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HONORING THE EXTRAORDINARY 
LIFE OF ED SIMMONS 

HON. BRIAN HIGGINS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, August 1, 2013 

Mr. HIGGINS. Mr. Speaker, today I rise to 
honor the extraordinary life of Edward S. Sim-
mons, who passed away on July 16, 2013 at 
the age of 62. 

Edward or ‘‘Ed’’ served in Vietnam as a 
medic where he was injured, and never forgot 
his fellow soldiers as he spent the rest of his 
life organizing benefits for unemployed and 
disabled veterans. 

Ed was responsible for organizing and ob-
taining over 500 job pledges for Veterans from 
the UAW and United Steelworkers of America 
during the ‘‘Who Dares Win’’ relay race from 
Buffalo to Washington, D.C., Baltimore, Bos-
ton, Pittsburgh and Philadelphia to call atten-
tion to the need for jobs for veterans. The runs 
concluded in a cross-country relay to San 
Francisco in 1996. 

Ed was the retired deputy director of the 
New York State Division of Veteran’s affairs 
as well as being one of the founding members 
and serving on the board of directors as a co- 
chair at the Veteran’s One-Stop Center of 
Western New York. 

This spring, I was proud to join with Ed and 
many others to officially open the One Stop 
Center on Main Street in the City of Buffalo. 
No one fought harder to make the idea of hav-
ing a single location with many services to 
help veterans a reality than Ed Simmons and 
despite his own physical struggle, no one’s 
smile was brighter as he cut the ceremonial 
ribbon to officially open this comprehensive 
and caring site. 

It was said that the legacy of Western New 
Yorkers putting veterans first through the Vet-
erans One-stop Center began that day. I 
would like to add that the legacy of Ed Sim-
mons’ vision, commitment and dedication to 
putting veterans first now lives on everyday. 

He is survived by his loving wife, Onda, sis-
ters Dianne, Marie and Mary, and many 
nieces and nephews as well as beloved by his 
late sisters Patricia and Kathleen. 

Mr. Speaker, thank you for allowing me a 
moment to remember the life of this remark-
able man. I ask my colleagues to join me in 
offering our sincere condolences to his family 
and our deepest gratitude for his service to 
our country. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO THE LIFE OF BORIS 
WOLPER 

HON. ANNA G. ESHOO 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, August 1, 2013 

Ms. ESHOO. Mr. Speaker, I rise to pay trib-
ute to Boris Wolper, a distinguished con-

stituent who died on July 22, 2013, not long 
after celebrating his 89th birthday. He was 
born to Marian and Mordecai Wolper on April 
8, 1924, in San Francisco, California. 

Boris Wolper was a man of many interests. 
He enjoyed a successful career as a commer-
cial and industrial real estate broker, and 
served his community as a member of the 
Woodside Planning Commission. He loved to 
travel and was a supporter of many causes 
and institutions. He loved friends, food, wine, 
sports, and cultural events. He was a proud 
graduate of Sanford University and its Grad-
uate School of Business, and attended every 
Big Game from 1942 until 2011. He was a 
skier and tennis player, and he loved to hike 
with his friends Howard Eisenberg, Bob Kohn, 
Dick Zukin, Paul Kaplan, Roy Goldberg and 
Joe Samson. 

Boris leaves his loving wife of sixty-four 
years, Marilyn; two daughters, Julie Brenner 
and Andrea Wolper; sons-in-law Ellis Brenner 
and Ken Filiano; and his grandchildren Sharon 
and Elliott Brenner. He is also survived by his 
sister and brother-in-law, Malkah and Don 
Carothers, and many cousins, nieces and 
nephews. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in expressing our condolences to Boris 
Wolper’s family and pay tribute to his long and 
productive life. He will be missed by all who 
had the good fortune to know him, and those 
of us who called him friend will never forget 
him. Our community has lost a favorite son, 
and our country has lost a model citizen. 

f 

ST. MARY OF THE ASSUMPTION 
CATHOLIC CHURCH 

HON. DANIEL T. KILDEE 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, August 1, 2013 

Mr. KILDEE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
pay tribute to St. Mary of the Assumption 
Catholic Church in my district. I ask the House 
of Representative to join me in congratulating 
the parish on celebrating 140 years of worship 
and outreach in the Saginaw Bay Region of 
Michigan. On Saturday, August 3, 2013, the 
parishioners and community will recognize this 
milestone during an anniversary program. 

St. Mary of the Assumption Parish, under 
the leadership of Father Henri Nouvel, held 
their first religious mass in the Saginaw Valley 
on Christmas Eve in 1675 on the banks of the 
river near Saginaw. The existing parish, lo-
cated in Bay County, was built by Father Mar-
tin Godfriend Canters and dedicated in 1874. 

It is a true honor, Mr. Speaker, that St. Mary 
of the Assumption has called the Fifth Con-
gressional District home for 140 years. Our 
community has been very fortunate to have 
had such an established institution located in 
the heart of our region. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask the House of Represent-
atives join me in applauding the clergy, staff 
and congregation of St. Mary of the Assump-

tion Catholic Church and wish them continued 
success for many years to come. 

f 

RECOGNIZING JEWISH B2B NET-
WORKING FOR CONNECTING PEO-
PLE AND STRENGTHENING OUR 
COMMUNITY 

HON. BRADLEY S. SCHNEIDER 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, August 1, 2013 

Mr. SCHNEIDER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize the efforts of Jewish B2B Net-
working (B2B) and its founder, Shalom Klein, 
for his tireless work to connect people and 
promote the benefits of professional net-
working in the Jewish community. 

Still early in his career, Mr. Klein has devel-
oped a reputation for bringing people together 
and forging relationships. B2B began in in 
2010 and has achieved great success. Mr. 
Klein understood that in times of economic 
contraction, building relationships is just as im-
portant as having the rights skills. 

By setting out to build powerful professional 
networks, Mr. Klein has offered help to thou-
sands searching for jobs, employees or new 
resources. 

At any one of the many B2B-sponsored net-
working events, you may find hundreds of pro-
fessionals—young and experienced—looking 
to make meaningful contacts. I am pleased 
that many of these events take place through-
out my district. 

Even with B2B’s incredible success already, 
Mr. Klein has not slowed his initiative. He is 
constantly looking for new ways to expand 
and new tools and resources to share. 

Mr. Klein has worked so hard to ensure that 
the success of B2B is enjoyed by the entire 
community. 

After all, fostering these connections not 
only helps the jobseekers and businesses, but 
strengthens the whole community by bringing 
all of its members together. I congratulate 
Shalom Klein and B2B on its success and 
look forward to following its future. 

f 

NUCLEAR IRAN PREVENTION ACT 
OF 2013 

SPEECH OF 

HON. BARBARA LEE 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 31, 2013 

Ms. LEE of California. Mr. Speaker, I agree 
with the goals of H.R. 850, the Nuclear Iran 
Prevention Act of 2013, to prevent Iran from 
obtaining nuclear weapons and establishing 
clear controls and transparency so that it can-
not move toward becoming a nuclear weapon 
state. Despite that, I have grave concerns with 
the timing of this vote as well as amendments 
made to the bill in Committee. 
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As marked up in Committee, H.R. 850 

places inappropriate and counter-effective re-
strictions on the President’s authority to waive 
sanctions in exchange for Iranian concessions 
that would be in the national security interest 
of our Nation and in the security interests of 
our ally Israel. By attempting to hobble the 
President’s Article II authority to engage in for-
eign policy on behalf of the United States, the 
bill would limit the President’s negotiating abil-
ity and thereby undermine our diplomatic ef-
forts; this is particularly concerning given that 
the White House has signaled willingness to 
restart direct negotiations with Iran. 

It is especially counterproductive to vote on 
this measure before Iran’s new president is in-
augurated on August 4, 2013. In fact, experts 
have argued a vote on new sanctions ahead 
of the inauguration would only benefit Iranian 
hardliners opposed to compromising their goal 
for a nuclear Iran. 

Lastly, this bill should include language ex-
plicitly stating that nothing in its provisions is 
intended to or may be used as a basis for au-
thorization for war with Iran. The bill as cur-
rently written is too open to interpretation and 
I strongly oppose this Congress granting an 
implicit authorization for war, especially in the 
wake of the two wars we have so devastat-
ingly waged over the past decade. 

Because of these flawed provisions, I voted 
against H.R. 850. I look forward to working 
with colleagues to amend it as it moves 
through conference. 

f 

CONGRATULATING EDWARD F. 
WALSH JR. AS THE RECIPIENT 
OF THE 2013 RED JACKET AWARD 

HON. BRIAN HIGGINS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, August 1, 2013 

Mr. HIGGINS. Mr. Speaker, today I rise to 
congratulate Edward F. Walsh Jr. as he has 
been named the recipient of the 2013 Red 
Jacket Award. 

A Buffalo native, Ed is devoted to civic 
progress in his hometown. An active commu-
nity volunteer for over 35 years, Ed has held 
leadership positions with various organizations 
including the United Way of Buffalo and Erie 
County, Nichols School, Kaleida Health, and 
the Center for Hospice & Palliative Care. 

Ed currently serves as the President and 
Chief Operating Officer of Walsh Duffield 
Companies, Inc., a fourth–generation family– 
owned insurance agency that is based here in 
Buffalo. 

Presented by the Buffalo History Museum, 
the Red Jacket Awards are based on a medal 
given by President George Washington to 
Seneca leader Red Jacket in 1792. The award 
was established by the museum in 1957 to 
honor those who exhibit quiet, unbroken devo-
tion to our region’s enrichment. Ed will be pre-
sented with the Red Jacket Award at the an-
nual Red Jacket Awards Dinner on September 
26, 2013 in the History Museum. 

Mr. Speaker, thank you for allowing me the 
opportunity to recognize Mr. Edward Walsh’s 
great contributions and admirable generosity. I 
congratulate him on this incredible honor, 
thank him for his continued dedication to our 
community, and wish him the absolute best in 
all his future endeavors. 

A TRIBUTE TO THE LIFE OF KIP 
TOKUDA 

HON. ADAM SMITH 
OF WASHINGTON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, August 1, 2013 

Mr. SMITH of Washington. Mr. Speaker, we 
rise today to honor the life of Kip Tokuda, and 
pay tribute to his leadership, service, and 
dedication to the citizens of the State of 
Washington. 

Kip was a Seattle native and a graduate of 
the University of Washington. Following com-
pletion of his graduate studies in social work 
in 1969, Kip entered public service as a social 
worker with the Washington State Department 
of Social and Health Services and gained a 
reputation for being a strong advocate for chil-
dren and individuals with disabilities. He was 
later named to the Washington Council for 
Prevention of Child Abuse and Neglect. 

The second son of parents who were incar-
cerated at the Minidoka Relocation Center, Kip 
possessed an unwavering sense of justice and 
equality. A prominent figure within the Asian 
American community, he served as the presi-
dent of Seattle’s chapter of Japanese Amer-
ican Citizens League (JACL)—an organization 
which is the oldest and largest Asian Amer-
ican civil rights organization. In 1998, Kip went 
on to found the Asian Pacific Islander Commu-
nity Leadership Foundation, a non–profit orga-
nization that focuses on social justice, commu-
nity empowerment, and public service. 

Beginning in 1994, Kip served as a Rep-
resentative for Washington State’s 37th Legis-
lative District. During his four terms in the 
Washington State Legislature, he enjoyed 
many legislative successes. He introduced his 
first Day of Remembrance resolution in 1997, 
which has since become an annual tradition in 
the Legislature. He served as the co–prime 
sponsor, along with Representative Mike 
Wensmen of House Bill 1572, which created 
the Washington Civil Liberties Public Edu-
cation fund in 2000. Kip also secured passage 
of the Special Needs Adoption bill, which 
helped adoption of special–needs children. He 
was a strong advocate who helped to pass the 
Homeless Children’s Lawsuit legislation, which 
provided services for over 60,000 homeless 
families with children. 

Mr. Speaker, it is with great honor that we 
recognize the life of Kip Tokuda—a true trail-
blazer. We ask our colleagues to join us in 
honoring a long career of selfless and inspired 
service to his community, the State of Wash-
ington, and our Nation. 

f 

TRANSPORTATION, HOUSING AND 
URBAN DEVELOPMENT, AND RE-
LATED AGENCIES APPROPRIA-
TIONS ACT, 2014 

SPEECH OF 

HON. DANIEL LIPINSKI 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 30, 2013 

The House in Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union had under 
consideration the bill (H.R. 2610) making ap-
propriations for the Departments of Trans-
portation, and Housing and Urban Develop-

ment, and related agencies for the fiscal year 
ending September 30, 2014, and for other pur-
poses: 

Mr. LIPINSKI. Mr. Chair, I rise today in sup-
port of Amtrak passenger rail service, which 
carried 31.2 million riders in 2012 and pro-
vides a vital transportation alternative for com-
muters and travelers in our Nation’s busiest 
corridors. 

More people are taking Amtrak today than 
ever before, a sign that passenger rail is mak-
ing a comeback. Ridership has grown sub-
stantially during the last decade, with another 
3.5 percent gain last year. This year, Amtrak 
had the highest monthly ridership of its 43- 
year history with 2.9 million riders in March. 
Amtrak now covers 88 percent of its operating 
expenses with ticket sales and other revenue, 
with government funding needed mostly for 
capital projects. 

I represent the southwest side of Chicago 
and neighboring suburbs where passenger 
and commuter rail boost our economy. Chi-
cago’s Union Station is Amtrak’s fourth-busiest 
station. In Illinois, 56 Amtrak trains run each 
day carrying 5 million passengers. In addition, 
the Illinois Department of Transportation has 
partnered with Amtrak on three corridors be-
tween Chicago and downstate Illinois, and has 
teamed with Wisconsin to support service be-
tween Chicago and Milwaukee. Total ridership 
on these routes has increased 85 percent 
since the State doubled its investment in Am-
trak service in 2006. 

In the bustling Northeast Corridor from 
Washington, DC up to Boston, Amtrak carried 
a record 11.4 million passengers in fiscal year 
2012. That helps keep vehicles off our con-
gested highways and relieves some of the 
pressure at our busy airports. 

Investment in passenger rail also benefits 
our economy. In 2012, Amtrak spent more 
than $1.3 billion on domestically-manufactured 
goods and services in 48 states and the Dis-
trict of Columbia. The vast majority of Am-
trak’s spending is right here in the U.S.; less 
than one percent of Amtrak’s procurement 
money is spent to purchase products from for-
eign countries. In Illinois, Amtrak employs 
nearly 1,500 residents. 

I am encouraged to see Amtrak ridership 
growing, and I think maintaining our only na-
tional intercity passenger rail network will be 
critical as fuel prices rise and Americans de-
mand more transportation options. I look for-
ward to finding smart ways to improve pas-
senger rail service for my constituents and 
others. 

I ask my colleagues to join me in supporting 
Amtrak and opposing the proposed deep cuts 
to passenger rail funding in the current trans-
portation appropriations bill that was pulled 
from the floor Wednesday. 

f 

HONORING THE SMALL BUSINESS 
ADVOCACY COUNCIL FOR ITS 
COMMITMENT TO STRENGTH-
ENING OUR COMMUNITY 

HON. BRADLEY S. SCHNEIDER 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, August 1, 2013 

Mr. SCHNEIDER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to honor the Small Business Advocacy Council 
(SBAC) on the occasion of its 4th Annual Golf 
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