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HONORING THE VETERANS OF THE 

SEPTEMBER 10, 2013 EASTERN 
IOWA HONOR FLIGHT 

HON. DAVID LOEBSACK 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 10, 2013 

Mr. LOEBSACK. Mr. Speaker, today, over 
eighty-five Iowa World War II and Korean War 
veterans will travel to our nation’s capital. Ac-
companied by volunteer guardians, they will 
visit the monuments that were built in their 
honor. 

For many, today will be the first time they 
will see the National World War II Memorial 
and the Korean War Veterans Memorial. On 
behalf of every Iowan I represent, I thank 
these heroes for their service to our nation 
and pay tribute to the incredible sacrifice that 
they made for our country. 

This trip was made possible by the dedi-
cated workforce at Quaker Oats’ Cedar Rap-
ids facility who raised all of the funds nec-
essary to send these heroes to the nation’s 
capital. The generosity of the Quaker Oats’ 
workforce and those who donated to this effort 
demonstrates Iowans’ commitment to honoring 
those who have served our nation in uniform. 

Iowans know that we owe our veterans a 
debt of gratitude. As a reminder of the service 
and sacrifice of the Greatest Generation, I am 
proud to have a piece of marble in my office 
from the quarry that was used to build the 
World War II Memorial. Our World War II and 
Korean War veterans rose to defend not just 
our nation, but the freedoms, democracy, and 
values that make our country the greatest na-
tion on earth. They did so as one people and 
one country. Their sacrifices and determina-
tion in the face of great threats to our way of 
life are both humbling and inspiring. 

The sheer magnitude of what the Greatest 
Generation accomplished, not just in war but 
in the peace that followed, continues to inspire 
us today. Their generation and our country did 
not seek to be tested both abroad by a war 
that fundamentally challenged our way of life 
and at home by the Great Depression and the 
rebuilding of our economy that followed. But, 
when called upon to do so, the Greatest Gen-
eration defended and then rebuilt our nation to 
make it even stronger. Their patriotism, serv-
ice, and sacrifice not only defined their gen-
eration—they stand as a testament to the for-
titude of our nation and the American people. 
Their legacy endures today. 

I am tremendously proud to welcome the 
Eastern Iowa Honor Flight and Iowa’s vet-
erans of the Second World War and the Ko-
rean War to our nation’s capital today. On be-
half of every Iowan I represent, I thank them 
for their service to our country. 

f 

OUR UNCONSCIONABLE NATIONAL 
DEBT 

HON. MIKE COFFMAN 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 10, 2013 

Mr. COFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, on January 
20, 2009, the day President Obama took of-
fice, the national debt was 
$10,626,877,048,913.08. 

Today, it is $16,738,567,425,782.46. We’ve 
added $6,111,690,376,869.38 to our debt in 4 
years. This is $6 trillion in debt our nation, our 
economy, and our children could have avoided 
with a balanced budget amendment. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF DOUG 
VERBOON 

HON. DAVID G. VALADAO 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 10, 2013 

Mr. VALADAO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Mr. Doug Verboon, an important figure 
in California’s Central Valley who was recently 
named the Lemoore Chamber of Commerce’s 
2013 Agriculturalist and Ag Supporter of the 
Year. 

Doug is a lifelong resident of Hanford, Cali-
fornia and a fellow graduate of Hanford High 
School. Born into a farming family, agriculture 
is more than just his vocation; it is his way of 
life. He began his agricultural career alongside 
his father and grandfather as a third genera-
tion farmer on the Gold Top Ranch, located in 
Hanford. 

Doug has been an active member of his 
local community for many years. He has been 
a trustee of the Pioneer School District for 16 
years where he played an important role in es-
tablishing the Pioneer School District as the 
first charter school district in the State of Cali-
fornia. 

Doug is also a member of the Kings County 
Board of Supervisors, representing District 3. 
Additionally, he is a member of the Kings 
County Farm Bureau, the District Advisory 
Council for Sequoia Walnut, and the Future 
Leaders Board for Diamond Walnuts. 

The Lemoore Chamber of Commerce’s 
Agriculturalist and Ag Supporter of the Year 
Award is given to a local community member 
who has made immeasurable contributions to 
the agricultural community in Lemoore. I ap-
preciate the time and effort Doug has enthu-
siastically devoted to the communities within 
the Central Valley. I am pleased that his serv-
ice and commitment to agriculture, and his 
community as a whole, is being recognized 
with this prestigious award. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF THE IRS ABUSE 
PROTECTION ACT OF 2013 

HON. STEPHEN LEE FINCHER 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 10, 2013 

Mr. FINCHER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
discuss my bill, the IRS Abuse Protection Act 
of 2013, which requires the IRS to notify tax-
payers when their records are accessed. Tax-
payer information is the private information of 
the taxpayer and they have a right to know 
when, who, why, and what that information is 
used for. 

Mr. Speaker, by introducing this bill we hope 
to ensure people will not be threatened or in-
timidated by the federal government. This bill 
presses forth transparency and accountability. 
Despite what the President has said, the tar-
geting of conservative organizations for extra 
scrutiny is a real scandal and is simply rep-

rehensible. The thin line of trust between the 
individual and their government has been bro-
ken and we must work to rebuild it. I am 
strongly urging Congress to continue its inves-
tigation into the IRS and to make sure those 
responsibly are held accountable to the fullest 
extent of the law. I am also joining other Mem-
bers of Congress calling on Treasury Sec-
retary Jack Lew to investigate the actions of 
the IRS. 

I am committed to making sure the IRS is 
never again used as a political weapon 
against any group, conservative or otherwise 
and my bill will ensure that those responsible 
for using private information to quiet individ-
uals and organizations that disagree with the 
President can no longer hide behind the wall 
of Washington secrecy and are held account-
able for their actions. 

Simply put, I believe when personal informa-
tion is accessed; taxpayers have a right to 
know who accessed the information, why it 
was accessed, and what the information is 
used for as well as having access to the infor-
mation and any reports generated from it. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues in the 
House (and Senate) to support me in passing 
the IRS Abuse Protection Act of 2013 in order 
to ensure American families and taxpayers 
have trust in their government. 

f 

A TRIBUTE TO THE 2013 ELLIS IS-
LAND MEDAL OF HONOR RECIPI-
ENTS 

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 10, 2013 

Mr. RANGEL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate the 2013 recipients of the cov-
eted Ellis Island Medal of Honor. Presented 
annually by the National Ethnic Coalition or 
Organizations (NECO), the Ellis Island Medal 
of Honor pays tribute to our Nation’s immi-
grant heritage, as well as individual achieve-
ment. The medals are awarded to U.S. citi-
zens from various ethnic backgrounds who ex-
emplify outstanding qualities in both their per-
sonal and professional lives, while continuing 
to preserve the richness of their particular her-
itage. We honor these outstanding individuals 
because they create a better world for all of us 
in the future by the work they do today. Since 
the Medal’s founding in 1986, more than 2,000 
American citizens have received Ellis Island 
Medals of Honor, including six American 
Presidents, several United States Senators, 
Congressmen, Nobel Laureates, outstanding 
athletes, artists, clergy, and military leaders. 

This medal is not about money, but about 
people who seized the opportunities this great 
country has to offer and who used those op-
portunities to not only better their own lives 
but make a difference in the lives of those 
around them. As we all know, citizens of the 
United States can trace their ancestry to many 
nations. The richness and diversity of Amer-
ican life makes us unique among the Nations 
of the world and is in many ways the key to 
why America is the most innovative country in 
the world. The Ellis Island Medals of Honor 
not only celebrate select individuals but also 
the pluralism and democracy that enabled our 
ancestors to celebrate their cultural identities 
while still embracing the American way of life. 
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Even in the midst of difficult financial times, 
this award serves to remind us all that with 
hard work and perseverance anyone can 
achieve the American dream. In addition, by 
honoring these remarkable Americans, we 
honor all who share their origins and we ac-
knowledge the contributions they and other 
groups have made to America. 

I commend NECO and its Board of Direc-
tors headed by my good friend, Nasser J. 
Kazeminy, for honoring these truly outstanding 
individuals for their tireless efforts to foster 
dialogue and build bridges between different 
ethnic groups, as well as promote unity and a 
sense of common purpose in our Nation. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask all of my colleagues to 
join me in recognizing the good works of 
NECO, and in congratulating all of the 2012 
recipients of the Ellis Island Medals of Honor. 

2013 ELLIS ISLAND MEDAL OF HONOR RECIPIENTS 

Mohamed Mike Ahmar, Varoujan 
Altebarmakian, MD, William C. Anton, 
Bharat H. Barai, MD, Brian Boitano, Noreen 
Salah Burpee, Hon. Woody Burton, Wendy Y. 
Chao, Melvin L. Cheatham, MD, Alina Cho, 
Byung Chang Cho, Im Ja P. Choi, Jerry L. 
Chong, Esq., Candice Chulee, Seamus Con-
nolly, David C. Dauch, Warren Will David, 
Vidyasagar Dharmapuri, MD, Alexander W. 
Dreyfoos, Russell J. Ebeid, John David 
Eckstein, MD, Dr. Jamshid Ehsani, Mia Far-
row, Joseph Fiorentino, RADM Moira N. 
Flanders, USN (Ret.), LTG Michael Flynn, 
USA, Jamshid Ghajar, MD, PhD, Hossein 
Gharib, MD, MACP, MACE, Dore J. Gilbert, 
MD, LTC USAR, Hubert Guerrand-Hermes, 
Xavier Guerrand-Hermes, Yong Hwa Ha, 
Kenneth S. Hershon, MD, Victoria Shoghag 
Hovanessian, Yousef Javadi, Hratch 
Kaprielian, Ara Kevork Karajerjian, AIC, 
CPC, Patricia J. Kennedy, Rep. Peter T. 
King, Michelle King Robson, Vahid Kooros, 
Kenneth Julius Kovach, Jackson H. Kuan, 
MD, Christopher J. Kuelling, Esq., Arthur 
Bihua Liu, Captain Gordon A. Loebl, USCG, 
Dr. J. Phillip London, RADM Brian Losey, 
USN, James Lu, Col. Robert M. Lucania, 
USAF (Ret.), Christine Eliska Lynn, Fasha 
(Farshad) Mahjoor, Dertad Manguikian, MD, 
Yvonne Marceau, Danny Masterson, Gail J. 
McGovern, Hon. Gregory J. Melikian, USAF 
(Ret.), Mark R. Melton, David Merage, Gary 
Mervis, Robert S. Milligan, H.E. Albert Alex-
ander Montague, MG Patrick A. Murphy, 
USA, Kikanza Nuri-Robins, EdD, MDiv, 1st 
Lt Steven Ortiz, MA ANG, Mahendra R. 
Patel, Ramesh J. Patel, David Anthony 
Pope, John Psaras, Bruce Ramer, Alma Ran-
gel, Assistant Chief Joseph J. Reznick, Mon-
signor Robert J. Romano, Ronald J. Ross, 
M.D., F.A.C.R., Pardis Sabeti, MD, DPhil, 
Homa Sarshar, Kamala Saxena, MD, Jack G. 
Shaheen, PhD, H. John Shammas, MD, 
Thomas Sherak, Deputy Chief Steven J. 
Silks, Anthony Spavone, Stephen J. Squeri, 
Valavanur A. Subramanian, MD, Aso O. 
Tavitian, Silvia Tchakmakjian, George 
Solon Tsandikos, Russell Thayer Tutt, Jr., 
Col. Lee A. Van Arsdale, USA, (Ret.), Argyris 
‘‘RJ’’ Vassiliou, Richard A. Vermeil, Frank 
A. Visco, Wyan Hua Wang, Dionne Warwick, 
Wim Wiewel, PhD, Dar-yih David Wu, Vahe 
Stephan Yacoubian, MD, Christopher G. 
Zizza. 

HONORING KIMBERLY DOUMA, 
NAPA VALLEY UNIFIED SCHOOL 
DISTRICT TEACHER OF THE 
YEAR 

HON. MIKE THOMPSON 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 10, 2013 

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to recognize Kimberly Douma, 
who has been chosen as Napa County Teach-
er of the Year for 2014. 

Since 1991, Ms. Douma has taught kinder-
garten, first, and second grades at West Park 
Elementary School in Napa, California. 
Throughout her teaching career, Ms. Douma 
has worked hard to serve her school commu-
nity in the Napa Valley. She has been a mem-
ber of the Napa Valley Unified School District 
Professional Standards Committee since 
2010, served eight years as the West Park 
Leadership Teacher Representative, six years 
as the West Park Family Club Teacher Rep-
resentative, and six years as the West Park 
School Site Council Teacher Representative. 
Further, Ms. Douma has offered free tutoring 
to at-risk children for the past three years and 
taught Before School Language Arts Interven-
tion. Ms. Douma has co-chaired the West 
Park Elementary Carnival for the last 22 
years, initiating various activities including the 
Visual and Performing Arts program, and the 
Food Booths and the Book Booth. She has 
been a member of the California Teachers As-
sociation and Napa Valley Educators Associa-
tion for 22 years. 

As a member of Covenant Presbyterian 
Church Ms. Douma has participated on the 
Long Life Learning Committee for five years, 
served as a Sunday School Teacher, a Vaca-
tion Bible School Chair, and hosted five years 
of Christmas and Easter Pageants. 

Ms. Douma has received accolades for her 
outstanding contributions as an educator in 
Napa from various community organizations, 
including Teacher of the Year from the Napa 
Rotary Club, and the Young Church Woman 
Award from the Women United of the Napa 
Valley. 

Mr. Speaker, Kimberly Douma grew up be-
lieving that teachers could be tour guides to 
adventure. Inspired by her late father who was 
also a teacher, Kimberly is beginning to teach 
the children of students she had early in her 
career, and continues to inspire and engage 
every child that has the privilege to call her 
‘‘Teacher’’. It is fitting that today we honor her 
ongoing commitment to excellence in edu-
cation. 

f 

RECOGNIZING COBRA MOTO 

HON. TIM WALBERG 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 10, 2013 

Mr. WALBERG. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the achievements of Cobra Moto, a 
manufacturer of premium race-ready mini 
motocross bikes for youth riders that are 
proudly made in the U.S.A. 

Designed and produced in Hillsdale, Michi-
gan, Cobra bikes were recently ridden to vic-
tory by three youth national champions at the 

2013 Red Bull Amateur National Motocross 
Championship in Hurricane Mills, Tennessee. 
While I know the folks at Cobra were very ex-
cited at the results, this success doesn’t come 
as a surprise to anyone in the motorcycling 
community. 

Since 1993, Cobra has consistently deliv-
ered the most successful line of competition 
mini bikes in the country. Riders have driven 
these iconic little yellow bikes to more than 
300 titles, a testament to the high standards 
Cobra demands from each one of their ma-
chines. 

In this 20th year of producing quality com-
petition dirt bikes, I offer my sincere congratu-
lations and best wishes to the people of Cobra 
and the riders who enjoy their quality ma-
chines. 

f 

CONGRATULATIONS DR. CHERYL 
A. MARSHALL 

HON. PAUL COOK 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 10, 2013 

Mr. COOK. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to rec-
ognize and honor Dr. Cheryl A. Marshall who 
will be inducted as the seventh president of 
Crafton Hills College on September 27, 2013. 

Dr. Marshall has had a distinguished career 
in the field of education. Having received her 
doctorate of education from the University of 
Southern California, Dr. Marshall has spent 
ten of the last twenty years as an educator in 
positions of leadership, changing the lives of 
her students for the better. As a member of 
the Inland Empire Economic Partnership’s 
Education Council, she has contributed to the 
region-wide effort to address educational gaps 
and prepare our students for a strong pres-
ence in the workforce. As a former educator, 
I believe it is her specialization in educational 
management, strategic planning, and perform-
ance management that sets her apart. 

A firm believer in the intrinsic value of edu-
cation, Dr. Marshall fully understands and ap-
preciates the vital role that education plays in 
our society. Having secured close to $9 million 
dollars in grant funding during her career, she 
has been able to safeguard various programs 
and services would always be available in 
order for her students to succeed. During her 
tenure as Vice President of Instruction, Dr. 
Marshall ensured Crafton Hills College re-
ceived full accreditation within just two years. 
Such dedication, exemplified by Dr. Marshall, 
makes Crafton Hills College an excellent insti-
tution of higher learning. 

In closing, I’d like to extend my heartfelt 
congratulations to Dr. Marshall, her husband 
Patrick and their two children on her inaugura-
tion. I look forward to seeing Crafton Hills Col-
lege grow and prosper under her experienced 
direction. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF COL. 
CHARLES JACKSON 

HON. MICHAEL C. BURGESS 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 10, 2013 

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the exemplary career of Col. Charles 
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