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(i) under the Emergency Economic Sta-
bilization Act, such as—

(I) asset purchases by the United States
Government;

(IT) capital injections from the United
States Government; or

(IIT) housing programs; or

(ii) by the purchase of the mortgage
backed securities of the Federal National
Mortgage Association and the Federal Home
Loan Mortgage Corporation (in this Act re-
ferred to as ‘‘government-sponsored enter-
prises’’), in order to lower interest rates, and
the value of such securities in the absence of
such purchases;

(B) actions by the Board of Governors of
the Federal Reserve System prior to the date
of enactment of this Act, such as—

(i) providing loans to financial institutions
through the Term Auction Facility; and

(ii) assistance through programs under sec-
tion 13(3) of the Federal Reserve Act prior to
the date of enactment of this Act, such as—

(I) lending through the Commercial Paper
Funding Facility;

(IT) securities lending to primary dealers
through the Primary Dealer Credit Facility
and the Term Securities Lending Facility;

(IIT) lending to institutions through the
Term Asset-Backed Securities Loan Facil-
ity; or

(IV) purchasing assets through the Maiden
Lane facility; and

(C) actions by the Federal Deposit Insur-
ance Corporation, such as—

(i) guaranteeing debt or deposits through
the Temporary Liquidity Guarantee Pro-
gram; or

(ii) pricing of assessments related to any
such guarantees; and

(6) any extraordinary assistance provided
to American Insurance Group, but ulti-
mately received by one of the covered insti-
tutions; and

(7) any Government actions that resulted
in the payment or nonpayment of credit de-
fault swap contracts entered into by a cov-
ered institution.

SEC. 2. REPORT TO CONGRESS.

Not later than 1 year after the date of en-
actment of this Act, the Comptroller shall
submit a report to Congress detailing the
findings of the Comptroller in the study con-
ducted under this Act. Such report shall be
made electronically available to the public,
except that any proprietary, sensitive, or
confidential information shall be redacted in
any release to the public.

SEC. 3. RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.

Nothing in this Act may be construed to
provide authority inconsistent with, or to
otherwise affect, section 714 of title 31
United States Code.

The bill (S. 3709), as amended, was or-
dered to be engrossed for a third read-
ing, was read the third time, and
passed.

———

TO DESIGNATE HIZBALLAH AS A
TERRORIST ORGANIZATION

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent the Foreign Relations
Committee be discharged from further
consideration of S. Res. 613, and the
Senate proceed to its immediate con-
sideration.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The clerk will report the resolution
by title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 613) urging the gov-
ernments of Europe and the European Union
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to designate Hizballah as a terrorist organi-
zation and impose sanctions, and urging the
President to provide information about
Hizballah to the European allies of the
United States and to support the Govern-
ment of Bulgaria in investigating the July
18, 2012, terrorist attack in Burgas.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Senate proceed
to a voice vote on the adoption of the
resolution.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
further debate?

If not, the question is on agreeing to
the resolution.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the preamble be
agreed to, the motions to reconsider be
laid upon the table, that there be no in-
tervening action or debate, and any
statements related to this matter be
printed in the RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The preamble was agreed to.

The resolution, with its preamble,
reads as follows:

S. REs. 613

Whereas the Department of State has des-
ignated Hizballah as a foreign terrorist orga-
nization since October 1997;

Whereas the United States Government
designated Hizballah a specially designated
terrorist organization in January 1995 and a
““‘Specially Designated Global Terrorist’ pur-
suant to Executive Order 13224 (66 Fed. Reg.
49079) in October 2001;

Whereas Hizballah was established in 1982
through the direct sponsorship and support
of Iran’s Islamic Revolutionary Guards Corps
(IRGC) Quds Force and continues to receive
training, weapons, and explosives, as well as
political, diplomatic, monetary, and organi-
zational aid, from Iran;

Whereas Hizballah has been implicated in
multiple acts of terrorism over the past 30
years, including the bombings in Lebanon in
1983 of the United States Embassy, the
United States Marine barracks, and the
French Army barracks, the airline hijack-
ings and the kidnapping of European, Amer-
ican, and other Western hostages in the 1980s
and 1990s, and support of the Khobar Towers
attack in Saudi Arabia that killed 19 Ameri-
cans in 1996;

Whereas, according to the 2011 Country Re-
ports on Terrorism issued by the Department
of State, ‘‘Since at least 2004, Hizballah has
provided training to select Iraqi Shia mili-
tants, including on the construction and use
of improvised explosive devices (IEDs) that
can penetrate heavily-armored vehicles.”’;

Whereas, in 2007, a senior Hizballah opera-
tive, Ali Mussa Daqduq, was captured in Iraq
with detailed documents that discussed tac-
tics to attack Iraqi and coalition forces, and
has been directly implicated in a terrorist
attack that resulted in the murder of 5 mem-
bers of the United States Armed Forces;

Whereas Hizballah has been implicated in
the terrorist attacks in Buenos Aires, Argen-
tina, on the Israeli Embassy in 1992 and the
Argentine Israelite Mutual Association in
1994;

Whereas Hizballah has been implicated in
acts of terrorism and extrajudicial violence
in Lebanon, including the assassination of
political opponents;

Whereas, in June 2011, the Special Tribunal
for Lebanon, an international tribunal for
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the prosecution of those responsible for the
February 14, 2005, assassination of former
Lebanese Prime Minister Rafiq Hariri, issued
arrest warrants against 4 senior Hizballah
members, including its top military com-
mander, Mustafa Badr al-Din, identified as
the primary suspect in the assassination;

Whereas, according to the 2011 Country Re-
ports on Terrorism issued by the Department
of State, Hizballah is ‘‘the likely perpe-
trator” of 2 bomb attacks that wounded
United Nations Interim Force in Lebanon
(UNIFIL) peacekeepers in Lebanon during
2011;

Whereas, according to the October 18, 2012,
report of the Secretary-General of the
United Nations to the United Nations Secu-
rity Council on the implementation of Secu-
rity Council Resolution 1559 (2004) (in this
preamble referred to as the ‘‘October 18 Re-
port’’), ‘“The maintenance by Hizbullah of
sizeable sophisticated military capabilities
outside the control of the Government of
Lebanon . . . creates an atmosphere of in-
timidation in the country[,] . .. puts Leb-
anon in violation of its obligations under
Resolution 1559 (2004)[,] and constitutes a
threat to regional peace and stability.”’;

Whereas John Brennan, Assistant to the
President for Homeland Security and
Counterterrorism, stated on October 26, 2012,
that Hizballah’s ‘‘social and political activi-
ties must not obscure [its] true nature or
prevent us from seeing it for what it is—an
international terrorist organization actively
supported by Iran’s Islamic Revolutionary
Guards Corps — Quds Force’’;

Whereas David Cohen, Under Secretary of
the Treasury for Terrorism and Financial In-
telligence, stated on August 10, 2012, ‘‘Before
al Qaeda’s attack on the U.S. on September
11, 2001, Hizballah was responsible for killing
more Americans in terrorist attacks than
any other terrorist group.”’;

Whereas, according to a September 13, 2012,
Department of the Treasury press release,
“The last year has witnessed Hizballah’s
most aggressive terrorist plotting outside
the Middle East since the 1990s.”’;

Whereas, since 2011, Hizballah has been im-
plicated in thwarted terrorist plots in Azer-
baijan, Cyprus, Thailand, and elsewhere;

Whereas, on July 18, 2012, a suicide bomber
attacked a bus in Burgas, Bulgaria, mur-
dering 5 Israeli tourists and the Bulgarian
bus driver in a terrorist attack that, accord-
ing to Mr. Brennan, ‘‘bore the hallmarks of
a Hizballah attack’’;

Whereas Israeli prime minister Benjamin
Netanyahu has stated of the Burgas terrorist
attack, ‘““We have unquestionable, fully sub-
stantiated evidence that this was done by
Hizballah backed by Iran.’’;

Whereas Bulgaria is a member of the Euro-
pean Union and a member of the North At-
lantic Treaty Organization (NATO);

Whereas, according to the October 18 Re-
port, ‘“There have been credible reports sug-
gesting involvement by Hizbullah and other
Lebanese political forces in support of the
parties in the conflict in Syria. ... Such
militant activities by Hizbullah in Syria
contradict and undermine the disassociation
policy of the Government of Lebanon, of
which Hizbullah is a coalition member.”’;

Whereas, on October 26, 2012, Mr. Brennan
stated, ‘“We have seen Hizballah training
militants in Yemen and Syria, where it con-
tinues to provide material support to the re-
gime of Bashar al Assad, in part to preserve
its weapon supply lines.’’;

Whereas, on August 10, 2012, the Depart-
ment of the Treasury designated Hizballah
pursuant to Executive Order 13582 (76 Fed.
Reg. 52209), which targets those responsible
for human rights abuses in Syria, for pro-
viding support to the Government of Syria;
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Whereas, according to the Department of
the Treasury, since early 2011, Hizballah
‘“‘has provided training, advice and extensive
logistical support to the Government of Syr-
ia’s increasingly ruthless effort to fight
against the opposition” and has ‘‘directly
trained Syrian government personnel inside
Syria and has facilitated the training of Syr-
ian forces by Iran’s terrorism arm, the Is-
lamic Revolutionary Guards Corps — Qods
Force’’;

Whereas, on September 13, 2012, the De-
partment of the Treasury designated the
Secretary-General of Hizballah, Hasan
Nasrallah, for overseeing ‘‘Hizballah’s efforts
to help the Syrian regime’s violent crack-
down on the Syrian civilian population’’;

Whereas, on October 26, 2012, Mr. Brennan
stated, ‘““Even in Europe, many countries . . .
have not yet designated Hizballah as a ter-
rorist organization. Nor has the European
Union. Let me be clear: failure to designate
Hizballah as a terrorist organization makes
it harder to defend our countries and protect
our citizens. As a result, for example, coun-
tries that have arrested Hizballah suspects
for plotting in Europe have been unable to
prosecute them on terrorism charges.’’; and

Whereas, on October 26, 2012, Mr. Brennan
called on the European Union to designate
Hizballah as a terrorist organization, saying,
“European nations are our most sophisti-
cated and important counterterrorism part-
ners, and together we must make it clear
that we will not tolerate Hizballah’s crimi-
nal and terrorist activities.”’”: Now, therefore,
be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) urges the governments of Europe and
the European Union to designate Hizballah
as a terrorist organization so that Hizballah
cannot use the territories of the European
Union for fundraising, recruitment, financ-
ing, logistical support, training, and propa-
ganda;

(2) urges the governments of Europe and
the European Union to impose sanctions on
Hizballah for providing material support to
Bashar al Assad’s ongoing campaign of vio-
lent repression against the people of Syria;

(3) expresses support for the Government of
Bulgaria as it conducts an investigation into
the July 18, 2012, terrorist attack in Burgas,
and expresses hope that the investigation
can be successfully concluded and that the
perpetrators can be identified as quickly as
possible;

(4) urges the President to provide all nec-
essary diplomatic, intelligence, and law en-
forcement support to the Government of Bul-
garia to investigate the July 18, 2012, ter-
rorist attack in Burgas;

(5) reaffirms support for the Government of
Bulgaria by the United States as a member
of the North Atlantic Treaty Organization
(NATO), and urges the United States, NATO,
and the European Union to work with the
Government of Bulgaria to safeguard its ter-
ritory and citizens from the threat of ter-
rorism; and

(6) urges the President to make available
to European allies and the European public
information about Hizballah’s terrorist ac-
tivities and material support to Bashar al
Assad’s campaign of violence in Syria.

———————

IN-HOME MEDICARE COVERAGE

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Senate proceed
to H.R. 1845, which was received from
the House.
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The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the bill by title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A bill (H.R. 1845) an act to provide a dem-
onstration project providing Medicare cov-
erage for in-home administration of intra-
venous immune globulin (IVIG) and to
amend title XVIII of the Social Security Act
with respect to the application of Medicare
secondary payer rules for certain claims.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the bill be read a
third time and passed, the motion to
reconsider be considered made and laid
upon the table, and that any state-
ments relating to the bill be printed in
the RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The bill (H.R. 1845) was ordered to a
third reading, was read the third time,
and passed.

———

APPOINTMENTS AUTHORITY

Mr. REID. I now ask unanimous con-
sent that notwithstanding the upcom-
ing recess or adjournment of the Sen-
ate, the President of the Senate, the
President pro tempore of the Senate,
and the majority and minority leaders
be authorized to make appointments to
commissions, committees, boards, con-
ferences or interparliamentary con-
ferences authorized by law, by concur-
rent action of the two Houses or by
order of the Senate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———————

SIGNING AUTHORITY

Mr. REID. I ask unanimous consent
that from Friday, December 21 through
Thursday, December 27, the majority
leader be authorized to sign duly en-
rolled bills or joint resolutions.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

ORDERS THROUGH THURSDAY,
DECEMBER 27, 2012

Mr. REID. First of all, I appreciate
the Presiding Officer filling in on an
emergency basis to preside. It is not
often we get one of the senior Members
of the Senate to preside and I am
grateful. It makes it so much easier on
everyone else.

I ask unanimous consent that when
the Senate completes its business
today, it adjourn until 12 noon on Mon-
day, December 24, 2012, for a pro forma
session only, with no business con-
ducted, and that following the pro
forma session, the Senate adjourn until
10 a.m. on Thursday, December 27, 2012;
that following the prayer and pledge,
the Journal of proceedings be approved
to date, the morning hour be deemed
expired, and the time for the two lead-
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ers be reserved for their use later in
the day; that following any leader re-
marks, the Senate begin consideration
of H.R. 5949, the FISA bill, and Senator
WYDEN be recognized; further, that the
previous order be amended so that
there be up to 7 hours of debate on the
bill—that is the FISA bill—and all
other provisions to the previous order
remain in effect.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

PROGRAM

Mr. REID. Mr. President, we have
been able to work things out, I hope, to
everyone’s satisfaction. We are going
to have a rollcall vote early in the day
on Thursday. It will be at 5:30 p.m. on
Thursday. It will be in relation to the
FISA bill or the supplemental appro-
priations bill.

———

ADJOURNMENT UNTIL MONDAY,
DECEMBER 24, 2012

Mr. REID. If there is no further busi-
ness to come before the Senate, I ask
unanimous consent that it adjourn
under the previous order.

There being no objection, the Senate,
at 7:19 p.m., adjourned until Monday,
December 24, 2012, at 12 noon.

———————

NOMINATIONS

Executive nominations received by
the Senate:

FEDERAL LABOR RELATIONS AUTHORITY

ERNEST W. DUBESTER, OF VIRGINIA, TO BE A MEMBER
OF THE FEDERAL LABOR RELATIONS AUTHORITY FOR A
TERM OF FIVE YEARS EXPIRING JULY 29, 2017. (RE-
APPOINTMENT)

CAROL WALLER POPE, OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA,
TO BE A MEMBER OF THE FEDERAL LABOR RELATIONS
AUTHORITY FOR A TERM OF FIVE YEARS EXPIRING JULY
1, 2014. (REAPPOINTMENT)

———

DISCHARGED NOMINATION

The Senate Committee on Veterans’
Affairs was discharged from further
consideration of the following nomina-
tion by unanimous consent and the
nomination was confirmed:

WILLIAM S. GREENBERG, OF NEW JERSEY, TO BE A

JUDGE OF THE UNITED STATES COURT OF APPEALS FOR
VETERANS CLAIMS FOR THE TERM OF FIFTEEN YEARS.

———

CONFIRMATIONS

EXECUTIVE NOMINATIONS CON-
FIRMED BY THE SENATE FRIDAY,
DECEMBER 21, 2012:

THE JUDICIARY

MATTHEW W. BRANN, OF PENNSYLVANIA, TO BE
UNITED STATES DISTRICT JUDGE FOR THE MIDDLE DIS-
TRICT OF PENNSYLVANIA.

MALACHY EDWARD MANNION, OF PENNSYLVANIA, TO
BE UNITED STATES DISTRICT JUDGE FOR THE MIDDLE
DISTRICT OF PENNSYLVANTIA.

JON S. TIGAR, OF CALIFORNIA, TO BE UNITED STATES
DISTRICT JUDGE FOR THE NORTHERN DISTRICT OF CALI-
FORNIA.

WILLIAM S. GREENBERG, OF NEW JERSEY, TO BE A
JUDGE OF THE UNITED STATES COURT OF APPEALS FOR
VETERANS CLAIMS FOR THE TERM OF FIFTEEN YEARS.
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