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Since coming to Colorado, Mr. Thompson 

has been a devoted champion of the state’s 
veterans at every level and continues to work 
for the people of Colorado every day. Mr. 
Speaker, it is an honor to recognize Mr. 
Wayne Thompson for his unwavering support 
of the veteran community in Colorado and a 
lifetime of public service. 

f 

H.R. 3069—THE SHIELD OUR 
STREET ACT 

HON. JOHN CONYERS, JR. 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 10, 2013 

Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Speaker, this bill, intro-
duced on September 9, 2013, would establish 
two public safety grant programs. 

Section 2 establishes Shield Police Hiring 
Grants, to be implemented by the Attorney 
General, to provide grants to law enforcement 
agencies that operate in Elevated Need Local-
ities. An ‘‘Elevated Need Locality’’ is a county 
(or unit of local government which is not part 
of a county) which (1) has a crime rate above 
the national average, and (2) has had budget 
reductions during the most recent 5-year pe-
riod. These law enforcement agencies could 
apply to the Attorney General to receive funds 
to hire law enforcement officers, or to rehire 
officers who have been laid off due to budget 
reductions. 

Grants would last for three years and may 
be extended by two years at the discretion of 
the Attorney General. 

One hundred million dollars for each fiscal 
year 2014 through 2019 are authorized to be 
appropriated for this program. 

Section 3 establishes Shield Public Safety 
Enhancement Grants, to be implemented by 
the Attorney General, to provide grants to 
units of local government that has jurisdiction 
over all or part of an Elevated Need Locality. 
Local governments could apply to the Attorney 
General to receive funds to enhance public 
safety in a number of ways, such as pur-
chasing public safety equipment, funding pub-
lic safety programs, making infrastructure im-
provements for the purpose of enhancing pub-
lic safety, purchasing and installing street 
lights to deter crime, funding activities related 
to crime labs, and funding public defender pro-
grams. Non-profit organizations operating in 
Elevated Need Localities may also apply for 
grants under this program to fund initiatives 
designed to reduce crime in these jurisdic-
tions. 

Grants would be for one year but may be 
extended at the discretion of the Attorney 
General. 

One hundred million dollars for each fiscal 
year 2014 through 2019 are authorized to be 
appropriated for this program. 

IN HONOR OF MOLLY SALMI AND 
HER 25 YEARS OF DEDICATED 
SERVICE TO THE HOUSE COM-
MITTEE ON EDUCATION AND THE 
WORKFORCE 

HON. JOHN KLINE 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 10, 2013 

Mr. KLINE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to rec-
ognize Molly Salmi for her 25 years of dedi-
cated service to the House Committee on 
Education and the Workforce—and the Amer-
ican people. 

Molly Salmi, who joined the Committee as a 
Staff Assistant, has continued to advance 
through the ranks to her current position as 
Deputy Director of Workforce Policy thanks to 
her unparalleled professionalism and exten-
sive knowledge of the policies that affect lit-
erally every working American. 

Molly personifies the best qualities of public 
service—demonstrating tireless enthusiasm 
and an unyielding commitment to sound public 
policy. Beyond her contributions to policy, 
Molly has invested in the lives of countless 
young staffers and interns, offering advice, 
guidance, and direction, while setting an ex-
ample of decorum and grace. 

Molly’s great work through the years has 
earned her the respect of seven separate 
Committee Chairmen—Republicans and 
Democrats alike—as well as her colleagues 
on both sides of the aisle, which is no small 
feat in a world too often mired in partisan pos-
turing. 

For all of the above—and so much more— 
Molly is more than a trusted colleague: she is 
an invaluable member of our committee fam-
ily. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. RON BARBER 
OF ARIZONA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 10, 2013 

Mr. BARBER. Mr. Speaker, due to attending 
a classified briefing on the use of chemical 
weapons in Syria, I missed one recorded vote 
on September 9. I would like to indicate how 
I would have voted had I been present for that 
vote. 

On rollcall No. 448, H.R. 2052, the Global 
Investment in American Jobs Act of 2013, I 
would have voted ‘‘yea’’ to direct the Secretary 
of Commerce, in coordination with the heads 
of other relevant Federal departments and 
agencies, to conduct an interagency review of 
and report to Congress on ways to increase 
the global competitiveness of the United 
States in attracting foreign direct investment. 

f 

COMMEMORATING THE LIFE AND 
SERVICE OF ANN MAGGIO 

HON. GRACE MENG 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 10, 2013 

Ms. MENG. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
commemorate the life and service of Ann 

Maggio, who passed away at age 90 on July 
6, 2013. Ann left behind her daughter JoAnn, 
son Anthony, daughter-in-law Tracy, and 
grandson Andrew and the Suydam Street 
home she lived in for 75 years. 

Ann, a longtime civic leader, moved to 
Ridgewood in 1938 when her parents bought 
a house on Suydam Street, where she lived 
for the remainder of her life. In 1944, after 
graduating from Hunter College, Ann went on 
to work for the Metropolitan Life Insurance 
Company before she married Anthony Maggio 
in 1948. Together they had two children, 
Joann and Anthony. 

As a resident of Ridgewood, Queens, she 
witnessed dramatic changes and became an 
instrumental part of her community. Ann first 
made her mark in Ridgewood’s civic life by 
transforming the Grover Cleveland High 
School athletic field. Working with the police to 
establish a baseball and softball program, Ann 
kept the area from being vacant and was in-
strumental in making the athletic fields a re-
ality for the community. 

Ann continued to be an active member of 
the community, dedicating much of her time to 
a better Ridgewood. Whether it was keeping 
the neighborhood free from graffiti or pro-
moting the safety of residents, Ann Maggio 
truly defined what it meant to be a civic lead-
er. 

The legacy she leaves behind exhibits the 
love she had for her community. Besides her 
family, nothing was more important to Ann 
than her love for her neighborhood. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask all of my colleagues in 
the House of Representatives to join me now 
in honoring Ann Maggio for her service to the 
people of Ridgewood. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE ACCOMPLISH-
MENTS OF MONARCAS ACADEMY 

HON. JERRY McNERNEY 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, September 10, 2013 

Mr. MCNERNEY. Mr. Speaker, I ask my col-
leagues to join me in recognizing and cele-
brating the accomplishments of Monarcas 
Academy, a non-profit organization dedicated 
to adolescent soccer teams in Stockton, Cali-
fornia. In July of 2013, a Monarcas Academy 
team won the U.S. National Cup XII in the 
under age 15 (U15) group. This team also 
won the 2013 California State Championship, 
2013 San Diego Surf Cup, and the 2013 
Santa Clara Sporting Invitational. 

Year after year, Monarcas Academy ath-
letes compete at high level soccer tour-
naments throughout California and the nation. 
The staff and players at the Academy helped 
create the Central Valley Soccer League, 
composed of 95 teams that provide youth de-
velopment to local student athletes. In addi-
tion, Monarcas Academy works with Bfut Soc-
cer Academy in Brazil on international soccer 
principles. 

These efforts benefit our region’s youth by 
promoting physical activity, team spirit, and 
community involvement. I am proud to rep-
resent the Monarcas Academy in Congress, 
and wish the Academy continued success. 

I urge my colleagues to join me in com-
mending Monarcas Academy, its U15 cham-
pionship team, and its dedication to helping 
the youth in California. 
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HONORING THE VETERANS OF THE 

SEPTEMBER 10, 2013 EASTERN 
IOWA HONOR FLIGHT 

HON. DAVID LOEBSACK 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 10, 2013 

Mr. LOEBSACK. Mr. Speaker, today, over 
eighty-five Iowa World War II and Korean War 
veterans will travel to our nation’s capital. Ac-
companied by volunteer guardians, they will 
visit the monuments that were built in their 
honor. 

For many, today will be the first time they 
will see the National World War II Memorial 
and the Korean War Veterans Memorial. On 
behalf of every Iowan I represent, I thank 
these heroes for their service to our nation 
and pay tribute to the incredible sacrifice that 
they made for our country. 

This trip was made possible by the dedi-
cated workforce at Quaker Oats’ Cedar Rap-
ids facility who raised all of the funds nec-
essary to send these heroes to the nation’s 
capital. The generosity of the Quaker Oats’ 
workforce and those who donated to this effort 
demonstrates Iowans’ commitment to honoring 
those who have served our nation in uniform. 

Iowans know that we owe our veterans a 
debt of gratitude. As a reminder of the service 
and sacrifice of the Greatest Generation, I am 
proud to have a piece of marble in my office 
from the quarry that was used to build the 
World War II Memorial. Our World War II and 
Korean War veterans rose to defend not just 
our nation, but the freedoms, democracy, and 
values that make our country the greatest na-
tion on earth. They did so as one people and 
one country. Their sacrifices and determina-
tion in the face of great threats to our way of 
life are both humbling and inspiring. 

The sheer magnitude of what the Greatest 
Generation accomplished, not just in war but 
in the peace that followed, continues to inspire 
us today. Their generation and our country did 
not seek to be tested both abroad by a war 
that fundamentally challenged our way of life 
and at home by the Great Depression and the 
rebuilding of our economy that followed. But, 
when called upon to do so, the Greatest Gen-
eration defended and then rebuilt our nation to 
make it even stronger. Their patriotism, serv-
ice, and sacrifice not only defined their gen-
eration—they stand as a testament to the for-
titude of our nation and the American people. 
Their legacy endures today. 

I am tremendously proud to welcome the 
Eastern Iowa Honor Flight and Iowa’s vet-
erans of the Second World War and the Ko-
rean War to our nation’s capital today. On be-
half of every Iowan I represent, I thank them 
for their service to our country. 

f 

OUR UNCONSCIONABLE NATIONAL 
DEBT 

HON. MIKE COFFMAN 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 10, 2013 

Mr. COFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, on January 
20, 2009, the day President Obama took of-
fice, the national debt was 
$10,626,877,048,913.08. 

Today, it is $16,738,567,425,782.46. We’ve 
added $6,111,690,376,869.38 to our debt in 4 
years. This is $6 trillion in debt our nation, our 
economy, and our children could have avoided 
with a balanced budget amendment. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF DOUG 
VERBOON 

HON. DAVID G. VALADAO 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 10, 2013 

Mr. VALADAO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Mr. Doug Verboon, an important figure 
in California’s Central Valley who was recently 
named the Lemoore Chamber of Commerce’s 
2013 Agriculturalist and Ag Supporter of the 
Year. 

Doug is a lifelong resident of Hanford, Cali-
fornia and a fellow graduate of Hanford High 
School. Born into a farming family, agriculture 
is more than just his vocation; it is his way of 
life. He began his agricultural career alongside 
his father and grandfather as a third genera-
tion farmer on the Gold Top Ranch, located in 
Hanford. 

Doug has been an active member of his 
local community for many years. He has been 
a trustee of the Pioneer School District for 16 
years where he played an important role in es-
tablishing the Pioneer School District as the 
first charter school district in the State of Cali-
fornia. 

Doug is also a member of the Kings County 
Board of Supervisors, representing District 3. 
Additionally, he is a member of the Kings 
County Farm Bureau, the District Advisory 
Council for Sequoia Walnut, and the Future 
Leaders Board for Diamond Walnuts. 

The Lemoore Chamber of Commerce’s 
Agriculturalist and Ag Supporter of the Year 
Award is given to a local community member 
who has made immeasurable contributions to 
the agricultural community in Lemoore. I ap-
preciate the time and effort Doug has enthu-
siastically devoted to the communities within 
the Central Valley. I am pleased that his serv-
ice and commitment to agriculture, and his 
community as a whole, is being recognized 
with this prestigious award. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF THE IRS ABUSE 
PROTECTION ACT OF 2013 

HON. STEPHEN LEE FINCHER 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 10, 2013 

Mr. FINCHER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
discuss my bill, the IRS Abuse Protection Act 
of 2013, which requires the IRS to notify tax-
payers when their records are accessed. Tax-
payer information is the private information of 
the taxpayer and they have a right to know 
when, who, why, and what that information is 
used for. 

Mr. Speaker, by introducing this bill we hope 
to ensure people will not be threatened or in-
timidated by the federal government. This bill 
presses forth transparency and accountability. 
Despite what the President has said, the tar-
geting of conservative organizations for extra 
scrutiny is a real scandal and is simply rep-

rehensible. The thin line of trust between the 
individual and their government has been bro-
ken and we must work to rebuild it. I am 
strongly urging Congress to continue its inves-
tigation into the IRS and to make sure those 
responsibly are held accountable to the fullest 
extent of the law. I am also joining other Mem-
bers of Congress calling on Treasury Sec-
retary Jack Lew to investigate the actions of 
the IRS. 

I am committed to making sure the IRS is 
never again used as a political weapon 
against any group, conservative or otherwise 
and my bill will ensure that those responsible 
for using private information to quiet individ-
uals and organizations that disagree with the 
President can no longer hide behind the wall 
of Washington secrecy and are held account-
able for their actions. 

Simply put, I believe when personal informa-
tion is accessed; taxpayers have a right to 
know who accessed the information, why it 
was accessed, and what the information is 
used for as well as having access to the infor-
mation and any reports generated from it. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues in the 
House (and Senate) to support me in passing 
the IRS Abuse Protection Act of 2013 in order 
to ensure American families and taxpayers 
have trust in their government. 

f 

A TRIBUTE TO THE 2013 ELLIS IS-
LAND MEDAL OF HONOR RECIPI-
ENTS 

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 10, 2013 

Mr. RANGEL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate the 2013 recipients of the cov-
eted Ellis Island Medal of Honor. Presented 
annually by the National Ethnic Coalition or 
Organizations (NECO), the Ellis Island Medal 
of Honor pays tribute to our Nation’s immi-
grant heritage, as well as individual achieve-
ment. The medals are awarded to U.S. citi-
zens from various ethnic backgrounds who ex-
emplify outstanding qualities in both their per-
sonal and professional lives, while continuing 
to preserve the richness of their particular her-
itage. We honor these outstanding individuals 
because they create a better world for all of us 
in the future by the work they do today. Since 
the Medal’s founding in 1986, more than 2,000 
American citizens have received Ellis Island 
Medals of Honor, including six American 
Presidents, several United States Senators, 
Congressmen, Nobel Laureates, outstanding 
athletes, artists, clergy, and military leaders. 

This medal is not about money, but about 
people who seized the opportunities this great 
country has to offer and who used those op-
portunities to not only better their own lives 
but make a difference in the lives of those 
around them. As we all know, citizens of the 
United States can trace their ancestry to many 
nations. The richness and diversity of Amer-
ican life makes us unique among the Nations 
of the world and is in many ways the key to 
why America is the most innovative country in 
the world. The Ellis Island Medals of Honor 
not only celebrate select individuals but also 
the pluralism and democracy that enabled our 
ancestors to celebrate their cultural identities 
while still embracing the American way of life. 
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