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TRIBUTE TO THE HONORABLE 

HELEN DIANE FOSTER 

HON. JOSÉ E. SERRANO 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, February 8, 2013 

Mr. SERRANO. Mr. Speaker, since Dr. Car-
ter G. Woodson first initiated the idea of Black 
History Month in 1926, Americans have cele-
brated the contributions of African-Americans 
to our country’s great history. Their contribu-
tions know no boundaries and can be felt in 
literature, arts, sciences, politics and every 
other facet of American life. 

As the Representative of the Fifteenth Con-
gressional District of New York, I have had the 
opportunity and pleasure to know and work 
with New York City Councilmember Helen 
Diane Foster. 

Standing on the shoulders of the brave Afri-
can American women who fought so hard for 
their rights, Councilmember Foster is a bea-
con of inspiration and role model for women of 
all races. She was born in the Bronx and is 
the second child of educator Helen Foster and 
former Councilmember Pastor Wendell Foster. 
At a very young age she was taught the im-
portance of hard work, civility and public serv-
ice. 

Before running for office, Councilmember 
Foster attended and graduated from Howard 
University and the CUNY School of Law. She 
worked as the Assistant District Attorney in the 
Manhattan District Attorney’s Office, served as 
Assistant Vice President for Legal Affairs at 
St. Barnabas Hospital. She also happens to 
be a proud member of the nation’s oldest 
Black sorority, Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, 
Inc. In November 2001, Councilmember Fos-
ter was the first African-American woman 
elected to the New York City Council from 
Bronx County. Throughout her tenure as a 
member of the New York City Council, she 
has become well-known for her strong work 
ethic, no nonsense stances on local issues 
and robust legislative agenda. 

It is leaders like Councilmember Foster who 
are today’s inspiration for future generations of 
African American women. We honor her, 
along with all of the courageous African Amer-
ican women, past and present, for their cour-
age and tenacity to help create better commu-
nities and a better nation. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask that you and my col-
leagues join me in remembering the many 
strong African American women who have 
shown us what equality is and how as Ameri-
cans we all must come together to fight for 
equality of all races and genders. Today we 
honor a woman who stands amongst them. 
Join me in paying tribute to New York City 
Councilmember Helen Diane Foster and the 
great African American women who have 
come before and currently stand beside her. 

f 

150TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE OF-
FICE OF THE COMPTROLLER OF 
THE CURRENCY 

HON. SPENCER BACHUS 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, February 8, 2013 

Mr. BACHUS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
recognition of the 150th anniversary of the Of-

fice of the Comptroller of the Currency. The 
OCC is the oldest regulatory agency in the 
federal government. 

President Abraham Lincoln signed into law 
the National Currency Act on February 25, 
1863. The National Currency Act created a 
new system of locally owned, federally-char-
tered and -supervised financial institutions and 
a new position in the Treasury Department, 
the Comptroller of the Currency, to oversee 
their safety and soundness. 

The National Currency Act became law dur-
ing the Civil War, which by 1863 had already 
proven far more costly in blood and treasure 
than anyone had imagined at the war’s outset. 
Because the act required newly chartered 
banks to purchase U.S. government bonds to 
secure their obligations, it brought millions of 
dollars to the Treasury, helping to ensure that 
the troops and those who furnished their food 
and equipment would not go unpaid. 

But for Lincoln, Treasury Secretary Salmon 
P. Chase, and their allies in Congress, the 
system ushered in by the National Currency 
Act was also the fulfillment of a dream to truly 
unite the country into a vast national market in 
which a reliable money supply flowed freely 
from state to state and region to region, stimu-
lating commerce, communication, and a sense 
of mutual engagement in the enterprise of 
growth and prosperity for all. 

For the past 150 years, the Office of the 
Comptroller of the Currency has aided in ad-
vancing the great American enterprise. Over 
that long period, national bank examiners and 
those who support their work have exemplified 
professionalism and integrity. 

With skill, steadiness, and good judgment, 
the men and women of the OCC have helped 
steer the nation’s banking system through cri-
sis. During the Great Depression, OCC exam-
iners worked day and night to reorganize 
banks and reopen them to the public. The 
banking system went on to play a major part 
in financing the American war effort between 
1941 and 1945, and the rebuilding of the war- 
torn world thereafter. During the financial crisis 
of 2008 and 2009, the OCC helped shore up 
the banking system and its recovery, so that 
banks could resume the vital functions they 
perform in support of America’s businesses 
and communities. 

Since 2011, the OCC has also been respon-
sible for the supervision of federal savings as-
sociations, whose support of housing finance 
has made it possible for millions of Americans 
to enjoy the benefits of home ownership. 

Now, whereas Congress approved, and 
President Abraham Lincoln signed, the Na-
tional Currency Act of 1863, creating the fed-
eral banking system and the position of Comp-
troller of the Currency; and whereas the Office 
of the Comptroller of the Currency has served 
the people of the United States with distinc-
tion, ensuring a safe and sound national bank-
ing system to support American business, 
consumers, and communities, Congress here-
by congratulates the OCC on its 150th anni-
versary and wishes it continued success in the 
accomplishment of its important mission. 

INTRODUCTION OF THE DISTRICT 
OF COLUMBIA DISTRICT ATTOR-
NEY ESTABLISHMENT ACT OF 
2013 

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON 
OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, February 8, 2013 

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, today, I re-in-
troduce a bill, the District of Columbia District 
Attorney Establishment Act of 2013, to give 
District of Columbia residents another element 
of the self-government enjoyed by all other 
American citizens. The bill would establish the 
Office of the District Attorney for the District of 
Columbia, headed by a district attorney elect-
ed by D.C. residents, to prosecute major local 
criminal laws of the District. Under the Home 
Rule Act, the U.S. Attorney’s Office for the 
District of Columbia, a federal entity, is re-
sponsible for prosecuting major local crimes 
here. The bill effectuates a 2002 advisory ref-
erendum, approved by 82 percent of D.C. vot-
ers, to create an office of the district attorney, 
headed by a locally elected district attorney. 

There is no law enforcement issue of great-
er importance to D.C. residents, or on which 
they have less say, than the prosecution of 
local crimes here. A U.S. attorney has no 
business prosecuting the local criminal laws of 
a jurisdiction, an anachronism that is out of 
place in 21st century, home-rule D.C. The 
goal of the legislation is to put the District on 
par with every other local jurisdiction on local 
criminal law matters. Under the bill, the locally 
elected district attorney would become the 
city’s chief legal officer. The U.S. Attorney for 
the District of Columbia would continue to 
handle federal matters, like the other U.S. at-
torneys in our country. As presently con-
stituted, the U.S. Attorney’s Office for the Dis-
trict of Columbia is the largest in the country, 
only because it serves as the local city pros-
ecutor. The U.S. Attorney for the District of 
Columbia needs to be freed up to handle na-
tional security and other vital federal cases, 
particularly in the post-9/11 nation’s capital. 

Amending the Home Rule Act to create a 
local district attorney would be an important 
step toward our goal of achieving true self- 
government. I urge my colleagues to support 
this important measure. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF COMMISSION 
ON AMERICANS LIVING ABROAD 
ACT 

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, February 8, 2013 

Mrs. CAROLYN B. MALONEY of New York. 
Mr. Speaker, our 4–6 million constituents scat-
tered across the world promote our culture 
and strengthen our nation’s global influence as 
they live and work abroad. For years I have 
worked to ensure that overseas Americans 
can fully exercise their rights as U.S. citizens 
by having their voices heard loud and clear by 
Congress. Five years ago, I formed the Con-
gressional Americans Abroad Caucus because 
I wanted to bring awareness and focus to the 
concerns of those residing abroad. U.S. citi-
zens remain just that, citizens, regardless of 
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where they choose to live and should not be 
ignored by virtue of residence. 

Our constituents living and working abroad 
have consistently voiced concerns about the 
impact federal policymaking has on the issues 
directly affecting them like voting, immigration, 
access to financial institutions, and taxation. 
The time has come to take a look at the im-
portance of federal policies for our overseas 
community rather than continuing to ignore the 
calls from our abroad constituents. That is why 
today I am introducing the Commission on 
Americans Living Abroad Act, which creates 
an Executive Commission with the main pur-
pose of examining those concerns. The Com-
mission creates a 15 member panel to exam-
ine the impact of federal policymaking on U.S. 
citizens abroad. The resulting study would 
then be used by Congress and the Executive 
Branch when considering the best steps we 
can take to engage the abroad community and 
ensure their voices are heard. This process 
will ensure clearer awareness of the federal 
issues impacting Americans abroad and will 
open a path for coordination with those com-
munities towards more robust representation. 

We must take a real and comprehensive 
look at how we, as Members of Congress, re-
spond to U.S. citizens living abroad. Each of 
our constituents has a right to have their inter-
ests represented and to have a role in the po-
litical process. The Commission on Americans 
Living Abroad would establish a foundation 
from which we can work to better serve the 
needs of our global constituents. I welcome 
and urge my colleagues to lend their support 
to this bill. 

f 

HONORING HAZEL WEISS 

HON. BARBARA LEE 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, February 8, 2013 

Ms. LEE of California. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the extraordinary career of 
Hazel Weiss as she retires from 29 years of 
service to the people of Alameda County, in-
cluding her tireless efforts to provide perma-
nent supportive housing and services for those 
in need. I join our community in celebrating 
the many ways in which her life’s work has 
contributed to the success and wellbeing of 
countless people throughout the Bay Area and 
beyond. 

Holding a bachelor’s degree in American 
Social Organization, a Master of Arts in Health 
Services Administration, and a Master of 
Science in Assistance Dog Education, Ms. 
Weiss has shaped a multi-faceted career, 
which has never ceased to offer creative solu-
tions for vulnerable populations. 

Over the course of nearly three decades 
working with Alameda County, Ms. Weiss 
served as Senior Program Specialist for the 
Health Care Services Agency’s Alcohol and 
Drug Programs Department; she was instru-
mental in creating sober living environments 
as Program Director for the Alameda County 
Shelter Plus Care Program; and was the Com-

munity Development Agency’s Housing and 
Community Development Manager. 

Moreover, as Director of the National Shel-
ter Plus Care Coalition, which she initiated in 
1999, Ms. Weiss oversaw 300 national mem-
bers advocating to secure full federal renewal 
funding to permanently house and support 
homeless people with disabilities. Among her 
myriad commitments, she administered fund-
ing for Housing Opportunities for People with 
AIDS (HOPWA) and served as a member of 
the Ryan White Care Act Community Care 
Planning Council. 

For many years, Ms. Weiss also served on 
the Planning Committee of Alameda County’s 
annual Disability Employment conference, as 
well as on a variety of committees, commis-
sions, and nonprofit boards of directors to pro-
mote disability awareness and the equal treat-
ment of persons with disabilities. Ms. Weiss 
exercised the rare talent of fulfilling local 
needs while also promoting advocacy on a na-
tional scale. Her nationally recognized work in 
Supportive Housing for homeless people 
made her a familiar face at the Federal level, 
calling for increased funding and support. 

On a personal note, I was always impressed 
by Hazel’s passion and vitality during her 
many visits to my Washington, DC office ac-
companied by her service dogs, first Hams, 
and later, Virgil. She is truly a remarkable 
woman who has gone above and beyond in 
working to make universal access to care and 
housing a reality for all. 

Her dedication to improving others’ lives is 
evident from her countless community affili-
ations and activities, including her personal 
commitment to the City of Berkeley Commis-
sion on Disability, the Disability Constituency 
Committee for the California Department of Al-
cohol and Drug Programs, and the Board of 
Directors of Community Resources for Inde-
pendent Living. In addition to being a pub-
lished author, an adjunct faculty member and 
lecturer, and a volunteer for dog-related thera-
peutic programs, Ms. Weiss has spent her ca-
reer leading bold initiatives for the common 
good. She has truly created pathways out of 
poverty while being a champion for equal op-
portunity and human dignity each day. 

On behalf of the residents of California’s 
13th Congressional District, Ms. Hazel Weiss, 
I salute you for 29 years of outstanding serv-
ice to Alameda County and people across this 
great nation. I congratulate and thank you for 
your unparalleled service to our community. 
You have touched many lives in profound 
ways throughout your career, and we wish you 
and your loved ones continued prosperity and 
happiness as you transition to this exciting 
new chapter of life. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO THE HONORABLE 
DONALD A. MILES 

HON. JOSÉ E. SERRANO 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, February 8, 2013 

Mr. SERRANO. Mr. Speaker, the theme of 
Black History Month 2013 is ‘‘At the Cross-

roads of Freedom and Equality: The Emanci-
pation Proclamation and the March on Wash-
ington.’’ In the 100 years between their eman-
cipation and the success of the civil rights 
movement, African-Americans were subjected 
to the abuse of slavery and the exclusion from 
benefits attributed to American prosperity. In 
spite of the civil and political barriers facing 
them, African-Americans worked diligently to 
achieve full equality with other Americans. 

Therefore it is with great respect and sin-
cere admiration that I rise to honor an out-
standing public servant who has served the 
Bronx community for over 25 years. Judge 
Donald A. Miles, a child of North and South 
Carolina parents, and the eldest of two chil-
dren, is presently a Judge of the Civil Court of 
the City of New York in Bronx County. 

Before beginning his life in the courtroom, 
the New York City Public Schools-educated 
Miles received a Bachelor of Arts Degree in 
Political Science, with a minor in Sociology 
from the State University of New York at 
Stony Brook and earned a Master of Science 
Degree in Social Work from Columbia Univer-
sity. His background in social sciences led him 
to Lincoln Hospital where he worked as a Cer-
tified Psychiatric Social Worker. 

I imagine it was this experience at Lincoln 
Hospital, serving and supporting many of the 
underserved and under-resourced in the South 
Bronx that led Judge Miles to pursue his Juris 
Doctorate, from the Antioch School of Law in 
Washington, DC. Though there is much to 
extol in Judge Miles’ rise from a private prac-
tice attorney to Principal Law Clerk at the 
Bronx Supreme Court and on to his current 
position as Judge of the Civil Court of the City 
of New York in Bronx County, today it is im-
portant to focus on Judge Miles’ commitment 
to improving the position of the African-Amer-
ican community. 

He is currently a member of the Bronx 
County Bar Association, Black United Leader-
ship in the Bronx, Scholarship Committee of 
the Black Bar of Association of Bronx County, 
and when he finds the time he volunteers as 
a judge for the Thurgood Marshall Mock trial 
competition. I also take personal pride in hav-
ing Judge Miles serve as a member of my 
military academy recommendation committee. 
His participation in these committees and 
groups helps empower African-Americans in 
Bronx County. 

Mr. Speaker, the Bronx is proud to be the 
home of many African-American leaders. Indi-
viduals like Judge Donald A. Miles continue to 
open doors and set high standards for genera-
tions of African-Americans. During Black His-
tory Month, we pay tribute to and thank him 
for his work on behalf of the people of the 
Bronx, and I ask you and my colleagues to 
join me. 
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