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The message also announced that the
House agrees to the amendments of the
Senate to the bill (H.R. 1464) to develop
a strategy for assisting stateless chil-
dren from North Korea, and for other
purposes.

ENROLLED BILL SIGNED

At 1:10 p.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Mrs. Cole, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the Speaker has signed
the following enrolled bill:

H.R. 8. An act entitled the ‘‘American Tax-
payer Relief Act of 2012”.

The enrolled bill was subsequently
signed by the President pro tempore
(Mr. LEAHY).

At 2:21 p.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Mrs. Cole, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House agrees to the
amendment of the Senate to the bill
(H.R. 443) to provide for the conveyance
of certain property from the United
States to the Maniilaq Association lo-
cated in Kotzebue, Alaska.

The message further announced that
the House agrees to the amendment of
the Senate to the bill (H.R. 2076) to
amend title 28, United States Code, to
clarify the statutory authority for the
longstanding practice of the Depart-
ment of Justice of providing investiga-
tory assistance on request of State and
local authorities with respect to cer-
tain serious violent crimes, and for
other purposes.

The message also announced that the
House agrees to the amendment of the
Senate to the bill (H.R. 4212) to prevent
the introduction into commerce of un-
safe drywall, to ensure the manufac-
turer of drywall is readily identifiable,
to ensure that problematic drywall re-
moved from homes is not reused, and
for other purposes.

The message further announced that
the House agrees to the amendment of
the Senate to the bill (H.R. 6029) to
amend title 18, United States Code, to
provide for increased penalties for for-
eign and economic espionage, and for
other purposes.

The message also announced that the
House agrees to the amendment of the
Senate to the bill (H.R. 6328) to amend
title 49, United States Code, to direct
the Assistant Secretary of Homeland
Security (Transportation Security Ad-
ministration) to transfer unclaimed
clothing recovered at airport security
checkpoints to local veterans organiza-
tions and other local charitable organi-
zations, and for other purposes.

The message further announced that
the House agrees to the amendment of
the Senate to the bill (H.R. 6621) to cor-
rect and improve certain provisions of
the Leahy-Smith America Invents Act
and title 35, United States Code.

The message also announced that the
House agrees to the amendments of the
Senate to the bill (H.R. 8) to extend
certain tax relief provisions enacted in
2001 and 2003, and to provide for expe-
dited consideration of a bill providing
for comprehensive tax reform, and for
other purposes.
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At 3:21 p.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Mr. Novotny, one of its reading clerks,
announced that the House agrees to
the amendment of the Senate to the
bill (H.R. 6586) to extend the applica-
tion of certain space launch liability
provisions through 2014.

ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED

The message further announced that
the Speaker has signed the following
enrolled bills:

H.R. 1464. An act to express the sense of
Congress regarding North Korean children
and children of one North Korean parent and
to require the Department of State regularly
to brief appropriate congressional commit-
tees on efforts to advocate for and develop a
strategy to provide assistance in the best in-
terest of these children.

H.R. 4365. An act to amend title 5, United
States Code, to make clear that accounts in
the Thrift Savings Fund are subject to cer-
tain Federal tax levies.

H.R. 6060. An act to amend Public Law 106—
392 to maintain annual base funding for the
Upper Colorado and San Juan fish recovery
programs through fiscal year 2019.

H.R. 6364. An act to establish a commission
to ensure a suitable observance of the cen-
tennial of World War I, to provide for the
designation of memorials to the service of
members of the United States Armed Forces
in World War I, and for other purposes.

S. 3454. An act to authorize appropriations
for fiscal year 2013 for intelligence and intel-
ligence-related activities of the United
States Government and the Office of the Di-
rector of National Intelligence, the Central
Intelligence Agency Retirement and Dis-
ability System, and for other purposes.

S. 3630. An act to designate the facility of
the United States Postal Service located at
218 North Milwaukee Street in Waterford,
Wisconsin, as the ““‘Captain Rhett W. Schiller
Post Office”.

S. 3662. An act to designate the facility of
the United States Postal Service located at 6
Nichols Street in Westminster, Massachu-
setts, as the ‘‘Lieutenant Ryan Patrick
Jones Post Office Building”’.

S. 3677. An act to make a technical correc-
tion to the Flood Disaster Protection Act of
1978.

The enrolled bills were subsequently
signed by the President pro tempore
(Mr. LEAHY).

At 3:40 p.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Mr. Novotny, one of its reading clerks,
announced that the House has passed
the following bill, with an amendment
and an amendment to the title, in
which it requests the concurrence of
the Senate:

S. 3250. An act to amend the DNA Analysis
Backlog Elimination Act of 2000 to provide
for Debbie Smith grants for auditing sexual
assault evidence backlogs and to establish a
Sexual Assault Forensic Evidence Registry,
and for other purposes.

————————

MEASURES REFERRED

The following bill was read the first
and the second times by unanimous
consent, and referred as indicated:

H.R. 6726. An act to prevent the 2013 pay
adjustment for Members of Congress and per-
sons holding other offices or positions in the
Federal Government from being made; to the
Committee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs.

S8665

MEASURES DISCHARGED

The following measure was dis-
charged from the Committee on
Health, Education, Labor, and Pen-

sions and referred as indicated:

H.R. 6655. An act to establish a commission
to develop a national strategy and rec-
ommendations for reducing fatalities result-
ing from child abuse and neglect; to the
Committee on Finance.

———————

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES

The following reports of committees
were submitted:

By Mr. ROCKEFELLER, from the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation:

Report to accompany S. 692, a bill to im-
prove hurricane preparedness by establishing
the National Hurricane Research Initiative,
and for other purposes (Rept. No. 112-266).

——————

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND
JOINT RESOLUTIONS

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated:

By Mr. BAUCUS (for himself and Mr.
HATCH):

S. 3716. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to include vaccines against
seasonal influenza within the definition of
taxable vaccines; considered and passed.

————

SUBMISSION OF CONCURRENT AND
SENATE RESOLUTIONS

The following concurrent resolutions
and Senate resolutions were read, and
referred (or acted upon), as indicated:

By Mr. WARNER (for himself, Mr.
WEBB, Mr. MCCAIN, and Mr. WICKER):

S. Res. 630. A resolution congratulating the
Navy and the current and former officers and
crew of the U.S.S. Enterprise (CVN 65) on
completion of the 26th and final deployment
of the vessel; considered and agreed to.

———

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS

S. 2215

At the request of Mr. DURBIN, the
name of the Senator from Ohio (Mr.
BROWN) was added as a cosponsor of S.
2215, a bill to create jobs in the United
States by increasing United States ex-
ports to Africa by at least 200 percent
in real dollar value within 10 years, and
for other purposes.

———

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS

SENATE RESOLUTION  630—CON-
GRATULATING THE NAVY AND
THE CURRENT AND FORMER OF-
FICERS AND CREW OF THE
“U.8.8. ENTERPRISE” (CVN 65) ON
COMPLETION OF THE 26TH AND
FINAL DEPLOYMENT OF THE
VESSEL

Mr. WARNER (for himself, Mr. WEBB,
Mr. McCAIN, and Mr. WICKER) sub-
mitted the following resolution; which
was considered and agreed to:
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S. RES. 630

Whereas, on November 4, 2012, the U.S.S.
Enterprise returned to her homeport of Nor-
folk, Virginia, after completing the 26th and
final deployment of the vessel;

Whereas the U.S.S. Enterprise, the first
nuclear powered aircraft carrier to serve the
United States, was inactivated on December
1, 2012, after more than 51 years in active
service to the Navy and the Nation;

Whereas the U.S.S. Enterprise is the 8th
vessel to bear that name and justly and
rightfully maintained the honor and tradi-
tion of those vessels that previously bore the
name;

Whereas the U.S.S. Enterprise participated
in the embargo of the island of Cuba ordered
by President John Kennedy in the fall of
1962, helping to prevent an escalation of that
crisis;

Whereas the U.S.S. Enterprise conducted
multiple deployments in support of combat
operations during the Vietnam War;

Whereas the U.S.S. Enterprise, upon re-
ceiving the news of the September 11, 2001,
attacks on the United States while returning
home from a six-month deployment, imme-
diately reversed course and was deployed in
the Arabian Sea;

Whereas the U.S.S. Enterprise launched
hundreds of air strikes into Afghanistan in
support of Operation Enduring Freedom
throughout October 2001 to destroy Taliban
and al Qaeda targets;

Whereas the U.S.S. Enterprise deployed six
times over the last 11 years to conduct com-
bat operations in support of Operation Iraqi
Freedom and Operation Enduring Freedom;
and

Whereas the U.S.S. Enterprise and the 10
Nimitz-class aircraft carriers of the Navy
have proven the wisdom and value of nuclear
powered aircraft carriers, which have played
crucial roles across the range of military op-
erations, from humanitarian assistance to
combat operations, including operations in
Iraq and Afghanistan since the beginnings of
hostilities, providing, from the sea, unparal-
leled precision strike, close air support, and
surveillance in support of ground combat op-
erations: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) congratulates the Navy and the many
crews of the U.S.S. Enterprise (CVN 65) on
having provided the United States an incal-
culable service in international relations and
engagement and in the prevention and win-
ning of armed conflicts over the 51-year pe-
riod of the service of the U.S.S. Enterprise;

(2) honors the service and memory of the
117 Sailors who made the ultimate sacrifice
for their country while serving onboard
U.S.S. Enterprise, including the 30 that were
killed in action during the Vietnam War;

(3) honors the service of the 22 U.S.S. En-
terprise Sailors who were held as Prisoners
of War during the Vietnam War, the 3 who
died in captivity, and the 3 that are still list-
ed as missing-in-action; and

(4) congratulates the nearly 100,000 current
and former Sailors and thousands of current
and former Marines who have served on the
U.S.S. Enterprise and thanks them for the
selfless sacrifice they made in service to the
United States.

————

NOTICE: REGISTRATION OF MASS
MAILINGS

The filing date for the 2012 fourth
quarter Mass Mailing report is Friday,
January 25, 2013. If your office did no

mass mailings during this period,
please submit a form that states
‘“‘none.”

Mass mailing registrations, or nega-
tive reports, should be submitted to
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the Senate Office of Public Records, 232
Hart Building, Washington, D.C. 20510-
7116.

The Senate Office of Public Records
will be open from 9:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.
on the filing date to accept these fil-
ings. For further information, please
contact the Senate Office of Public
Records at (202) 224-0322.

LETTER OF RESIGNATION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
Chair lays before the Senate the letter
of resignation of Senator JIM DEMINT
of South Carolina, which shall be print-
ed in the RECORD.

The letter follows:

U.S. SENATE,
Washington, DC, December 20, 2012.
Hon. NIKKI HALEY,
Governor, State of South Carolina.

DEAR MADAM GOVERNOR: I hereby give no-
tice of my retirement from the Office of
United States Senator from the State of
South Carolina. Therefore, I tender my res-
ignation effective at 11:59 p.m., January 1,
2013.

Respectfully Submitted,
JIM DEMINT,
U.S. Senate.

———

EXECUTIVE SESSION

NOMINATION OF ERICA LYNN
GROSHEN TO BE COMMISSIONER
OF LABOR STATISTICS, DEPART-
MENT OF LABOR

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Senate proceed
to executive session and the HELP
Committee be discharged from further
consideration of the following nomina-
tion: PN 1404; that the Senate proceed
to vote without intervening action or
debate on the nomination; the motion
to reconsider be considered made and
laid upon the table, with no inter-
vening action or debate; that no fur-
ther motions be in order to the nomi-
nation; that any statements related to
the nomination be printed in the
RECORD; that the President be imme-
diately notified of the Senate’s action,
and the Senate then resume legislative
session.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The question is, Will the Senate ad-
vise and consent to the nomination of
Erica Lynn Groshen, of New York, to
be Commissioner of Labor Statistics,
Department of Labor?

The nomination was confirmed.

————

NOMINATIONS DISCHARGED

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Senate proceed
to executive session and the Foreign
Relations Committee be discharged
from further consideration of the fol-
lowing nominations: PN 1928, and PN
1951; that the nominations be con-
firmed; the motions to reconsider be
considered made and laid upon the
table; that no further motions be in
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order to the nominations; that any re-
lated statements be printed in the
RECORD; that the President be imme-
diately notified of the Senate’s action,
and the Senate then resume legislative
session.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection? Without objection, it is so
ordered.

The nominations considered and con-
firmed are as follows:

FOREIGN SERVICE

Deborah Ann McCarthy, of Florida, a Ca-
reer Member of the Senior Foreign Service,
Class of Minister-Counselor, to be Ambas-
sador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of
the United States of America to the Republic
of Lithuania.

Robert F. Godec, of Virginia, a Career
Member of the Senior Foreign Service, Class
of Minister-Counselor, to be Ambassador Ex-
traordinary and Plenipotentiary of the
United States of America to the Republic of
Kenya.

———

AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF
RIGHT-OF-WAY PERMITS

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Senate proceed
to H.R. 4606.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the bill by title.

The bill clerk read as follows:

A bill (H.R. 4606) to authorize the issuance
of right-of-way permits for natural gas pipe-
lines in Glacier National Park, and for other
purposes.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the bill be read
three times, passed, the motion to re-
consider be made and laid on the table,
with no intervening action or debate,
and that any statements be printed in
the RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The bill (H.R. 4606) was ordered to a
third reading, was read the third time,
and passed.

——
PROTECT OUR KIDS ACT OF 2012

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the HELP com-
mittee be discharged from further con-
sideration of H.R. 6655 and that it be
referred to the Committee on Finance.
I further ask that the Finance Com-
mittee be discharged from further con-
sideration of H.R. 66565 and the Senate
proceed to its immediate consider-
ation.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered. The clerk
will report the bill by title.

The bill clerk read as follows:

A bill (H.R. 6655) to establish a commission
to develop a national strategy and rec-
ommendations for reducing fatalities result-
ing from child abuse and neglect.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill.

Mr. BAUCUS. Mr. President, Nelson
Mandela, former president of South Af-
rica once said ‘‘Safety and security
don’t just happen; they are the result
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