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Iowa. Additionally, Jamie serves on the Board 
of Directors for the Rotary Club of Des 
Moines, is an active member of her church, 
and a wife and mother to her husband, Dale, 
and their son, Andrew. In all that she does, 
Jamie is truly an example that our state can 
be proud of. 

Mr. Speaker, Mrs. Boersma’s tireless efforts 
to make the world a better place have deserv-
edly been recognized through her selection as 
a 2013 Characters Unite winner. Jamie is a 
testament to the humble, hardworking and 
helpful people who make up the great state of 
Iowa, and it is a great honor to represent her 
and her family in the United States Congress. 
I invite my colleagues in the House to join me 
in congratulating Mrs. Boersma on receiving 
this prestigious distinction, thanking USA Net-
work and the Girl Scouts of Greater Iowa for 
their efforts, and wishing all of those involved 
in these wonderful programs continued suc-
cess for years to come. 
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THE STATE DEPARTMENT 2013 
TRAFFICKING IN PERSONS RE-
PORT 

HON. CHRISTOPHER H. SMITH 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 11, 2013 

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker, 
earlier today, the Subcommittee on Africa, 
Global Health, Global Human Rights, and 
International Organizations held the second in 
a series of hearings on the Trafficking in Per-
sons report and U.S. efforts to combat human 
trafficking. In April, the subcommittee took a 
close look at the records of 6 countries which 
had exhausted all of their allotted time on the 
Tier 2 Watch list and must, by law, be moved 
to Tier 2 or Tier 3 in this year’s Trafficking in 
Persons (TIP) Report. 

As discussed by experts in the April 18 
hearing, the trafficking records of China, Rus-
sia, and Uzbekistan were particularly worri-
some. An upgrade to Tier 2 would have been 
completely unmerited and would have dam-
aged the credibility of the TIP Report. 

The TIP report was released late last 
month, and I was pleased to see that it is one 
of the best yet—and that it faithfully reported 
and graded the records of China, Russia, and 
Uzbekistan, which had been skirting account-
ability for far too long. Now, the Administration 
is faced with next steps including what sanc-
tions might be imposed to press these nations 
to reform. 

When I wrote the law—the Trafficking Vic-
tims Protection Act of 2000—that created not 
only this report, but also the Office to Monitor 
and Combat Trafficking in Persons in the U.S. 
Department of State, and several other provi-
sions to prevent both sex and labor trafficking, 
protect victims, and prosecute traffickers, it 
was hoped this report would become the inter-
national gold standard and primary means of 
anti-trafficking accountability around the world. 
It has. From the halls of parliaments globally 
to police stations in remote corners of the 
world, this report is today being used to focus 
anti-trafficking work in 186 countries. 

But with the power of this report to improve 
situations came the risk that it could also be 
used to whitewash the truth about a country’s 
trafficking record—it could fail to report accu-

rately and inadvertently give cover to negligent 
or complicit governments. 

I am happy to say that the 2013 report is 
one of the best ever produced. Special thanks 
are especially in order for Ambassador Luis 
CdeBaca and his dedicated staff for faithfully 
highlighting the good, while exposing the bad 
and the ugly. The TIP report is faithful in and 
reflects the hard, meticulous work and leader-
ship of the Office to Monitor and Combat Traf-
ficking in Persons. This office not only ana-
lyzes whether a country is complying with the 
minimum standards for the elimination of 
human trafficking, but also sets specific rec-
ommendations for how a country can move 
forward. 

With this report, countries should have no 
question about where they rank, or how they 
can improve. Many countries have publically 
or privately credited the report as the impetus 
for real improvement in their trafficking laws 
and policies. Since the TIP report’s inception, 
more than 130 countries have enacted anti- 
trafficking laws, and many countries have 
taken other steps required to significantly raise 
their tier rankings. 

This year, China, Russia, and Uzbekistan fi-
nally have to confront their records. The report 
tells it like it is. For instance, the TIP report 
states that: ‘‘The Chinese government’s birth 
limitation policy and a cultural preference for 
sons, create a skewed sex ratio of 118 boys 
to 100 girls in China, which served as a key 
source of demand for the trafficking of foreign 
women as brides for Chinese men and forced 
prostitution. Women from Burma, Malaysia, 
Vietnam, and Mongolia are transported to 
China after being recruited through marriage 
brokers or fraudulent employment offers, 
where they are subsequently subjected to 
forced prostitution or forced labor . . . Traf-
fickers recruited girls and young women, often 
rural areas of China, using a combination of 
fraudulent job offers, imposition of large travel 
fees, and threats of physical or financial harm 
to obtain and maintain their service in prostitu-
tion.’’ 

Because tens of millions of girls have been 
systematically killed by sex selection abortion 
over the past three decades—resulting in an 
unprecedented number of ‘‘missing’’ women 
and girls—demand for prostitutes and so- 
called ‘‘brides’’ is exploding in China. 

As a direct consequence of the barbaric one 
child per couple policy in effect since 1979, 
China has become the global magnet for sex 
traffickers. Women and young girls have been 
and are today still being reduced to commod-
ities and coerced into prostitution. Without se-
rious and sustained action by Beijing, it is only 
going to get worse. 

The TIP Report also makes clear that ‘‘Chi-
nese law remains inadequate to combat all 
forms of trafficking . . . and the Government 
of China’s efforts to protect trafficking victims 
remained inadequate . . .’’ In addition, China’s 
‘‘government continued to perpetuate human 
trafficking in at least 320 state-run institu-
tions.’’ 

I, along with Congressman FRANK WOLF, 
visited one of those state-run institutions in the 
early 1990’s—Beijing Prison #1. We were 
shocked to observe the horrific conditions im-
posed on inmates including more than 40 
Tiananmen Square human rights activists. The 
report makes clear that state-sponsored forced 
labor is part of a systemic form of repression 
known as ‘‘re-education through labor. The 

government reportedly profits from this forced 
labor, and many prisoners and detainees 
. . .’’ 

With this report, we have done right by the 
millions of trafficking victims in China. With 
this report, we are holding China to account 
for its complicity in profits off of modern-day 
slavery. It is my sincere hope that the truth will 
turn the tide in China. 

However, I was disappointed to see that 
Vietnam was not downgraded to the Tier 2 
Watch List or Tier 3. Vietnam’s labor export 
companies—most of which are owned by or 
affiliated with the Government of Vietnam— 
have been engaged in practices that lead to 
debt bondage and forced labor. The Govern-
ment of Vietnam has yet to pay millions of dol-
lars in damages to Vietnamese labor traf-
ficking victims found in the United States and 
its territories, as ordered by U.S. courts. 

Vietnamese trafficking victims in other coun-
tries report that the Government of Vietnam 
sides with the traffickers to keep them in 
bondage when the victims seek help. Other 
reports indicate that the Vietnamese embassy 
in Russia is actively working with organized 
crime to enslave Vietnamese nationals in 
sweatshops and brothels, and the TIP report 
itself notes reports that officials at border 
crossings and checkpoints accept bribes from 
traffickers. Some notable trends in the 2013 
include: Tier 1: 30 countries (as compared 
with 33 in 2012); Tier 2: 92 countries (as com-
pared with 93 in 2012) Tier 2 Watch List: 44 
countries (as compared with 42 in 2012); Tier 
3: 20 countries (as compared with 17 in 2012). 

The Africa region increased its prosecutions 
by 45% (labor prosecutions by 500%), its con-
victions by 16%, and its victim identification by 
13%. Africa is the region with the greatest 
number of Tier 3 countries, and does not con-
tain any Tier 1 countries. 

The East Asia and Pacific region saw a 
23% decrease in prosecutions, but a 28% in-
crease in convictions and a slight increase in 
the number of victims identified. The number 
of victims identified remains alarmingly low 
(8,521) in a region where the International 
Labor Organization believes there are nearly 
12 million enslaved individuals. The number of 
labor convictions (103) also remains extremely 
low in the region of the world most plagued by 
labor trafficking. 

The Europe region saw a slight drop in 
prosecutions, but a 13% increase in convic-
tions and a 17% increase in victims identified. 
The European region identified the most vic-
tims out of all regions in 2013. 

The Near East region saw a 19% increase 
in prosecutions in 2012, and more than dou-
bled its conviction rate (largely due to efforts 
in the United Arab Emirates). The Near East 
region also more than doubled its number of 
victims identified. This region has the greatest 
relative proportion of Tier 3 countries. 

The South and Central Asia region saw 
slight, but appreciable increases in its pros-
ecutions (7%), convictions (5%), and number 
of victims identified (13%). India, one of the 
first countries to be moved off of the Tier 2 
Watch List under the TVPRA of 2008 two– 
year rule, maintained a questionable Tier 2 
ranking for a second year. Out of nearly 2 bil-
lion people, only 4,415 victims were identified. 

The Western Hemisphere region, in which 
the United States is included, prosecutions in-
creased by 72%, and convictions increased by 
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44% (including a 650% increase in labor traf-
ficking convictions). However, victim identifica-
tion decreased by 15% (although there was a 
significant increase in the number of labor traf-
ficking victims identified). Eight countries in 
this region improved their anti-trafficking laws 
in 2012. Cuba is the only country in the region 
to be Tier 3. Colombia and Nicaragua share 
Tier 1 status with the United States and Can-
ada. 
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ENERGY AND WATER DEVELOP-
MENT AND RELATED AGENCIES 
APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2014 

SPEECH OF 

HON. HENRY A. WAXMAN 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 9, 2013 

The House in Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union had under 
consideration the bill (H.R. 2609) making ap-
propriations for energy and water develop-
ment and related agencies for the fiscal year 
ending September 30, 2014, and for other pur-
poses: 

Mr. WAXMAN. Madam Chair, I rise today on 
behalf of the Safe Climate Caucus to continue 
our effort to end the conspiracy of silence in 
this body surrounding the issue of our time: 
the growing threat posed by climate change. 

We have a moral obligation to be respon-
sible stewards of the environment for our chil-
dren and future generations. History will not 
judge the House of Representatives kindly if 
we continue to ignore the mounting danger 
and act like the last refuge of the Flat Earth 
Society. 

Yet that is what we are doing. The Repub-
lican strategy amounts to a conspiracy of si-
lence. Despite our repeated requests for hear-
ings and debate, the Republican majority re-
fuses to hold hearings, continues to deny the 
science, and passes legislation that recklessly 
endangers our atmosphere. 

In the last Congress, the Republican-led 
House voted 53 times to block any action on 
climate change. The Energy and Water Appro-
priations bill on the floor this week guts fund-
ing for research and development for energy 
efficiency and renewable energy. 

It is still not too late to stop the rising CO2 
levels in our atmosphere. The United Sates 
can still be the world leader in the clean en-
ergy technologies of the future. But we must 
act now. 
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ENERGY AND WATER DEVELOP-
MENT AND RELATED AGENCIES 
APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2014 

SPEECH OF 

HON. GENE GREEN 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 9, 2013 

The House in Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union had under 
consideration the bill (H.R. 2609) making ap-
propriations for energy and water develop-
ment and related agencies for the fiscal year 
ending September 30, 2014, and for other pur-
poses: 

Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas. Madam Chair, 
I represent areas of North and East Harris 

County and Houston, including a large portion 
of the Port of Houston and the Houston Ship 
Channel. Water development projects at the 
Army Corps of Engineers are critical to our 
economy and to our safety. We rely on flood 
control and dredging projects in the Houston 
/Harris County, Texas area. Flood control 
projects protect lives and property every year 
in our district. However, without adequate 
Army Corps money, necessary maintenance 
and new projects will be neglected putting our 
area at risk. 

The Energy and Water Appropriations bill is 
important to us. This bill needs to provide 
more funding for the Army Corps. 

The Port of Houston is the largest foreign 
tonnage port and the largest petrochemical 
port in the country. In fact, it moves the sec-
ond largest amount of cargo in the country, as 
8.5% of our nation’s cargo moves through the 
Port of Houston. The commerce that occurs at 
our port is critical to our nation’s energy and 
chemical sectors and to our country’s ability to 
trade and move goods throughout our country. 
It is a port of national significance, but has not 
received the attention that is necessary to an-
swer the challenges we face in the near fu-
ture. 

Despite the national importance of our port, 
it is facing a dredging crisis. 

The President’s budget request funded 
dredging at the Port at around half the actual 
need. The Energy and Water Appropriations 
bill doesn’t even get us to the President’s re-
quest level. Infrastructure is a key component 
of commerce and it is time the House of Rep-
resentatives starts passing legislation recog-
nizing this important fact. 

Additionally, by cutting New Starts com-
pletely, this bill prevents funding for a vital 
project in Houston that will explore widening 
and deepening the shipping channel to the 
Turning Basin. This funding is critical to pre-
paring our Port for the years ahead. 

In 1998, the Federal Government and the 
Port of Houston invested $700 million over the 
course of years, to deepen and widen the 
Ship Channel. An investment we have bene-
fitted from tremendously. 

As the years have passed silt has settled 
and reduced the draft in the channel signifi-
cantly. Today, only a small portion of the 
channel is dredged to its proper depth across 
the entire width of the channel. That is as-
tounding. Our nation’s investment is rapidly 
deteriorating. Currently, the Houston Ship 
Channel is dredged to a depth of 43 feet, but 
it should be 45 feet. The Panama Canal is ex-
panding and when it is completed, the Port of 
Houston should be at a minimum of 45 feet 
and we could take advantage of additional 
depth. 

As we confront the dual challenges of 
adopting policies that create jobs and reduce 
the debt, funding for dredging projects is an 
item that, while costly, will have more of a 
positive impact on our economy than a nega-
tive impact on our deficit. The Texas Trans-
portation Institute performed a study and de-
termined that a direct economic impact of the 
loss of 1 foot of draft is $373 million. The ma-
jority of this impact is lost business opportuni-
ties due to light loading of non-containerized 
vessels. As the dredging crisis at the port con-
tinues to worsen, the opportunity cost will 
quickly increase. 

The time to increase our investment in our 
infrastructure is now. We can’t wait until the 

economy improves because strengthening our 
infrastructure is integral to growing our econ-
omy. 
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ENERGY AND WATER DEVELOP-
MENT AND RELATED AGENCIES 
APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2014 

SPEECH OF 

HON. JANICE HAHN 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 10, 2013 

The House in Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union had under 
consideration the bill (H.R. 2609) making ap-
propriations for energy and water develop-
ment and related agencies for the fiscal year 
ending September 30, 2014, and for other pur-
poses: 

Ms. HAHN. Madam Chair, I rise to express 
my concern about the amendment accepted 
into the Energy & Water Appropriations bill 
last night that prevents the Army Corps of En-
gineers from using any of the funds appro-
priated in that act for even suggesting ex-
panded uses of the Harbor Maintenance Trust 
Fund. 

I represent the Port of Los Angeles, a Port 
which, combined with the adjacent Port of 
Long Beach, constitutes the busiest port com-
plex in the United States. Forty percent of the 
cargo that comes into this country flows 
through the Ports of LA and Long Beach. 

The Ports of LA and Long Beach contribute 
more to the Harbor Maintenance Trust Fund 
than any other port—over $263 million last 
year. That’s money that comes out of the 
pockets of American businesses, an added 
cost borne by American consumers who rely 
on the Ports of LA and Long Beach being effi-
cient and strong. 

But because this port complex—arguably 
the most important port in the Nation—is 
blessed by geology, we have little need for 
dredging to remain deep and wide. And so my 
port sees less than a penny return for every 
dollar it contributes to the Harbor Maintenance 
Trust Fund. And that means that all those 
American businesses and consumers who are 
forking over $263 million every year are see-
ing practically no benefit. 

The port they rely on is cut out of the nar-
row uses set for the HMTF. I don’t think that’s 
fair, and I don’t think that’s smart. Why have 
we structured the use of the HMTF in such a 
way that 40 percent of the Nation’s imports 
are not seeing any benefit? 

Every port, big and small, deserves to be 
completely and promptly dredged. That’s why 
achieving full utilization of the Harbor Mainte-
nance Trust Fund is so critical. But we also 
need to address the donor equity issue faced 
by deep draft commercial ports like mine, who 
handle so much cargo and see so little invest-
ment in return. And so yes, I think we need to 
examine some expanded uses—including 
maintenance berth dredging and some 
landside uses closely tied to the port—so that 
the HMTF does in fact contribute to the 
strength of all ports in this great country. 
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