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BusinessForce, myregion.org and Leadership
Orlando, is committed to advancing Central
Florida’s entrepreneurs and moving “ldeas to
Results.” In their quest to build the best entre-
preneurial environment, Orlando, Inc. is posi-
tioned to serve the growing demands of entre-
preneurs and businesses throughout the Cen-
tral Florida region by offering some of the
most powerful and influential business pro-
grams in Central Florida. After a century, Or-
lando, Inc. has thousands of member busi-
nesses that they serve.

Through the high quality, expertise and
strong leadership displayed by Orlando, Inc.,
they have earned and have been accredited a
“Five—Star Chamber” by the United States
Chamber of Commerce. This honor is the
highest level of achievement awarded by the
United States Chamber of Commerce, and
with nearly 7,000 Chambers in the US, only
217 currently remain accredited.

The excellence with which Orlando, Inc. and
the Central Florida Partnership serve Central
Florida’s business community and enterprises
is evident from their history and recognitions.
| commend them for their many achievements
and | am pleased to congratulate them on the
celebration of their 100th anniversary. May
their leadership, service and dedication inspire
many to follow in their footsteps.

———

TRIBUTE TO THOMAS WESLEY
HARRIS

HON. HENRY C. “HANK” JOHNSON, JR.

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, September 9, 2013

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, |
present the following U.S. Citizen of Distinc-
tion:

Whereas, our lives have been touched by
the life of this one man, Thomas Wesley Har-
ris, Jr., who has given so much to our state
and nation; and

Whereas, Thomas “Tom” Harris has been
instrumental as a pioneer in the beauty indus-
try with his artistic talents, his high standards
in creating and innovating cosmetology, being
a mentor for hair stylists and in propelling
many careers in Atlanta and beyond; and

Whereas, this giant of a man accomplished
so much during his time on earth, he served
our country honorably in the U.S. Army, he
was an entrepreneur, creating Tom Harris Hair
Designers, he was a strong community advo-
cate, a motivator and a friend to all; and

Whereas, he gave of himself, his time, his
talent and his life to uplift those in need, he
never asked for fame or fortune he just want-
ed to help somebody and to inspire anybody
by being involved in community activities and
taking the time to encourage and train young
stylists into using their skills to impact an in-
dustry; and

Whereas, Tom Harris led by doing both be-
hind the scenes and on the front lines, he was
an ambassador of goodwill who will be truly
missed; and

Whereas, Tom Harris was a husband, a fa-
ther, a grandfather, and a friend; he was our
warrior, our patriarch, a man of great integrity
who remained true to the uplifting of our com-
munity; and

Whereas, the U.S. Representative of the
Fourth District of Georgia recognizes Tom
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Harris as a citizen of great worth and so noted
distinction;

Now Therefore, |, HENRY C. “HANK” JOHN-
SON, Jr. do hereby attest to the 113th Con-
gress that he is deemed worthy and deserving
of this Congressional Honor by declaring Mr.
Thomas Wesley Harris, Jr. U.S. Citizen of Dis-
tinction in the 4th Congressional District of
Georgia.

Proclaimed, this 15th day of July, 2013.

————

HONORING KENNETH A. CAMP

HON. LUKE MESSER

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, September 9, 2013

Mr. MESSER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the extraordinary accomplishments of
Kenneth A. Camp, President and CEO of
Hillenbrand, Inc., headquartered in Batesville,
Indiana, in my congressional district.

Mr. Camp was elected President and Chief
Executive Officer of Batesville Casket Com-
pany May 1, 2001, and as President, CEO
and Director of Hillenbrand, Inc., March 31,
2008. Previously he had served as senior vice
president of Hillenbrand Industries, Inc., and
as vice president before that. Mr. Camp joined
Hillenbrand in 1981, and has held various po-
sitions with both Hillenbrand and Batesville
Casket. During the course of his career, Ken
has had senior responsibilities in sales, mar-
keting, human resources, manufacturing and
logistics. From 1972 to 1978, Ken served his
country as a commissioned officer and aviator
in the United States Army.

The Hillenbrand companies have been a
premier example of corporate success in Indi-
ana by developing and producing innovative
products in the funeral services, and process
equipment industries. Ken’s hard work and
leadership within the company has been vital
to that success.

Ken soon will retire from his duties leading
this dynamic Hoosier company. | ask the en-
tire 6th Congressional District to join me in
thanking Ken for his long career and service
to both his business and community.

————————

OUR UNCONSCIONABLE NATIONAL
DEBT

HON. MIKE COFFMAN

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, September 9, 2013

Mr. COFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, on January
20, 2009, the day President Obama took of-
fice, the national debt was
$10,626,877,048,913.08.

Today, it is $16,932,605,798,305. We've
added $6,305,728,749,392 to our debt in 4
years. This is $6 trillion in debt our nation, our
economy, and our children could have avoided
with a balanced budget amendment.

September 9, 2013

A TRIBUTE TO THE LIFE OF
MARION ALICE FALKNER GASH

HON. JIM COSTA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, September 9, 2013

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
pay tribute to the life of Marion Alice Falkner
Gash, who passed away on July 31, 2013,
two weeks before her 100th birthday. She had
an exceptional spirit with an “I-can-do-it” atti-
tude. Marion inspired others through her mili-
tary service, professional achievements, excel-
lence in teaching, support of her community,
and devotion to family and friends.

Marion Alice Falkner was born at her fam-
ily's Germania Farm in Yazoo County, Mis-
sissippi on August 14, 1913. She was born to
Marion and Minniealice Falkner and was the
eldest of seven children. Marion graduated
from Hinds Junior College in Raymond, Mis-
sissippi and continued onto Maryville College
in Tennessee to obtain her teaching creden-
tial. After graduation, Marion taught for six
years in Bentonia, Mississippi. In 1940, she
moved to New Orleans to attend Soule Busi-
ness College and worked for attorney John
Minor Wisdom who later became a judge of
the United States Court of Appeals for the
Fifth Circuit.

Shortly after Congress declared war, Marion
moved to Washington, D.C. to serve her coun-
try. She worked at the Pentagon in the Office
of the Budget of the War Department. In 1943,
she joined the Navy WAVES and rose to the
rank of Lieutenant J.G., serving as the Admin-
istrative Officer to Admiral W.K. Romoser,
Commander of the Naval Training School in
Hollywood, Florida.

In 1946, Marion married Navy Lt. Russell
Warner Gash, and they raised two sons,
Frank and Warner. At the time, Navy policy
did not allow female officers to have children
so Marion reluctantly resigned her commission
and assumed the role of navy wife for the rest
of Russell’s naval career. Over the next 15
years, the family moved to eight duty stations
in six different states and Cuba. In 1961, the
family settled in Fresno, California, and Mrs.
Gash returned to teaching.

Mrs. Gash taught English and speech, di-
rected plays, coached debate teams, and es-
tablished a forensics program at Central Union
High School. While working full time, she
earned her Master's degree in education at
California State University, Fresno in 1967.
After retiring in 1978, she continued to volun-
teer in school, church, military, veterans and
community activities. Mrs. Gash was a great
teacher who positively affected the lives of
thousands of students.

Mr. Speaker, it is with great respect that |
ask my colleagues in the House of Represent-
atives to pay tribute to the life of Marion Alice
Falkner Gash, a veteran of World War Il and
a beloved mother, grandmother, aunt, teacher,
and friend.

TRIBUTE TO THE JORDAN FAMILY
HON. HENRY C. “HANK” JOHNSON, JR.

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, September 9, 2013

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, |
submit the following Proclamation:




September 9, 2013

Whereas, the birth of James Jordan in Jack-
son County, Georgia on August 15, 1837
began the Jordan family lineage which has
blessed us with descendants that have helped
to shape our nation; and

Whereas, through the union of James and
Dicey Shields Jordan (1858), Summie, John,
James, Hilliard (Hill), Mary, Woodie, Henry Ar-
thur, Babe, Alice and Emma were born; In
1885, James was united in marriage to his
second wife Nancy Polk Jordan wherein, Ber-
tha, Gilbert, Luther, Pledger, Judson and Lucy
were born. The Jordan Family has produced
many well respected citizens and the patri-
archs and matriarchs of the Jordan Family are
pillars of strength that have touched many
throughout our nation, family members of the
past and present such as Mrs. Janice Ander-
son Edwards, Rev. Frankie Jordan, Rev. Dar-
rell White, Mrs. Evelyn Boynton, Miss Beverly
Gray, Mrs. Annie Ruth Johnson, Mrs. Martha
Ann Whitlock, Mr. Jerome Anderson, Mr.
Summie Jordan, Ms. Rheba Brackery, Miss
Rasheedah Carter, Ms. Vel Ford and Mrs. Ollie
Brooks; and

Whereas, in our beloved Fourth Congres-
sional District of Georgia, we are honored to
have members of the Jordan family for they
are some of our most beloved citizens in our
District; and

Whereas, family is one of the most honored
and cherished institutions in the world, we
take pride in knowing that families such as the
Jordan family have set aside this time to fel-
lowship with each other, honor one another
and to pass along history to each other by
meeting at this year’s family reunion in DeKalb
County, Georgia; and

Whereas, the U.S. Representative of the
Fourth District of Georgia has set aside this
day to honor and recognize the Jordan family;

Now Therefore, |, HENRY C. “HANK” JOHN-
SON, Jr. do hereby proclaim June 28, 2013 as
Jordan Family Reunion Day in the 4th Con-
gressional District of Georgia.

Proclaimed, this 28th day of June, 2013.

IN HONOR OF JOE DUARTE
HON. DORIS 0. MATSUI

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, September 9, 2013

Ms. MATSUI. Mr. Speaker, it is with sad-
ness that | rise in honor of Joe Duarte, who
passed away on July 23 in Sacramento, at the
age of 84. | ask all my colleagues to join me
in honoring Mr. Duarte as his family and
friends gather to celebrate his life and legacy.

Mr. Duarte, a former Merchant Marine, de-
voted his life to helping our community. A life-
long athlete who played professional baseball
with the St. Louis Browns, Mr. Duarte was
committed to promoting recreational and aca-
demic activities for the youth of Sacramento.
As a member of the Greater Sacramento
Evening Optimist Club, in 1971 Mr. Duarte
founded the Optimist All-Star baseball, basket-
ball, and football games. He organized the
best high school seniors from the Greater
Sacramento area into teams to participate in
these games. Not stopping with baseball, bas-
ketball, and football, Mr. Duarte also organized
girls softball and volleyball games.

Mr. Duarte created and organized the Youth
Appreciation Night for Students from more
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than ten schools, which for over 20 years has
recognized students who excel in academic,
athletics and community service. In 2005, he
created the Respect for Law program which
honors seniors from the Criminal Justice
Academies at Grant Union, John F. Kennedy,
Hiram Johnson, and C. K. McClatchy high
schools at a banquet which included their par-
ents and Sacramento law enforcement offi-
cers.

Mr. Duarte’s honors include inductions into
the San Francisco Parks and Recreation Hall
of Fame in 1975, the Greater Sacramento
Softball Association Hall of Fame, and the La-
Salle Club Baseball Hall of Fame at Christian
Brothers High School in Sacramento in 2001.

Mr. Speaker, | ask that my colleagues join
me today in paying honor to Joe Duarte for
being an exemplary member of the Sac-
ramento community. His life and commitment
to our community is an inspiration to us all.
The Greater Sacramento area has lost a true
citizen of the community who always put serv-
ice above self. | ask that we take a moment
and give our utmost respect and condolences
to his wife, Phyllis, and their three children.

—

HONORING THE SERVICE OF
KENNETH ABRAHAMIAN

HON. JIM COSTA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, September 9, 2013

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the service of Kenneth Abrahamian
as he receives his World War 1l (WWII) Med-
als. He is the recipient of the Philippine Lib-
eration Medal, WWII Victory Medal, WWII Asi-
atic Pacific Medal, Navy Good Conduct Medal,
and American Campaign Medal. Mr.
Abrahamian is a source of pride for our Cen-
tral Valley and our entire nation.

Mr. Abrahamian grew up in the Valley and
graduated from Central High School in 1941.
Following his graduation, he enlisted in the
United States Navy to serve his country in
WWII. He served honorably and proudly from
1942 to 1946. Mr. Abrahamian was stationed
in the Pacific as a machinist mate aboard the
USS Spangler and the USS Ajax.

Mr. Abrahamian married Isabelle Zadurian
at the Holy Trinity Armenian Apostolic Church
in Fresno, California. They have three chil-
dren; Jeanette, Patricia, and Kenneth, daugh-
ter-in-law, Sue, and two grandchildren; Ken-
neth Andrew and Allyson Marie.

The Abrahamians have spent their entire
lives in the Rolinda area, a small unincor-
porated community in Fresno County. They
farmed raisins, almonds, alfalfa, barley, black-
eyed peas, broccoli, corn, cotton, oats, onions,
sugar beets, turkeys, and wheat. Mr.
Abrahamian truly understands the importance
of hard work and he has shown that through
his labor on the farm and service in the mili-
tary. As a resident of the Rolinda area, Mr.
Abrahamian is known to be a great neighbor
and friend.

Staying involved and supporting the commu-
nity has always been very important to Mr.
Abrahamian. He is an active member of his
church, and he always participates in the an-
nual Rolinda Charity BBQ. Mr. Abrahamian’s
spirit and drive keep him going every day. A
couple months short of 90 years old, Mr.
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Abrahamian is still out on his farm daily. He is
an inspiration for all of us.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in recognizing the service of Mr. Kenneth
Abrahamian. He truly is a shining example of
a proud American, and we must thank him for
his service to our country.

STATEMENT ON 30 YEARS OF OUT-
STANDING SERVICE OF COUNCIL-
MAN ALBERT VANN

HON. HAKEEM S. JEFFRIES

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, September 9, 2013

Mr. JEFFRIES. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
recognition of the achievements of Council-
man Albert Vann. During his years of service,
Councilman Vann has helped thousands and
worked tirelessly to improve the lives of all
those he encountered. In celebration of his 30
years of outstanding service, Councilman
Vann was honored on May 9, 2013, at Boys
and Girls High School in Brooklyn, NY, where
the library was renamed in his honor.

As both a teacher and elected official,
Councilman Vann has served the people of
Bedford-Stuyvesant, Brooklyn, the community
in which he was born and raised. Councilman
Vann graduated from Franklin K. Lane High
School and went on to earn his B.B.A. from
Toledo University, his Master’'s Degree in Edu-
cation from Yeshiva University, and his Mas-
ter's Degree in Guidance and Counseling from
Long Island University. He served as a ser-
geant in the United States Marine Corps. Prior
to being elected to public office, Councilman
Vann taught at PS 256, JHS 35, and JHS 271
in Brooklyn, NY.

Councilman Vann served in the New York
State Assembly from 1974-2001. Throughout
these years, he continually and fervently rep-
resented the needs of his constituents. As
Chairman of the New York State Black &
Puerto Rican Caucus, he worked to prevent
racial gerrymandering of the New York City
Council. In 1982 he filed a lawsuit that in-
creased the representation of communities of
color—this landmark victory led to the creation
of two additional Congressional Districts, three
additional State Senate Districts, and six addi-
tional State Assembly Districts that rep-
resented communities of color in New York
State.

In 2001, Mr. Vann was elected to the New
York City Council. He has done a tremendous
job as Chair of the Council's Committee on
Community Development, where he has ad-
dressed poverty, foreclosures, and predatory
equity. While in the New York City Council,
Councilman Vann founded the 36th Council
District Katrina Relief Effort, the Black Brook-
lyn Empowerment Convention, and New York
City Works, which strives to reduce the dis-
proportionately high unemployment rate in
Black and Latino communities.

Recognizing the importance of empowering
residents to improve their communities, he
created several taskforces including: Edu-
cation Taskforce; Senior Taskforce; Commu-
nity Safety Taskforce; Youth Taskforce; and
the Coalition for the Improvement of Bedford-
Stuyvesant. Through his leadership with the
Council's HIV/AIDS Faith-Based Initiative,
Councilman Vann has improved HIV/AIDS
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