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I also applaud the Hartford Insurance
Group for their commitment to the
Paralympic games: Since 2003, it has
been a founding partner of the U.S.
Paralympics, an official division of the
U.S. Olympic Committee.

Five-time Paralympian Scott
Danberg calls Stamford his hometown,
and Connecticut has been proud to fol-
low him throughout his impressive ath-
letic career. Recently, as a well-known
and regarded member of the U.S.
Paralympic track and field team, he
competed in the men’s discus event,
throwing his personal best for this sea-
son in London. And this year he was
nominated by his fellow track and field
members and then chosen by a vote by
the U.S. paralympic team as our Na-
tion’s flag bearer during opening cere-
monies. He adds this tremendous honor
to his past accomplishments, including
the bronze at the 2011 ITPC World Cham-
pionships, the gold at the 2010 U.S.
Paralympics Track & Field National
Championships in both discus and shot
put, and the silver in javelin at the 1998
Paralympic games.

I hope that Connecticut’s
Paralympians can continue to promote
international and national awareness
and engagement and we can continue
to come together as a nation, recog-
nizing what unites us. Thank you for
joining me in applauding our amazing
American athletes and those around
the world who have shown the
athleticism, stamina, and mnational
identity that transcends differences.

———

RECOGNIZING MISSISSIPPI'S
OLYMPIANS

Mr. WICKER. Mr. President, I rise
today to recognize the gifted athletes
from my home State of Mississippi who
represented the United States in the
2012 London Olympic games and
Paralympic games. They join an ex-
traordinary legacy built by generations
of great American Olympians and
Paralympians, and their historic suc-
cesses on the world stage are a proud
moment for Mississippi.

In the London Olympic games, Gulf-
port native Brittney Reese became the
first American woman to win a gold
medal in long jump since Jackie
Joyner-Kersee, who won it more than
two decades ago in the Seoul games.
The Olympic title tops an impressive
career for the former University of
Mississippi standout and four-time
world champion, who has become an
unmatched competitor over the past
several years.

Particularly heartfelt and inspiring
was Reese’s dedication of her gold-
medal success to the people of Mis-
sissippi and those still recovering from
Hurricane Katrina, which damaged her
family’s home 7 years ago. As she told
reporters, ‘‘This is a great way for me
to bring something home and show
them we can all do this together.”

Bianca Knight of Ridgeland helped
lead the women’s 4x100-meter relay
team to a gold-medal win in an incred-
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ible 40.82 seconds—besting the world
record set by East Germany in 1985.
The performance earned the United
States its first Olympic gold medal in
the women’s relay event since 1996 in
Atlanta.

In the men’s 4x100-meter relay,
Coldwater sprinter Trell Kimmons and
his teammates blazed through to a sil-
ver-medal finish—setting a new Amer-
ican record. Former Jackson State
University track star Michael Tinsley
also won silver in the 400-meter hur-
dles. Isiah Young, a talented athlete at
the University of Mississippi, made his
Olympic debut in the exciting 200-
meter dash, advancing to the
semifinals with an impressive run
against decorated Jamaican sprinter
Usain Bolt.

One Mississippian continued her
Olympic success this time as a coach
for the U.S. women’s basketball team.
Assistant coach Jennifer Gillom, an
Ole Miss graduate from Abbeville,
helped lead the team to a gold-medal
victory in London. She won gold as a
player during the Seoul Games and is
the first person in Ole Miss women’s
basketball history to be part of mul-
tiple medal wins.

Like the Olympics, the London
Paralympic games were also a spectac-
ular display of athleticism and perse-
verance. The international sports event
for athletes with disabilities began
shortly after World War I as a way for
those with war injuries to enhance
their quality of life. More than 4,000
athletes competed in this year’s
Paralympic games—including four Mis-
sissippians who captivated the world
with outstanding performances.

Shaquille Vance of Houston set a new
American record in the men’s 200-
meter-T42 event—earning the silver
medal. Richard Browne of Jackson
sprinted to a silver-medal finish in the
highly anticipated 100-meter-T44 race.
Top-ranked competitors Ryan Estep
and Joseph Brinson of Florence show-
cased their expertise as part of the U.S.
wheelchair fencing team, with Estep
competing in the epee-style event and
Brinson in the saber-style competition.

I thank the family and friends who
have supported and encouraged these
athletes throughout this incredible
journey. The Olympics and
Paralympics are a dream for athletes
around the world and a life-changing
experience for those who participate. I
congratulate these inspiring Mississip-
pians on their remarkable accomplish-
ments. They have worked hard and
made us proud.

Mr. PRYOR. Mr. President, I further
ask that the resolution be agreed to,
the preamble be agreed to, the motions
to reconsider be considered made and
laid upon the table, with no inter-
vening action or debate, and any state-
ments related to the measure be print-
ed in the RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.
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The preamble was agreed to.
The resolution, with its preamble,
reads as follows:
S. RES. 558

Whereas the 2012 Olympic Games were held
in London, England from July 27, 2012, to Au-
gust 12, 2012, and the 2012 Paralympic Games
were held in London, England from August
29, 2012, to September 9, 2012;

Whereas 532 Olympians and 227
Paralympians competed on behalf of Team
USA in London, England;

Whereas the great State of Nevada contrib-
uted 4 athletes to the United States Olympic
Team and 1 athlete to the United States
Paralympic Team;

Whereas the Olympians and Paralympian
from the State of Nevada proudly rep-
resented the United States in competition
and displayed an admirable dedication to the
spirit of the Olympic Games;

Whereas Amanda Bingson of Las Vegas,
Nevada, competed in the Olympic Women’s
Hammer Throw event;

Whereas Jacob Dalton of Reno, Nevada,
competed in the Olympic Men’s Gymnastics
Floor Exercise and Men’s Team events;

Whereas Connor Fields of Las Vegas, Ne-
vada, competed in the Olympic Men’s BMX
event;

Whereas Michael Hunter II of Las Vegas,
Nevada, competed in the Olympic Men’s
Heavyweight Boxing event;

Whereas Cortney Jordan of Henderson, Ne-
vada, competed in the Paralympic Women’s
400m Freestyle, 100m Breaststroke, 100m
Backstroke, 200m Individual Medley, 50m
Freestyle, and 100m Freestyle events;

Whereas Ms. Jordan won silver medals in
the 400m Freestyle, 50m Freestyle, and 100m
Freestyle, and a bronze medal in the 100m
Backstroke;

Whereas the citizens of the State of Ne-
vada and the people of the United States
stand united in respect and admiration for
the Nevadan Olympians and Paralympian,
and the athletic accomplishments, sports-
manship, and dedication of those athletes to
excellence in the 2012 Olympics and
Paralympics;

Whereas the many accomplishments of the
Nevadan Olympians and Paralympian would
not have been possible without the hard
work and dedication of many others, includ-
ing the United States Olympic Committee,
the relevant United States National Gov-
erning Bodies, and the many administrators,
coaches, and family members who provided
critical support for the athletes: Now, there-
fore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate extends sincere
congratulations for the accomplishments
and gratitude for the sacrifices of the ath-
letes from the State of Nevada and through-
out the United States on the United States
Olympic and Paralympic Teams and to ev-
eryone who supported the efforts of those
athletes at the 2012 Olympics and
Paralympics.

——————

NATIONAL SAVE FOR
RETIREMENT WEEK

Mr. PRYOR. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the HELP
Committee be discharged from further
consideration of S. Res. 555 and the
Senate proceed to its immediate con-
sideration.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered. The clerk
will report the resolution by title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 555) supporting the
goals and ideals of ‘‘National Save for Re-
tirement Week,” including raising public
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awareness of the various tax-preferred retire-
ment vehicles and increasing personal finan-
cial literacy.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. PRYOR. I further ask that the
resolution be agreed to, the preamble
be agreed to, the motions to reconsider
be made and laid upon the table, with
no intervening action or debate, and
any statements relating to the resolu-
tion be printed in the RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

The resolution, with its preamble,
reads as follows:

S. RES. 555

Whereas people in the United States are
living longer, and the cost of retirement is
increasing significantly;

Whereas Social Security remains the bed-
rock of retirement income for the great ma-
jority of the people of the United States but
was never intended by Congress to be the
sole source of retirement income for fami-
lies;

Whereas recent data from the Employee
Benefit Research Institute indicates that, in
the United States, less than 36 of workers or
their spouses are currently saving for retire-
ment, and the actual amount of retirement
savings of workers is much less than the
amount needed to adequately fund their re-
tirement years;

Whereas the financial literacy of workers
in the United States is important to their
understanding of the need to save for retire-
ment;

Whereas saving for retirement is a key
component to overall financial health and
security during retirement years, and the
importance of financial literacy in planning
for retirement must be advocated;

Whereas many workers may not be aware
of their options in saving for retirement or
may not have focused on the importance of,
and need for, saving for retirement;

Whereas many employees have available to
them, through their employers, access to de-
fined benefit and defined contribution plans
to assist them in preparing for retirement,
yet many of those employees may not be
taking advantage of those plans at all or to
the full extent allowed by Federal law;

Whereas the need to save for retirement is
important even during economic downturns
or market declines, which make continued
contributions all the more important;

Whereas all workers, including public and
private sector employees, employees of tax-
exempt organizations, and self-employed in-
dividuals, can benefit from developing per-
sonal budgets and financial plans that in-
clude retirement savings strategies and tak-
ing advantage of tax-preferred retirement
savings vehicles; and

Whereas October 21 through October 27,
2012, has been designated as ‘‘National Save
for Retirement Week’’: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) supports the goals and ideals of ‘“‘Na-
tional Save for Retirement Week’’, including
raising public awareness of the importance
of saving adequately for retirement;

(2) supports the need to raise public aware-
ness of the availability of a variety of ways
to save for retirement which are favored
under the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 and
are utilized by many people in the United
States, but which should be utilized by more;
and

(3) calls on the States, localities, schools,
universities, nonprofit organizations, busi-
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nesses, other entities, and the people of the
United States to observe National Save for
Retirement Week with appropriate programs
and activities, with the goal of increasing
the retirement savings and personal finan-
cial literacy of all people in the United
States.

————

100TH ANNIVERSARY OF
HADASSAH

Mr. PRYOR. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the preamble
of S. Res. 448 be agreed to.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The preamble was agreed to.

NATIONAL NATIVE AMERICAN
HERITAGE MONTH

Mr. PRYOR. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Indian Affairs be discharged
from further consideration of S. Res.
561 and the Senate proceed to its imme-
diate consideration.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered. The clerk
will report the resolution by title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 561) recognizing Na-
tional Native American Heritage Month and
celebrating the heritages and cultures of Na-
tive Americans and the contributions of Na-
tive Americans to the United States.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. PRYOR. I further ask that the
resolution be agreed to, the preamble
be agreed to, the motions to reconsider
be laid upon the table, with no inter-
vening action or debate, and any state-
ments related to the resolution be
printed in the RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

The resolution, with its preamble,
reads as follows:

S. RES. 561

Whereas from November 1, 2012, through
November 30, 2012, the United States cele-
brates National Native American Heritage
Month;

Whereas Native Americans are descendants
of the original, indigenous inhabitants of
what is now the United States;

Whereas the United States Bureau of the
Census estimated in 2009 that there were al-
most 5,000,000 individuals in the TUnited
States of Native American descent;

Whereas Native Americans maintain vi-
brant cultures and traditions and hold a
deeply rooted sense of community;

Whereas Native Americans have moving
stories of tragedy, triumph, and persever-
ance that need to be shared with future gen-
erations;

Whereas Native Americans speak and pre-
serve indigenous languages, which have con-
tributed to the English language by being
used as names of individuals and locations
throughout the United States;

Whereas Congress has recently reaffirmed
its support of tribal self-governance and its
commitment to improving the lives of all
Native Americans by enhancing health care
services, increasing law enforcement re-
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sources, and approving settlements of litiga-
tion involving Indian tribes and the United
States;

Whereas Congress is committed to improv-
ing the housing conditions and socio-
economic status of Native Americans;

Whereas the United States is committed to
strengthening the government-to-govern-
ment relationship that it has maintained
with the various Indian tribes;

Whereas Congress has recognized the con-
tributions of the Iroquois Confederacy, and
its influence on the Founding Fathers in the
drafting of the Constitution of the United
States with the concepts of freedom of
speech, the separation of governmental pow-
ers, and the system of checks and balances
between the branches of government;

Whereas with the enactment of the Native
American Heritage Day Act of 2009 (Public
Law 111-33; 123 Stat. 1922), Congress—

(1) reaffirmed the government-to-govern-
ment relationship between the United States
and Native American governments; and

(2) recognized the important contributions
of Native Americans to the culture of the
United States;

Whereas Native Americans have made dis-
tinct and important contributions to the
United States and the rest of the world in
many fields, including the fields of agri-
culture, medicine, music, language, and art,
and Native Americans have distinguished
themselves as inventors, entrepreneurs, spir-
itual leaders, and scholars;

Whereas Native Americans have served
with honor and distinction in the Armed
Forces of the United States, and continue to
serve in the Armed Forces in greater num-
bers per capita than any other group in the
United States;

Whereas the United States has recognized
the contribution of the Native American
code talkers in World War I and World War
II, who used indigenous languages as an un-
breakable military code, saving countless
Americans; and

Whereas the people of the United States
have reason to honor the great achievements
and contributions of Native Americans and
their ancestors: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) recognizes the month of November 2012
as National Native American Heritage
Month;

(2) recognizes the Friday after Thanks-
giving as ‘‘Native American Heritage Day”’
in accordance with the Native American Her-
itage Day Act of 2009 (Public Law 111-33; 123
Stat. 1922); and

(3) urges the people of the United States to
observe National Native American Heritage
Month and Native American Heritage Day
with appropriate programs and activities.

———

RESOLUTIONS SUBMITTED TODAY

Mr. PRYOR. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to the immediate consider-
ation en bloc of the following resolu-
tions which were submitted earlier
today: S. Res. 576, S. Res. 577, S. Res.
578, S. Res. 579, S. Res. 580, S. Res. 581,
S. Res. 582, S. Res. 583, S. Res. 584, S.
Res. 585, S. Res. 586, S. Res. 587, S. Res.
588, and S. Res. 589.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolutions
en bloc.

Mr. PRYOR. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the resolutions be agreed to,
the preambles be agreed to, the mo-
tions to reconsider be laid upon the
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