kennedy School of Government, where he will 
be continuing his studies next year. 

Mr. Speaker, Kirk has so far helped nearly 
1,500 Iraqis, which makes him a true Amer-
ican hero in my eyes. He has given a voice to 
those individuals who were there for us when 
we needed their help, but were left to struggle 
through the system when they needed ours. 
Kirk has faced significant challenges and prov-
en himself to be a leader whose service to this 
nation has only just begun. 
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HONORING THE LIFE AND LEGACY 
OF THE HONORABLE E. CLAY 
SHAW, JR. 

HON. JOHN L. MICA 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 12, 2013 

Mr. MICA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to share 
in the great sadness of my colleagues as we 
mourn the passing of former Florida Con-
gressman E. Clay Shaw, Jr., who passed 
away on September 10, 2013. 

I would like to first express my condolences 
to Clay’s beloved wife of 53 years, Emilie; his 
children Emilie ‘‘Mimi’’ Shaw Carter (Jim), Jen-
nifer Shaw Wilder (Greg), E. Clay Shaw III 
(Heather) and John Charles ‘‘J.C.’’ Shaw (An-
gela) and his 15 grandchildren. We extend our 
deepest sympathies to the family during this 
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