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entitled ‘‘Revised Jurisdictional Thresholds 
for Section 8 of the Clayton Act’’ received in 
the Office of the President of the Senate on 
February 13, 2012; to the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation. 

EC–5053. A communication from the Acting 
Director, Office of Sustainable Fisheries, De-
partment of Commerce, transmitting, pursu-
ant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
‘‘Fisheries of the Exclusive Economic Zone 
Off Alaska; Reallocation of Pollock in the 
Bering Sea and Aleutian Islands’’ (RIN0648– 
XA940) received in the Office of the President 
of the Senate on February 14, 2012; to the 
Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation. 

EC–5054. A communication from the Ad-
ministrator, National Aeronautics and Space 
Administration, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, a report entitled ‘‘National Aeronautics 
and Space Administration: Acquisition Ap-
proach for Commercial Crew Transportation 
Includes Good Practices, but Faces Signifi-
cant Challenges’’; to the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation. 

f 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES 

The following reports of committees 
were submitted: 

By Mr. KERRY, from the Committee on 
Foreign Relations, without amendment with 
a preamble: 

S. Res. 379. An original resolution con-
demning violence by the Government of 
Syria against the Syrian people. 

f 

EXECUTIVE REPORTS OF 
COMMITTEE 

The following executive reports of 
nominations were submitted: 

By Mr. LEAHY for the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

Kristine Gerhard Baker, of Arkansas, to be 
United States District Judge for the Eastern 
District of Arkansas. 

John Z. Lee, of Illinois, to be United States 
District Judge for the Northern District of 
Illinois. 

George Levi Russell, III, of Maryland, to be 
United States District Judge for the District 
of Maryland. 

John J. Tharp, Jr., of Illinois, to be United 
States District Judge for the Northern Dis-
trict of Illinois. 

(Nominations without an asterisk 
were reported with the recommenda-
tion that they be confirmed.) 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND 
JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first 
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated: 

By Mr. RUBIO: 
S. 2115. A bill to limit the authority of the 

Administrator of the Environmental Protec-
tion Agency with respect to certain numeric 
nutrient criteria, and for other purposes; to 
the Committee on Environment and Public 
Works. 

By Mr. CARPER (for himself, Mr. 
WEBB, Mr. HARKIN, Mrs. HAGAN, Mrs. 
MCCASKILL, Mr. ROCKEFELLER, Mr. 
JOHNSON of South Dakota, and Mr. 
FRANKEN): 

S. 2116. A bill to count revenues from mili-
tary and veteran education programs toward 
the limit on Federal revenues that certain 
proprietary institutions of higher education 

are allowed to receive for purposes of section 
487 of the Higher Education Act of 1965, and 
for other purposes; to the Committee on 
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions. 

By Mr. WEBB (for himself, Mr. REED, 
and Mr. BROWN of Ohio): 

S. 2117. A bill to increase access to adult 
education to provide for economic growth; to 
the Committee on Finance. 

By Mr. CORNYN (for himself, Mr. 
BURR, Mr. COBURN, Mr. ROBERTS, Mr. 
BLUNT, Mr. GRASSLEY, Mr. LEE, Mr. 
PAUL, Mr. COATS, Mr. INHOFE, Mr. 
ISAKSON, Mr. RISCH, Mr. HELLER, Mr. 
BARRASSO, Mr. COCHRAN, Mr. RUBIO, 
Mr. MORAN, Mr. JOHANNS, Mr. THUNE, 
and Mr. CRAPO): 

S. 2118. A bill to remove unelected, unac-
countable bureaucrats from seniors’ personal 
health decisions by repealing the Inde-
pendent Payment Advisory Board; read the 
first time. 

By Mr. UDALL of Colorado (for him-
self, Mr. CARPER, Mr. COONS, Mr. 
FRANKEN, and Mr. UDALL of New 
Mexico): 

S. 2119. A bill to establish a pilot program 
to address overweight/obesity among chil-
dren from birth to age 5 in child care set-
tings and to encourage parental engagement; 
to the Committee on Health, Education, 
Labor, and Pensions. 

By Ms. MURKOWSKI (for herself, Mr. 
BROWN of Ohio, and Mr. BROWN of 
Massachusetts): 

S. 2120. A bill to require the lender or 
servicer of a home mortgage upon a request 
by the homeowner for a short sale, to make 
a prompt decision whether to allow the sale; 
to the Committee on Banking, Housing, and 
Urban Affairs. 

By Ms. KLOBUCHAR: 
S. 2121. A bill to modify the Department of 

Defense Program Guidance relating to the 
award of Post-Deployment/Mobilization Res-
pite Absence administrative absence days to 
members of the reserve components to ex-
empt any member whose qualified mobiliza-
tion commenced before October 1, 2011, and 
continued on or after that date, from the 
changes to the program guidance that took 
effect on that date; to the Committee on 
Armed Services. 

By Mr. PAUL (for himself and Mr. 
LEE): 

S. 2122. A bill to clarify the definition of 
navigable waters, and for other purposes; to 
the Committee on Environment and Public 
Works. 

By Mr. ENZI (for himself, Mr. ALEX-
ANDER, Ms. AYOTTE, Mr. BARRASSO, 
Mr. BLUNT, Mr. BOOZMAN, Mr. BURR, 
Mr. CHAMBLISS, Mr. COATS, Mr. 
COBURN, Mr. COCHRAN, Ms. COLLINS, 
Mr. CORKER, Mr. CORNYN, Mr. CRAPO, 
Mr. DEMINT, Mr. GRAHAM, Mr. GRASS-
LEY, Mr. HATCH, Mr. HELLER, Mr. 
HOEVEN, Mrs. HUTCHISON, Mr. INHOFE, 
Mr. ISAKSON, Mr. JOHANNS, Mr. JOHN-
SON of Wisconsin, Mr. KYL, Mr. LEE, 
Mr. LUGAR, Mr. MCCAIN, Mr. MCCON-
NELL, Mr. MORAN, Mr. PAUL, Mr. 
PORTMAN, Mr. RISCH, Mr. ROBERTS, 
Mr. RUBIO, Mr. SESSIONS, Mr. SHELBY, 
Ms. SNOWE, Mr. THUNE, Mr. TOOMEY, 
Mr. VITTER, and Mr. WICKER): 

S.J. Res. 36. A joint resolution providing 
for congressional disapproval under chapter 8 
of title 5, United States Code, of the rule 
submitted by the National Labor Relations 
Board relating to representation election 
procedures; to the Committee on Health, 
Education, Labor, and Pensions. 

By Mr. INHOFE: 
S.J. Res. 37. A joint resolution to dis-

approve a rule promulgated by the Adminis-
trator of the Environmental Protection 
Agency relating to emission standards for 

certain steam generating units; to the Com-
mittee on Environment and Public Works. 

f 

SUBMISSION OF CONCURRENT AND 
SENATE RESOLUTIONS 

The following concurrent resolutions 
and Senate resolutions were read, and 
referred (or acted upon), as indicated: 

By Mr. KERRY: 
S. Res. 379. An original resolution con-

demning violence by the Government of 
Syria against the Syrian people; from the 
Committee on Foreign Relations; placed on 
the calendar. 

By Mr. GRAHAM (for himself, Mr. LIE-
BERMAN, Mr. CASEY, Ms. AYOTTE, Mr. 
BLUMENTHAL, Mr. BOOZMAN, Mr. 
BROWN of Massachusetts, Mr. BROWN 
of Ohio, Mr. CARDIN, Mr. CHAMBLISS, 
Mr. COATS, Ms. COLLINS, Mr. COONS, 
Mr. CORNYN, Mrs. GILLIBRAND, Mr. 
HATCH, Mr. HELLER, Mr. HOEVEN, 
Mrs. HUTCHISON, Mr. INHOFE, Mr. 
MCCAIN, Mrs. MCCASKILL, Mr. 
MENENDEZ, Ms. MIKULSKI, Mr. NEL-
SON of Florida, Mr. NELSON of Ne-
braska, Mr. PORTMAN, Mr. PRYOR, Mr. 
RISCH, Mr. SCHUMER, Mr. UDALL of 
Colorado, Mr. WYDEN, Ms. SNOWE, Mr. 
VITTER, Mr. ISAKSON, and Mr. SES-
SIONS): 

S. Res. 380. A resolution to express the 
sense of the Senate regarding the importance 
of preventing the Government of Iran from 
acquiring nuclear weapons capability; to the 
Committee on Foreign Relations. 

f 

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS 

S. 102 
At the request of Mr. MCCAIN, the 

name of the Senator from North Caro-
lina (Mrs. HAGAN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 102, a bill to provide an 
optional fast-track procedure the 
President may use when submitting re-
scission requests, and for other pur-
poses. 

S. 418 

At the request of Mr. HARKIN, the 
name of the Senator from California 
(Mrs. FEINSTEIN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 418, a bill to award a Con-
gressional Gold Medal to the World 
War II members of the Civil Air Patrol. 

S. 491 

At the request of Mr. PRYOR, the 
name of the Senator from Montana 
(Mr. BAUCUS) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 491, a bill to amend title 38, 
United States Code, to recognize the 
service in the reserve components of 
the Armed Forces of certain persons by 
honoring them with status as veterans 
under law, and for other purposes. 

S. 543 

At the request of Mr. WYDEN, the 
name of the Senator from Mississippi 
(Mr. WICKER) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 543, a bill to restrict any State or 
local jurisdiction from imposing a new 
discriminatory tax on cell phone serv-
ices, providers, or property. 

S. 648 

At the request of Mrs. GILLIBRAND, 
the name of the Senator from Hawaii 
(Mr. AKAKA) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 648, a bill to require the Commis-
sioner of Social Security to revise the 

VerDate Mar 15 2010 05:00 Feb 17, 2012 Jkt 019060 PO 00000 Frm 00046 Fmt 4624 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\A16FE6.036 S16FEPT1pw
al

ke
r 

on
 D

S
K

7T
P

T
V

N
1P

R
O

D
 w

ith
 S

E
N

A
T

E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S851 February 16, 2012 
medical and evaluation criteria for de-
termining disability in a person diag-
nosed with Huntington’s Disease and to 
waive the 24-month waiting period for 
Medicare eligibility for individuals dis-
abled by Huntington’s Disease. 

S. 810 
At the request of Ms. CANTWELL, the 

name of the Senator from New Jersey 
(Mr. MENENDEZ) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 810, a bill to prohibit the con-
ducting of invasive research on great 
apes, and for other purposes. 

S. 905 
At the request of Mr. HARKIN, the 

name of the Senator from Vermont 
(Mr. LEAHY) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 905, a bill to amend the Internal 
Revenue Code of 1986 to allow a credit 
against income tax for the purchase of 
hearing aids. 

S. 1086 
At the request of Mr. HARKIN, the 

names of the Senator from Maine (Ms. 
COLLINS) and the Senator from 
Vermont (Mr. SANDERS) were added as 
cosponsors of S. 1086, a bill to reauthor-
ize the Special Olympics Sport and 
Empowerment Act of 2004, to provide 
assistance to Best Buddies to support 
the expansion and development of men-
toring programs, and for other pur-
poses. 

S. 1161 
At the request of Mr. GRASSLEY, the 

name of the Senator from Wyoming 
(Mr. ENZI) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. 1161, a bill to amend the Food Secu-
rity Act of 1985 to restore integrity to 
and strengthen payment limitation 
rules for commodity payments and 
benefits. 

S. 1494 
At the request of Mrs. BOXER, the 

name of the Senator from New Mexico 
(Mr. UDALL) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 1494, a bill to reauthorize and 
amend the National Fish and Wildlife 
Foundation Establishment Act. 

S. 1503 
At the request of Mr. BROWN of Mas-

sachusetts, the name of the Senator 
from Ohio (Mr. PORTMAN) was added as 
a cosponsor of S. 1503, a bill to decrease 
the deficit by realigning, consoli-
dating, selling, disposing, and improv-
ing the efficiency of Federal buildings 
and other civilian real property, and 
for other purposes. 

S. 1526 
At the request of Mrs. GILLIBRAND, 

the name of the Senator from West 
Virginia (Mr. ROCKEFELLER) was added 
as a cosponsor of S. 1526, a bill to 
amend the Internal Revenue Code of 
1986 to provide a tax incentive for the 
installation and maintenance of me-
chanical insulation property. 

S. 1773 
At the request of Mr. BROWN of Ohio, 

the name of the Senator from Rhode Is-
land (Mr. WHITEHOUSE) was added as a 
cosponsor of S. 1773, a bill to promote 
local and regional farm and food sys-
tems, and for other purposes. 

S. 1787 
At the request of Mr. HARKIN, the 

name of the Senator from Rhode Island 

(Mr. WHITEHOUSE) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1787, a bill to amend the 
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to im-
pose a tax on certain trading trans-
actions. 

S. 1796 
At the request of Mr. ISAKSON, the 

name of the Senator from Louisiana 
(Mr. VITTER) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 1796, a bill to make permanent the 
Internal Revenue Service Free File 
program. 

S. 1884 
At the request of Mr. DURBIN, the 

name of the Senator from Pennsyl-
vania (Mr. CASEY) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1884, a bill to provide 
States with incentives to require ele-
mentary schools and secondary schools 
to maintain, and permit school per-
sonnel to administer, epinephrine at 
schools. 

S. 1906 
At the request of Mr. TESTER, the 

name of the Senator from California 
(Mrs. FEINSTEIN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1906, a bill to modify the 
Forest Service Recreation Residence 
Program as the program applies to 
units of the National Forest System 
derived from the public domain by im-
plementing a simple, equitable, and 
predictable procedure for determining 
cabin user fees, and for other purposes. 

S. 1925 
At the request of Mr. LEAHY, the 

names of the Senator from Ohio (Mr. 
BROWN) and the Senator from Hawaii 
(Mr. INOUYE) were added as cosponsors 
of S. 1925, a bill to reauthorize the Vio-
lence Against Women Act of 1994. 

S. 1971 
At the request of Mr. INHOFE, the 

name of the Senator from South Da-
kota (Mr. THUNE) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1971, a bill to provide for 
the establishment of a committee to 
assess the effects of certain Federal 
regulatory mandates and to provide for 
relief from those mandates, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 2017 
At the request of Mr. CARDIN, the 

name of the Senator from Vermont 
(Mr. SANDERS) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 2017, a bill to secure the Fed-
eral voting rights of persons when re-
leased from incarceration. 

S. 2043 
At the request of Mr. RUBIO, the 

name of the Senator from Ohio (Mr. 
PORTMAN) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. 2043, a bill to amend title XXVII of 
the Public Health Service Act to pro-
vide religious conscience protections 
for individuals and organizations. 

S. 2075 
At the request of Mr. LEVIN, the 

name of the Senator from Alaska (Mr. 
BEGICH) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
2075, a bill to close unjustified cor-
porate tax loopholes, and for other pur-
poses. 

S. 2099 
At the request of Mr. JOHNSON of 

South Dakota, the names of the Sen-

ator from New York (Mr. SCHUMER), 
the Senator from New Jersey (Mr. 
MENENDEZ) and the Senator from Lou-
isiana (Mr. VITTER) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 2099, a bill to amend the 
Federal Deposit Insurance Act with re-
spect to information provided to the 
Bureau of Consumer Financial Protec-
tion. 

S. 2104 
At the request of Mr. CARDIN, the 

name of the Senator from Arkansas 
(Mr. BOOZMAN) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 2104, a bill to amend the Water 
Resources Research Act of 1984 to reau-
thorize grants for and require applied 
water supply research regarding the 
water resources research and tech-
nology institutes established under 
that Act. 

AMENDMENT NO. 1516 
At the request of Mr. MCCAIN, the 

name of the Senator from North Caro-
lina (Mrs. HAGAN) was added as a co-
sponsor of amendment No. 1516 in-
tended to be proposed to S. 1813, a bill 
to reauthorize Federal-aid highway and 
highway safety construction programs, 
and for other purposes. 

AMENDMENT NO. 1520 
At the request of Mr. BLUNT, the 

name of the Senator from Georgia (Mr. 
ISAKSON) was added as a cosponsor of 
amendment No. 1520 intended to be pro-
posed to S. 1813, a bill to reauthorize 
Federal-aid highway and highway safe-
ty construction programs, and for 
other purposes. 

AMENDMENT NO. 1549 
At the request of Mr. CARDIN, the 

names of the Senator from Massachu-
setts (Mr. KERRY), the Senator from 
New Jersey (Mr. LAUTENBERG), the Sen-
ator from Colorado (Mr. UDALL), the 
Senator from New Hampshire (Mrs. 
SHAHEEN) and the Senator from 
Vermont (Mr. SANDERS) were added as 
cosponsors of amendment No. 1549 in-
tended to be proposed to S. 1813, a bill 
to reauthorize Federal-aid highway and 
highway safety construction programs, 
and for other purposes. 

AMENDMENT NO. 1562 
At the request of Mr. LIEBERMAN, the 

names of the Senator from Delaware 
(Mr. CARPER) and the Senator from 
Massachusetts (Mr. BROWN) were added 
as cosponsors of amendment No. 1562 
intended to be proposed to S. 1813, a 
bill to reauthorize Federal-aid highway 
and highway safety construction pro-
grams, and for other purposes. 

AMENDMENT NO. 1613 
At the request of Mr. BEGICH, the 

name of the Senator from Michigan 
(Ms. STABENOW) was added as a cospon-
sor of amendment No. 1613 intended to 
be proposed to S. 1813, a bill to reau-
thorize Federal-aid highway and high-
way safety construction programs, and 
for other purposes. 

AMENDMENT NO. 1625 
At the request of Mr. JOHANNS, the 

name of the Senator from Indiana (Mr. 
COATS) was added as a cosponsor of 
amendment No. 1625 intended to be pro-
posed to S. 1813, a bill to reauthorize 
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Federal-aid highway and highway safe-
ty construction programs, and for 
other purposes. 

AMENDMENT NO. 1649 
At the request of Mrs. GILLIBRAND, 

the names of the Senator from Con-
necticut (Mr. BLUMENTHAL) and the 
Senator from Minnesota (Ms. KLO-
BUCHAR) were added as cosponsors of 
amendment No. 1649 intended to be pro-
posed to S. 1813, a bill to reauthorize 
Federal-aid highway and highway safe-
ty construction programs, and for 
other purposes. 

AMENDMENT NO. 1652 
At the request of Mr. HARKIN, the 

name of the Senator from Michigan 
(Ms. STABENOW) was added as a cospon-
sor of amendment No. 1652 intended to 
be proposed to S. 1813, a bill to reau-
thorize Federal-aid highway and high-
way safety construction programs, and 
for other purposes. 

AMENDMENT NO. 1661 
At the request of Ms. KLOBUCHAR, the 

names of the Senator from Vermont 
(Mr. SANDERS) and the Senator from 
Colorado (Mr. UDALL) were added as co-
sponsors of amendment No. 1661 in-
tended to be proposed to S. 1813, a bill 
to reauthorize Federal-aid highway and 
highway safety construction programs, 
and for other purposes. 

f 

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED 
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

By Mr. WEBB (for himself, Mr. 
REED, and Mr. BROWN of Ohio): 

S. 2117. A bill to increase access to 
adult education to provide for eco-
nomic growth; to the Committee on Fi-
nance. 

Mr. WEBB. Mr. President, today I am 
reintroducing the Adult Education and 
Economic Growth Act of 2012. This bill 
will address the critical needs in our 
workforce by investing in adult edu-
cation, job training and other work-
force programs needed to build a strong 
and competitive 21st century work-
force. I am pleased to be joined in this 
initiative by Senators JACK REED and 
SHERROD BROWN. An identical bill has 
been reintroduced in the House of Rep-
resentatives by Congressman HINOJOSA. 

By almost any measure, our Nation 
faces a critical need to strengthen ex-
isting programs of adult education. Our 
current adult education system falls 
short in preparing our people to com-
pete globally. In fact, fewer than 3 mil-
lion of the 93 million people who could 
benefit from these services actually re-
ceive them. 

The U.S. labor market has changed 
dramatically with the advent of new 
technology and with the loss of jobs in 
the manufacturing sector. The need for 
well-trained and highly skilled workers 
has increased. At the same time, our 
adult education system, which should 
effectively prepare our low-skill work-
ers to meet the demands of this shift-
ing economy, has not kept pace with 
this changing workforce. 

Since 2002, the Federal Government 
has consistently decreased funding for 
adult education. In addition, the Na-
tion’s primary Federal resource for 
adult education, job training and em-

ployment services, the Workforce In-
vestment Act, has not been reauthor-
ized for more than 10 years. Only about 
one in four adults with less than a high 
school education participates in any 
kind of further education or training. 

There are other signs pointing to the 
need for a better approach to adult 
education. Consider adult education 
enrollment rates. In 1998 there were 
more than 4 million individuals en-
rolled in adult education programs. In 
2007, enrollments had dropped to just 2 
million. This is a 40 percent drop from 
when the Workforce Investment Act 
was originally enacted in 1998. 

A growing number of U.S. skilled 
workers are facing retirement age and 
the growth in skilled labor force has 
stagnated. Addressing the looming 
skills shortage in many sectors and re-
gions in the U.S., through reinvest-
ment in our adult education system, 
will result in an educated and literate 
adult population. 

According to the Workforce Alliance, 
80 percent of jobs in today’s economy 
require some education beyond a high 
school degree. Yet there are 8 million 
adults in the workforce who have low 
literacy, limited English proficiency, 
or lack educational credentials beyond 
high school. 

With so many workers who are unem-
ployed or underemployed, it is clear 
that we should invest in the training or 
re-training of U.S. workers to fill this 
growing gap. 

Our legislation begins the vital task 
of addressing these problems. 

Today, we are proposing a four- 
pronged approach to strengthen the 
Nation’s workforce. First, we want to 
build ‘‘on ramps’’ for American work-
ers who need new skills and a better 
education in order to improve their 
lives. Currently our adult education 
programs are operating in silos and it 
is critical that we improve the adult 
education system through partnerships 
with businesses and workforce develop-
ment groups. Just as importantly, we 
want to encourage employers to help 
them, by offering tax credits to busi-
nesses that invest in their employees. 
This government has long provided em-
ployers with limited tax credits when 
they help their employees go to college 
or graduate school. It is basic logic and 
to the national good, that we should 
provide similar incentives for basic 
adult education. 

Second, we must modernize the deliv-
ery system of adult education by har-
nessing the increased use of technology 
in workforce skills training and adult 
education. The bill provides incentives 
to states and local service providers to 
increase their use of technology and 
distance learning in adult education. 
Many adult learners cannot afford the 
time or money to travel to a classroom 
and deploying technology will help 
meet this need. 

Third, our bill establishes stronger 
assessment and accountability meas-
ures. 

This bill authorizes a rather modest 
$500 million increase in funding to in-
vigorate state and local adult edu-
cation programs nationwide to increase 
the number of adults with a high 

school diploma. As a result, the bill 
will inevitably increase the number of 
high school graduates who go on to col-
lege, and update and expand the job 
skills of the U.S. workforce. All of this 
is relevant to my longstanding per-
sonal goal of promoting basic economic 
fairness in our society. 

Other provisions of the Adult Edu-
cation and Economic Growth Act will 
improve workers’ readiness to meet the 
demands of a global workforce by pro-
viding pathways to obtain basic skills, 
job training, and adult education. 

The act will provide workers with 
greater access to on-the-job training 
and adult education by encouraging 
public-private partnerships between 
government, business and labor. 

The act will improve access to cor-
rectional education programs to chan-
nel former offenders into productive 
endeavors and reduce recidivism. 

The act will encourage investment in 
lower skilled workers by providing em-
ployers with a tax credit if they invest 
in their employee’s education. This tax 
credit is aimed at encouraging general 
and transferable skills development 
that may be in the long term interest 
of most employers but are not always 
so clearly rewarded by the market. 

This act focuses on addressing the 
unique needs of adults with limited 
basic skills, with no high school di-
ploma, or with limited English pro-
ficiency. Those individuals who may 
have taken a different path earlier in 
life, and who now find themselves eager 
to go back to school and receive addi-
tional job training and skills, should be 
provided opportunities to get back on 
track. 

I encourage my colleagues to support 
this important endeavor. Our Nation’s 
workforce and local communities will 
be stronger for it. 

By Mr. UDALL of Colorado (for 
himself, Mr. CARPER, Mr. 
COONS, Mr. FRANKEN, and Mr. 
UDALL of New Mexico): 

S. 2119. A bill to establish a pilot pro-
gram to address overweight/obesity 
among children from birth to age 5 in 
child care settings and to encourage 
parental engagement; to the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor, 
and Pensions. 

Mr. UDALL of Colorado. Mr. Presi-
dent, today I am introducing the 
Healthy Kids from Day One Act—a bill 
that will add another tool to our tool-
box for tackling the national epidemic 
of childhood obesity. Today, about one 
in three children is either overweight 
or obese, and nearly 21 percent of our 
littlest ones—those in preschool—are 
obese or overweight. This problem has 
become an epidemic, and I want to 
thank Senators COONS, CARPER, 
FRANKEN, and TOM UDALL for joining 
me in introducing this important legis-
lation. 

The Healthy Kids from Day One Act 
seeks to focus on the childcare setting 
as a part of our strategy to combat 
childhood obesity and get kids healthy 
and moving again. This bill recognizes 
that in order to reduce the prevalence 
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