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Saudi Arabia or other places such as
that.

We have to end this health care bill
that was passed. Already, health care
premiums for average Americans have
gone up—for a family of four: $2,400. Al-
ready? It was supposed to bring those
costs down. That is a hammer blow to
the middle class.

So we are talking about jobs, growth,
progress. Those are the kinds of things
we need. We can do it without more
government debt and more government
spending. That is what I will be look-
ing for tonight.

I thank the Presiding Officer and
yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll.

Mrs. SHAHEEN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

EXTENSION OF MORNING
BUSINESS

Mrs. SHAHEEN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the period for
morning business be extended until 5
p.m., with Senators permitted to speak
for up to 10 minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———
DATA PRIVACY DAY

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, on Janu-
ary 28, 2012, privacy advocates, indus-
try leaders, and government officials
from across our Nation will celebrate
Data Privacy Day 2012. I am pleased to
join these stakeholders in calling at-
tention to the need to better secure our
privacy and security in cyberspace.

In the digital age, our Nation faces
the challenge of securing our computer
networks from cyber threats and cyber
crime, while at the same time, encour-
aging innovation and protecting Amer-
icans’ right to privacy. Even as the
Internet and other rapidly advancing
technologies spur economic growth and
expand opportunity, there is growing
uncertainty and unease about how
Americans’ sensitive personal informa-
tion is collected, shared, and stored.
Data Privacy Day provides an impor-
tant reminder about the importance of
data privacy.

After a record year of high-profile
data breaches in the private sector and
throughout government, it is more im-
portant than ever that Congress step
forward and enact meaningful data pri-
vacy legislation. As the chairman of
the Senate Judiciary Committee, I
continue to work toward that goal.

Last year, I reintroduced comprehen-
sive data privacy legislation that will
better protect Americans’ sensitive
personal data and reduce the risk of
data security breaches. The Personal
Data Privacy and Security Act would
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establish a single nationwide standard
for data breach notification and re-
quire that companies that have data-
bases with sensitive personal informa-
tion establish and implement data pri-
vacy and security programs. This bill
would also help law enforcement better
combat cyber crime by strengthening
and clarifying the penalties for viola-
tions of the Computer Fraud and Abuse
Act and creating a new criminal of-
fense for cyber attacks involving gov-
ernment computers that manage crit-
ical infrastructure information.

The Senate Judiciary Committee fa-
vorably reported this bill in September
2011. The committee has previously re-
ported similar legislation three times.
I urge the 112th Congress to finally
enact this much needed legislation.

In the coming weeks, the Senate is
expected to consider comprehensive
cyber security legislation. Protecting
our Nation’s data from breaches is at
the very core of a comprehensive strat-
egy for improving cyber security. That
is why President Obama included a
data breach proposal that closely mir-
rors the Personal Data Privacy and Se-
curity Act in his cyber security pro-
posal to Congress. That is why con-
sumer and privacy advocates, business
leaders, and Members of Congress on
both sides of the aisle continue to call
for the enactment of data privacy leg-
islation. And that is why I will con-
tinue work to ensure that meaningful
data privacy legislation is included in
any cyber security legislation the Sen-
ate considers this year.

I will also continue the important
work that the Judiciary Committee
began last year to update the Elec-
tronic Communications Privacy Act,
ECPA, so that our digital privacy laws
keep pace with changes in technology.
Updating this law to reflect the reali-
ties of our time is essential to keeping
us safe from cyber threats.

Again, I thank and commend the
many stakeholders and leaders from
across the Nation who are holding
events to commemorate Data Privacy
Day. I look forward to working with
these stakeholders and with Members
of Congress on both sides of the aisle
and in both Chambers to ensure that
the right to privacy is ensured in the
digital age.

———
TRIBUTE TO PASTOR DAVID WOOD

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, Chris
Bohjalian is one of the treasures of
Vermont, as well as being a gifted writ-
er. We Vermonters are fortunate to be
able to read his weekly column. They
almost always deal with some aspect of
life in the State he and I share.

Marcelle and 1 were especially
touched by his column on Christmas
Day about Pastor David Wood, of the
United Church of Lincoln, VT.

So many of us go to church on
Christmas Day, shake hands with those
officiating at the service and thank
them for what they have done, and
then go home to be with our families.
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What Chris has done is talk about the
Herculean tasks of Pastor David Wood.
It reminds us that those who give us
spiritual guidance and consolation do
far more than what we see on holidays
and holy days. I would ask unanimous
consent that Chris Bohjalian’s column
about the extraordinary David Wood be
printed in the RECORD.

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

[From the Burlington Free Press]

IDYLL BANTER: BURNING THE CHRISTMAS
CANDLE AT BOTH ENDS
(By Chris Bohjalian)

Look, I know Santa just pulled an all-
nighter, flew through serious turbulence
over Iceland, and had to put up with—yet
again—Prancer’s ‘‘attitude’ that no one has
yet to write a song about him. (You live on
nothing but lichen between Thanksgiving
and Christmas, and watch what happens to
your temper.) But my great friend and the
pastor of the United Church of Lincoln,
David Wood, just performed four church
services in 16 hours.

Yup. Four in 16. This is what happens when
Christmas falls on a Sunday.

“From a spiritual point of view, I love it
when Christmas comes on a Sunday. From a
practical point of view, it’s terrifying,”
David told me.

Specifically, last night there were three
services at the church here in Lincoln. There
was a 7 p.m. pageant for families—and this
year the pageant was mighty impressive,
with St. Nicholas himself sharing the story
of the Nativity. Then there was an 8:30 p.m.
service that was more traditional, just as
joyous, but at least marginally less raucous.
Finally, at 11:30 p.m., there was the quiet,
contemplative, communal service that ended
shortly after midnight—on Christmas Day.
And while the church’s youth pastor, Todd
Goodyear, did the heaviest lifting at that
very first service, David was still plenty in-
volved.

In any case, after three services in five
hours last night, David finally collapsed into
bed about quarter to 1 on Christmas morning

. and was back in the sanctuary today,
preaching, 10 hours later.

That workload might not daunt Santa, but
it would most mortals.

It has always seemed to me that the ma-
jority of priests and ministers and rabbis and
imams work incredibly hard. Certainly
David does. To wit: I will never forget when
my wife was in labor with our daughter a lit-
tle over 18 years ago. When Grace arrived—
so did David. The labor was 22 hours, but
still he was there within 40 minutes of
Grace’s arrival. Two months ago, my wife
had six hours of kidney surgery. I had told
David about it the day before. Sure enough,
there he was the next day at the hospital.
And it’s not like my wife gets preferential
treatment. (Given the number of Humane
Society shelter cats she has tried to foist on
David’s family, he should be giving her a
very wide berth.) He is always comforting
someone or some family in hospitals in two
counties. And then there are the funerals.
And the christenings. And the baptisms. And
the marriages. And the meetings. And the
counseling. And the Yankees. (We all have
our flaws.) David has been the pastor here in
Lincoln since 1979, so this is not the first
time that Christmas has fallen on a Sunday
on his watch. He knows what to expect: “Ev-
erything speeds up. Nothing slows down.”
Consequently, he had his sermons done
weeks ahead of time. He had a plan in place
to get the props from the pageant removed
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from the sanctuary in time for the 8:30 serv-
ice. And, once again, he made sure that all
six church fire extinguishers were distrib-
uted discretely to volunteer firefighters be-
fore that first Christmas Eve service, since it
would end with the congregation—including
the children—raising and lowering lit can-
dles while we all sang ‘‘Silent Night.”

But despite the borderline bedlam that can
mark this time of the year for us all, he tries
not to lose sight of the blessings that come
with that chaos. “What is most special for
me every Sunday, but even more as we ap-
proach Christmas and Easter, is the realiza-
tion that I get to speak the good news to
people. Christian faith isn’t about rules and
regulations, it is about our relationship with
a God who loves us enough to choose to be
with us.”

Indeed. So, while I remain impressed as
heck with what Santa Claus and his reindeer
just pulled off, I am mighty grateful as well
for the work of David Wood and his peers.

Merry Christmas. Happy Hanukkah. Peace.

————

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

RECOGNIZING ELIOT ELEMENTARY
SCHOOL

e Ms. COLLINS. Mr. President, today,
I commend Eliot Elementary School of
Eliot, ME, on being named a 2011 Na-
tional Blue Ribbon School of Excel-
lence. This prestigious recognition of
high accomplishment was bestowed by
U.S. Secretary of Education Arne Dun-
can.

Created in 1982, the Blue Ribbon
Schools Award is considered the high-
est honor an American school can ob-
tain. Schools singled out for this na-
tional recognition reflect the goals of
our Nation’s education reforms for
high standards and accountability.
Specifically, the Blue Ribbon Schools
Program is designed to honor public
and private schools that are either aca-
demically superior in their States or
that demonstrate dramatic gains in
student achievement.

This award recognizes that Eliot Ele-
mentary students achieve at the high-
est level academically. Eliot Elemen-
tary School is a top-performing school
on State-required assessments, and
staff at the school use assessments
throughout the academic year as a tool
for improving and customizing instruc-
tion. The school works closely with
families to forge a strong school com-
munity where students are connected
and encouraged to pursue their inter-
ests.

I applaud not only the students but
also the administrators, teachers, staff,
and parents of Eliot Elementary
School. Together, they are succeeding
in their mission to generate excite-
ment and momentum for learning.
They are making a difference in the
lives of their students, helping them
reach their full potential as inde-
pendent, responsible learners and citi-
zZens.

I am pleased that the U.S. Depart-
ment of Education has selected Eliot
Elementary School for this well-de-
served honor, and I congratulate the
communities of Eliot and South Ber-
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wick for this outstanding achieve-
ment.e

EVERYBODY WINS!

e Mr. HARKIN. Mr. President, I would
like to take a moment to recognize two
individuals for their extraordinary
service to the Everybody Wins! Pro-
gram in Iowa.

As many of my colleagues know, Ev-
erybody Wins! is a literacy and men-
toring program for elementary school
students. The program gives adults the
opportunity to spend one lunch hour a
week reading with a child in a public
school.

Fourteen years ago, Senator Jim Jef-
fords recruited me to join him as a vol-
unteer for the Everybody Wins! Pro-
gram in Washington, D.C. Since then, I
have been an Everybody Wins! volun-
teer at Brent Elementary School in
Washington D.C. I have seen the tre-
mendous impact this program has both
on the adult volunteers and their
young student partners.

I was very happy when Everybody
Wins! was launched in my home State
of Iowa in 2002. Two people I want to
recognize today joined Everybody
Wins! as volunteer readers and found-
ing board members in 2003. Both of
them retired in the last year after con-
tributing to the solid foundation on
which the Iowa program rests today.

Mary Ann Nielsen joined the board of
Everybody Wins! Iowa in the spring of
2003. She continued her service, includ-
ing as president of the board, until May
of 2011. Her work on the board included
serving on three executive director
search committees, as well as on the
personnel and executive committees.

Amy Elbert also joined the board in
the spring of 2003, and continued her
service until May of 2011. She devoted
substantial time and energy to fund-
raising, two executive director search
committees, as secretary of the board,
and as chair of the outreach com-
mittee. Amy also has enjoyed reading
relationships through the program for
the past 4 years.

For their commitment to our youth,
to literacy, and their long-time con-
tributions to Everybody Wins! Iowa, I
extend my sincere thanks to Mary Ann
and Amy and wish them all the best in
their future endeavors.e

REED COLLEGE

e Mr. MERKLEY. Mr. President, with
great pride I wish to congratulate Reed
College in Portland, OR, on its 100
yvears of delivering excellent higher
education. Reed College has consist-
ently demonstrated its devotion to aca-
demia and to developing the intellec-
tual spirit of its students through de-
manding curricula, insightful research
and stimulating classroom conversa-
tion. I am certain that the next cen-
tury will prove to be as fruitful as the
last for Reed and its students and that
the strong academic tradition will con-
tinue to thrive in the Eastmoreland
neighborhood of Portland.
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Reed’s story is much like the city of
Portland’s. The founders of Reed want-
ed to approach higher education dif-
ferently. They wanted to focus on cre-
ating leaders who think outside the
box and who know that the answers of
the past are not necessarily the an-
swers of the future. Reed has put an
emphasis on the progress of the indi-
vidual student, emphasizing intellec-
tual development over the pursuit of
grades.

Colleges and universities like Reed
allow people to continue their pursuit
of knowledge, to debate problems and
to develop ideas. Higher education is
also a driving force behind social mo-
bility and has broken down divisions of
race, religion, gender and socio-eco-
nomic class. Reed College embraces
this mission, as reflected in the small
class sizes filled with diverse students.

One hundred years of commitment to
liberal arts education has produced 31
Rhodes Scholars, a great number of
Fulbright grant recipients and count-
less well-educated members of the Or-
egon community and our Nation. To
Colin Diver, the President of Reed Col-
lege, and to the faculty and students of
Reed: congratulations on a century of
academic excellence.®

—————

REMEMBERING JUDGE LIONEL
“RED” NOONAN

e Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. President, I was
saddened over the holidays to learn of
the death of a good man and friend,
Judge Lionel ‘““‘Red” Noonan of Mobile,
AL, at the age of 86. Judge Noonan was
a wonderful man. He knew it was all
about service to others, and the cour-
tesy, ease, and empathy he displayed to
all he came upon was noticed and ap-
preciated and remembered. Many think
good politicians are the smooth folks,
always ready with the right words, al-
ways thinking, always plotting, but
Judge Noonan was a great politician
because he served his constituents with
grace and it came back to him in re-
spect and in votes.

As a practicing lawyer in probate
court, he always treated me the way he
treated everyone. I was a rock-ribbed
young Republican and he a loyal Demo-
crat, yet I couldn’t have been more
fairly treated by him. I had always
heard, from my Republican friends,
what a good man he was. As I have got-
ten older, I have come to see that in a
place such as Mobile, where people
really know one another, those who
have good reputations are invariably
good people. Judge Noonan’s good rep-
utation was justly earned over a life-
time of honest dealing.

The Republicans were always hoping
that he would switch parties and join
them. That is in itself a high com-
pliment to be courted by two parties.
But to the Democrats he remained
true.

Judge Noonan retired in 2001 after
serving 18 years as the Mobile County
probate judge. Prior to that he had
served 8 years in the Alabama State
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