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Liberty is the philosophy that guided 

Constantino Brumidi’s hand as it fired his 
imagination and inspired his creations in our 
nation’s Capital. Imagine what he would 
think if he could walk these corridors today. 
He would see that his beautiful work has 
stood the test of time, especially after being 
cleaned up after the accumulated lamp 
smoke. He would know of the appreciation 
and admiration of countless visitors from 
our shores and around the world. He would 
see that his art continues to thrill the mil-
lions who flock here every year. I believe he 
would be both proud and humbled to be the 
center of such attention. 

Throughout the Capitol, each careful 
stroke of Brumidi’s brush will continue to 
remind us that we are blessed and truly for-
tunate to live in this land of promise and op-
portunity. 

Now it is only fitting that the Congress of 
the United States of America should bestow 
on Constantino Brumidi the nation’s highest 
civilian honor—the Congressional Gold 
Medal—which incidentally is to be perma-
nently displayed in the Capitol. It will be the 
only one displayed in the Capitol, and will 
give people an opportunity to see what a 
Congressional Gold medal looks like. 

And now I would like to introduce my col-
league and fellow Italian-American, Senator 
Pat Leahy of Vermont, who served since 
1974, and if you check his left lapel, he is 
wearing one of the highest awards that Italy 
can give to a son of Italy. He was one of the 
original sponsors on my Senate Constantino 
Brumidi bill and helped me gather every sin-
gle signature to support this bill. Senator 
LEAHY is the Chairman of the Senate Judici-
ary Committee, and is a senior member of 
both the Agriculture and Appropriations 
Committee. I give you my fellow Italian, 
Senator Pat Leahy. 

f 

CPSIA ANNIVERSARY 
Ms. KLOBUCHAR. Mr. President, few 

states appreciate the importance of 
outdoor recreation the way we do in 
Minnesota—whether it is cross-country 
skiing, snowmobiling, fishing, hiking 
or off-roading, these activities are 
more than just hobbies for us—they are 
a way of life and they are woven into 
the fabric of our economy. That is why 
today I rise to commemorate the 1- 
year anniversary of the passage of the 
lead standard exemptions for youth all- 
terrain vehicles. 

Minnesota is home to many strong 
recreational product manufacturers 
that provide jobs and have helped move 
our economy forward during these dif-
ficult times. Our economy doesn’t 
hinge on churning money around Wall 
Street, it hinges on building things and 
the motorcycle and all-terrain vehicle 
industry is a shining example of that. 
This industry is not just about recre-
ation—it is about jobs, it is about man-
ufacturing, and it is about preserving a 
key part of our culture and economy. 

I supported the Consumer Product 
Safety Improvement Act when it 
passed in 2008 because it addressed seri-
ous safety concerns about lead in chil-
dren’s toys. But when we have legisla-
tion as detailed and sweeping as the 
Consumer Product Safety Improve-
ment Act, certain adjustments and 
clarifications sometimes need to be 
made, as we saw with the lead limits 
for youth all-terrain vehicles. Simply 

put, children’s off-road vehicles were 
never supposed to be subject to require-
ments in the Consumer Product Safety 
Improvement Act. 

The law was designed to protect our 
kids, but by banning youth-sized all- 
terrain vehicles children were put at 
risk because they started riding over-
sized adult vehicles that don’t take the 
same considerations as a model meant 
to accommodate children. Once it be-
came clear that the Consumer Product 
Safety Commission was going to hold 
youth all-terrain vehicles to the new 
lead requirements, I began working to 
find a solution to the problem. 

That is why I pushed to pass the 
amendments to the Consumer Product 
Safety Improvement Act last year to 
exempt youth all-terrain vehicles from 
lead standards. August 12th will be the 
1-year anniversary of enactment of 
these amendments to Consumer Prod-
uct Safety Improvement Act into law. 

I would like to commemorate the 1- 
year anniversary of passage of these 
amendments to Consumer Product 
Safety Improvement Act that help pro-
tect our children and ensure they enjoy 
the outdoors for many years to come. 
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TRIBUTE TO TOM SULLIVAN 

Ms. KLOBUCHAR. Mr. President, I 
rise today to recognize the exceptional 
leadership and dedication of my deputy 
chief of staff Tom Sullivan, who has 
been with me since my first days in the 
Senate and will soon be leaving to ac-
cept a senior adviser role at the U.S. 
State Department. 

To say that Tom will be missed 
would be an understatement. Over the 
last 6 years, he has distinguished him-
self as an invaluable member of my 
staff, rising through the ranks and fill-
ing many key roles along the way. He 
started out as a legislative assistant, 
but it wasn’t long before he was serv-
ing as my deputy legislative director 
and, eventually, my deputy chief of 
staff. 

In many ways you could call Tom the 
nerve center of my office—the utility 
player who can step in and perform vir-
tually any task that is asked of him, 
regardless of whether it is press strat-
egy or scheduling or legislative anal-
ysis. No policy was ever too complex 
for him, no assignment too daunting, 
no challenge too thorny. 

Tom’s versatility is especially appar-
ent in his knowledge of policy, which 
spans the full spectrum of State and 
Federal issues. He came to my office 
with a background in foreign relations 
but quickly became an expert in every-
thing from energy to technology to 
health care, mastering and remem-
bering even the most minute of details 
without losing sight of the forest for 
the trees. That is a rare talent, and 
Tom has it in spades. 

Mr. President, as you know, Senate 
offices often become like their own lit-
tle family units. In the last 6 years, 
Tom Sullivan has become an esteemed 
member of the Klobuchar family, and 

he will be sorely missed—not just for 
his skill and expertise but for his 
composure, kindness, and unflappable 
good nature. We wish Tom well in his 
new position at the State Department 
and know that we can expect to see 
great things from him as he begins a 
new and exciting journey in public 
service. 

f 

VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN ACT 
Mrs. SHAHEEN. Mr. President, I rise 

today to talk about the importance of 
passing the Violence Against Women 
Act, and reauthorizing this critical 
funding for survivors of domestic vio-
lence. We have heard about the protec-
tions the Senate version offers that the 
House does not, to women on college 
campuses, to women on tribal lands, to 
LGBT victims, and to immigrants. It is 
important to remember all of the other 
programs supported by this important 
legislation. 

On this day, when preventive health 
care finally becomes available to 47 
million women, including free domestic 
violence screening and counseling, it is 
worth taking a look at how domestic 
violence impacts healthcare for women 
and families in this country. 

According to a study by the Centers 
for Disease Control, the average cost of 
health care services for women is more 
than twice the average cost for men, 
and this is largely due to the costs and 
impact of domestic violence. 

The CDC estimates the direct health 
care costs associated with domestic vi-
olence to be around $4.1 billion every 
year. And we know this is a conserv-
ative estimate, because many victims 
never come forward. 

But we have a proven tool in this 
fight, and that is the protections in the 
Violence Against Women Act. Since 
the bill first went into effect in 1994, 
reporting has increased by 51 percent 
according to the Department of Jus-
tice. The FBI reports that the number 
of women killed by an intimate partner 
has decreased by 34 percent. And 
VAWA saved $12.6 billion in its first 7 
years alone. 

It is not just that women are safer 
because of VAWA, our economy also 
improves when domestic violence is 
successfully prevented, because fewer 
women are going to the emergency 
rooms, missing work, or deciding they 
cannot care for their children. 

I have had a chance to visit several 
crisis centers in New Hampshire who 
benefit directly from VAWA funding. 
Most recently, I visited the Monadnock 
Center for Violence Prevention in 
Keene, and had a chance to speak with 
caseworkers and survivors. I spoke 
with two women who told me that 
when they decided it was time to leave 
their abuser, they had no place else to 
go. 

And I asked them, ‘‘What would have 
happened if this center wasn’t here?’’ 

‘‘My husband would have killed me,’’ 
replied one woman. 

This is why we need to reauthorize 
the Violence Against Women Act. This 
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is about women who are in danger, and 
desperately need our help. 

I also had a chance to meet some 
children who were staying at the cen-
ter. And I would like to take a moment 
to talk about how important this bill is 
for them, both children who witness 
domestic violence, or are victims 
themselves. 

Centers all over New Hampshire and 
the United States have child advocacy 
programs that offer support groups for 
children. Dawn Reams, Director of the 
Bridges Crisis Center in Nashua, NH, 
described that they have a full-time 
child advocate who receives funding 
from VAWA. We know that children 
are particularly vulnerable and ill- 
equipped to deal with trauma. 

And this trauma affects them for 
their entire lives. A study by the World 
Health Organization found that chil-
dren raised in households where domes-
tic violence occurred are more likely 
to have behavioral problems, drop out 
of school early, and experience juvenile 
delinquency. A child who witnesses do-
mestic violence between his or her par-
ents is more likely to view violence as 
an acceptable method of conflict reso-
lution. Boys who witness domestic vio-
lence are more likely to become abus-
ers, and girls who witness domestic vi-
olence are more likely to become vic-
tims of domestic violence as adults. 

The advocate at Bridges does her best 
to prevent this cycle by providing safe-
ty planning for the children, teaching 
them that they can live a life free of 
violence. There is free preventive care 
for children. 

She told the story of one young boy, 
Brian, who was nervous about return-
ing to school. He was supposed to bring 
with him a story about something fun 
he had done over the summer. Brian 
was staying at Bridges with his moth-
er, and it had not been a fun summer. 
So the child advocate organized a 
barbeque in a park across the street 
from the crisis center. 

This is the type of healing we need 
more of, and we can start by reauthor-
izing the Violence Against Women Act. 
I urge all of my colleagues in the House 
to pass the Senate VAWA, for women, 
for children, for all survivors and for 
those that have not yet come forward. 

f 

REMEMBERING GAETANO ‘‘TOM’’ 
MAZZARELLA 

Mr. BLUMENTHAL. Mr. President, I 
rise today to pay tribute to the life of 
Gaetano ‘‘Tom’’ Mazzarella, an ad-
mired Connecticut constituent and 
Norwich resident, military hero, and 
beloved member of our veterans com-
munity. 

I had the privilege and honor of 
knowing Tom, who truly was extraor-
dinary in dedication to country, drive 
to service, and passionate loyalty to 
his fellow veterans. He was rich in per-
sonality and so warm and generous to 
me that I feel the loss almost as a fam-
ily member. 

The Nation will be forever indebted 
to Tom for his military service as a 

U.S. Marine and a member of the Con-
necticut Army National Guard. For ex-
traordinary bravery and sacrifice in 
the Pacific Theater during World War 
II, he was decorated with the Silver 
Star and Purple Heart. He also served 
courageously in the Korean war. But 
these honors reflected only part of the 
significance of his service. 

The city of Norwich will never forget 
Tom’s good-spirited dedication to com-
munity, gracious sense of humor, and 
engaging smile. He worked part-time 
at both the Norwich Ice Rink and the 
Norwich Golf Course. He also gave 
years of devoted, hard work to Electric 
Boat. 

Throughout his lifetime, his service 
to his country never ebbed or ended. 
Dressed in his Marine Corps dress 
blues, he inspired current military 
members, veterans, and citizens of Con-
necticut as a representative of ‘‘the 
greatest generation.’’ He and his broth-
ers would visit local groups, telling 
stories and sharing memories that dis-
played their genuine pride of their 
military service for a country that 
they loved deeply. He was an eloquent, 
moving speaker, who instilled national 
loyalty, civic duty, and the importance 
of public service at many parades, mili-
tary ceremonies, and veterans organi-
zations with memories of American 
bravery and sacrifice. 

Through my moving conversations 
with Tom—most recently at the ribbon 
cutting for Jewett City, Connecticut’s 
housing for homeless veterans—I came 
to know why he was a hero to so many. 
He inspired all to aspire to a life of 
valor and patriotism and to understand 
the true importance of working for the 
greater good. 

I ask my colleagues to join me in 
honoring Tom—a national hero and a 
hero for all who adored and knew him 
in daily life. He will live on through 
the love of country, strength, friend-
ship, and comradeship that he instilled, 
and continues to instill to this day on 
the floor of the Senate. 

f 

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

FROSTBURG, MARYLAND 

∑ Mr. CARDIN. Mr. President, I wish to 
recognize the 200th anniversary of the 
city of Frostburg in western Maryland. 
Frostburg is located in the moun-
tainous terrain of Alleghany County 
and sits on the eastern slope of Big 
Savage Mountain. Frostburg’s first set-
tlers arrived during the construction of 
the National Road in 1811; the first per-
manent residents settled there a year 
later, in 1812, which is the bicentennial 
we are observing September 14–16, 2012. 
The town was formally incorporated in 
1816. It was originally called Mount 
Pleasant but the name was changed to 
Frostburg, after Josiah and Meshach 
Frost. Meshach Frost built the city’s 
first house which later became home to 
the Stockton Stagecoach Company and 
prompted the construction of other ho-

tels and accommodations for travelers 
on the National Road. This traffic 
along the road contributed to the 
growth of the town as it became a reg-
ular stopping point. 

Although coal had been discovered 
near the town as early as 1782, difficul-
ties in transportation made mining in 
western Maryland impractical. But 
with the local development of the Bal-
timore & Ohio Railroad and the Chesa-
peake & Ohio Canal in the 1840s, coal 
mining began to flourish, providing 
tremendous economic opportunities for 
Frostburg. In 1846, Meshach Frost 
opened the Frostburg Coal Company 
and began to send the first large ship-
ments of coal to the east. Only 4 years 
later, numerous other companies be-
came active in the area, including the 
Allegany Coal Company, the Maryland 
Coal Company, and the Washington 
Coal Company. By 1863, the economy of 
Frostburg and the surrounding area 
was firmly tied to the increasingly 
profitable coal industry. Another in-
dustry to develop during this period 
was the manufacturing of fire bricks 
from high grade clays found in the 
area. In 1902, the Big Savage Fire Brick 
Company was formed and to this day is 
one of the major manufactures of fire 
bricks on the east coast. 

Frostburg State University, founded 
in 1898, was donated to the State by the 
citizens of Frostburg and was intended 
to train teachers for Maryland’s public 
schools. The school grew slowly from 
an original enrollment of 91 students 
and has expanded to serve over 6,000 
students today. The University has be-
come a major economic engine for the 
community and a hub for academic and 
cultural activity. 

I ask my colleagues to join me in 
congratulating Mayor W. Robert Flani-
gan and the residents of the city of 
Frostburg on its bicentennial birthday 
and 200 years of industry and inge-
nuity.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO DR. ROBIN W. 
MORGAN 

∑ Mr. COONS. Mr. President, it is with 
great pleasure that I wish to honor the 
exemplary service of Dr. Robin W. Mor-
gan as the dean of the College of Agri-
culture and Natural Resources at the 
University of Delaware. For the past 10 
years, Dr. Morgan has played an instru-
mental role in the expansion of agri-
cultural research in her department 
and the development of higher edu-
cation in our State. As she steps down 
from her position as dean to rejoin the 
University of Delaware’s faculty, I give 
my most sincere thanks to her and her 
staff for their diligent and enduring ef-
forts to maintain the College of Agri-
culture and Natural Resources’ reputa-
tion as one of the best in the Nation. 

Throughout her tenure as dean, Dr. 
Morgan conducted many studies that 
highlighted the substantial contribu-
tion of agriculture to Delaware’s econ-
omy. Through her research and profes-
sional leadership, she has relentlessly 
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