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EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS

RECOGNIZING THE VAN DUZER
FOUNDATION AND SCOTT VAN
DUZER

HON. PATRICK MURPHY

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, September 6, 2013

Mr. MURPHY of Florida. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize the work of the Van Duzer
Foundation and its founder, Mr. Scott Van
Duzer of Port Saint Lucie, Florida, in honor of
his philanthropic efforts, which have touched
many lives across the Treasure Coast.

Scott started the Van Duzer Foundation in
2008 to help families and individuals impacted
by tragic and often unforeseen circumstances.
Since its inception, the foundation has orga-
nized blood drives garnering more than 7,000
pints of blood and raising over $800,000 for
families and individuals in need. The Founda-
tion’s family-friendly fundraising events are
well attended by many in the community and
positively serve as a model of civic engage-
ment.

A few years ago, Scott learned about two
boys who were in desperate need of a blood
transfusion. Because of a shortage, one of the
boys waited nine hours for life-saving blood to
arrive. Rising to the call of activism, Scott col-
laborated with his board of directors to partner
with Florida’s Blood Centers to host a blood
drive where initially over 300 pints of blood
were collected. The Foundation later hosted
their inaugural Be a Hero Day where 1,000
pints of blood were donated. Having hosted
several blood drives since, the 7,000 pints of
blood collected by the Van Duzer Foundation
have impacted over 21,000 lives, a figure of
three lives per donation of blood. In recogni-
tion of the work of the Van Duzer Foundation,
last year Scott was honored by a visit from
President Obama at his local pizza shop
where he gave the President a much-pub-
licized bear hug. Mr. Speaker, | am honored to
recognize the great work of the Van Duzer
Foundation and to call Scott not only a con-
stituent, but a friend. In today’s busy, complex
world we must recognize the depth of philan-
thropy and its impact. We better ourselves by
improving our communities and being our
neighbor’s keeper. As evidenced through Scott
Van Duzer and the Van Duzer Foundation, it
is through these means in which all Americans
can participate in perpetuating a prosperous
pathway for our Nation.

CELEBRATING THE LIFE AND
LEGACY OF RUTH ASAWA

HON. NANCY PELOSI
OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Friday, September 6, 2013

Ms. PELOSI. Mr. Speaker, on August 6th
San Francisco lost a visionary artist, educator,
community activist, civic leader and beloved

friend. Ruth Asawa was an internationally rec-
ognized sculptor who will be long remembered
for her public works of art, her extraordinary
wire sculptures, and her commitment to the
people of San Francisco, especially our chil-
dren. Her memory will embolden future gen-
erations to devote their passions to the free-
dom of self-expression and public betterment.

The story of Ruth Asawa is the story of
America, of great patriotism and ethnic pride,
as reflected in her life and work. She earned
the recognition she deserved, conquering dis-
crimination as a female in a male-dominated
discipline, and during and after World War Il
when our government incarcerated Ruth, then
16 years old, her family, and about 110,000
fellow Japanese Americans in internment
camps throughout the United States.

Ruth and her family were first sent to Santa
Anita Race Track in Los Angeles, California,
housed in horse stables for six months before
being transferred to a barbed wire enclosed
camp in Rohwer, Arkansas. After the war, lin-
gering ill will against Japanese Americans pre-
vented her from securing a teaching position
and completing her degree. She decided to
study art at Black Mountain College in North
Carolina where she studied with painter Josef
Albers, dancer Merce Cunningham and archi-
tect/inventor Buckminster Fuller and met her
husband Albert Lanier. They decided to live in
San Francisco because of its vibrant arts com-
munity and respect for diversity as the Laniers
were an interracial couple. In Noe Valley, one
of many neighborhoods in San Francisco, they
raised their six children.

As a trustee of the San Francisco Fine Arts
Museums, Ruth influenced the evolution of the
new de Young museum and was a strong
supporter of the museum’s innovative architec-
ture. More than 150 of her works are pre-
served at the de Young where her gorgeous
hanging wire sculptures are permanently dis-
played.

Ruth’s public works include such recogniz-
able San Francisco landmarks as the Andrea
Mermaid Fountain at Ghirardelli Square, the
Hyatt on Union Square Fountain, the
Buchanan Mall Fountains in Japan town, the
Aurora Fountain at Bayside Plaza and the
Garden of Remembrance at San Francisco
State. Other great works in the San Francisco
Bay Area include the Japanese American In-
ternment Memorial in front of the Federal
Building in San Jose, California.

Ruth will be forever remembered for her
dedication to our children and her loving work
to make our schools and City more joyful
learning environments. Her legacy will live on
in the young artists who attend Ruth Asawa
School of the Arts which she founded. She
also founded the Alvarado Arts Workshop
which established the artist-in-residence model
of public arts education. It is a national model.
Ruth helped organize the Music, Dance,
Drama and Science (MADDS) Festival, now
an annual city-wide youth event sponsored by
schools, civic leaders, neighborhood groups,
and museums.

It was a great honor for me to be asked to
say a few words at the celebration of Ruth’s

life on August 27th in San Francisco’s beau-
tiful Golden Gate Park. | spoke about our
City’s great love for Ruth and her tremendous
impact on the Bay Area, and | learned about
talents beyond Ruth’s art, her love of gar-
dening and sharing her bounty, most particu-
larly her famous ginger garlic salad dressing,
with her friends and loved ones. To Ruth’s
children Xavier, Aiko, Hudson, Addie and
Paul, her ten grandchildren, and four great
grandchildren | extend my deepest sympathy.
| hope it is a comfort to them that Ruth will for-
ever be remembered, not only for her work
that so lovingly adorns our City, but also for
her activism and leadership that showed us
how to mentor generations to come.

CELEBRATING 30 YEARS OF
FRIENDSHIP BETWEEN HENDER-
SONVILLE, TENNESSEE AND
TSURU, JAPAN

HON. DIANE BLACK

OF TENNESSEE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, September 6, 2013

Mrs. BLACK. Mr. Speaker, this year, Hen-
dersonville, Tennessee celebrates thirty years
of friendship with its sister city, Tsuru, Japan.
At a time when news headlines each day re-
mind us of discord among other nations, the
lasting relationship between these two cities
stands as a reminder that when individuals
and communities reach out across cultural
boundaries, they can build meaningful bonds
that stand the test of time.

First established on May 18, 1983 by former
Hendersonville mayor T.W. Patterson and
former Tsuru mayor Michimasa Tahabe, this
relationship has truly lived up to its original
purpose: “To serve as a perpetual symbol for
mutual hospitality for the exchange of ideas
and visitors between the cities of Tsuru and
Hendersonville, and as a welcoming beacon to
travelers from both communities.”

The Tsuru-Hendersonville relationship has
yielded many years of student exchange trips
and delegation visits from parents, teachers,
and community leaders that have enhanced
the lives of our cities’ people. Host families in
both countries have generously opened up
their homes to visitors and learned from their
unique experiences.

Later this month, city officials, civic group
representatives, local students, and members
of the Tsuru-Hendersonville Friendship Com-
mittee will travel to Tsuru, Japan, to com-
memorate this special anniversary. As they
join together with the Tsuru people to cele-
brate three decades of honor and goodwill, |
join them in wishing for a prosperous future for
both communities and many years of contin-
ued friendship.

® This “bullet” symbol identifies statements or insertions which are not spoken by a Member of the Senate on the floor.

Matter set in this typeface indicates words inserted or appended, rather than spoken, by a Member of the House on the floor.
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HONORING THE ROCKWALL WOM-
EN’S LEAGUE FOR 40 YEARS OF
SERVICE

HON. RALPH M. HALL

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, September 6, 2013

Mr. HALL. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor an invaluable group of selfless women,
the Rockwall Women’s League, for their 40
years of charitable service in the Rockwall
community.

This non-profit organization was chartered in
Rockwall, Texas, on November 27, 1973, with
a group of 50 women volunteers. The bold vi-
sion of these women now is being cultivated
with over 125 active and associate members.

The Rockwall Women’s League is com-
mitted to unite and promote the Rockwall area
through community service and through the
initiation and support of civic, educational, and
social events. Funds for these service projects
are raised largely through an annual Charity
Ball, which has to-date raised almost 3 million
dollars and has become a gala fundraiser due
to generous community support.

The League contributes greatly to edu-
cational initiatives through its monthly pro-
grams, including serving over 35 charitable or-
ganizations and awarding scholarships to
graduating seniors at all three Rockwall Coun-
ty high schools. Bolstering civic and social life,
the Rockwall Women’s League has graciously
supported and initiated programs such as the
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Helping Hands Children’s Clinic for low in-
come children, arts in the Rockwall school
system, and the annual tree lighting event, co-
hosted with the city of Rockwall. These
women also provide hands-on service in a
myriad of ways from providing hot meals for
senior citizens and volunteering in nursing
homes, to selling pumpkins in the local pump-
kin patch.

The work of this league has not only
strengthened the community of Rockwall for
the past 40 years, but has also developed en-
during friendships among its members. Mr.
Speaker, | commend the Rockwall Women'’s
League for their dedicated service to their
community and ask my colleagues to join me
in honoring these remarkable women on the
occasion of their 40th anniversary.

—

COMMENDING MARTIN COUNTY
NORTH LITTLE LEAGUE ALL-
STARS 2013 FLORIDA STATE LIT-
TLE LEAGUE CHAMPIONSHIP

HON. PATRICK MURPHY

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, September 6, 2013

Mr. MURPHY of Florida. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to commend the Martin County North
Little League All-Stars and their accomplish-
ment in winning the 2013 Florida State Little
League Championship.

As a baseball player and former Little Lea-
guer myself, | am very proud to that my district
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is home to this year's state champions. Not
only did these athletes compete to make it to
the Florida State Tournament; but once there,
they bested seven other teams, which is no
easy feat. After four rounds of competition,
Martin County North made it to the title game
on July 29th where they defeated Sarasota
American, in a 7-1 victory.

| would like to take this moment to also re-
flect on the inspiring nature of the team’s man-
ager, Mark Rodgers. Coach Rodgers success-
fully led his team to victory through hard work
and dedication as well as a love of the game.
He was able to instill in these twelve year-olds
that with a supportive community, the goal of
winning the Florida State Little League Cham-
pionship was more than possible. He taught
them “pride, passion, and purpose.” As the
mentors of my youth also did, Coach Rodgers
laid the foundation in understanding how these
are essential elements of success and how to
always go after your dreams.

Mr. Speaker, | am privileged today to have
this opportunity to recognize Coach Tom
Galinis, Blaine Kilbreth, Zach Galinis, Cam
Provines, Payton Mcintosh, Hunter Wentworth,
Tibur Rivero, Richie Pfluger, Wyatt Menendez,
Jacob Rader, Dominick Thompson, Justin
Altieri, Taylor Higgins, Marcus Mastellone,
Coach Andrew Rodgers, and Manager Mark
Rodgers on being the Sunshine State’s 2013
Little League champions. | am proud that they
represent my district and wish them continued
success both on and off the field.
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