September 9, 2013

Educators on their many years of unparalleled

success and wish them well and best wishes

as they continue to educate our children.
———

RECOGNIZING THE DEDICATED
SERVICE OF VICKIE B. MULLINS
TO NORTHWEST FLORIDA

HON. JEFF MILLER

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, September 9, 2013

Mr. MILLER of Florida. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize the service of Vickie B.
Mullins upon her retirement from UF/IFAS
Santa Rosa County Extension as the 4-H
Agent for Youth Development. For over forty
years, Mrs. Mullins has served the Gulf Coast
community, and | am privileged to recognize
her success and myriad achievements.

From a very young age, Mrs. Mullins has
called Northwest Florida home. Born in Anda-
lusia, Alabama, Mrs. Mullins and her family
moved in 1955 to Pensacola, Florida, where
she graduated from Woodham High School
and Pensacola Junior College. She continued
her studies at Florida State University, receiv-
ing both a bachelor's and master's degree in
Home Economics Education. Upon graduation,
Mrs. Mullins performed post graduate work at
Mississippi State University and the University
of Mississippi.

Leading up to her career as a 4-H Agent,
Mrs. Mullins served the Gulf Coast in numer-
ous capacities. She worked in the Escambia
County School System from 1972 to 1973,
taught in the Amory and Nettleton School Dis-
tricts, served as the Mississippi State Board of
Health Nutritionist, and directed and taught the
Nettleton First Baptist Church Weekday Early
Education Program. She was also an adjunct
instructor at Pensacola Junior College and the
University of West Florida and the Culinary
Arts Instructor at Locklin Vocational Technical
School 1993-1997, where she was selected
as the Locklin Teacher of the Year. In 1973,
Mrs. Mullins joined the Escambia County Ex-
tension Service and became the first Ex-
panded Food and Nutrition Education Program
Youth Agent in Escambia County. She later
joined the Mississippi Extension Service in
1979, and in 1997, Mrs. Mullins joined the UF/
IFAS Santa Rosa County Extension, where
she has served the last fifteen years as a 4—
H Agent.

If there is one common thread sewn
throughout her professional career, it is Mrs.
Mullins’ passion and dedication for bettering
the lives of those around her. The positive im-
pact Mrs. Mullins has made on the lives of our
Nation’s youth is unquestioned, and it is evi-
denced by the numerous accolades she has
earned over the years. These include the Flor-
ida and National Extension Distinguished
Service Award, the Florida and National Ex-
tension Meritorious Service Award, the Re-
gional and National Power of Youth Award,
the State, Regional, and National Beyond
Youth Leadership Award, and the National 4—
H Program of Distinction Award.

Mr. Speaker, | extend my gratitude to Vickie
Mullins for her years of dedicated service to
Northwest Florida. She is an inspiration to
those around her, and we in Northwest Florida
are blessed to have her as part of the commu-
nity. My wife Vicki joins me in wishing Vickie;
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her husband Dan; their three children Katie,
Sarah, and Jackson; and their entire family all
the best for continued success.

———

RECOGNIZING THE 100TH YEAR AN-
NIVERSARY OF THE BLESSING
OF THE GRAPES CEREMONY AT
THE HOLY TRINITY ARMENIAN
CHURCH

HON. JIM COSTA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, September 9, 2013

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the Holy Trinity Armenian Church
during their celebration of the 100th Blessing
of the Grapes ceremony. This is a very special
time for the Armenian community as they
gather on this holy day.

The blessing of grapes is a special tradition
within the Armenian Church. The ceremony
takes place on a major feast day, “Assumption
of St. Mary” which is a celebration of St. Mary
being assumed into Heaven. Grapes have a
symbolic significance in the Christian faith,
and on this day they are considered to be for-
bidden fruit before being blessed by the Priest
at the closing of the ceremony.

Holy Trinity Armenian Church is an historical
landmark in Fresno, California. The first Arme-
nian Church was destroyed in a fire in 1913,
and the Holy Trinity Armenian Church was
built at an alternate location. Armenian archi-
tect, Lawrence Cone, created the magnificent
church as a sacred place for the Armenian
community. It was the first traditional Arme-
nian Church in the United States.

The Central Valley is home to thousands of
Armenians, and as a community we must also
celebrate the 100 year anniversary of the Holy
Trinity Armenian Church. They have made ev-
erlasting contributions to the City of Fresno,
and our entire country.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in recognizing the 100th Year Anniversary of
the Blessing of the Grapes Ceremony at the
Holy Trinity Armenian Church. Their mission to
provide an infinite amount of faith, hope, and
love to the public is highly respected and
praised.

COMMEMORATING THE 150TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF MASONIC LODGE
422

HON. BILL FOSTER

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, September 9, 2013

Mr. FOSTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
commemorate the 150th anniversary of Ma-
sonic Lodge 422 of Joliet, lllinois. Tracing their
founding to the Civil War, the 250 members of
Masonic Lodge 422 recently celebrated the
longevity of their fraternal organization, and re-
flected on its early days in the Chicago neigh-
borhood of Hyde Park.

Throughout history, Freemasons have dedi-
cated their lives to cultivating good moral char-
acter both within themselves and their commu-
nities. They have consistently involved them-
selves in a variety of charitable causes, in
their belief that one of their important roles is
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to do good for society. The charitable commit-
ments of the Joliet Freemasons include valu-
able medical services like the lllinois Masonic
Medical Center and the Shriners Hospital for
Children, as well as contributions to affiliated
women and children’s advocacy groups.

Over the years, Masonic Lodge 422 has
maintained steady membership and has re-
mained devoted to restoring the charitable and
philosophic legacy of old Masonic orders.
Members of those old orders include our
founding fathers George Washington, Thomas
Jefferson, and Benjamin Franklin, whose
prominence, accomplishments, and positive in-
fluence remain a motivational force for con-
temporary Freemasons.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in not only honoring Masonic Lodge 422, but
also in wishing this shining example of tradi-
tion, resilience, and generosity many more
years of existence.

———

TRIBUTE TO ABBIE BURANNICE
BENN AND JACK BENN

HON. HENRY C. “HANK” JOHNSON, JR.

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, September 9, 2013

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, |
submit the following Proclamation:

Whereas, On December 29, 1881, the union
of Abbie Burannice Benn and Jack Benn in
Morgan County, Georgia, blessed us with de-
scendants that have helped to shape our na-
tion; and

Whereas, to this union fourteen children
were born; Carrie Benn, Emma Benn, John
Benn, Jack Benn, Willie Benn, Anderson
Benn, Birder Benn, Joseph Benn, Elbert Benn,
Lula Benn, Corlor Benn, Mattie Benn, Arthur
Benn and Rosey Benn; and from the children
of Abbie and Jack Benn, and we have seen
and are seeing generations of many well re-
spected citizens, so today we honor all of the
matriarchs and patriarchs, who are pillars of
strength for the Benn, Brinkley and Randolph
families; and

Whereas, in our beloved Fourth Congres-
sional District of Georgia, we are honored to
have many members of the Benn, Brinkley
and Randolph families who are productive citi-
zens in our District; and

Whereas, family is one of the most honored
and cherished institutions in the world, we
take pride in knowing that families such as the
Benn, Brinkley and Randolph families have set
aside this time to fellowship with each other,
honor one another and to pass along history
to each other by meeting at this year’'s family
reunion in Georgia; and

Whereas, the U.S. Representative of the
Fourth District of Georgia has set aside this
day to honor and recognize the Benn, Brinkley
and Randolph families;

Now Therefore, |, HENRY C. “HANK” JOHN-
SON, Jr., do hereby proclaim, July 20, 2013, as
Benn, Brinkley & Randolph Family Reunion
Day in the 4th Congressional District.

Proclaimed, This 20th day of July, 2013.
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IN RECOGNITION OF THE 30TH AN-
NUAL PITTSTON TOMATO FES-
TIVAL FOR ITS CONTINUED SUP-
PORT OF NORTHEASTERN PENN-
SYLVANIA’S AGRICULTURE AND
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT

HON. MATT CARTWRIGHT

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, September 9, 2013

Mr. CARTWRIGHT. Mr. Speaker, | rise to
honor and congratulate the committee mem-
bers and volunteers of the 30th Annual
Pittston Tomato Festival. The City of Pittston,
Pennsylvania has once again staged this re-
markable and unique civic event celebrating
both the exceptional tomatoes grown through-
out the Northeastern Pennsylvania region and
the warmth and hospitality of the City of
Pittston.

The four-day festival that kicked-off on
Thursday, August 15 was designed in part to
showcase just how far the festival has come
since its humble beginnings thirty years ago.
In 1983, Valentine “Val” Delia founded the
festival as a way to showcase the produce of
his garden. Since then, the festival has grown
from a small gathering of local farmers in a
parking lot in downtown Pittston to a widely
recognized and beloved iconic component of
the region’s summer entertainment.

With attractions such as local musicians,
local vendors, a parade, 5K run, and the re-
nowned “Tomato Fights” that raise money for
food-related charities, the Pittston Tomato
Festival showcases the best aspects of the
community. The festival highlights the city’s vi-
brant Italian-American culture, displays its
beautiful and historic revitalization projects,
and fosters an atmosphere of community and
sense of service to others in each and every
one of the thousands of visitors it brings to the
City of Pittston.

In recognition of the 30th Annual Pittston
Tomato Festival, | add my congratulations and
best wishes for continued success in bringing
family recreation and a strengthened sense of
community to the City of Pittston and North-
eastern Pennsylvania.

——————
HONORING THE LIFE AND SERVICE
OF NORTHWEST FLORIDA’S

ALVIN HENRY ENFINGER

HON. JEFF MILLER

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, September 9, 2013

Mr. MILLER of Florida. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize the life and service of
Northwest Florida’s Alvin Henry Enfinger, who
passed away on September 2, 2013. Mr.
Enfinger spent his entire life serving those
around him through his knowledge of medicine
and farming and his predisposition to help his
fellow man.

Born on September 27, 1925, Mr. Enfinger
spent the early years of his life working on his
family’s farm in Chumuckla, Florida. At the
age of 18, he enlisted in the Navy during
World War II. After his military service, Mr.
Enfinger returned home, married the love of
his life Doris Gillman and looked toward his
professional future.
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Mr. Enfinger graduated from Auburn Univer-
sity in 1951 and then decided to pursue his
chosen profession of pharmacy. Only three
years into his practice, Mr. Enfinger opened
his own pharmacy in West Pensacola named
A & E Pharmacy, which is now Northwest
Florida’s oldest, continuously family—owned
and operated pharmacy. A & E Pharmacy has
been very successful throughout its nearly 60
years of operation, at one time being the larg-
est pharmacy in Pensacola. Whereas the Gulf
Coast has seen an influx of large chain phar-
macies as most other areas of the country
have over the years, A & E Pharmacy remains
a local treasure in our community thanks to
Mr. Enfinger’s strong leadership.

Mr. Enfinger never veered too far from his
upbringing on a farm or from his will to serve
the people of Northwest Florida. In 1970, he
began raising Red Angus Cattle, a mission
that earned him significant recognition for his
success and a term as President of The
Southeastern Red Angus Association. He was
also instrumental in preserving the Coon Hill
Cemetery for many years: raising money for
its support, restoring its grounds, and acting
as steward of the cemetery’s history for the
entire community. We were very fortunate to
have such a talented man as a friend, neigh-
bor, and tireless servant to our community.

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the United States
Congress, | am privileged to honor the life of
Mr. Alvin Enfinger. My wife Vicki and | offer
our prayers and sincerest condolences to his
five children, Art Enfinger, Rhonda Enfinger,
David Enfinger, Beth Orr, and Jan Herrera;
eleven grandchildren; and eighteen great
grandchildren. He will truly be missed.

HONORING WILLIAM P. CLARK

HON. LOIS CAPPS

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, September 9, 2013

Mrs. CAPPS. Mr. Speaker, today | rise to
honor the memory of Wiliam P. Clark from
San Luis Obispo County, who passed away
on August 10, 2013.

William Clark was born in Oxnard, California
on October 23, 1931. As a fourth-generation
Californian, Mr. Clark served on several state
courts and as a longtime advisor to President
Ronald Regan. Since 1969, Mr. Clark was ap-
pointed to the SLO County Superior Court, the
California State Appellate Court in Los Ange-
les and later to the California State Supreme
Court by then Governor Reagan, where he
served as an associate justice for eight years.

Recognized for his dedication to public serv-
ice, he was appointed as the Deputy Sec-
retary of State in 1981 by President Reagan.
A year later, he became the National Security
Advisor and then served as the Secretary of
the Interior until 1985. In his later years, Mr.
Clark moved to his ranch in Shandon, Cali-
fornia where he and his wife, Joan, built the
Chapel Hill that he donated to his local com-
munity.

He is survived by his five children.

On a personal note, Mr. Clark was a gra-
cious host when he invited me to visit the
beautiful Chapel Hill. He was a kind man of
character who proudly served his country and
I am honored to have met him.

| offer my most heartfelt condolences to Mr.
Clark’s family and friends. Please join me in
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honoring this exemplary American and San
Luis Obispo County resident.

IN MEMORY OF PETE MIRELEZ

HON. JARED POLIS

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, September 9, 2013

Mr. POLIS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
memory of Mr. Pete Mirelez, who served as a
role model and mentor to his community. He
was proud to be the first Hispanic Adams
County Commissioner and stated that after his
family and friends his second love was Adams
County.

Pete Mirelez was born in LaSalle, Colorado
and was the first person in his family to re-
ceive a college degree, completing his studies
at Chadron State College in Chadron, Ne-
braska. Pete served as Adams County’s first
Director of the War on Poverty Program and
was named Regional Director of the California
Migrant Council in 1968. In 1972, Pete was
named the National Director of the office of
Economic Opportunity Migrant Division in
Washington D.C., before becoming an Adams
County Commissioner. During Pete’s time as
Adams County Commissioner, an edition of
the Brighton Sentinel named him as “one of
the most influential people in Adams County”.

After serving Adams County, Pete was ap-
pointed by President Jimmy Carter as Rep-
resentative to the Secretary of the U.S. De-
partment of Transportation, Region 8, and
served from 1979 to 1981. Afterwards, Pete
served the Colorado Department of Transpor-
tation Highway Commission for twelve years
until becoming a lobbyist for Adams County
School Districts.

Pete was a loving husband, father, grand-
father, and mentor of mine who | was proud
to also call a friend. He exemplified the Amer-
ican dream by showing that through education
and service a person could create positive
change in his community. His true public serv-
ice will be missed.

———

IN HONOR OF THE FIFTIETH ANNI-
VERSARY OF TEMPLE BETH EL
IN SALINAS, CALIFORNIA

HON. SAM FARR

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, September 9, 2013

Mr. FARR. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor and celebrate the Fiftieth Anniversary of
Temple Beth El in Salinas, California. On be-
half of the entire House, | am privileged to ex-
tend the gratitude of Congress and the Amer-
ican people for the past and future service of
the Beth El congregation.

The First Hebrew Congregation and Com-
munity Center of Salinas was established in
1935. During World War 1l, and for a few
years thereafter, Chaplain Hertz of Fort Ord
served the congregation as its first religious
leader. In 1949, Rabbi Seymour Stern joined
the congregation as the synagogue’s first
Rabbi. Rabbi Abraham Haseklorn took over
the rabbinic duties in 1953, and served until
his retirement in 1973. He and his wife Alda
made an invaluable contribution to the Salinas
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