E1274
PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. ALLYSON Y. SCHWARTZ

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 10, 2013

Ms. SCHWARTZ. Mr. Speaker, on rollcall
No. 448. | was unable to be present for the
vote on H.R. 2052.

Had | been present, | would have voted
yes.”

0,
———

TRIBUTE TO THE HISTORIC
PILGRIM BAPTIST CHURCH

HON. DANNY K. DAVIS

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 10, 2013

Mr. DANNY K. DAVIS of lllinois. Mr. Speak-
er, the Pilgrim Baptist Church was founded in
September of 1916, as a part of the dreams
and work of the Union Grove Prayer Meeting
Club who met in the home of Deacon John A.
Finnie at 242 East 42nd Street. Because of its
steady growth the club was constantly seeking
larger space and after three months the found-
er and first Chairman of the Deacon Board,
Mr. John A. Finnie, his wife, Juanita, Georgia
Hansberry, L. Whitley and S.S. Harkness
joined together to organize a Church. The
group asked for and received help from sev-
eral ministers. Mrs. Finnie suggested the
name, Pilgrim Baptist Church and organized
the Pilgrim Senior Choir.

The Church immediately took off and in Jan-
uary 1917, Reverend Jessie D. Luck of New
York became its first Pastor. Pilgrim experi-
enced great growth and in 1922 Pilgrim Bap-
tist Church purchased Kehilath Anshe Ma’ariv
Synagogue located at 3301 S. Indiana Ave-
nue. This edifice had been constructed in
1891, and designed by the famed architect
Louis Sullivan and engineer Dankmar Adler.
The initial drawings were prepared by drafts-
man Frank Lloyd Wright. Upon the passing of
Reverend Watson, Reverend R.T. Schell and
Assistant Pastor, Reverend C.L. Franklin car-
ried on until the Pulpit Committee found what
they considered to be the right man who could
handle the continued growth and expansion of
the Church. That man was masterful, the Rev-
erend Junius Caesar Austin, a nationally
known pulpiteer pastor, financier, organizer
and Convention President. He liquidated the
debt, renovated the structure and bought a
house for the church’s founder, built a commu-
nity center, gymnasium and housing project
and established missions in Africa.

In 1931, Thomas A. Dorsey known as the
“father of Gospel Music” joined Pilgrim and or-
ganized the Pilgrim Baptist Church Gospel
Chorus at the request of Pastor Austin. Some
of the members of that chorus were legendary
singers such as Mahalia Jackson, Sally Mar-
tin, Roberta Martin and Clara Ward.

During Pilgrim’s ninety-six year history nine
Pastors have served:

Jessie D. Luck—January 1917-July 1917

J.E. Jones—July 1917—October 1919

Samuel E.J. Watson—May 1920-July 1925

Junius C. Austin, Sr—January 1926—August
1968

Junius C. Austin, Jr—February 1969-De-
cember 1991
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Floyd W. Davis—February 1992—April 1999

Hycel B. Taylor—November 2001-May
2005

Keith E. Gordon—January 2007-March
2010

Tyrone E. Jordan—October 2010 to Present

The Historic Pilgrim Baptist Church has
been home to many renowned and distin-
guished people, among them are:

Ministers: Reverend Clarence Cobbs, Rev-
erend J.B. Felker, Reverend Elmer L. Fowler,
Reverend Stroy Freeman, Reverend Louis
Rawls, Reverend Richard Keller (Pastor of Pil-
grim Jr. Church).

Entrepreneurs: Oscar Brown, Attorney/Real
Estate, Delois Barrett-Campbell, Barrett Sis-
ters, Bessie Coleman, First Black Woman Avi-
ator, S.B. Fuller, Fuller Products Company,
Mahalia Jackson, Gospel Singer, Sally Martin,
Gospel Singer, Lee Randolph, Professor, Jack
Johnson, First Heavyweight Boxing Champion,
Claude Holman, President Pro-Tem of the
Chicago City Council.

Outstanding Artists who have performed at
Pilgrim: James Cleveland, Aretha Franklin,
The Edwin Hawkins Singers, The Staple Sing-
ers, Albertina Walker, Inez Andrews.

Pilgrim was actively involved in the Civil
Rights Movement and on many occasions the
Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King delivered
sermons at the church.

In 1973, Pilgrim Baptist Church was listed
on the National Register of Historic Places by
Chicago’s City Council and was later des-
ignated a Chicago Landmark on December
18, 1981. In December 2001, the Church was
placed on the National Ten Sacred Places to
save list by Partners for Sacred Places, a
Philadelphia based religious preservationist
group.

In January 2006, the Historic Pilgrim Church
was ravaged by fire. The fire virtually de-
stroyed the interior; but the exterior walls are
still standing.

In 2010, designs were unveiled to raise Pil-
grim Baptist Church, a historic architectural
landmark from ashes. Pilgrim has been rolling
for 97 years and will keep on rolling. | salute
you.

CONGRATULATING SUNNYSIDE
LITTLE LEAGUE GIRLS SOFT-
BALL TEAM

HON. RAUL M. GRIJALVA

OF ARIZONA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 10, 2013

Mr. GRIJALVA. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
Congratulate  Tucson’s  Sunnyside  Little
League girls’ softball team on winning the 12—
and-under Little League World Series.

On August 14, 2013, the Sunnyside Little
League became the 2013 Little League Soft-
ball World Series champions by defeating the
McLean Little League (Virginia) team 9-0.
This victory marks the first West Coast team
to win the Little League Softball World Series
in more than 23 years.

These extraordinary young ladies finished
the Little League World Series with a 5-1
record and became the first team in Arizona to
win a title in this division and only the third to
win it all in any softball division.

In the championship game, the girls from
Sunnyside put on a show in front of a crowd
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of about 2,300 people at Alpenrose Stadium in
Portland, Oregon by scoring two runs in the
bottom of the first inning and not letting up. Ar-
izona’s red-hot offense blew the game wide
open in the bottom of the fourth inning, nearly
reaching the 10-run rule.

| like to extend my deepest congratulations
to the Sunnyside Little League girls and to the
coaches that contributed to the overall suc-
cess and victory of the team.

| give my most sincere thanks to the Sunny-
side girls for representing Tucson, AZ with
such great pride and passion. These girls are
heroes and role models and deserve recogni-
tion for their accomplishments.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. GEORGE MILLER

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, September 10, 2013

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California. Mr.
Speaker, on September 9th, | was unavoid-
ably detained and missed Roll Nos. 448 and
449. Had | been present, | would have voted
“yea” on both Roll No. 448 and Roll No. 449.

TRIBUTE TO WAYNE THOMPSON

HON. MIKE COFFMAN

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 10, 2013

Mr. COFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize Wayne Thompson of Denver, Colo-
rado as he will be honored later this week by
the Veterans of Foreign Wars (VFW), Post
#5061, for over 40 years of committed service
to Colorado’s neediest veterans. Wayne
Thompson’s is one of the exceptional stories
of lifelong dedication to public service. Mr.
Thompson enlisted in the Navy in 1951 and
was stationed in Korea, Japan, and Vietnam
over his four-year military career.

Born in Lincoln, Nebraska in 1932, Mr.
Thompson began his career in public service
in 1960 at the U.S. Department of Labor.
While there, he worked on a task force dedi-
cated to helping veterans find jobs. In 1974,
Mr. Thompson was assigned to work in Den-
ver and has called the Centennial State home
ever since. Mr. Thompson served under mul-
tiple Governors of Colorado over the course of
thirty years as a top advisor on veterans’
health and employment issues. As a member
of the VFW for nearly fifty years, Mr. Thomp-
son played key roles in the establishment of
numerous veterans’ homes in Colorado, the
funding of the Western Slope Military Ceme-
tery, and the long-awaited construction of the
new veterans’ hospital in Denver.

Mr. Thompson’s commitment to veterans
extended beyond his work in government. In
1972, Mr. Thompson co-founded the United
Veterans Committee, a non-profit coalition of
veteran service organization which advocates
for veterans and their families in Colorado.
From 1980-1990, Mr. Thompson served on
the Colorado Board of Veterans’ Affairs and
from 1986-1990, he was its Chairman. He has
also served on the board of the Fitzsimmons
State Veterans Nursing home since its open-

ing.
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Since coming to Colorado, Mr. Thompson
has been a devoted champion of the state’s
veterans at every level and continues to work
for the people of Colorado every day. Mr.
Speaker, it is an honor to recognize Mr.
Wayne Thompson for his unwavering support
of the veteran community in Colorado and a
lifetime of public service.

——————

H.R. 3069—THE SHIELD OUR
STREET ACT

HON. JOHN CONYERS, JR.

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 10, 2013

Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Speaker, this bill, intro-
duced on September 9, 2013, would establish
two public safety grant programs.

Section 2 establishes Shield Police Hiring
Grants, to be implemented by the Attorney
General, to provide grants to law enforcement
agencies that operate in Elevated Need Local-
ities. An “Elevated Need Locality” is a county
(or unit of local government which is not part
of a county) which (1) has a crime rate above
the national average, and (2) has had budget
reductions during the most recent 5-year pe-
riod. These law enforcement agencies could
apply to the Attorney General to receive funds
to hire law enforcement officers, or to rehire
officers who have been laid off due to budget
reductions.

Grants would last for three years and may
be extended by two years at the discretion of
the Attorney General.

One hundred million dollars for each fiscal
year 2014 through 2019 are authorized to be
appropriated for this program.

Section 3 establishes Shield Public Safety
Enhancement Grants, to be implemented by
the Attorney General, to provide grants to
units of local government that has jurisdiction
over all or part of an Elevated Need Locality.
Local governments could apply to the Attorney
General to receive funds to enhance public
safety in a number of ways, such as pur-
chasing public safety equipment, funding pub-
lic safety programs, making infrastructure im-
provements for the purpose of enhancing pub-
lic safety, purchasing and installing street
lights to deter crime, funding activities related
to crime labs, and funding public defender pro-
grams. Non-profit organizations operating in
Elevated Need Localities may also apply for
grants under this program to fund initiatives
designed to reduce crime in these jurisdic-
tions.

Grants would be for one year but may be
extended at the discretion of the Attorney
General.

One hundred million dollars for each fiscal
year 2014 through 2019 are authorized to be
appropriated for this program.
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IN HONOR OF MOLLY SALMI AND
HER 25 YEARS OF DEDICATED
SERVICE TO THE HOUSE COM-
MITTEE ON EDUCATION AND THE
WORKFORCE

HON. JOHN KLINE

OF MINNESOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 10, 2013

Mr. KLINE. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to rec-
ognize Molly Salmi for her 25 years of dedi-
cated service to the House Committee on
Education and the Workforce—and the Amer-
ican people.

Molly Salmi, who joined the Committee as a
Staff Assistant, has continued to advance
through the ranks to her current position as
Deputy Director of Workforce Policy thanks to
her unparalleled professionalism and exten-
sive knowledge of the policies that affect lit-
erally every working American.

Molly personifies the best qualities of public
service—demonstrating tireless enthusiasm
and an unyielding commitment to sound public
policy. Beyond her contributions to policy,
Molly has invested in the lives of countless
young staffers and interns, offering advice,
guidance, and direction, while setting an ex-
ample of decorum and grace.

Molly’s great work through the years has
earned her the respect of seven separate
Committee Chairmen—Republicans and
Democrats alike—as well as her colleagues
on both sides of the aisle, which is no small
feat in a world too often mired in partisan pos-
turing.

For all of the above—and so much more—
Molly is more than a trusted colleague: she is
an invaluable member of our committee fam-

ily.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. RON BARBER

OF ARIZONA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 10, 2013

Mr. BARBER. Mr. Speaker, due to attending
a classified briefing on the use of chemical
weapons in Syria, | missed one recorded vote
on September 9. | would like to indicate how
| would have voted had | been present for that
vote.

On rollcall No. 448, H.R. 2052, the Global
Investment in American Jobs Act of 2013, |
would have voted “yea” to direct the Secretary
of Commerce, in coordination with the heads
of other relevant Federal departments and
agencies, to conduct an interagency review of
and report to Congress on ways to increase
the global competitiveness of the United
States in attracting foreign direct investment.

————

COMMEMORATING THE LIFE AND
SERVICE OF ANN MAGGIO

HON. GRACE MENG

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 10, 2013

Ms. MENG. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
commemorate the life and service of Ann
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Maggio, who passed away at age 90 on July
6, 2013. Ann left behind her daughter JoAnn,
son Anthony, daughter-in-law Tracy, and
grandson Andrew and the Suydam Street
home she lived in for 75 years.

Ann, a longtime civic leader, moved to
Ridgewood in 1938 when her parents bought
a house on Suydam Street, where she lived
for the remainder of her life. In 1944, after
graduating from Hunter College, Ann went on
to work for the Metropolitan Life Insurance
Company before she married Anthony Maggio
in 1948. Together they had two children,
Joann and Anthony.

As a resident of Ridgewood, Queens, she
witnessed dramatic changes and became an
instrumental part of her community. Ann first
made her mark in Ridgewood’s civic life by
transforming the Grover Cleveland High
School athletic field. Working with the police to
establish a baseball and softball program, Ann
kept the area from being vacant and was in-
strumental in making the athletic fields a re-
ality for the community.

Ann continued to be an active member of
the community, dedicating much of her time to
a better Ridgewood. Whether it was keeping
the neighborhood free from graffiti or pro-
moting the safety of residents, Ann Maggio
truly defined what it meant to be a civic lead-
er.

The legacy she leaves behind exhibits the
love she had for her community. Besides her
family, nothing was more important to Ann
than her love for her neighborhood.

Mr. Speaker, | ask all of my colleagues in
the House of Representatives to join me now
in honoring Ann Maggio for her service to the
people of Ridgewood.

RECOGNIZING THE ACCOMPLISH-
MENTS OF MONARCAS ACADEMY

HON. JERRY McNERNEY

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 10, 2013

Mr. MCNERNEY. Mr. Speaker, | ask my col-
leagues to join me in recognizing and cele-
brating the accomplishments of Monarcas
Academy, a non-profit organization dedicated
to adolescent soccer teams in Stockton, Cali-
fornia. In July of 2013, a Monarcas Academy
team won the U.S. National Cup Xl in the
under age 15 (U15) group. This team also
won the 2013 California State Championship,
2013 San Diego Surf Cup, and the 2013
Santa Clara Sporting Invitational.

Year after year, Monarcas Academy ath-
letes compete at high level soccer tour-
naments throughout California and the nation.
The staff and players at the Academy helped
create the Central Valley Soccer League,
composed of 95 teams that provide youth de-
velopment to local student athletes. In addi-
tion, Monarcas Academy works with Bfut Soc-
cer Academy in Brazil on international soccer
principles.

These efforts benefit our region’s youth by
promoting physical activity, team spirit, and
community involvement. | am proud to rep-
resent the Monarcas Academy in Congress,
and wish the Academy continued success.

| urge my colleagues to join me in com-
mending Monarcas Academy, its U15 cham-
pionship team, and its dedication to helping
the youth in California.
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