September 10, 2013

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks

E1271

EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS

EXTENDING RECOGNITION TO THE
BATTLE OF LAKE ERIE BICEN-
TENNIAL CELEBRATION

HON. JOHN A. BOEHNER

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 10, 2013

Mr. BOEHNER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize America’s victory at the Battle of
Lake Erie during the War of 1812.

On September 10, 1813, Commodore Oliver
Hazard Perry led the American Navy into bat-
tle against the British Navy. At the beginning
of the battle, Perry hoisted his battle flag
which read, “Don’t Give up the Ship.” Com-
modore Perry along with 557 patriots suc-
ceeded with a significant victory which en-
sured America’s control of Lake Erie for the
remainder of the war.

200 years later, we are recognizing this bat-
tle near Put-In-Bay for securing the Northern
Frontier. We gather at Lake Erie to celebrate
Commodore Perry’s victory, the impact this
battle had in the War of 1812, and the long-
lasting peace between nations.

We remember that freedom is never free
and that many have made the ultimate sac-
rifice, so that we may enjoy the freedoms our
forefathers envisioned. Their service and dedi-
cation to country breathes life into the fabric of
our nation.

On behalf of the United States Congress, |
proudly salute Commodore Perry, the Amer-
ican Navy, and the American people on the
Battle of Lake Erie Bicentennial Celebration.

———

A TRIBUTE TO BARBARA CHASE
RIBOUD

HON. ROBERT A. BRADY

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 10, 2013

Mr. BRADY of Pennsylvania. Mr. Speaker, |
rise to honor Barbara Chase Riboud who is
truly a renaissance women. Her talent as a
novelist, poet, scholar and artist of the highest
order, is recognized around the world. We are
happy to claim her as a Philadelphian and are
excited about the exhibition of the first com-
prehensive retrospective of her iconic Malcolm
X Steles at the Philadelphia Art Museum. In
short, we are deeply honored by her work, ac-
complishments and presence once again in
Philadelphia.

Educated at the Philadelphia High School
for Girls’, Temple University’s Tyler School of
Art and the Yale University of Art, she is an
internationally acclaimed visual artist whose
work has been exhibited throughout Europe
and America. Her public sculpture, Africa Ris-
ing, at the African Burial Ground National
Monument in Lower Manhattan expressed as
poetry, sculpture and historical novel is in trib-
ute to the 17th and 18th century burial ground
that yielded the remains of more than 400
mostly enslaved Africans in America.

Among her prestigious awards are the Carl
Sandburg Prize for Best American Poet and
being knighted in the Order of Arts and Letters
by the French government. Her talent is only
eclipsed by her career long commitment to
make known the story of those who came to
America, “ a stunned string of Black
pearls like a hundred year centipede: one
thousand. One thousand thousand. one mil-
lion, three, six, nine, thirty million.”

——————

IN RECOGNITION OF MARIBEL P.
CHAVEZ

HON. MICHAEL C. BURGESS

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 10, 2013

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the distinguished career of Maribel P.
Chavez. After committing 31 years to public
service with the Texas Department of Trans-
portation (TxDOT), Mrs. Chavez retires as Fort
Worth District Engineer.

During her tenure, Mrs. Chavez has worked
collaboratively with local, state, and federal
partners to streamline and implement innova-
tive projects in the Fort Worth District. Her
oversight of the combined $3 billion DFW
Connector and North Tarrant Express projects
reflects her ability to manage complex regional
highway projects through environmental clear-
ance and construction.

Mrs. Chavez was diligent on smaller
projects that were no less complex, but every
bit as important to Tarrant County commu-
nities. Her cooperative effort with the City of
Fort Worth to complete the long-awaited wid-
ening of East Rosedale, improvements at the
Hwy. 287 and Berry St. interchange, and as-
sistance to facilitate completion of Fort Worth’s
new Veterans Outpatient Clinic on Interstate
20 underscore her commitment and respon-
siveness.

Mrs. Chavez’'s career was also notable as
she was the first female engineer hired by
TxDOT and the first female TxDOT District
Engineer. Additionally, she has been recog-
nized for her many achievements including
Woman of the Year by the Dallas-Fort Worth
Chapter of the Women’s Transportation Sem-
inar, Preservation Leadership Award by His-
toric Fort Worth, Inc., and by the Fort Worth
Star-Telegram for her guidance on the DFW
Connector Project.

Her invaluable contribution to my annual
Transportation Summits will be sincerely
missed. It is my privilege to commend Maribel
P. Chavez and wish her well in retirement. Her
work will stand as a monument to her dedica-
tion for years to come.

100 YEARS OF MORONGO BASIN
HISTORY; 2009 IN FOCUS

HON. PAUL COOK

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 10, 2013

Mr. COOK. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the 100th Anniversary of the Morongo
Basin. It is the honor of a life time to be able
to serve the people of the Eight Congressional
District in Washington, D.C. As seen over the
course of the Basin’s 100 year history, this re-
gion maintains a strong sense of community
and upholds many noble traditions. Today |
am here to talk specifically about Ms. Mara
Cantelo and the strong sense of volunteerism
she brings to the community.

Over the past 100 years, there have been
many shining moments to which we can re-
member the Basin. The year 2009 comes to
mind when | think of its altruistic spirit. It was
in 2009 that Mara Cantelo, a Coachella Valley
native, received the Jefferson Award from the
American Institute of Public Service in recogni-
tion of her steadfast and selfless efforts to
help those who are less fortunate. Mara has
been a paragon of benevolence in her com-
munity since 1984 when she co-founded Ten-
der Loving Christmas with her mother Julie
Tunstall.

As the name suggests, Tender Loving
Christmas was dedicated to giving care and
compassion, in the form of food, to those who
needed it most in the holiday season. Since
then it has grown to become Tender Loving
Cause, and has taken to providing for the poor
year round. This charitable labor of love has
successfully fed nearly 3,500 impoverished
people since its inception, and will undoubt-
edly serve thousands more in the future.

To the people of the Morongo Basin, thank
you for including me in your 100 year project.
The sense of volunteerism you and Mara bring
to your community is admirable and a true
beacon of inspiration to us all.

——————

IN RECOGNITION OF 100TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF THE VILLAGE OF
ORION

HON. CHERI BUSTOS

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 10, 2013

Mrs. BUSTOS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the village of Orion, lllinois on the
occasion of the 100th Anniversary of their
Central Park Band Shell.

Orion’s Central Park Band Shell is the cen-
ter piece of their village. It is a place where
families and friends gather to enjoy the com-
pany of each other, their neighbors, and to
take part in various events, including outdoor
movies and concerts. It has hosted notable
guests including Bill Allred’s Jazz Band and
Chris Vallillo, a nationally recognized folk sing-
er and historian who proclaimed it one of the
finest venues he had ever used.
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The Central Park Band Shell has twice been
threatened by demolition. It has survived all
these years and is now listed on the National
Register of Historic Places, which has proved
to be the catalyst for a community-wide pres-
ervation effort. In 2004, the Orion Band Shell
was awarded lllinois’ highest preservation
honor, the Richard Driehaus Project of the
Year Award, by Landmarks lllinois.

Mr. Speaker, | again want to recognize the
village of Orion on this notable event, and am
glad that places like this exist, helping to bring
people together.

HONORING DR. WILLIAM A. “BILL”
CRAIG

HON. MO BROOKS

OF ALABAMA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 10, 2013

Mr. BROOKS of Alabama. Mr. Speaker, it is
my honor and privilege to recognize Dr. Wil-
liam A. “Bill” Craig and his many accomplish-
ments during his career.

After receiving a bachelors degree in elec-
trical engineering from Mississippi State Uni-
versity, Dr. Craig began his civil service career
in 1960 with Dr. Werhner Von Braun’s
Astrionics Laboratory before moving to the
Army Ballistic Missile Defense Agency in
1970, and then as a charter member to the
Army Missile Command’s Missile System Soft-
ware Center when it was established in 1976.

Since 1988, Bill Craig has served as the Di-
rector of the U.S. Army Research, Develop-
ment and Engineering Command, Aviation and
Missile Research, Development and Engineer-
ing Center, Software Engineering Directorate
(SED). Through his leadership, the SED, as
an organization, attained a Level 4 rating
against the Software Engineering Institute’s
(SEI's) Software Capability Maturity Model in
2000. During Dr. Craig’s tenure, the SED has
experienced significant growth, greatly ex-
panding its customer base as well as enlarg-
ing its facilities. As one of only three Life
Cycle Software Engineering Centers in the
Army, the SED provides software and systems
engineering support for most of the Army’s
major weapon and aviation systems. Under
the leadership of Dr. Craig, the SED organiza-
tion is the responsible agent for the develop-
ment and fielding of numerous Army Systems,
including: Joint Battle Command-Platform and
the Aviation Mission Planning System. Also,
the SED, in partnership with the Program.

Executive Officers and Program Mangers,
has established numerous Aviation and Mis-
sile System Integration Laboratories for the
analysis and test of tactical systems and soft-
ware. These laboratories provide the capability
for Joint Services Interoperability Certification
as well as Intra Army Certification. The SED
also is responsible for development and de-
ployment of the America’s Army Program. This
program includes the public game, weapon
systems trainers, and Army recruiting applica-
tions.

The SED collaborates with a number of
other organizations/agencies, including: Space
and Missile Defense Command for Cyber Se-
curity, Jackson State University for Homeland
Security, and as a Technology Transition Part-
ner with the Software Engineering Institute.
The SED has also made significant progress
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in workforce development, in partnership with
the University of Alabama in Huntsville, includ-
ing a very robust Co-op Program, and ad-
vanced degrees in Software Engineering and
Systems Engineering. These opportunities
allow the expansion and growth of the SED
workforce to remain relevant in the complex
areas of the digital world.

Dr. Craig is a highly respected leader and
visionary in the community and a strong pro-
ponent of the greater Tennessee Valley area.
In 2004, he received an honorary doctorate
degree from the University of Alabama in
Huntsville. Additionally he serves on the advi-
sory board for the Electrical and Computer En-
gineering Department at the University of Ala-
bama in Huntsville. Other honors include in-
duction into the Order of Saint Barbara, an
honorary military society of the United States
Field Artillery Association, recognition as su-
pervisor of the year in 1985 by the North Ala-
bama Chapter of Federally Employed Women,
and the first recipient of the Joseph C. Moquin
Award given by the Huntsville Association of
Technology Societies in 2006. In 2010, the
Tennessee Valley National Defense Industrial
Association presented Dr. Craig with the
Medaris Award for demonstrating technical ex-
cellence in promoting the defense prepared-
ness for the nation.

———

HONORING THE 150TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE FIREMAN’S FUND

HON. KEVIN McCARTHY

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 10, 2013

Mr. MCCARTHY of California. Mr. Speaker,
| rise today to recognize the anniversary of a
California company that has dedicated itself to
serving the residents of our state for 150
years. Founded in San Francisco, the Fire-
man’s Fund Insurance Company has been
protecting the future for individuals, families
and businesses since 1863. The Fireman’s
Fund name, which is well-known across Cali-
fornia, emanates from the founder’s arrange-
ment to pay 10 percent of the company’s prof-
its to support the widows and orphans of fire-
fighters who died in the line of duty. That tradi-
tion continues today through the company’s
Heritage Program, providing fire departments
throughout the nation with life-saving equip-
ment and training. Working in combination
with its employees, agents and brokers, the
company has distributed more than $30 million
to support firefighters for safer communities
since 2004, with over $8 million contributed in
California. The company has also been a ben-
efactor for numerous charities in the San
Francisco Bay Area and its generosity has
added tremendously to the vitality of our com-
munities.

Over the past 150 years, Fireman’s Fund’s
contribution to our nation’s history extends far
beyond California. The Fireman’s Fund has in-
sured the construction of some of our nation’s
most treasured landmarks, including the Hoo-
ver Dam, the Golden Gate Bridge and even
Charles Lindbergh’s Spirit of St. Louis. During
our nation’s most trying times of crisis, the
company delivered on its promises. Following
the Chicago Fire of 1871 and the San Fran-
cisco Earthquake of 1906, the Fireman’s Fund
played a critical role in rebuilding after the
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devastation. The company was also present
when needed most for many displaced people
after the Northridge earthquake of 1994, which
devastated much of Southern California.

Throughout its history, the Fireman’s Fund
has prided itself on also being innovative; it
prides itself on being the first insurance pro-
vider to write a standing grain policy in the
U.S,, the first carrier to offer nationwide auto-
mobile insurance and standardized home-
owners insurance, and the first company to
add “green rebuild” insurance to their offer-
ings for homes and businesses. Back in my
hometown of Bakersfield, California, Fireman’s
Fund remains one of our region’s largest agri-
cultural insurers, providing essential risk con-
trol services to hundreds of farm producers in
my Congressional District. lts 150 years of
service has established a name and reputation
which resonates well with insurance agents
and brokers who distribute their product in our
local communities.

Today there are more than 1,200 Califor-
nians working for Fireman’s Fund. Together
they make up a great company that remains
one of California’s most enduring financial in-
stitutions. Given the time of rapid change in
which we live, it is comforting to know that
companies like Fireman’s Fund still endure,
and | ask my colleagues to join me in wishing
them well with the hope that they will still be
protecting the future for individuals, families
and businesses for another 150 years.

———

HONORING THE 40TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF HUMANITIES WASH-
INGTON AND THE 15TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF ITS BEDTIME STORIES
LITERARY GALA

HON. JIM McDERMOTT

OF WASHINGTON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 10, 2013

Mr. MCDERMOTT. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to honor the 40th anniversary of Humanities
Washington and the 15th anniversary of its
Bedtime Stories literary gala in Seattle.

Since its founding in 1973, Humanities
Washington has served the state with human-
ities programming, sparking conversation and
critical thinking using story as a catalyst, nur-
turing thoughtful and engaged communities
across Washington State. As Washington
State’s flagship non-profit for the humanities, it
plays a critical role in addressing an imme-
diate and growing crisis concerning community
identity and understanding, respect for other
perspectives, and the ability of communities to
work together to shape a better future.

Humanities Washington’s work in cultural
education—ranging from Speakers Bureau to
Traveling Exhibits to Family Reading—pro-
motes awareness of the history of local com-
munities and its residents, provides opportuni-
ties for people to gather and learn more about
their unique past and shared present, and nur-
tures relationships that enable us to move for-
ward towards a more prosperous future.

The humanities—including history, literature,
philosophy, ethics, law, and other fields of in-
quiry—encourage us to investigate, speak, lis-
ten, read, reflect, question, think, grow, and
act. Using the disciplines of the humanities,
Humanities Washington provides programs
and experiences of lasting value, creating in-
sight, understanding, wisdom, and a deeper
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