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and children’s products (e.g. high chairs, car 
seats, changing pads and others). 

ZERO TO THREE’s mission is to ensure 
that all babies and toddlers have a strong 
start in life. For over thirty years, we have 
focused on translating the science of early 
brain development for parents, practitioners, 
and policymakers. We take an interdiscipli-
nary approach and seek to underscore the 
fact that domains of development in very 
young children are inextricably related. We 
believe that ‘‘good health,’’ as defined and 
included in our policy framework and prior-
ities, is crucial for children to be able to de-
velop, learn, and be ready for school. A 
baby’s good health begins with her care-
giver’s ability to make sound choices about 
child rearing practices and use of baby prod-
ucts that can positively or negatively impact 
their child’s development. In order to make 
these choices, caregivers need guidance re-
sulting from evidence-based information 
about exposure to environmental and syn-
thetic toxins. 

This farsighted legislation will help pre-
vent developmental delays in children that 
may be stemming from or linked to flame 
retardants. Research is showing that flame 
retardants chemicals are toxic to all human 
beings. However, the removal of such toxins 
is especially critical for pregnant mothers as 
well as infants and toddlers because they are 
more vulnerable to the effects of toxin expo-
sure because of their rapid rate of growth. 
These stages are marked by rapid cell divi-
sion and differentiation, organ formation, 
and brain development. This growth rate 
renders the systems particularly vulnerable 
to disruption. In fact, studies show that 
flame retardants have been correlated with 
negative effects to motor performance (co-
ordination, fine motor skills), cognition (in-
telligence, visual perception, visual-motor 
integration, inhibitory control, verbal mem-
ory, and attention), and behavior (e.g. hyper-
activity). Moreover, prenatal exposure to 
such toxins can result in miscarriage, birth 
defects, low birth weight, and preterm birth. 
In the longer-term, such exposure poses in-
creased risk for development of childhood 
cancer, widespread disorders like asthma and 
obesity, infertility, and other child- and 
adult-onset diseases. 

Flame retardants chemicals are added to 
the filling materials of children products and 
furniture to meet the California Standard 
Technical Bulletin (TB) 117. While California 
is the only state following TB 117, it has be-
come the de facto national standard. Many 
national furniture manufacturers use this 
standard for all their furniture across the 
U.S. to avoid double inventory. Flame re-
tardant chemicals continuously migrate out 
of household products and settle into dust. 

Research shows that exposure to toxic 
flame retardant chemicals can me associated 
with increased cancer, neurological deficits, 
developmental problems and reduced fer-
tility. Although some flame retardants were 
removed from use in children sleepwear in 
the 1970s, similar flame retardants continue 
to be used in children products such as nurs-
ing pillows, car seats, sleeping wedges, port-
able crib mattresses, baby carriers, strollers 
and changing table pads. Toddlers who crawl 
in the dust and put their hands in their 
mouths have the highest levels of toxic 
flame retardant chemicals in their bodies. 
This is at an age when their neurological and 
reproductive organs are still developing and 
they are the most vulnerable to the toxic ef-
fects of the chemicals. 

Based on recent studies and laboratory re-
search, the California standard TB 117 has 
not been found to significantly improve fire 
safety or prevent ignitions from small flame 
sources. Furthermore, such baby products do 
not pose a fire hazard. According to fire pro-

tection groups, flame retardants have not led 
to improvements in fire safety and pose an 
unnecessary health hazard. 

We urge the Congress to adopt the DUST 
Act to protect innocent infants and children 
from these harmful toxins. The DUST Act 
translates the compelling research into pre-
ventive policy and legislation that helps pro-
mote positive, healthy development that will 
resonate throughout a child’s school career 
and life, increasing their individual well- 
being and future contributions to society. 

Sincerely, 
MATTHEW MELMED, 

Executive Director. 
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RECOGNIZING THE 90TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF BOY SCOUT TROOP 401 
OF AUBURN, WASHINGTON 

HON. DAVID G. REICHERT 
OF WASHINGTON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, August 1, 2013 

Mr. REICHERT. Mr. Speaker, I rise to rec-
ognize the 90th anniversary of Boy Scout 
Troop 401 of Auburn, Washington on August 
10, 2013. Troop 401 is one of the longest run-
ning Boy Scout Troops in its council and in the 
state. Beginning as Troop 1, under Scout-
master Harlan R. Stone 90 years ago, they re-
main a strong and visible presence in the Au-
burn community. 

On this momentous occasion, I’d like to per-
sonally thank Boy Scout Troop 401 for its out-
reach to the community and its service to the 
Auburn area. Each time I return to my District, 
Mr. Speaker, I am reminded of the incredible 
work of the Boy Scout Troops in our commu-
nities. For almost a century, Troop 401 has 
helped make future leaders of this country by 
combining educational activities with lifelong 
values of service and ensuring they have fun 
in the process. Investing in our youth is the 
key to building a more conscientious, respon-
sible, and productive society. 

Mr. Speaker, Boy Scout Troop 401 is a 
unique and dedicated group of young men. 
Their true impact is immeasurable and their 
outreach and accomplishments are legendary. 
Here’s to the next 90 years, Mr. Speaker. 

Special recognition belongs to the current 
Scouts and Scout Leaders of Troop 401. They 
are listed below. 

Scouts: Andrew Armatas, Andrew Fischer, 
Brandon Griffin, Brandon Clark, Conner 
Whitlock, Connor Perius, Dalton Blair, 
D’Angelo Washington, David Barnett, Dennis 
Nugent, Dominic Nelson, Gavin Skaar, George 
Gibson, Gunter Rice, Guy Adamo, Hunter 
Danz, Hunter Whitlock, Isaac Park, Jacob 
Wheeler, Jarrett Floyd, Joey Cushing, Joshua 
Blair, Judah Stelzer, Justin Higginson, Kaelub 
Graevell, Kolby McCue, Kyle Wilkins, Lee 
Vandeberg, Marshall Barnhart, Matthew 
Higdon, Mikko Holcomb, Nicholas Mayer, 
Noah Koester, Spencer Jones, Steven Ernst, 
Steven Frank, Thomas Snyder, Tyler Cushing, 
Tyler Hayes, Tyler Schef, Wyatt Bishop, and 
Zane Barnhart. 

Scout Leaders: Chris Cushing, Craig 
Koester, Daniel Whitlock, Dave Bishop, Gor-
don Blair, Holly Jones, James Nannery, John 
Wilson, Julie Fischer, Kevin Fischer, Kim 
Cushing, Laura Higdon, Laura Whitlock, 
Margrett Everitt, Michael Jones, Mitchell 
Gering, Nick Perius, Rex Frank, Sharon 
D’Adams, Stacey Bishop, Terri Danz, Tiffany 
Hopkins, and Will Cadra. 

MONTESSORI ACADEMY OF 
PEMBROKE PINES 

HON. DEBBIE WASSERMAN SCHULTZ 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, August 1, 2013 

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to commemorate the newly ex-
panded Montessori Academy in Pembroke 
Pines, FL. 

As the 2013–2014 academic term com-
mences, the Montessori Academy will educate 
students from infancy through middle school, 
with the goal of preparing them to be lifelong 
learners and responsible citizens of the world 
community. 

A quality education equips our youth with 
the skills they need to succeed in life, includ-
ing critical thinking skills for inside and outside 
the classroom. Students attending the Montes-
sori Academy will be able to take advantage 
of the new elementary and middle school 
classrooms, labs, arts and media centers, 
computer labs, and gymnasium. 

As a parent of three students in Broward 
County schools, I am grateful for every fan-
tastic teacher, school leader, and professional 
working to make a difference in the lives of 
our children. Education is not only the right of 
every child; it is the cornerstone of America’s 
future. 

I wish the Montessori Academy the best as 
faculty, staff, students, and parents prepare for 
a successful school year. Go Eagles! 
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HONORING MEDICARE’S 48TH 
BIRTHDAY 

HON. JOHN CONYERS, JR. 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, August 1, 2013 

Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
celebration of the 48 years of Medicare’s ex-
istence. 

The benefits Medicare has brought to older 
Americans are almost boundless. Millions of 
Americans have lived longer, more productive, 
healthier lives because of the medical care 
they received under this program. Many would 
have incurred financial ruin, suffered need-
lessly and died prematurely otherwise. 

I voted for Medicare during my first summer 
as a congressman, back in 1965, during a 
time that was very different from the America 
of today. 

For several years, President Lyndon John-
son had been calling for Congressional action 
to address the overwhelming need to extend 
medical care to all seniors, as only half of 
older adults had any health insurance during 
that era. 

Responding to President Johnson’s call for 
a Medicare bill, and following my own convic-
tions, I joined with Rep. Cecil King of Cali-
fornia and introduced in January of 1965, as 
my very first piece of legislation, a bill that 
would have provided hospital care under So-
cial Security and an increase of benefits. 
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I said, at the time, ‘‘Our senior citizens have 

far too long been neglected in this the most 
prosperous of societies on earth. Many of 
them, after leading productive lives prior to 
their twilight years, have been so overbur-
dened with medical costs that they have been 
denied the rewards that should come with re-
tirement.’’ 

We have five decades of evidence that indi-
cates the solution to our nation’s healthcare 
crisis isn’t cutting Medicare. It’s strengthening 
Medicare and expanding it to cover everyone. 

However the Affordable Care Act ultimately 
plays out, we know two things for certain: Mil-
lions of Americans will remain uncovered and 
the for-profit insurance industry will remain in 
charge of prices and life-and-death treatment 
decisions. The only way to ensure everyone is 
covered is with Medicare-for-All, single payer 
system. 

The richest country in the history of human-
ity has a moral obligation to cover all of its in-
habitants with health care coverage. We be-
lieve health care is a right, and should not be 
treated as a benefit reserved for the privi-
leged. 

Mr. Speaker, today, as we celebrate Medi-
care’s birthday, I urge Congress to fulfill Medi-
care’s promise and enact H.R. 676, single- 
payer legislation and enshrine health care as 
a fundamental right recognized by our great 
nation. 
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HONORING THE 50TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE CITY OF CORAL 
SPRING, FLORIDA 

HON. THEODORE E. DEUTCH 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, August 1, 2013 

Mr. DEUTCH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
honor of the 50th Anniversary of the great City 
of Coral Spring, Florida. Incorporated on July 
10th, 1963, the City of Coral Springs has 
grown from little more than a patch of marsh-
land in southern Florida into the 13th largest 
city in the state and the first state-level recipi-
ent of the Malcolm Baldrige National Quality 
Award. Today I recognize Coral Springs for its 
remarkable transformation from town with a 
single covered bridge to a city of more than 
120,000 residents. 

Whether it be its top-rated public schools 
and city government, large and robust park 
and recreation system, myriad of shops, deli-
cious restaurants and entertaining nightlife, 
Coral Springs truly has something for every-
one. If you are looking to raise a family or are 
a young professional looking to enjoy one of 
the top 100 cities in the Nation for young peo-
ple, the city’s vibrant economy and high qual-
ity of living make Coral Springs a wonderful 
place to call home. 

I join today with my family in wishing Coral 
Springs many more years of prosperity. On 
the 50th Anniversary of its inception, I urge all 
cities across of this great country to follow 
Coral Spring’s footsteps. 

IN RECOGNITION OF GREATER 
SHADY GROVE MISSIONARY BAP-
TIST CHURCH’S 150TH ANNIVER-
SARY 

HON. SANFORD D. BISHOP, JR. 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, August 1, 2013 

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, it is 
my honor and pleasure to extend my sincere 
congratulations to the congregation of Greater 
Shady Grove Missionary Baptist Church in Co-
lumbus, Georgia as the church’s membership 
and leadership celebrates a remarkable 150 
years. The congregation of Greater Shady 
Grove Missionary Baptist Church will celebrate 
this very significant anniversary with a Sesqui-
centennial Celebration on Sunday, August 4, 
2013 at the Columbus Convention and Trade 
Center in Columbus, Georgia. 

Tracing its roots back to the Civil War era, 
the church was founded in 1863 on the east-
ern bank of the Chattahoochee River, under a 
grape arbor in an oak grove. During a meeting 
at the house of Brother Boston Miles and Sis-
ter Mary Moore, the first members of the 
church, the church was named ‘‘Shady Grove 
Baptist Church.’’ 

From its inception through 1932, the church 
was served by its first sixteen ministers, each 
leaving their lasting mark on the church in 
some form or fashion. Perhaps the most nota-
ble, Reverend L.F. O’Bryant, served eleven 
years as the seventh pastor of the church and 
instituted a large renovation program to ex-
pand the size and reach of the church. 

In 1932, Reverend W.A. Reid began his 
service as the church’s seventeenth minister, 
and would go on to serve until his death in 
1942. Under Rev. Reid’s careful eye, the 
church expanded again, adding an annex and 
instituting the Vacation Bible School. 

In 1949, under the Reverend J.J. Ivey, the 
eighteenth pastor, more renovations were 
made, which included the purchase of new 
pews and pulpit furniture, the installation of 
hardwood floors, and the purchase of an 
organ to enhance church service. Rev. Ivey 
would serve the church for seventeen years 
before retiring from the pastorate. 

One of the most significant moments in the 
church’s history occurred under Reverend Ru-
dolph Carter Allen in August 1967, when the 
First Baptist Church of Columbus, Georgia 
awarded the full Title and Deeds of the build-
ing in which Shady Grove worshipped to the 
congregation of the church. The church was 
then renamed to Greater Shady Grove Baptist 
Church to distinguish the congregation from 
other similarly named churches in Georgia. 
Less than a year later, the Superior Court of 
Muscogee County incorporated the Greater 
Shady Grove Baptist Church. 

Throughout the years, the church would be 
remodeled and renovated several times. With 
these aesthetic changes came changes to the 
church mission. After creating several new 
committees, programs, and outreach ministries 
and increasing focus on the community, the 
Church was renamed for a second time to 
Greater Shady Grove Missionary Baptist 
Church, as it is called today. In addition to the 
new name, the church became a tithe-and-of-
fering church, eliminating the need for assess-
ments and fundraising. Today, under the lead-
ership of Reverend Marcus J’uan Gibson, the 

church continues to grow and change with the 
vision of holistic transformation and continual 
improvement in Christ. 

The story of Greater Shady Grove Mis-
sionary Shady Baptist Church, which began as 
a small group of people worshipping in the 
shade of a grape arbor 150 years ago and 
has grown into an expansive and successful 
church, is truly an inspiring one of the dedica-
tion and perseverance of a faithful congrega-
tion of people who put all their love and trust 
in the Lord. 

Mr. Speaker, today I ask my colleagues to 
join me in paying tribute to Greater Shady 
Grove Missionary Baptist Church in Columbus, 
Georgia for their long history of coming to-
gether through the good and difficult times to 
praise and worship our Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ. 

f 

APPLAUDING THE SUPREME 
COURT DECISION REAFFIRMING 
THE IMPORTANCE OF DIVERSITY 
IN HIGHER EDUCATION 

HON. DANNY K. DAVIS 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, August 1, 2013 

Mr. DANNY K. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speak-
er, I wish to recognize that the Supreme 
Court’s recent decision in Fisher v University 
of Texas at Austin represents an important 
milestone for our nation as we build a more in-
clusive, diverse America. The Court’s decision 
reaffirms that universities may consider racial 
and ethnic diversity as one factor among 
many in a carefully-crafted admissions policy. 
This ruling represents a victory for equal op-
portunity in education and helps prepare our 
citizens to compete in the diverse, global 
economy of the 21st century. 

The historical structure of the House of Rep-
resentatives exists to represent our nation’s 
vast geographic diversity as well as to value 
the diverse opinions of each constituency to 
set the national agenda of progress. Serving 
in the House for nine terms, I am happy to say 
that I continue to learn from the diverse pool 
of people and ideas that comprise the House 
of Representatives. For the first time in our 
nation’s history, women and minorities con-
stitute the majority of the House Democratic 
Caucus. This diverse environment plays a crit-
ical role in the health and responsiveness of 
our Caucus. Indeed, diversity is considered by 
many as one of the most valuable assets to 
assuring success in business, the arts, 
science, and sports. 

Similarly, a diverse environment on college 
and university campuses strengthens our na-
tion by providing equal educational opportunity 
and promoting the creative thinking needed for 
innovation. I am a strong supporter of the ho-
listic admission process. By promoting 
inclusivity and diversity on the campuses of 
our nation’s higher education institutions via 
the admissions process, we recognize that 
students’ successes are characterized by 
much more than their grade point averages 
alone. A carefully-crafted admissions policy 
that considers a wide-array of characteris-
tics—such as leadership experiences, socio-
economic status, racial or ethnic background, 
athletic skills, and artistic abilities helps our 
educational institutions provide a diverse 
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