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IN RECOGNITION OF THE 90TH AN-
NIVERSARY OF THE HOLLYWOOD 
SIGN 

HON. ADAM B. SCHIFF 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, September 9, 2013 

Mr. SCHIFF. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
celebrate the 90th anniversary of a true Cali-
fornia icon—the Hollywood Sign in the hills of 
Hollywood, California. 

First erected in 1923, the Hollywood Sign 
originally read ‘‘Hollywoodland’’ to advertise 
the new housing developments that sur-
rounded the Hollywood Hills. In 1949, the sign 
was changed to simply ‘‘Hollywood,’’ and 
since then has become a symbol of the vi-
brant Hollywood movie industry, a beacon at-
tracting talent and tourists to come to Los An-
geles from all over the world, and a national 
treasure. 

In 1973, the Hollywood sign was declared a 
historical and cultural monument of Los Ange-
les. Thus, the Hollywood Sign Trust was es-
tablished to protect the icon. Throughout the 
years, the Hollywood Sign Trust has become 
an avid supporter of cultural events in and 
around Hollywood. The Trust’s current mission 
is to repair, maintain, refurbish, and provide 
improvements to the Hollywood Sign. 

Over the years, the Hollywood Sign has at-
tracted not only those who dream of a career 
in film and television, but also visitors from 
every corner of the world. As a symbol of 
hope, adventure and a bit of glamour, the Hol-
lywood Sign stretches vibrantly across Mount 
Lee, visible throughout Los Angeles. 

I am proud to recognize the Hollywood Sign 
upon its 90th Anniversary, and I ask all Mem-
bers to join me today in honoring this historic 
monument. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE 175TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF ST. PATRICK’S CHURCH 

HON. BILL FOSTER 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, September 9, 2013 

Mr. FOSTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the 175th anniversary of St. Pat-
rick’s Church, the oldest Roman Catholic 
Church in the Diocese of Joliet, Illinois. 

St. Patrick’s Church dates back to 1838 with 
the arrival of Reverend John Francis Plunkett, 
an Irish immigrant who was assigned to pro-
vide spiritual needs to the construction work-
ers of the Illinois & Michigan Canal project. As 
a result of the canal project, many immigrant 
families migrated to the area and as the com-
munity grew, St. Patrick’s Church was born. 

Throughout the next 175 years and seven-
teen pastors, St. Patrick’s Church thrived and 

experienced many changes. For the first 81 
years of its existence, it was located on 
Broadway Street, where the current Victory 
Center now stands. In 1919, it moved to its 
current location on West Marion Street. 

Today, the dedicated parishioners of St. 
Patrick’s Church continue to extend their com-
mitment to service for their community and be-
yond. Whether it be from the $25,000 in aid 
they were able to distribute to unfortunate 
families who sought help with bill payments to 
their impressive Food Pantry program which 
serves more than 300 families a month, the 
parishioners of St. Patrick’s Church truly em-
body the spirit of selfless service. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
today in recognizing St. Patrick’s Church on 
the occasion of their 175th anniversary and I 
wish them many more years of dedicated 
service to the community. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO THE DEMPSEY 
FAMILY 

HON. HENRY C. ‘‘HANK’’ JOHNSON, JR. 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, September 9, 2013 

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I 
submit the following Proclamation: 

Whereas, the birth of Ezekiel Dempsey in 
the state of North Carolina in the 1800’s 
began the Dempsey family lineage which has 
blessed us with descendants that have helped 
to shape our nation; and 

Whereas, the Dempsey Family has pro-
duced many well respected citizens and the 
patriarchs and matriarchs of the Dempsey 
Family are pillars of strength that have 
touched many throughout our nation, family 
members of the past and present such as 
Rev. Tom Dempsey, Stephen Dempsey, Wil-
liam Dempsey, James Dempsey and Sarah 
Dempsey; and 

Whereas, in our beloved Fourth Congres-
sional District of Georgia, we are honored to 
have members of the Dempsey family for they 
are some of our most beloved citizens in our 
District; and 

Whereas, family is one of the most honored 
and cherished institutions in the world, we 
take pride in knowing that families such as the 
Dempsey family have set aside this time to 
fellowship with each other, honor one another 
and to pass along history to each other by 
meeting at this year’s family reunion in DeKalb 
County, Georgia; and 

Whereas, the U.S. Representative of the 
Fourth District of Georgia has set aside this 
day to honor and recognize the Dempsey fam-
ily; 

Now Therefore, I, HENRY C. ‘‘HANK’’ JOHN-
SON, Jr. do hereby proclaim June 8, 2012, as 
Dempsey Family Reunion Day in the 4th Con-
gressional District of Georgia. 

Proclaimed, This 8th day of June, 2012. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF MAY 
SONG VANG PAO 

HON. JIM COSTA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, September 9, 2013 

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
pay to tribute to the life of May Song Vang 
Pao, who passed away on August 5, 2013 at 
the age of 62. Mrs. Gen. Vang Pao was con-
stantly filled with optimism and drive despite 
her nearly eight year battle with cancer. Al-
though faced with increasingly insurmountable 
odds, Mrs. Gen. Vang Pao continued to battle 
the disease to help maintain the legacy of her 
late husband, General Vang Pao. 

May Song was born in Laos on February 5, 
1951 to Nhia Chou Moua and Yee Lee. Re-
ceiving an education was very important to 
May even though it went against her father’s 
beliefs and the gender roles at the time. She 
became a nurse and focused most of her at-
tention on caring for the disabled. May’s deci-
sion to receive an education was the begin-
ning of her lifelong message that it is impor-
tant for both men and women to be educated. 

In 1973, she married General Vang Pao, 
who was the only ethnic Hmong general in the 
Royal Lao Army. This achievement earned 
him worldwide recognition. After aiding the 
United States forces in the Vietnam War, Mr. 
and Mrs. General Vang Pao as well as many 
other Hmong refugees resettled in the United 
States. Eventually settling in California’s Cen-
tral Valley, Mr. and Mrs. General Vang Pao 
continued their roles as leaders in the Hmong 
community. 

Mrs. Gen. Vang Pao was instrumental in 
helping refugees settle into their new Amer-
ican lives. She inspired many young men and 
women to strive for greatness and brought the 
Hmong community together under her benevo-
lent leadership. Mrs. Gen. Vang Pao will re-
main an inspiration to those in both the Amer-
ican and Asian Hmong communities. 

After the passing of General Vang Pao in 
January 2011, Mrs. Gen. Vang Pao remained 
strong and unified the entire Hmong commu-
nity. She helped the community recover from 
the loss of their mentor and hero. In 2012, she 
founded the General Vang Pao Foundation in 
Fresno which aims to help and support dis-
advantaged Hmong families. 

Mr. Speaker, it is with great respect that I 
ask my colleagues in the House of Represent-
atives to pay tribute to the life of May Song 
Vang Pao. She will always be remembered as 
an influential member of our very important 
Hmong community. 
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IN HONOR OF DR. EDDIE T. 

LINDSEY, JR. 

HON. SANFORD D. BISHOP, JR. 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, September 9, 2013 

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, it is 
with a heavy heart and solemn remembrance 
that I pay tribute to a terrific educator and out-
standing citizen of Columbus, Georgia, Dr. 
Eddie T. Lindsey, Jr. Dr. Lindsey passed away 
on Monday, August 12, 2013. A Homegoing 
Celebration was held on Friday, August 16, 
2013 at 12:00 pm at the First African Baptist 
Church in Columbus, Georgia. 

Born on January 24, 1932, Dr. Eddie 
Lindsey grew up in Columbus, Georgia. He 
was a graduate of Spencer High School, and 
went on to attend Savannah State University 
where he found his passion for education. 
Upon graduating, he began his teaching ca-
reer first at Carver High School and then 
taught at his Alma Mater, Spencer High 
School. From 1964–1966, he served as As-
sistant Principal of Carver Elementary School 
before serving as Principal of Marshall Junior 
High School for one year. Then in 1967, he 
was named Principal of Spencer High School, 
where he served for eight more years. 

In 1975, Dr. Lindsey made history as the 
first African-American assistant superintendent 
in Muscogee County when he was named the 
Assistant Superintendent for Policy and Proce-
dures for the Muscogee County School Dis-
trict. In 1980, he became the Assistant Super-
intendent for Policy and Student Services, 
where he served for over 20 years until his re-
tirement on June 30, 1991. 

Dr. Lindsey’s impact stretched far beyond 
his immediate students, however, as he was 
also the first African-American teacher to get 
a six-year certificate, and the first African 
American to serve on the Muscogee County 
School Board, blazing a trail for many other 
Black teachers and administrators. He created 
and published the school district’s first policy 
booklet and student behavior code, a manual 
that is still being used today. 

Dr. Lindsey’s commitment to education was 
reflected in his own academic achievements, 
as he continued to pursue a higher level of 
education, receiving a Master’s Degree from 
Atlanta University and a Doctorate of Edu-
cation from Auburn University in 1978. 

A love for education surrounded Dr. Lindsey 
outside of the classroom as well. His wife of 
57 years, Constance, is a retired educator of 
the Muscogee County School District. His two 
sons also followed in his footsteps; his oldest 
son, Eddie, is Coordinator of Edgewood Alter-
native School, and his youngest son, Chris-
topher, is Principal of G.W. Carver High 
School. 

George Washington Carver once said, ‘‘No 
individual has any right to come into the world 
and go out of it without leaving behind distinct 
and legitimate reasons for having passed 
through it.’’ We are all so blessed that Dr. 
Eddie Lindsey passed this way and during his 
life’s journey did so much for so many for so 
long. He leaves behind a great legacy in edu-
cation to the thousands of students, teachers, 
and administrators whose lives he touched 
and brightened. 

On a personal note, Dr. Eddie Lindsey was 
a close personal friend of mine and one of the 

first educators I met when I first came to Co-
lumbus in 1972. I have truly been blessed by 
his friendship, counsel and inspiration through-
out the years. 

Mr. Speaker, my wife Vivian and I, along 
with the more than 700,000 people of the Sec-
ond Congressional District salute Dr. Lindsey 
for his outstanding achievements, service, and 
public distinction. I ask my colleagues in the 
House of Representatives to join us in extend-
ing our deepest condolences to Dr. Lindsey’s 
family, friends and the Columbus, Georgia 
community during this difficult time. We pray 
that they will be consoled and comforted by an 
abiding faith and the Holy Spirit in the days, 
weeks and months ahead. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO JACK O’NEILL 

HON. ADAM B. SCHIFF 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, September 9, 2013 

Mr. SCHIFF. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Burbank, California resident and home-
town hero Jack O’Neill. 

Mr. O’Neill started his career at the National 
Broadcasting Company (NBC) in New York in 
January of 1967. He rose through the ranks 
starting as an entry-level cost coordinator and 
in 2005 retired as NBC’s Vice President of Fa-
cilities and Corporate Sourcing. His tireless 
work ethic, charisma, and commitment to the 
community led him to become the face of 
NBC in Burbank. 

In 1977, Mr. O’Neill transferred from NBC’s 
New York office to KNBC’s facility in Burbank, 
California. In the late 1980’s when the City of 
Burbank initiated its Media District Specific 
Plan and NBC proposed the NBC Plaza, Mr. 
O’Neill attended countless meetings with resi-
dents, the City Council, and Planning Board 
answering the difficult questions and creating 
positive dialogue in the city. Mr. O’Neill was 
instrumental in keeping NBC in Burbank and 
saved countless jobs in the Los Angeles re-
gion. 

After Mr. O’Neill’s retirement from NBC, he 
became Chief Operating Officer of the Bob 
Hope Family Estate in 2006, where he super-
vised the family’s expansive real estate port-
folio and advised the Hope Family businesses 
throughout the world. Currently, Mr. O’Neill 
serves as a Principal at the O’Neill Group, a 
real estate and business consulting firm. 

Always willing to serve the community, Mr. 
O’Neill has volunteered and served as emcee 
or host at various fundraisers for groups like 
the Boys and Girls Club of Burbank, Burbank 
Unified School District, Burbank Temporary 
Aid Center, Burbank Public Library, and Bur-
bank Sunrise Rotary. 

I ask all Members of Congress to join me in 
honoring Jack O’Neill for his exemplary serv-
ice to the Burbank community. 

f 

HONORING MRS. MARY EDITH 
BROWN COLEMAN 

HON. PETER J. VISCLOSKY 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, September 9, 2013 

Mr. VISCLOSKY. Mr. Speaker, it is with 
great pleasure and sincere respect that I con-

gratulate Mrs. Mary Edith Brown Coleman as 
she is recognized by First Church of God in 
Gary, Indiana, for 73 years of continuous serv-
ice to the church. Edith will be recognized for 
her lifetime of dedicated service on September 
22, 2013 at First Church of God. 

Edith Brown was born on February 13, 1917 
in Muskogee, Oklahoma. She was one of four 
children born to Luther Albert Brown and Dora 
Rozolia Draper Brown. Having gone on to live 
in Kansas City, Kansas, and Chicago, Illinois, 
Edith finally relocated to Gary, Indiana, in 
1940. Quite the accomplished student, Edith 
completed her Bachelor of Science and Mas-
ter of Science degrees in education at Indiana 
University in Bloomington. From there, she de-
cided to go into the teaching profession. As a 
teacher at Frederick Douglass Elementary 
School in Gary for over 27 years, Edith was 
able to enrich the lives of so many young peo-
ple in the Gary community. For her commit-
ment to the youth of Northwest Indiana, she is 
worthy of the highest praise. 

Equally impressive, Edith has always been 
seen as the foundation of her family. She and 
her husband, the late William Henry Coleman, 
were blessed with the births of two wonderful 
children: Norma Louise Coleman and the late 
Merle Jean Coleman. Edith’s family, as well as 
the many people whose lives she has 
touched, admire her for devoting unselfish 
love, time, dedication, guidance, and spirit to 
her family, her students, her church, and her 
community. 

As well as being dearly loved and respected 
by her family, her students, and her commu-
nity, Edith is also well known for her involve-
ment with her church, First Church of God. 
Over the course of seventy-three years, Edith 
has taught Sunday School, been the director 
of the Daily Vacation Bible School, held mem-
berships in the local and national Missionary 
Societies, sung in the church choir, created 
beautiful and meaningful bulletin board dis-
plays, served as a deaconess, and taught a 
manners class for young children. 

For years, Edith has also been a distin-
guished member of the American Association 
of University Women, the Women’s Associa-
tion of the Northwest Indiana Symphony Soci-
ety, the Red Hat Society, and the Sigma 
Gamma Rho Sorority. Since her arrival in 
Northwest Indiana, Edith has been known as 
a good-hearted woman who is always willing 
to help the people of her church and her com-
munity. For her selflessness, she is to be 
commended and admired. 

Mr. Speaker, Mary Edith Brown Coleman 
has given her time and efforts selflessly to her 
church and the community in Northwest Indi-
ana throughout her illustrious life. She has 
taught every member of her family and ex-
tended family the true meaning of service to 
others. I respectfully ask that you and my 
other distinguished colleagues join me in com-
mending Edith for her lifetime of service. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF UNITED WAY 
OF DENTON COUNTY 

HON. MICHAEL C. BURGESS 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, September 9, 2013 

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the United Way of Denton County and 
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