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issues; | am still in awe of the progress that
has been made as the result of decades of
work, diligence, sweat and tears of our coun-
try’s civil rights trailblazers.

One century ago, today, Mrs. Parks was
born in Tuskegee, Alabama. As many of you
already know, on December 1, 1955 Mrs.
Parks refused to give up her seat to a white
passenger on a Montgomery city bus.

At that time in our nation’s history as an Af-
rican American woman in Montgomery, Ala-
bama Mrs. Parks was actually risking her life
by sitting in a seat that was denied to her be-
cause of the color of her skin. Although she
knew she risked being beaten, insulted,
bullied, and jailed that did not stop her from
sitting down in order to stand up against injus-
tice.

The arrest of Mrs. Parks led to the NAACP’s
boycott of the Montgomery, Alabama bus sys-
tem. The boycott began on the first day of
Mrs. Parks first court hearing on December 5,
1955, and did not end until December 20,
1956. It marks the first of many large-scale
demonstrations against segregation.

For 381 consecutive days, men, women,
and children stood up against injustice. In lieu
of taking the bus, in many instances they
elected to walk for miles to work, school, or for
errands. Just for a moment envision that
amount of dedication and commitment it takes
in the hot days of a Alabama summer to opt
to walk rather than take the bus for over a
year.

Rose Parks by taking a seat was just the
public spark needed to bring international at-
tention to the civil rights movement and is in
no small measure the genesis for the begin-
ning of desegregation.

Again, because of the fearless actions of
women and men, like Rosa Parks, the face of
leadership in our nations is now more diverse
than at any other point in our nation’s history.

This change has been seen here within our
own walls as well. Members of Congress are
now a stew pot of races, ethnicities, cultures,
sexual orientations, religions, and genders.
This has only allowed us to have a diversity of
perspective and has enabled us to better ad-
dress the needs of our constituencies. Today,
Congress in many ways reflects the America,
what we represent.

The actions of Rosa Parks and thousands
of other proud Americans and their supporters
fueled the civil rights movement that advanced
the principles upon which our nation was built.
As | have stated before, although, we have
come a long way we still have a long way to
go. As we honor the life and legacy of Rosa
Parks. As we reflect upon those who lost their
lives standing up against injustice. As we cele-
brate what was almost unimaginable in 1955,
the second inauguration of our nation’s first
African American President. We must also
look again at our democracy and how in a
time when we are making so many steps for-
ward there is still an attempt to limit the votes
of Americans. Given the progress that we
have made as a result of the civil rights move-
ment it is still incumbent upon each of us to
continue to fight for the rights of all Americans.
Recently, there have been systematic at-
tempts to limit the rights of Americans to vote.
Last year we celebrated the 47th anniversary
of the Voting Rights Act, amid efforts by cer-
tain states to erode the right of Americans.

Today, most Americans take the right to
vote for granted. We assume, as citizens of
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this fine Nation, that we can register to vote if
we are over 18. Most of us learned in school
that discrimination based on race, creed or na-
tional origin has been barred by the Constitu-
tion since the end of the Civil War. We cele-
brate moments like today, Rosa Parks birth-
day, that stands as a reminder of our Nation’s
honored and sometimes troubled past. Yet, at
the time Rosa Parks sat down on that bus, the
right to vote did not exist in practice for most
African Americans. And, until 1975, most
American citizens who were not proficient in
English faced significant obstacles to voting,
because they could not understand the ballot.

Even though the Indian Citizenship Act gave
Native Americans the right to vote in 1924,
state law determined who could actually vote,
which effectively excluded many Native Ameri-
cans from political participation for decades.

Asian Americans and Asian immigrants also
have suffered systematic exclusion from the
political process and it has taken a series of
reforms, including repeal of the Chinese Ex-
clusion Act in 1943, and passage of amend-
ments strengthening the Voting Rights Act
three decades later, to fully extend the fran-
chise to Asian Americans.

It was with this history in mind that the Vot-
ing Rights Act of 1965 was designed to make
the right to vote a reality for all Americans.
And the Voting Rights Act has made giant
strides toward that goal. Without exaggeration,
it has been one of the most effective civil
rights laws passed by Congress.

In 1964, there were only approximately 300
African-Americans in public office, including
just three in Congress. Few, if any, black
elected officials were elected anywhere in the
South.

The Voting Rights Act has opened the polit-
ical process for many of the approximately
6,000 Latino public officials that have been
elected and appointed nationwide, including
263 at the State or Federal level, 27 of whom
serve in Congress. And Native Americans,
Asians and others who have historically en-
countered harsh barriers to full political partici-
pation also have benefited greatly.

We must not forget the importance of pro-
tecting this hard-earned right. | believe that the
courage that Mrs. Parks displayed throughout
her life helped shaped the United States. | be-
lieve that the courage she showed that day,
changed our society. | believe that it is our
duty to honor the Constitution and to honor
the civil rights of all those who stand upon our
shores. Today, as we celebrate the life of
Rosa Parks, we must continue to push for-
ward in ensuring that all those who have a
right to a voice in our society have one. The
right to vote is the great equalifyer, one per-
son—one vote. Yet, there are those who are
attempting to impinge that right by requiring
the use of Voter ID cards. Now these photo ID
proposals have a forceful momentum that
have not seen in years past, as part of broad-
er legislative movements to limit access to the
political process for disenfranchised groups at
a level not seen since post-reconstruction era
laws that implemented poll taxes and literacy
tests. In just over the first two months of 2011,
photo ID proposals were introduced in 32
states and passed out of one legislative cham-
ber in twelve states. Lawmakers across the
Nation have pinpointed photo ID as a top leg-
islative priority. The Governor of Texas des-
ignated photo ID as a legislative emergency in
order to allow it to be procedurally fast-tracked
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through the legislature, photo ID proposals
were pre-fled before legislative sessions
began in half a dozen states, and secretaries
of state in a number of states have listed
photo ID as a top priority. | was pleased when
the Department of Justice took action to stop
that flowed piece of legislation.

Photo ID proposals have garnered signifi-
cant momentum in more than a dozen states
and opponents are having difficulty waging ef-
fective counterattacks to curb movement on
these bills.

The time is now to stand up to protect the
rights of the disenfranchised, the elderly, the
disabled, and college student access to the
right to vote. Now is the time, to remember the
courage of those who participated in the bus
boycott, recall their willingness to walk in the
hot southern sun for over a year to stand up
for their belief is justice, liberty and the pursuit
of happiness. Now is the time to truly honor
the life of Rosa Parks, who by sitting down,
stood up for justice. We must continue to
move forward rather than backwards in this
country. We must honor our past by standing
up to protect every one’s right to vote.

Today | remember Mrs. Parks for her cour-
age and for everything she has done to ad-
vance civil rights movement. And to remember
that although much progress has been made
there remains much more to accomplish.

————

OUR UNCONSCIONABLE NATIONAL
DEBT

HON. MIKE COFFMAN

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 6, 2013

Mr. COFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, on January 3,
2009, the day | took office, the national debt
was $10,627,961,295,930.67.

Today, it is $16,480,910,656,603.96. We've
added $5,852,949,360,673.29 to our debt in 4
years. This is a $5.8 trillion in debt our nation,
our economy, and our children could have
avoided with a Balanced Budget Amendment.
We must stop this unconscionable accumula-
tion of debt.

————

23RD ANNIVERSARY OF BLACK
JANUARY

HON. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 6, 2013

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas.
Mr. Speaker, | rise to commemorate the 23rd
anniversary of a tragic event in the history of
the country of Azerbaijan.

On the night of January 19, 1990, Azer-
baijan was invaded by thousands of Soviet
troops. These troops entered Azerbaijan under
the pretext of restoring public order, but with
the true aim of ending peaceful demonstra-
tions for independence.

Despite resistance to the Soviet troops by
Azerbaijanis, more than 130 Azerbaijani peo-
ple were killed and hundreds more were
wounded or detained indefinitely. This episode
came to be known as “Black January,” a ter-
rible event that only sharpened the desire for
independence among the people of Azer-
baijan.
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By 1991, popular pressure had restored the
independence of Azerbaijan. On August 30,
1991, Azerbaijan’s Parliament adopted the
Declaration on the Restoration of the State
Independence of the Republic of Azerbaijan,
and on October 18, 1991, the Constitutional
Act on the State Independence of the Repub-
lic of Azerbaijan was approved. The United
States established diplomatic relations with
Azerbaijan in 1992. Since then, Azerbaijan
has been a steadfast ally to the United States
and an important strategic partner in the re-

ion.

’ Each year, the people of Azerbaijan remem-
ber those who lost their lives on Black January
in 1990 and honor their sacrifice through their
commitment to the ideals of democracy.

| urge my colleagues to commit to fostering
a strong partnership between the United
States and Azerbaijan so that together, we
can promote freedom and democracy around
the world.

RECOGNIZING THE 90TH BIRTHDAY
OF MIRIAM LAWLER

HON. JARED HUFFMAN

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 6, 2013

Mr. HUFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, | rise to com-
memorate San Rafael, California, resident Mir-
iam Lawler on the occasion of her 90th birth-
day on January 30, 2013.

Miriam Lawler is a native Californian, born
in Los Angeles on January 30, 1923. She at-
tended Santa Monica College and moved to
San Francisco where she worked for the San
Francisco Chronicle. Miriam went on to obtain
her bachelor's degree from Dominican College
and studied Spanish at the College of Marin.

During WWII, Miriam met William Lawler
during his shore leave from his Navy de-
stroyer. They married and settled in San
Rafael, California, where she still lives today.
Miriam has two sons: Martin and William Jr.

Always active in politics, Miriam worked on
the presidential campaigns of Adlai Steven-
son, John F. Kennedy, and Robert Kennedy.
In Northern California, she also was involved
in helping launch Clem Miller's successful con-
gressional election. Throughout her life, Mir-
iam has advocated for social justice and civil
rights, has assisted children with learning dis-
abilities, and has volunteered to help children
learn to read.
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Mr. Speaker and colleagues, it is appro-
priate that we honor Miriam Lawler as she
turns age 90 for her inspirational and pro-
longed civic engagement.

———

IMPORTANCE OF FUNDING IN
MEDICAL RESEARCH FOR
EPITHELIOID HEMANGIOENDO-
THELIOMA AND OTHER DIS-
EASES

HON. JANICE D. SCHAKOWKSY

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 6, 2013

Ms. SCHAKOWSKY. Mr. Speaker, today |
rise to discuss the importance of funding med-
ical research for epithelioid hemangioendo-
thelioma and other diseases. Epithelioid
hemangioendothelioma, known simply as
EHE, is a rare cancer affecting both men and
women of all ages, causing disability, pain,
and often death. The disease causes tumors
in the endothelium, often affecting numerous
organs at a time.

A study done by the American College of
Chest Physicians states that EHE most often
affects the lungs, liver, and bones, or a com-
bination of these organs. Moreover, the dis-
ease causes a range of symptoms including
pain, upper respiratory infections, bone frac-
tures, weakness, and fatigue. The study also
cites that while EHE is more common in
women, men are more likely to die from it.

Currently, there is no effective treatment for
EHE. The American College of Chest Physi-
cians study states that EHE does not respond
to chemotherapy and radiation as well as
other cancers, causing many sufferers of the
disease to resort to surgeries and organ trans-
plants to try to relieve EHE’s painful symp-
toms.

My constituent, Isaac Weinberg, is currently
suffering from EHE. Because there is no cure
for the disease, Isaac must have a liver trans-
plant to alleviate some of the pain caused by
it. Cutting medical research funding and lim-
iting access to affordable healthcare would
only hurt Isaac and other people suffering
from EHE, as well as those suffering from
other diseases.

However, providing funding for medical re-
search would not only help those with EHE,
but people with other diseases, as well. EHE
is a sarcoma, a type of cancer that is very
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common. Therefore, research for EHE would
be beneficial in finding effective treatments
and cures for many different cancers and dis-
eases, potentially helping thousands of peo-
ple.

| want to thank my constituent and Isaac’s
father, Dr. Guy Weinberg, for establishing the
Center for Research and Analysis of Vascular
Tumors. CRAVAT provides desperately-need-
ed research money dedicated to learning more
about EHE. However, we cannot rely on pri-
vate efforts alone. Federal funding is nec-
essary if we are to make significant advances
in discovering ways to treat, cure, and elimi-
nate EHE and other diseases.

Mr. Speaker, | rise to bring awareness to
this important cause. Cutting medical research
funding will hurt thousands of Americans suf-
fering from diseases both rare and common,
and we cannot allow that to happen. Instead,
we must provide the crucial funding needed to
research EHE and other diseases, allowing us
to find cures, save lives, and help families like
the Weinbergs.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. MICHAEL K. SIMPSON

OF IDAHO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 6, 2013

Mr. SIMPSON. Mr. Speaker, on rollcall No.
32 on Motion to Suspend the Rules and pass
H.R. 297, the Children’s Hospital GME Sup-
port Reauthorization Act of 2011. | was unable
to vote.

Had | been present, | would have voted
yea.”

«,

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. ROSA L. DeLAURO

OF CONNECTICUT
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 6, 2013

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, | was unavoid-
ably detained and so | missed rollcall vote No.
33 On Ordering the Previous Question (H.
Res. 48). Had | been present, | would have
voted “no”.
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