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of collective consensus and public in-
vestment. We owe our children, the 
most vulnerable citizens in our society, 
a life free of violence and fear.’’ 

Today, I am proud to join with Sen-
ators KERRY, COLLINS, CARDIN, SHA-
HEEN, SNOWE, and CONRAD to introduce 
the Protect Our Kids Act. This legisla-
tion would establish a task force dedi-
cated to reducing child deaths from 
child abuse and neglect. Child welfare 
professionals, law enforcement officers, 
and other child abuse prevention ex-
perts. 

Since 2002, more than 15,000 children 
have died due to abuse and neglect. 
This number is based on state-reported 
Child Protection Services data. But ad-
vocates predict the true number is far 
greater. 

Unfortunately, we do not have clear 
facts about the number of child abuse 
and neglect fatalities. 

Some children may have died from 
child abuse and neglect, even if they 
were not involved with the Child Pro-
tective Services system or their deaths 
were not reported as due to abuse or 
neglect. We know little about these 
deaths since there is no standard 
means of collecting this data across 
States. And not all State child protec-
tion agencies seek information consid-
ering child abuse or neglect fatalities 
from other agencies or offices like vital 
statistics, medical examiners, or law 
enforcement. 

We need to learn more about the 
deaths of these children, so that we can 
prevent the senseless murders of other 
children. Our children deserve to be 
protected from fear and terror espe-
cially when the threat to their safety 
and well-being comes from those that 
should cherish them the most. 

According to Child Protection Serv-
ices data, in Montana we reported zero 
fatalities from child abuse and neglect 
last year. That is fantastic news. But 
there could be abuse or deaths not re-
ported or not collected by Child Pro-
tection Services. So I am urging my 
State to lift the standard even higher. 
Child Protection Services needs to co-
ordinate with other agencies for more 
data so that we can be sure that all 
Montana kids are safe. 

Our Nation must embrace its respon-
sibility to protect our children. And we 
need to provide our children with men-
tal health challenges the support they 
need to not only survive but to thrive 
as members of our society. 

We need to make sure that kids have 
access to physical and mental health 
services, so they can grow up into 
happy, productive adults. We need to 
help kids with mental illnesses by re-
ducing the stigma surrounding mental 
health services and ensuring that kids 
know there is a support network back-
ing them up. We have to use every re-
source at our disposal to prevent abuse 
and ensure mental health support. We 
should look at programs like home vis-
iting, which currently provides profes-
sional assistance, right at home, for 
over 50,000 families across our nation, 

and see how they can be improved to do 
an even better job supporting vulner-
able families. 

This legislation is a step in the right 
direction to protect kids. I commend 
my colleagues Senators KERRY and 
COLLINS for their years of work on this 
issue. Our colleagues in the House of 
Representatives have already acted on 
this legislation. Let us now join to-
gether and create a life free of violence 
and fear for our most vulnerable citi-
zens. Let us pass the Protect Our Kids 
Act. 

Ms. COLLINS. Mr. President, I rise 
today to praise the passage of the 
‘‘Protect Our Kids Act,’’ which will 
create a commission with the goal of 
eliminating child abuse fatalities. The 
effort to address child abuse transcends 
ideological and partisan lines. This is 
not a Democratic or Republican issue— 
this is an American issue—one that we 
can’t wish away, but that we must face 
head on and work to eradicate. Senator 
KERRY and I originally introduced the 
Protect Our Kids Act last year, and I 
am pleased that we have moved for-
ward with this critical, updated legisla-
tion. Senator KERRY and I also intro-
duced a resolution recognizing April as 
Child Abuse Prevention Month. The 
passage of the Protect Our Kids Act 
further represents our commitment to 
put an end to child abuse in the United 
States. 

Child abuse fatalities are prevent-
able; yet, approximately 1,770 children 
are reported as dying from child abuse 
each year, and many experts believe 
the actual number may be significantly 
higher. This legislation would establish 
a commission to develop a national 
strategy for reducing child abuse fa-
talities. The commission will include a 
variety of professionals with expertise 
in areas such as child welfare advo-
cacy, child development, pediatrics, 
medical examining, social work, law 
enforcement and education. 

Through new research, hearings and 
the use and coordination of existing in-
formation, the commission will provide 
a report with its recommendations for 
developing a comprehensive national 
strategy for reducing child abuse fa-
talities. Increased understanding of 
maltreatment deaths can lead to im-
provement in agency systems and prac-
tices to protect children and prevent 
child abuse and neglect. Therefore, it is 
imperative that we take action to cap-
italize on the commission’s findings. 
This legislation requires the commis-
sion’s report to be submitted to rel-
evant Federal agencies and Congres-
sional committees. All agencies with 
recommendations that fall under their 
jurisdiction must then submit their re-
action and plans to address such rec-
ommendations to Congress within 6 
months. 

Approximately 6 million kids are re-
ported to be abused or neglected each 
year. We know this can be prevented. 
This legislation is an important step 
that Congress and our Nation should 
take in order to better protect our 
kids. 

Mr. REID. I know of no further de-
bate on this matter. 

The bill was ordered to a third read-
ing and was read the third time. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. If there 
is no further debate, the question is, 
Shall the bill pass. 

The bill (H.R. 6655) was passed. 
Mr. REID. I ask unanimous consent 

that the motion to reconsider be con-
sidered made and laid on the table. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

DEFINING TAXABLE VACCINES 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Senate proceed 
to the consideration of S. 3716. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the bill by title. 

The bill clerk read as follows: 

A bill (S. 3716) to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to include vaccines against 
seasonal influenza within the definition of 
taxable vaccines. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the bill. 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the bill be read 
three times and passed, the motion to 
reconsider be considered made and laid 
upon the table, with no intervening ac-
tion or debate, and any statements re-
lated to the bill be printed in the 
RECORD. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The bill (S. 3716) was ordered to be 
engrossed for a third reading, was read 
the third time, and passed, as follows: 

S. 3716 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 

SECTION 1. ADDITION OF VACCINES AGAINST 
SEASONAL INFLUENZA TO LIST OF 
TAXABLE VACCINES. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Subparagraph (N) of sec-
tion 4132(a)(1) of the Internal Revenue Code 
of 1986 is amended by inserting ‘‘or any other 
vaccine against seasonal influenza’’ before 
the period. 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.— 
(1) SALES, ETC.—The amendment made by 

this section shall apply to sales and uses on 
or after the later of— 

(A) the first day of the first month which 
begins more than 4 weeks after the date of 
the enactment of this Act, or 

(B) the date on which the Secretary of 
Health and Human Services lists any vaccine 
against seasonal influenza (other than any 
vaccine against seasonal influenza listed by 
the Secretary prior to the date of the enact-
ment of this Act) for purposes of compensa-
tion for any vaccine-related injury or death 
through the Vaccine Injury Compensation 
Trust Fund. 

(2) DELIVERIES.—For purposes of paragraph 
(1) and section 4131 of the Internal Revenue 
Code of 1986, in the case of sales on or before 
the effective date described in such para-
graph for which delivery is made after such 
date, the delivery date shall be considered 
the sale date. 
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CONGRATULATING THE NAVY ON 

‘‘U.S.S. ENTERPRISE’’ FINAL DE-
PLOYMENT 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Senate proceed 
to S. Res. 630. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the resolution by 
title. 

The bill clerk read as follows: 
A resolution (S. Res. 630) congratulating 

the Navy and the current and former officers 
and crew of the U.S.S. Enterprise (CVN 65) 
on completion of the 26th and final deploy-
ment of the vessel. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the resolution be 
agreed to, the preamble be agreed to, 
the motions to reconsider be laid upon 
the table, with no intervening action 
or debate, and any related statements 
be printed in the RECORD. 

The resolution (S. Res. 630) was 
agreed to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
The preamble, with its preamble, 

reads as follows: 
S. RES. 630 

Whereas, on November 4, 2012, the U.S.S. 
Enterprise returned to her homeport of Nor-
folk, Virginia, after completing the 26th and 
final deployment of the vessel; 

Whereas the U.S.S. Enterprise, the first 
nuclear powered aircraft carrier to serve the 
United States, was inactivated on December 
1, 2012, after more than 51 years in active 
service to the Navy and the Nation; 

Whereas the U.S.S. Enterprise is the 8th 
vessel to bear that name and justly and 
rightfully maintained the honor and tradi-
tion of those vessels that previously bore the 
name; 

Whereas the U.S.S. Enterprise participated 
in the embargo of the island of Cuba ordered 
by President John Kennedy in the fall of 
1962, helping to prevent an escalation of that 
crisis; 

Whereas the U.S.S. Enterprise conducted 
multiple deployments in support of combat 
operations during the Vietnam War; 

Whereas the U.S.S. Enterprise, upon re-
ceiving the news of the September 11, 2001, 
attacks on the United States while returning 
home from a six-month deployment, imme-
diately reversed course and was deployed in 
the Arabian Sea; 

Whereas the U.S.S. Enterprise launched 
hundreds of air strikes into Afghanistan in 
support of Operation Enduring Freedom 
throughout October 2001 to destroy Taliban 
and al Qaeda targets; 

Whereas the U.S.S. Enterprise deployed six 
times over the last 11 years to conduct com-
bat operations in support of Operation Iraqi 
Freedom and Operation Enduring Freedom; 
and 

Whereas the U.S.S. Enterprise and the 10 
Nimitz-class aircraft carriers of the Navy 
have proven the wisdom and value of nuclear 
powered aircraft carriers, which have played 
crucial roles across the range of military op-
erations, from humanitarian assistance to 
combat operations, including operations in 
Iraq and Afghanistan since the beginnings of 
hostilities, providing, from the sea, unparal-
leled precision strike, close air support, and 
surveillance in support of ground combat op-
erations: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) congratulates the Navy and the many 

crews of the U.S.S. Enterprise (CVN 65) on 
having provided the United States an incal-
culable service in international relations and 
engagement and in the prevention and win-
ning of armed conflicts over the 51-year pe-
riod of the service of the U.S.S. Enterprise; 

(2) honors the service and memory of the 
117 Sailors who made the ultimate sacrifice 
for their country while serving onboard 
U.S.S. Enterprise, including the 30 that were 
killed in action during the Vietnam War; 

(3) honors the service of the 22 U.S.S. En-
terprise Sailors who were held as Prisoners 
of War during the Vietnam War, the 3 who 
died in captivity, and the 3 that are still list-
ed as missing-in-action; and 

(4) congratulates the nearly 100,000 current 
and former Sailors and thousands of current 
and former Marines who have served on the 
U.S.S. Enterprise and thanks them for the 
selfless sacrifice they made in service to the 
United States. 

f 

ORDERS FOR THURSDAY, 
JANUARY 3, 2013 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that when the Senate 
completes its business today and when 
it convenes tomorrow, January 3, 2012, 
at 12 noon, pursuant to the Constitu-
tion, following the prayer and pledge 
and following the presentation of the 
certificates of election and the swear-
ing-in of elected Members, and the re-
quired live quorum, the morning hour 
be expired, the Journal of proceedings 
be approved to date, and the time for 
the two leaders be reserved for their 
use later in the day. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

PROGRAM 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, there will 
be a live quorum at noon, which will be 
followed by the swearing in of new and 
recently reelected Senators. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT UNTIL TOMORROW 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, if there is 
no further business to come before the 
Senate, I ask unanimous consent that 
it adjourn under the previous order. 

There being no objection, the Senate, 
at 5:07 p.m., adjourned until Thursday, 
January 3, 2013. 

f 

DISCHARGED NOMINATIONS 

The Senate Committee on Health, 
Education, Labor, and Pensions was 
discharged from further consideration 
of the following nomination by unani-
mous consent. 

*Erica Lynn Groshen, of New York, to be 
Commissioner of Labor Statistics, Depart-
ment of Labor, for a term of four years. 

The Senate Committee on Foreign 
Relations was discharged from further 
consideration of the following nomina-
tions by unanimous consent. 

Deborah Ann McCarthy, of Florida, a Ca-
reer Member of the Senior Foreign Service, 

Class of Minister-Counselor, to be Ambas-
sador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of 
the United States of America to the Republic 
of Lithuania. 

Nominee: Deborah Ann McCarthy. 
Post: Lithuania. 
(The following is a list of all members of 

my immediate family and their spouses. I 
have asked each of these persons to inform 
me of the pertinent contributions made by 
them. To the best of my knowledge, the in-
formation contained in this report is com-
plete and accurate.) 

Contributions, amount, date, and donee: 
1. Self: none. 
2. Spouse: N/A. 
3. Children and spouses: Natalia Alexander: 

none. 
4. Parents: Natalia W. McCarthy, (Moth-

er)—none; George E. McCarthy—deceased. 
5. Grandparents: deceased. 
6. Brothers and spouses: George E. McCar-

thy—None; Teresa McCarthy—none. 
7. Sisters and spouses: Linda McCarthy 

Milone—none; Paul Milone—none; Diana 
McCarthy Bernard—none. 

Robert F. Godec, of Virginia, a Career 
Member of the Senior Foreign Service, Class 
of Minister-Counselor, to be Ambassador Ex-
traordinary and Plenipotentiary of the 
United States of America to the Republic of 
Kenya. 

Nominee: Robert F. Godec. 
Post: Nairobi. 
(The following is a list of all members of 

my immediate family and their spouses. I 
have asked each of these persons to inform 
me of the pertinent contributions made by 
them. To the best of my knowledge, the in-
formation contained in this report is com-
plete and accurate.) 

Contributions, amount, date, and donee: 
1. Self: none. 
2. Spouse: none. 
3. Children and spouses: N/A. 
4. Parents: Nancy Dietrich—none; Ivan 

Dietrich—none for Federal campaigns; War-
ren D. Magnusson—deceased; Flora 
Magnusson—deceased. 

5. Grandparents: Ovid Meyer—deceased; 
Lyda Meyer—deceased; Frank Godec—de-
ceased; Ophelia Mildred Godec—deceased. 

6. Brothers and spouses: Mark Godec— 
none; James Godec—$1000, 4/13/12, Romney 
Victory Inc.; Elyse Godec—none. 

7. Sisters and spouses: N/A. 

*Nominee has committed to respond 
to requests to appear and testify before 
any duly constituted committee of the 
Senate. 

f 

CONFIRMATIONS 

Executive nominations confirmed by 
the Senate January 2, 2013: 

DEPARTMENT OF LABOR 

ERICA LYNN GROSHEN, OF NEW YORK, TO BE COMMIS-
SIONER OF LABOR STATISTICS, DEPARTMENT OF LABOR, 
FOR A TERM OF FOUR YEARS. 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

DEBORAH ANN MCCARTHY, OF FLORIDA, A CAREER 
MEMBER OF THE SENIOR FOREIGN SERVICE, CLASS OF 
MINISTER–COUNSELOR, TO BE AMBASSADOR EXTRAOR-
DINARY AND PLENIPOTENTIARY OF THE UNITED STATES 
OF AMERICA TO THE REPUBLIC OF LITHUANIA. 

ROBERT F. GODEC, OF VIRGINIA, A CAREER MEMBER OF 
THE SENIOR FOREIGN SERVICE, CLASS OF MINISTER– 
COUNSELOR, TO BE AMBASSADOR EXTRAORDINARY AND 
PLENIPOTENTIARY OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
TO THE REPUBLIC OF KENYA. 
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