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a husband and a father, Jon approached 
life with passion and purpose ques-
tioning and challenging the status quo 
and always seeking for ways to change 
or improve it. He will be missed by 
those close to him, but his legacy of 
good works lives on.∑ 

f 

GREENBELT, MARYLAND 
∑ Mr. CARDIN. Mr. President, today I 
wish to recognize the 75th anniversary 
of the city of Greenbelt, the first 
planned community in the United 
States built by the Federal Govern-
ment. Greenbelt was envisioned as a 
social experiment by Rexford Guy 
Tugwell, a friend and adviser to Presi-
dent Franklin D. Roosevelt. The town 
was built under the authority of the 
Emergency Relief Appropriation Act. 
It was designed to provide low-income 
housing and drew 5,700 applicants for 
the original 885 residences. The first 
families arrived on October 1, 1937. 
They were chosen to meet income and 
other criteria, including a dem-
onstrated willingness to participate in 
community organizations. 

Most early residents were under 30 
years of age and were from diverse reli-
gious backgrounds. They were blue and 
white collar workers, but due to the 
segregation at the time, no African 
Americans were able to purchase 
homes or live in Greenbelt. Physically, 
Greenbelt was designed as a complete 
city with homes, businesses, schools, 
roads, recreation facilities, and town 
government. Homes were clustered in 
‘‘superblocks’’ with a system of inte-
rior walkways permitting residents to 
go from home to town center without 
crossing a major street. Streets were 
designed to separate pedestrians from 
vehicular traffic and community amen-
ities and businesses were centrally lo-
cated for easy access. 

The first residents were pioneers in 
community engagement. They quickly 
formed a government—the first city 
manager form of government in the 
State of Maryland. They formed the 
first kindergarten in Prince George’s 
County, started a journalism club that 
today continues to publish the weekly 
Greenbelt News Review, formed the 
Greenbelt Health Association, estab-
lished police, fire and rescue squads, 
and opened the first public swimming 
pool in the Washington area in 1939. 
Greenbelt Consumer Services, Inc. op-
erated the grocery store, gas station, 
drug and variety stores, barber and 
beauty shops, movie theater, valet 
shop, and tobacco shop, and over the 
years, as needs arose, citizens formed 
numerous cooperatives. 

The Federal Government built an ad-
ditional 1,000 homes in 1941 to accom-
modate families coming to Washington 
in connection with the defense pro-
grams of World War II. In 1952, Con-
gress voted to sell off the Greenbelt 
towns, and citizens in Greenbelt 
formed a housing cooperative which 
purchased the homes. In 1997, when 
Greenbelt celebrated its 60th anniver-

sary, the U.S. Department of Interior 
recognized Historic Greenbelt as a Na-
tional Historic Landmark. 

Today, many of the original features 
of this planned community still exist, 
although the city itself has expanded 
to include additional shopping centers, 
high-rise office buildings, garden apart-
ments, townhouses, and private devel-
opment. Around a dozen original fami-
lies still live in Greenbelt, passing on 
the cooperative spirit and sense of 
community that has made Greenbelt a 
thriving city and a special place to call 
home. 

I ask my colleagues to join me in 
congratulating the residents and the 
city of Greenbelt on successfully nur-
turing 75 years of community planning, 
cooperation, and engagement.∑ 
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REMEMBERING AL ADAMS 

∑ Ms. MURKOWSKI. I speak today to 
honor the memory of Al Adams, an 
Alaska Native leader. In the Alaska 
legislature for some 20 years, Al Adams 
was regarded as one of the most effec-
tive advocates for the interests of rural 
Alaska. Senator Adams died on August 
13 after a long battle with cancer. Alas-
ka’s Governor ordered flags in the 
State lowered to half staff in honor of 
Adams’ service to Alaska. His funeral, 
at ChangePoint Alaska in Anchorage, 
drew over 1,500 mourners. A second fu-
neral was conducted in Al’s hometown 
of Kotzebue. 

Al Adams was born in Kotzebue, AK 
in 1942. He attended Mt. Edgecumbe 
High School in Sitka. Following high 
school, he attended the University of 
Alaska Fairbanks and RCA Technical 
Institute. There is a back story behind 
the RCA Technical Institute. Prior to 
enactment of the Alaska Native Claims 
Settlement Act of 1971, one of the bet-
ter jobs that a Native person from 
rural Alaska could hope for was a job 
tracking satellites at the Gilmore 
Creek Satellite Tracking Facility near 
Fairbanks. Several of those who trav-
eled with Al to Los Angeles for train-
ing at the RCA Technical Institute 
would later become leading players in 
the implementation of the Alaska Na-
tive Claims Settlement Act. 

Over the course of his career, Al 
would serve as president of 
Kikiktagruk Inupiat Corporation and 
executive vice president of NANA Re-
gional Corporation, but his service in 
the Alaska legislature left Al’s most 
enduring legacies. Al served in the 
Alaska House of Representatives from 
1980–1988 and in the Alaska Senate 
from 1989–2000. He was known as ‘‘Mr. 
Finance.’’ Al chaired the powerful 
House Finance Committee. He served 
18 years on the Legislative Budget and 
Audit Committee and 12 years on the 
Operating Budget Conference Com-
mittee. As a Representative and Sen-
ator from rural western Alaska he un-
derstood the unique problems that his 
communities faced and ensured that 
they received an equitable share of 
State funding. 

Al’s most enduring legislative ac-
complishment is the Power Cost 
Equalization Program. One of the 
greatest impediments to the viability 
of traditional Native communities in 
rural Alaska is the cost of electricity. 
Since rural Alaska largely lives ‘‘off 
the grid’’ electricity must be generated 
locally by burning diesel fuel which is 
transported long distances by barge. 
The Power Cost Equalization Program 
protects rural communities by setting 
a cap on the price that rural consumers 
pay for energy. It is a tremendously 
important program and rural Alaska 
has Al Adams to thank for it. 

Following his service as a legislator, 
Al became a lobbyist. We do not com-
monly commend the work of lobbyists 
in the pages of the RECORD, but Al was 
a special kind of lobbyist. He lobbied 
selectively for the causes he believed 
in, representing the North Slope Bor-
ough and the Northwest Arctic Bor-
ough. During this period he used his 
vast legislative and political experi-
ence to educate his Native people on 
how they can be more effective in the 
political arena. Just one example, rec-
ognizing that rural Alaska’s reliance 
on imported diesel was ultimately 
unsustainable, he lobbied to develop 
local sources of energy in western Alas-
ka, at one time proposing an 
intraregional grid to power remote 
communities. He lobbied to make it 
possible for the tribal hospital in 
Kotzebue to build a new long-term care 
wing on their hospital. Al Adams used 
his insider access and knowledge for 
good. 

I would like to spend a moment to 
discuss Al on a personal level. I will al-
ways remember his smile—that crinkly 
smile—and his sense of humor which 
could defuse even the tensest of meet-
ings. Al operated in multiple worlds at 
once—the world of politics, the world 
of business—but he never abandoned 
his Iñupiaq roots. His official obituary 
relates that Al often organized subsist-
ence hunting and fishing trips for his 
children, where he passed down tradi-
tional Iñupiaq skills. He coordinated 
all the logistics for these memorable 
outings and even served as camp cook, 
making sure everyone else was well 
fed. Whether dipnetting at the mouth 
of the Kenai, caribou hunting outside 
Kotzebue or visiting the fish wheel at 
Chitina, he let his wife, children and 
grandchildren know that they were 
loved and that they came first and 
foremost in his life. 

I have lost a dear friend, the Native 
community has lost a respected leader, 
and all Alaska has lost a statesman 
whose legacies will long be remem-
bered. The Senate extends its condo-
lences to the Al Adams family and all 
who mourn the loss of this exemplary 
Alaskan.∑ 

f 

REMEMBERING RICHARD FRANK 
∑ Ms. MURKOWSKI. Mr. President, the 
front page of this morning’s Fairbanks 
Daily News-Miner carries the 
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sad news that Richard Frank, an 
Athabascan elder, died at age 85. 

Richard Frank is an individual of 
great significance in the history of 
post-statehood Alaska. He was among 
the first Alaska Native leaders to rec-
ognize the risk that development of the 
modern State of Alaska posed to the 
subsistence lifestyle of traditional vil-
lages like his home village of Minto in 
Interior Alaska. He was among the 
first Native leaders to organize his peo-
ple in opposition to State land selec-
tions that would prejudice the eventual 
settlement of the aboriginal land 
claims of Alaska Natives. And his lead-
ership, recognized throughout the 
State, is one of the reasons that the 
Native peoples of Alaska won their bat-
tle for land claims with passage of the 
Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act 
of 1971. 

Richard Frank was born on August 
27, 1927, in Old Minto. He was educated 
at the village school. Some historians 
say that the village school provided an 
education up to the third grade. Others 
say it was the fourth. What is undis-
puted is that Richard Frank possessed 
a sense of adventure and wisdom far be-
yond his formal education. Growing up 
around the fishing and trapping camps 
of the Yukon River he gained an appre-
ciation of the interdependence between 
the land and the Native way of life. But 
some would say it was his experience in 
the Army Air Corps during World War 
II that best prepared him for the lead-
ership role he would occupy in the 
1960s. 

Richard’s wartime experience is 
chronicled in Fern Chardonnet’s book, 
‘‘Alaska at War, 1941–1945.’’ She relates 
that World War II presented an ex-
traordinary opportunity for Alaska Na-
tives. Many, for the first time, received 
the same pay and benefits as White 
workers, and a chance to acquire new 
skills and to build genuine self esteem. 
Richard Frank was a case in point. 
Upon enlisting he was encouraged to 
pursue specialized training as an air-
craft mechanic. At first he said, ‘‘No,’’ 
but his commanding officer had con-
fidence in Richard and he agreed to 
pursue the training. Richard relates 
that the passing score in training was 
2.5 and he completed the course with a 
3.9. He went on to service P–47 fighters 
in the South Pacific. 

Richard regarded himself as lucky. 
Service in the military showed young 
men from the village that there was 
another option. After the war Richard 
worked as a mechanic for Wien Alaska 
Airlines and Boeing, though his heart 
remained in village Alaska. 

The son of a traditional village chief, 
he found his calling in the early 1960s 
as the battle for Alaska’s lands was be-
ginning. The Alaska Statehood Act 
gave the State of Alaska the right to 
select lands but left resolution of Alas-
ka Native land claims for another day. 

One of the areas where State land se-
lections first conflicted with Native 
hunting, fishing, and trapping activi-
ties was in the Minto Lakes region of 

Interior Alaska. The State wanted to 
establish a recreation area in 1961 near 
the Athabascan village of Minto and to 
construct a road so that the region 
would be more easily accessible to 
Fairbanks residents and visiting 
sportsmen. In addition, State officials 
believed that the area held potential 
for future development of oil and other 
resources. 

Learning of these plans of the State, 
Minto filed a protest with the U.S. In-
terior Department. The people of Minto 
had filed blanket claims to the area in 
the 1930s, and Richard’s father, then 
Traditional Chief, delineated this area 
as belonging to the Minto people in 
1951. Minto asked the Federal agency 
to protect their rights to the region by 
turning down the State’s application 
for the land. Minto’s attorney was none 
other than the late Senator Ted Ste-
vens who took up their cause pro bono. 

In response to the protest, a meeting 
of sportsmen, biologists, conservation-
ists, and State officials was held in 1963 
to discuss the proposed road and recre-
ation area. 

Richard argued that State develop-
ment in the region would ruin the sub-
sistence way of life of the Natives and 
urged that the recreation area be es-
tablished elsewhere, where new hunt-
ing pressure would not threaten the 
traditional economy. He said, ‘‘A vil-
lage is at stake. Ask yourself this ques-
tion, is a recreation area worth the fu-
ture of a village?’’ 

He also took his cause to the Alaska 
Conservation Society in Anchorage. He 
told the conservation society members 
that without the use of the lakes, 
Minto’s people would go hungry. Lael 
Morgan, in her landmark book, ‘‘The 
Life and Times of Howard Rock,’’ re-
lates Richard’s pleas for support. He 
said, ‘‘Nothing is so sorrowful for a 
hunter, empty handed, to be greeted by 
hungry children.’’ 

A 1985 history of the Alaska Native 
Claims Settlement Act characterized 
Minto’s protest as a precursor of events 
to come. During the years that fol-
lowed, many other Native communities 
would protest actions that threatened 
their lands. In 1966, Secretary of the In-
terior Stewart Udall gave the land 
claims movement teeth by initiating a 
freeze on the transfer of lands to the 
State which were protested by the Na-
tive people. 

As a well respected Native leader and 
elder, Richard went on to play signifi-
cant roles in the Tanana Chiefs Con-
ference and the Fairbanks Native Asso-
ciation. He served on the Governor’s 
Veterans Advisory Committee and 
founded the Alaska Native Veterans 
Association. It is also appropriate to 
acknowledge Richard’s role as the pa-
triarch of one of the truly great Fair-
banks families. Richard’s wife of 57 
years, Anna, became the first Native 
American woman ordained as a priest 
in the Episcopal Church in 1983. Rich-
ard was the father of four and was 
blessed with grandchildren and great- 
grandchildren. 

As a significant figure in Alaska’s 
history, Richard was generous to col-
lectors of oral history. One of those 
oral histories was done for the Alaska 
Trappers Association, which notes, 
‘‘Richard freely shares insight into the 
Native view of the world. He takes 
great pride in their dedication to fam-
ily. He speaks often of the lessons he 
learned from his elders.’’ 

Alaska has truly lost a significant 
figure. If it is any condolence, Rich-
ard’s life experiences were rich, he ac-
complished a great deal for his Native 
people, and he supported a truly won-
derful family. Thanks to modern tech-
nology, his stories and life experiences 
will live on for eternity. 

On behalf of the Senate I extend con-
dolences to Reverend Anna, Richard’s 
family, and the Athabascan people of 
Interior Alaska who are preparing to 
honor and celebrate Richard’s life next 
week with a Memorial Potlatch.∑ 

f 

REMEMBERING BARNEY UHART 

∑ Ms. MURKOWSKI. Mr. President, I 
was saddened to learn that Barney 
Uhart of Anchorage, AK passed away 
on September 8, 2012 after a long battle 
with cancer. Barney was President 
Emeritus of the Chugach Alaska Cor-
poration, one of the thirteen regional 
Alaska Native Corporations. Chugach 
Alaska Corporation is owned by over 
2,300 shareholders of Alutiiq, Eskimo 
and Indian heritage. 

Barney was elected President and 
CEO of Chugach Alaska Corporation in 
May 2000 and served in that role until 
July 2012. In July he announced his re-
tirement to focus on his health and 
spend time with his family. But the 
Chugach Alaska Corporation board 
would not let him go. That is how Bar-
ney earned the title of President Emer-
itus. 

Barney was a master in admin-
istering Base Operations Services con-
tracts, a field he entered into on some-
thing of a lark. As the story goes, 
while living in Hawaii he was deliv-
ering furniture with a friend to a com-
pany called Kentron International. 
This was back in 1979. He wondered 
what they did and slipped a resume 
under the door. A few days later he 
learned that they managed remote 
sites and was on his way to Wake Is-
land. Over the course of his career Bar-
ney came to know more about places 
like Wake Island, Midway Island and 
Amchitka than anyone I know. He 
would return to Wake Island many 
times over the course of his career, 
helping his successor employers win 
that Base Operations Support contract. 
You might even call him the Mayor 
Emeritus of Wake Island. 

Barney joined the Chugach Alaska 
family in 1993 as an Operations Man-
ager with Chugach Development Cor-
poration. Known as a charismatic lead-
er and a hard worker, he quickly rose 
through the ranks. Those at Chugach 
Alaska tell me that his dedication to 
the company, its people and employees 
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