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failed the cost-benefit test. It has the 
advantage of reducing emissions with-
out killing jobs and the Utility MACT 
would do little for the environment but 
destroy millions of jobs. Why did Clear 
Skies fail? As I said, it was held hos-
tage because they didn’t want us to 
just lose SOX, NOX, and mercury, the 
real pollutants. They wanted to include 
CO2. 

Before Obama’s decision to halt the 
ozone rule, which would have put hun-
dreds of thousands of jobs at risk, then- 
White House Chief of Staff Bill Daley 
asked: What are the health impacts of 
unemployment? 

That is a good question. What are the 
health impacts of skyrocketing elec-
tricity rates which hurt the poor the 
most? What are the health impacts on 
children whose parents will lose one of 
the 1.4 million jobs that will be de-
stroyed by the EPA’s rules on power-
plants? 

The Senate needs to focus on pro-
moting policies that improve our envi-
ronment without harming our econ-
omy. The EPA’s Utility MACT does the 
opposite. My CRA, I think, is one of 
the things about which they say: You 
will never get it done. I have criticized 
people for bringing a Congressional Re-
view Act up against regulations where 
I know the votes are not there. It takes 
just 51 votes. The reason I think the 
votes should be here now is if the peo-
ple at home care enough to put the 
pressure on. That is exactly what hap-
pened on the ozone requirements. They 
said the President was committed to 
ozone changes. He changed his mind be-
cause of that. 

Remember the farm dust rule? The 
President was going to have a farm 
dust rule on emissions that would hit 
the air. I always remember, I had a 
news conference in my State of Okla-
homa, in the western part of the State. 
We had a couple of people there from 
Washington who had never been west of 
the Mississippi. We got down there in 
this area of Oklahoma. We were talk-
ing about farm dust. I said: You see 
this brown stuff down here? That is 
dirt. You see that round green thing? 
That is cotton. Hold your finger up in 
the air—that is wind. Are there any 
questions? 

There is no technology to do that, 
yet the expense to each of my farmers 
in a farm State like Oklahoma would 
have been hundreds of thousands of 
dollars a year and not accomplishing 
anything. We were able to get the pub-
lic to write in to complain about that. 
As a result of that, the President 
pulled back. 

I hope enough people are concerned 
about Utility MACT and its dev-
astating effect on our economy and on 
jobs in America that they will join in 
and apply the pressure necessary to 
help the people in this Chamber under-
stand that we should pass this Congres-
sional Review Act and do away with 
this particular, very harmful regula-
tion that is before us. 

I have often said—a lot of people do 
not understand this—but Presidents 

are the ones who put the budgets down 
every year. A lot of times they try to 
blame the House or Senate, Democrats 
or Republicans. No. It doesn’t matter. 
Who is in the White House, they are 
the ones who determine what the budg-
et is. During the Bush years there was 
a total of $2 trillion of deficits in 8 
years. However, after this budget came 
out last week, in the Obama 4 years the 
increase has been, in deficits, $5.3 tril-
lion. That is $5.3 trillion in 4 years as 
opposed to $2 trillion in 8 years. 

As bad as that is, I contend that the 
regulations of this administration are 
actually more expensive to the Amer-
ican people than servicing this debt. So 
I think it is important that we talk 
about this, talk about not just Utility 
MACT but all of these. Utility MACT is 
where we should draw the line, how-
ever, because that is one that directly 
affects our ability to provide energy for 
America, for our manufacturing jobs. 
We are right now a little bit under 50 
percent dependent upon coal for our 
ability to run this machine called 
America. If you do this, we would lose, 
it is anticipated, 20 percent of our gen-
eration capacity and that translates 
into a lot of money, as I have noted. 

That is what we have introduced 
today. I encourage my Democratic and 
Republican colleagues to join us in 
passing the CRA. 

f 

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS 

SENATE RESOLUTION 379—CON-
DEMNING VIOLENCE BY THE 
GOVERNMENT OF SYRIA 
AGAINST THE SYRIAN PEOPLE 
Mr. KERRY submitted the following 

resolution; from the Committee on 
Foreign Relations; which was placed on 
the calendar: 

S. RES. 379 

Whereas the Syrian Arab Republic is a 
party to the International Covenant on Civil 
and Political Rights (ICCPR), adopted at 
New York December 16, 1966, the United Na-
tions Convention Against Torture and Other 
Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or 
Punishment, done at New York December 10, 
1984; 

Whereas Syria voted in favor of the Uni-
versal Declaration of Human Rights, adopted 
at Paris, December 10, 1948; 

Whereas, in March 2011, peaceful dem-
onstrations in Syria began against the au-
thoritarian rule of Bashar al-Assad; 

Whereas, in response to the demonstra-
tions, the Government of Syria launched a 
brutal crackdown, which has resulted in 
gross human rights violations, use of force 
against civilians, torture, extrajudicial 
killings, arbitrary executions, sexual vio-
lence, and interference with access to med-
ical treatment; 

Whereas the United Nations, as of January 
25, 2012, estimated that more than 5,400 peo-
ple in Syria have been killed since the vio-
lence began in March 2011; 

Whereas, on February 4, 2012, President 
Barack Obama stated that President Bashar 
al-Assad ‘‘has no right to lead Syria, and has 
lost all legitimacy with his people and the 
international community’’; 

Whereas the Department of State has re-
peatedly condemned the Government of Syr-

ia’s crackdown on its people, including on 
January 30, 2012, when Secretary of State 
Hillary Clinton stated ‘‘The status quo is 
unsustainable. . .The longer the Assad re-
gime continues its attacks on the Syrian 
people and stands in the way of a peaceful 
transition, the greater the concern that in-
stability will escalate and spill over 
throughout the region.’’; 

Whereas President Obama, on April 29, 
2011, designated 3 individuals subject to sanc-
tions for humans rights abuses in Syria: 
Mahir al-Assad, the brother of Syrian Presi-
dent Bashar al-Assad and brigade com-
mander in the Syrian Army’s 4th Armored 
Division; Atif Najib, the former head of the 
Political Security Directorate for Daraa 
Province and a cousin of Bashar al-Assad; 
and Ali Mamluk, director of Syria’s General 
Intelligence Directorate; 

Whereas, on May 18, 2011, President Obama 
issued an executive order sanctioning senior 
officials of the Syrian Arab Republic and 
their supporters, specifically designating 7 
people: President Bashar al-Assad, Vice 
President Farouk al-Shara, Prime Minister 
Adel Safar, Minister of the Interior Moham-
mad Ibrahim al-Shaar, Minister of Defense 
Ali Habib Mahmoud, Head of Syrian Military 
Intelligence Abdul Fatah Qudsiya, and Direc-
tor of Political Security Directorate Moham-
med Dib Zaitoun; 

Whereas President Obama, on August 17, 
2011, issued Executive Order 13582, blocking 
property of the Government of Syria and 
prohibiting certain transactions with respect 
to Syria; 

Whereas, on December 1, 2011, the Depart-
ment of the Treasury designated 2 individ-
uals, Aus Aslan and Muhammad Makhluf, 
under Executive Order 13573 and 2 entities, 
the Military Housing Establishment and the 
Real Estate Bank of Syria, under Executive 
Order 13582; 

Whereas, on May 6, 2011, the European 
Union’s 27 countries imposed sanctions on 
the Government of Syria for the human 
rights abuses, including asset freezes and 
visa bans on members of the Government of 
Syria and an arms embargo on the country; 

Whereas, on November 12, 2011, the League 
of Arab States voted to suspend Syria’s 
membership in the organization; 

Whereas, on December 2, 2011, the United 
Nations Human Rights Council passed Reso-
lution S-18/1, which deplores the human 
rights situation in Syria, commends the 
League of Arab States, and supports imple-
mentation of its Plan of Action; 

Whereas the League of Arab States ap-
proved and implemented a plan of action to 
send a team of international monitors to 
Syria, which began December 26, 2011; 

Whereas, on January 28, 2012, the League of 
Arab States decided to suspend its inter-
national monitoring mission due to esca-
lating violence within Syria; 

Whereas, on February 4, 2012, the Russian 
Federation and People’s Republic of China 
vetoed a United Nations Security Council 
Resolution in support of the League of Arab 
States’ Plan of Action; 

Whereas, on February 14, 2012, General 
Martin Dempsey, Chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff, testified before the Com-
mittee on Armed Services of the Senate that 
Syria ‘‘is a much different situation than we 
collectively saw in Libya,’’ presenting a 
‘‘very different challenge’’ in which ‘‘we also 
know that other regional actors are pro-
viding support’’ as a part of a ‘‘Sunni major-
ity rebelling against an oppressive Alawite- 
Shia regime’’; 

Whereas the Governments of the Russian 
Federation and the Islamic Republic of Iran 
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remain major suppliers of military equip-
ment to the Government of Syria notwith-
standing that government’s violent repres-
sion of demonstrators; 

Whereas the gross human rights violations 
perpetuated by the Government of Syria 
against the people of Syria represent a grave 
risk to regional peace and stability; and 

Whereas the Committee on Foreign Rela-
tions of the Senate will immediately sched-
ule a hearing to take place as soon as the 
Senate reconvenes to assess the situation in 
Syria and all the international options avail-
able to address this crisis: Now, therefore, be 
it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) strongly condemns the Government of 

Syria’s brutal and unjustifiable use of force 
against civilians, including unarmed women 
and children and its violations of the funda-
mental human rights and dignity of the peo-
ple of Syria; 

(2) expresses its solidarity with the people 
of Syria, who have exhibited remarkable 
courage and determination in the face of un-
speakable violence to rid themselves of a 
brutal dictatorship; 

(3) expresses strong disappointment with 
the Governments of the Russian Federation 
and the People’s Republic of China for their 
veto of the United Nations Security Council 
resolution condemning Bashar al-Assad and 
the violence in Syria and urges them to re-
consider their votes; 

(4) encourages the members of the United 
Nations Security Council to continue to pur-
sue a resolution in support of a political so-
lution to the crisis in Syria; 

(5) commends the League of Arab States’ 
efforts to bring about a peaceful resolution 
in Syria; 

(6) regrets that the League of Arab States 
observer mission was not able to monitor the 
full implementation of the League of Arab 
States’ Action Plan of November 2, 2011, due 
to the escalating violence in Syria; and 

(7) urges the international community to 
review legal processes available to hold offi-
cials of the Government of Syria accountable 
for crimes against humanity and gross viola-
tions of human rights. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 380—TO EX-
PRESS THE SENSE OF THE SEN-
ATE REGARDING THE IMPOR-
TANCE OF PREVENTING THE 
GOVERNMENT OF IRAN FROM 
ACQUIRING NUCLEAR WEAPONS 
CAPABILITY 
Mr. GRAHAM (for himself, Mr. LIE-

BERMAN, Mr. CASEY, Ms. AYOTTE, Mr. 
BLUMENTHAL, Mr. BOOZMAN, Mr. BROWN 
of Massachusetts, Mr. BROWN of Ohio, 
Mr. CARDIN, Mr. CHAMBLISS, Mr. COATS, 
Ms. COLLINS, Mr. COONS, Mr. CORNYN, 
Mrs. GILLIBRAND, Mr. HATCH, Mr. HELL-
ER, Mr. HOEVEN, Mrs. HUTCHISON, Mr. 
INHOFE, Mr. MCCAIN, Mrs. MCCASKILL, 
Mr. MENENDEZ, Ms. MIKULSKI, Mr. NEL-
SON of Florida, Mr. NELSON of Ne-
braska, Mr. PORTMAN, Mr. PRYOR, Mr. 
RISCH, Mr. SCHUMER, Mr. UDALL of Col-
orado, Mr. WYDEN, Ms. SNOWE, Mr. VIT-
TER, Mr. ISAKSON, and Mr. SESSIONS) 
submitted the following resolution; 
which was referred to the Committee 
on Foreign Relations: 

S. RES. 380 

Whereas since at least the late 1980s, the 
Government of the Islamic Republic of Iran 
has engaged in a sustained and well-docu-
mented pattern of illicit and deceptive ac-
tivities to acquire nuclear capability; 

Whereas the United Nations Security 
Council has adopted multiple resolutions 
since 2006 demanding the full and sustained 
suspension of all uranium enrichment-re-
lated and reprocessing activities by the Ira-
nian Government and its full cooperation 
with the International Atomic Energy Agen-
cy (IAEA) on all outstanding issues related 
to its nuclear activities, particularly those 
concerning the possible military dimensions 
of its nuclear program; 

Whereas on November 8, 2011, the IAEA 
issued an extensive report that— 

(1) documents ‘‘serious concerns regarding 
possible military dimensions to Iran’s nu-
clear programme’’; 

(2) states that ‘‘Iran has carried out activi-
ties relevant to the development of a nuclear 
device’’; and 

(3) states that the efforts described in para-
graphs (1) and (2) may be ongoing; 

Whereas as of November 2008, Iran had pro-
duced, according to the IAEA— 

(1) approximately 630 kilograms of ura-
nium-235 enriched to 3.5 percent; and 

(2) no uranium-235 enriched to 20 percent; 
Whereas as of November 2011, Iran had pro-

duced, according to the IAEA— 
(1) nearly 5,000 kilograms of uranium-235 

enriched to 3.5 percent; and 
(2) 79.7 kilograms of uranium-235 enriched 

to 20 percent; 
Whereas on January 9, 2011, IAEA inspec-

tors confirmed that the Iranian government 
had begun enrichment activities at the 
Fordow site, including possibly enrichment 
of uranium-235 to 20 percent; 

Whereas if Iran were successful in acquir-
ing a nuclear weapon capability, it would 
likely spur other countries in the region to 
consider developing their own nuclear weap-
ons capabilities; 

Whereas on December 6, 2011, Prince Turki 
al-Faisal of Saudi Arabia stated that if inter-
national efforts to prevent Iran from obtain-
ing nuclear weapons fail, ‘‘we must, as a 
duty to our country and people, look into all 
options we are given, including obtaining 
these weapons ourselves’’; 

Whereas top Iranian leaders have repeat-
edly threatened the existence of the State of 
Israel, pledging to ‘‘wipe Israel off the map’’; 

Whereas the Department of State— 
(1) has designated Iran as a ‘‘State Sponsor 

of Terrorism’’ since 1984; and 
(2) has characterized Iran as the ‘‘most ac-

tive state sponsor of terrorism’’; 
Whereas Iran has provided weapons, train-

ing, funding, and direction to terrorist 
groups, including Hamas, Hezbollah, and Shi-
ite militias in Iraq that are responsible for 
the murders of hundreds of American forces 
and innocent civilians; 

Whereas on July 28, 2011, the Department 
of the Treasury charged that the Govern-
ment of Iran had forged a ‘‘secret deal’’ with 
al Qaeda to facilitate the movement of al 
Qaeda fighters and funding through Iranian 
territory; 

Whereas in October 2011, senior leaders of 
Iran’s Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps 
(IRGC) Quds Force were implicated in a ter-
rorist plot to assassinate Saudi Arabia’s Am-
bassador to the United States on United 
States soil; 

Whereas on December 26, 2011, the United 
Nations General Assembly passed a resolu-
tion denouncing the serious human rights 
abuses occurring in the Islamic Republic of 
Iran, including torture, cruel and degrading 
treatment in detention, the targeting of 
human rights defenders, violence against 
women, and ‘‘the systematic and serious re-
strictions on freedom of peaceful assembly’’ 
as well as severe restrictions on the rights to 
‘‘freedom of thought, conscience, religion or 
belief’’; 

Whereas President Obama, through the 
P5+1 process, has made repeated efforts to 

engage the Iranian Government in dialogue 
about Iran’s nuclear program and its inter-
national commitments under the Nuclear 
Nonproliferation Treaty. 

Whereas on March 31, 2010, President 
Obama stated that the ‘‘consequences of a 
nuclear-armed Iran are unacceptable’’; 

Whereas in his State of the Union Address 
on January 24, 2012, President Obama stated: 
‘‘Let there be no doubt: America is deter-
mined to prevent Iran from getting a nuclear 
weapon, and I will take no options off the 
table to achieve that goal’’; 

Whereas Secretary of Defense Panetta 
stated, in December 2011, that it was unac-
ceptable for Iran to acquire nuclear weapons, 
reaffirmed that all options were on the table 
to thwart Iran’s nuclear weapons efforts, and 
vowed that if the United States gets ‘‘intel-
ligence that they are proceeding with devel-
oping a nuclear weapon then we will take 
whatever steps necessary to stop it’’; 

Whereas the Defense Department’s Janu-
ary 2012 Strategic Guidance stated that U.S. 
defense efforts in the Middle East would be 
aimed ‘‘to prevent Iran’s development of a 
nuclear weapons capability and counter its 
destabilizing policies’’; 

Now, therefore, be it 
Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) affirms that it is a vital national inter-

est of the United States to prevent the Gov-
ernment of the Islamic Republic of Iran from 
acquiring a nuclear weapons capability; 

(2) warns that time is limited to prevent 
the Iranian government from acquiring a nu-
clear weapons capability; 

(3) urges continued and increasing eco-
nomic and diplomatic pressure on the Is-
lamic Republic of Iran to secure an agree-
ment from the Government of the Islamic 
Republic of Iran that includes— 

(A) the full and sustained suspension of all 
uranium enrichment-related and reprocess-
ing activities; 

(B) complete cooperation with the IAEA on 
all outstanding questions related to Iran’s 
nuclear activities, including— 

(i) the implementation of the Non-Pro-
liferation Treaty Additional Protocol; and 

(ii) the verified end of Iran’s ballistic mis-
sile programs; and 

(C) a permanent agreement that verifiably 
assures that Iran’s nuclear program is en-
tirely peaceful; 

(4) expresses support for the universal 
rights and democratic aspirations of the Ira-
nian people; 

(5) strongly supports United States policy 
to prevent the Iranian Government from ac-
quiring nuclear weapons capability; 

(6) rejects any United States policy that 
would rely on efforts to contain a nuclear 
weapons-capable Iran; and 

(7) urges the President to reaffirm the 
unacceptability of an Iran with nuclear- 
weapons capability and oppose any policy 
that would rely on containment as an option 
in response to the Iranian nuclear threat. 

f 

AMENDMENTS SUBMITTED AND 
PROPOSED 

SA 1663. Mr. BLUNT submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the 
bill S. 1813, to reauthorize Federal-aid high-
way and highway safety construction pro-
grams, and for other purposes; which was or-
dered to lie on the table. 

SA 1664. Mr. THUNE submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the 
bill S. 1813, supra; which was ordered to lie 
on the table. 

SA 1665. Mr. CARPER (for himself and Mr. 
LIEBERMAN) submitted an amendment in-
tended to be proposed by him to the bill S. 
1813, supra; which was ordered to lie on the 
table. 
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