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RECOGNIZING THE IMPORTANCE 

OF PROPER SUPPORT FOR PUB-
LIC EDUCATION 

HON. RICHARD L. HANNA 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, August 1, 2013 

Mr. HANNA. Mr. Speaker, I proudly rise 
today in support of K–12 education and our 
national public school system. I recently voted 
in favor of H.R. 5, the Student Success Act, 
as an imperfect but essential piece of legisla-
tion to move forward the necessary reauthor-
ization of the Elementary and Secondary Edu-
cation Act (ESEA). Had the opportunity been 
presented, I would have supported measures 
to strengthen The Student Success Act by 
supporting altered Title I funding allocations as 
well as reiterating the importance of STEM 
education at a young age. 

The intent of Title I funding within the origi-
nal ESEA was, and should continue to be, to 
provide federal funding to public schools with 
the highest concentrations of poverty. Sup-
porting our must vulnerable populations pro-
vides impoverished communities and students 
with some of largest barriers to educational 
success an enhanced opportunity to flourish 
and reach their full potential. 

The State of New York alone is home to 
thousands of public schools receiving Title I 
funding. We know that in order to prepare our 
students to succeed in a globally competitive 
environment, we need to equip them with the 
most relevant and enhanced resources avail-
able to expand their knowledge of 21st cen-
tury demands. By supporting schools and stu-
dents who wouldn’t otherwise have the re-
sources to improve efforts in early childhood 
education and emphasizing learning in in-de-
mand subjects like science and math, we can 
truly support our future. 

I will continue to advocate for an enhanced 
reauthorization of the Elementary and Sec-
ondary Education Act that fully supports our 
public school system, teachers, and students 
for a better America. 

f 

WINDI AKINS PASTORINI 

HON. TED POE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, August 1, 2013 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, today I am 
pleased to honor Windi Akins Pastorini, for 
being named the 2012 Texas Criminal De-
fense Lawyer of the Year and the 2012 Harris 
County Criminal Lawyer of the Year. This is 
the latest in a long line of awards given to this 
extraordinary lawyer. I have known Windi for 
over 20 years in my work as a judge and 
prosecutor in Texas, I witnessed first hand 
Windi’s passionate dedication to the law and 
to her clients. Those who know her best de-
scribe her as dedicated, powerful, and relent-
less. 

After graduating from the University of 
Texas at Arlington, Windi earned her law de-
gree from the University of Texas in Austin. 
Windi began her legal career as a prosecutor 
for the Harris County District Attorney’s office, 
and then she became a trial lawyer where she 
has served for over 25 years. She is an advo-

cate in every sense of the word who works 
passionately to defend those who are accused 
of crimes. 

Windi’s extensive knowledge of the justice 
system and her incredible work ethic quickly 
gained her respect from her colleagues in the 
law profession and citizens of Harris County. 
Over her career, Windi has a history of vic-
tories defending those charged with drug re-
lated crimes, white collar crimes, fraud and 
violent offenses. Her success in defending her 
clients has led to her inclusion into a selective 
group of lawyers certified to represent indigent 
defendants in death penalty cases in Texas. 
Windi has changed many lives. The fact that 
she was the defense lawyer has made the dif-
ference in the outcome of numerous cases. 

Windi has a long history of advocating for 
victims. Recently, Windi defended the rights of 
a young 12 year old girl who had been repeat-
edly sexually abused by her father since she 
was just 6 years old. One evening, the young 
girl finally stood up for herself and told her fa-
ther to leave her alone. After receiving threats 
by her father that she would ‘‘regret her ac-
tions’’, the young girl shot and killed her father 
later that night in fear for her life. Ms. Pastorini 
stood by her client and successfully fought for 
her right of self defense. The young girl was 
acquitted of murder, providing an invaluable 
win for abused victims everywhere. 

Besides being an excellent trial lawyer, 
Windi drives Jeep Renegades/Wranglers. 
Being a Jeep owner myself, I appreciate oth-
ers who drive such rugged, superior vehicles! 

On behalf of the Second Congressional Dis-
trict of Texas, I commend this remarkable 
Texan for her exemplary service and dedica-
tion to Harris County and to the State of 
Texas. Thank you, Windi, for a lifetime of re-
markable achievements within the legal com-
munity and for your steadfast commitment to 
representing the accused citizens of Texas in 
the court room. 

And that’s just the way it is. 
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OUR UNCONSCIONABLE NATIONAL 
DEBT 

HON. MIKE COFFMAN 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, August 1, 2013 

Mr. COFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, on January 
20, 2009, the day President Obama took of-
fice, the national debt was 
$10,626,877,048,913.08. 

Today, it is $16,738,599,194,294.87. We’ve 
added $6,111,722,145,381.79 to our debt in 4 
and a half years. This is $6 trillion in debt our 
nation, our economy, and our children could 
have avoided with a balanced budget amend-
ment. 

f 

HONORING CARL FISHER 

HON. BILLY LONG 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, August 1, 2013 

Mr. LONG. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to rec-
ognize and honor the outstanding public edu-
cation career of Carl Fisher. 

Carl has been recognized as one of five 
2013 Pioneers in Education in Missouri for his 

commitment and contributions to public edu-
cation in Missouri. Since he was just 16 years 
old, Carl has been serving the children in 
Pleasant Hope as their school bus driver. Now 
83, Carl has transported three generations of 
students to and from school for 66 extraor-
dinary years. 

This remarkable feat makes Carl a 
Guinness World Record holder for the longest 
career as a school bus driver. However, Carl 
isn’t the only one in his family with experience 
behind the wheel. Carl comes from a family of 
bus drivers where four out of five brothers, 
their father, uncle, and brothers-in-law all have 
served the community by safely getting stu-
dents to and from school every day. 

I am extremely proud of the work Carl has 
done for the children and families of the 
Pleasant Hope community over the past 66 
years. His steadfast determination of truly 
doing what he loves is admired by all. I urge 
my colleagues to join me in congratulating 
Carl Fisher, recipient of the 2013 Pioneers in 
Education award in Missouri. 

f 

A TRIBUTE TO THE MILWAUKEE 
SCHOOL OF ENGINEERING UN-
DERWATER ROBOTICS TEAM 

HON. GWEN MOORE 
OF WISCONSIN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, August 1, 2013 

Ms. MOORE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the accomplishments of the Mil-
waukee School of Engineering (MSOE). 
MSOE recently earned the top engineering 
evaluation score in this year’s Marine Ad-
vanced Technology Education Center’s Inter-
national competition for Remotely Operated 
Vehicles (ROV). This year marks the first time 
MSOE has participated in this competition, 
and I am proud to support this great achieve-
ment. 

For the past 11 years, Marine Advanced 
Technology Education (MATE) Center, which 
is funded by the National Science Foundation, 
has used its underwater robotics competition 
to help students obtain hands on science, 
technology, engineering and math experience, 
thereby preparing them for careers in the 
STEM fields. Through the ROV competition, 
students gain specialized knowledge and 
apply their skills in a teamwork oriented set-
ting. Students produce technical reports as 
well as presentations and displays to show-
case their engineering work to competition 
judges currently in the field. In addition, each 
team is required to exemplify an entrepre-
neurial spirit in each stage of the competition. 
The benefits of participating are far reaching. 

A total of 53 teams participated in the 2013 
international competition, and 23 teams en-
tered MSOE’s competition category. As the 
theme was ocean observing systems, MSOE’s 
competition mission was to create technology 
that would assist in installing and maintaining 
instrumentation to monitor ocean activity in 
real time to then determine the ocean’s impact 
on the weather. In successfully doing so, they 
earned the top engineering evaluation score. 
They demonstrated exemplary efforts and 
should be proud of their accomplishment. 

Mr. Speaker, I am proud to recognize the 
Milwaukee School of Engineering Underwater 
Robotics team. Through their ability and dili-
gence, they have distinguished their school 
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and the district. I am honored to pay tribute to 
MSOE. 

f 

CONGRATULATING KAZAKHSTAN 
ON CONSTITUTIONAL DAY 

HON. ENI F.H. FALEOMAVAEGA 
OF AMERICAN SAMOA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, August 1, 2013 

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to congratulate Kazakhstan on its Con-
stitution Day. Kazakhstan celebrates Constitu-
tion Day on August 30. 

Constitution Day is one of the most impor-
tant state holidays in the country. On August 
30, 1995, as a result of a nationwide ref-
erendum, Kazakhstan’s Constitution—the su-
preme national law—was adopted establishing 
the rules and principles of building Kazakhstan 
as an independent, sovereign, and economi-
cally liberal, democracy. 

All internationally recognized rights and free-
doms are enshrined in the Constitution, thus 
making it a modern and progressive basis for 
a sustainable movement towards a full-fledged 
democratic system. Democracy is a gradual 
process and so I commend President 
Nursultan Nazarbayev for his extraordinary 
leadership in bringing about equality and unity, 
and in guaranteeing the growth and well-being 
of every citizen of the country. 

Constitutional amendments approved in May 
2007 will cede the powers of the President to 
the Parliament in a thoughtful way that pro-
tects the country’s sovereignty and the rights 
of its citizens. The Constitution allows for ac-
celerated economic reform while maintaining 
political and social stability and the Constitu-
tion consolidates the values the people of 
Kazakhstan have held for many centuries. It 
also consolidates unity among more than 120 
nationalities of Kazakhstan. 

In tribute to President Nazarbayev and all 
that he has accomplished for and on behalf of 
the people of Kazakhstan, I enter this state-
ment for the historical record. President 
Nazarbayev has spared no effort in securing 
the rights to life and liberty for all 
Kazakhstanis. Because of his vision, 
Kazakhstan is also Central Asia’s leader and 
a global leader on issues of importance, in-
cluding nuclear non-proliferation. 

So, once more, I congratulate the people of 
Kazakhstan on Constitution Day, and I send 
them my very best wishes for a peaceful and 
prosperous future. 

f 

NATIONAL HEALTH CENTER WEEK 

HON. JEFF DENHAM 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, August 1, 2013 

Mr. DENHAM. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
acknowledge August 11 through 17, 2013, as 
National Health Center Week. America’s com-
munity health centers are at the core of our 
health care system; the nation’s safety net, 
delivering accessible, high quality, cost effec-
tive primary and preventative care to all indi-
viduals regardless of their ability to pay. 

Health centers, located in medically under-
served areas and locally-controlled by patient- 
majority boards, make each health center re-
sponsive to the needs of the individual com-
munity it serves. Currently, there are more 
than 1,200 health centers serving as health 
homes for more than 22 million individuals at 
more than 9,000 locations across the country. 

Health centers offer patient-focused, coordi-
nated health care—preventive and primary 
care that families and individuals need, where 
and when they need it. 

Health centers employ more than 9,500 
physicians and more than 6,300 nurse practi-
tioners, physician assistants, certified nurse 
midwives, social workers, case managers, and 
community health workers. These employees 
are part of a multi-disciplinary clinical team de-
signed to treat the whole patient; coordinating 
care and managing chronic disease, at the 
same time reducing unnecessary, avoidable 
and wasteful use of health resources. 

The health home model that health centers 
use is at the forefront of pioneering and goes 
beyond primary medical care. They provide 
behavioral health and dental services, case 
management and enabling services to ensure 
care is provided in an efficient and timely 
manner. 

The health center model has proven to be 
an effective means of overcoming access bar-
riers for the medically underserved. In doing 
so, health care outcomes are improved and 
health care costs are reduced. This unique 
model allows health centers to save the 
healthcare system approximately $24 billion 
annually by keeping patients out of costlier 
health care settings, such as emergency 
rooms. 

As locally owned and operated small busi-
nesses, health centers serve as critical eco-
nomic engines helping to power local econo-
mies, particularly in times of recession. In 
these difficult economic times, health centers 
are economic drivers in their communities. In 
2009 alone, health centers generated $20 bil-
lion in combined economic impact and were 
responsible for creating nearly 200,000 jobs in 
areas hit hardest by the recession. 

This year, over 400 communities nationwide 
submitted applications seeking a health center 
with only 25 new centers anticipated, dem-
onstrating an overwhelming demand for ac-
cess to comprehensive primary care across 
the nation. Health centers are expected to be-
come the health care home for many new pa-
tients, but the demand for health centers con-
tinues to outpace growth, considering many 
existing health centers are already at capacity. 
Health centers are committed to expanding 
and meeting the needs of the communities 
they serve in order to grow their reach to more 
individuals who lack regular access to a health 
care home. 

National Health Center Week offers the op-
portunity to recognize America’s health cen-
ters, their staff, board members, and all those 
responsible for the continued success and 
growth of the program since its creation al-
most 50 years ago. During this National 
Health Center Week, we recognize the mul-
titude of ways in which America’s Health Cen-
ters transform care in local communities by 
delivering comprehensive, high quality, cost 
effective, and accessible health care. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me in celebrating 
the community health centers in recognizing 

August 11 through 17, 2013 at National Health 
Center Week. I encourage everyone to visit 
their local health center and celebrate the im-
portant partnership between America’s Health 
Centers and the communities they serve. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE 40TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE COUNCIL FOR RE-
SPONSIBLE NUTRITION 

HON. JARED POLIS 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, August 1, 2013 

Mr. POLIS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the Council for Responsible Nutrition 
(CRN) on its 40th Anniversary. 

CRN is the leading trade association rep-
resenting dietary supplement manufacturers, 
ingredient suppliers, and companies that sup-
ply services for the supplement industry—all of 
which are committed to responsible industry. 

CRN was formed in 1973 by three compa-
nies, with the primary objective to establish an 
association of dietary supplement companies 
with a strong commitment to science, research 
and a collaborative approach to working with 
Congress and government agencies on issues 
that affect dietary supplements and nutrition. 

As the respected voice of the dietary sup-
plement industry, CRN has been at the fore-
front of supporting landmark legislation and 
regulation that benefit consumers; playing a 
key role in the passage of the Nutrition Label-
ing Education Act of 1990 and the Dietary 
Supplement Health and Education Act of 1994 
(DSHEA). 

CRN worked collaboratively with the Food 
and Drug Administration and the Federal 
Trade Commission on the implementation of 
DSHEA, urging the creation and promulgation 
of Good Manufacturing Practices specific to di-
etary supplements, and created a voluntary, 
self-regulatory advertising review program to 
monitor false, deceptive and misleading die-
tary supplement advertising. 

For consumers, the ‘‘Life . . . Supple-
mented’’ campaign exemplifies CRN’s commit-
ment to helping individuals create a healthier 
lifestyle by offering actionable suggestions and 
educational information about the three pillars 
of a smart wellness regimen: healthy diet, ex-
ercise and dietary supplements. 

M. Speaker, CRN has created an environ-
ment that allows companies to responsibly de-
velop, manufacture and market dietary supple-
ments and nutritional ingredients that enable 
consumers to live healthier lives. It continues 
to serve as a credible and respected scientific 
resource for Congress, regulators, scientists, 
journalists and consumers on all matters re-
lated to dietary supplements, including dem-
onstrating the health-related and economic 
benefits that dietary supplements can provide. 

As a co-chair of the Dietary Supplement 
Caucus, it is my pleasure to congratulate the 
Council for Responsible Nutrition on its anni-
versary, as well as the influence it has had on 
the dietary supplements over its 40-year his-
tory, and the promise it gives for industry and 
consumers alike in the years to come. 
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