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(c) ELECTION.—Section 179(¢)(2) is amended
by striking ‘2013’ and inserting ¢‘2014”’.

(d) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments
made by this section shall apply to taxable
years beginning after December 31, 2012.

TITLE II—ESTATE TAX RELIEF
SEC. 201. MODIFICATIONS TO ESTATE, GIFT, AND
GENERATION-SKIPPING TRANSFER
TAXES.

(a) MODIFICATIONS TO ESTATE TAX.—

(1) EXCLUSION AMOUNT.—Paragraph (3) of
section 2010(c) is amended to read as follows:

¢(3) BASIC EXCLUSION AMOUNT.—For pur-
poses of this section, the basic exclusion
amount is $3,500,000.”.

(2) MAXIMUM ESTATE TAX RATE.—The table
in subsection (c) of section 2001 is amended
by striking ‘“‘Over $500,000° and all that fol-
lows and inserting the following:

Over $500,000 but not over $155,800, plus 37 percent
$750,000. of the excess of such
amount over $500,000.

Over $750,000 but not over $248,300, plus 39 percent

$1,000,000. of the excess of such
amount over $750,000.
Over $1,000,000 but not $345,800, plus 41 percent

over $1,250,000. of the excess of such
amount over $1,000,000.

$448,300, plus 43 percent
of the excess of such
amount over $1,250,000.

$555,800, plus 45 percent
of the excess of such
amount over
$1,500,000..

(b) MODIFICATIONS OF ESTATE AND GIFT
TAXES TO REFLECT DIFFERENCES IN CREDIT
RESULTING FROM DIFFERENT TAX RATES AND
EXCLUSION AMOUNTS.—

(1) CHANGING TAX RATES.—Notwithstanding
section 304 of the Tax Relief, Unemployment
Insurance Reauthorization, and Job Creation
Act of 2010, section 901 of the Economic
Growth and Tax Relief Reconciliation Act of
2001 shall not apply to the amendments made
by section 302(d) of the Tax Relief, Unem-
ployment Insurance Reauthorization, and
Job Creation Act of 2010.

(2) DECREASING EXCLUSIONS.—

(A) ESTATE TAX ADJUSTMENT.—Section 2001
is amended by adding at the end the fol-
lowing new subsection:

“(h) ADJUSTMENT TO REFLECT CHANGES IN
EXCLUSION AMOUNT.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—If, with respect to any
gift to which subsection (b)(2) applies, the
applicable exclusion amount in effect at the
time of the decedent’s death is less than such
amount in effect at the time such gift is
made by the decedent, the amount of tax
computed under subsection (b) shall be re-
duced by the amount of tax which would
have been payable under chapter 12 at the
time of the gift if the applicable exclusion
amount in effect at such time had been the
applicable exclusion amount in effect at the
time of the decedent’s death and the modi-
fications described in subsection (g) had been
applicable at the time of such gifts.

“(2) LIMITATION.—The aggregate amount of
gifts made in any calendar year to which the
reduction under paragraph (1) applies shall
not exceed the excess of—

‘“(A) the applicable exclusion amount in ef-
fect for such calendar year, over

‘“(B) the applicable exclusion amount in ef-
fect at the time of the decedent’s death.

‘“(3) APPLICABLE EXCLUSION AMOUNT.—The
term ‘applicable exclusion amount’ means,
with respect to any period, the amount de-
termined under section 2010(c) for such pe-
riod, except that in the case of any period for
which such amount includes the deceased
spousal unused exclusion amount (as defined
in section 2010(c)(4)), such term shall mean
the basic exclusion amount (as defined under
section 2010(c)(3), as in effect for such pe-
riod).”.

Over $1,250,000 but not
over $1,500,000.

Over $1,500,000 .................
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(B) GIFT TAX ADJUSTMENT.—Section 2502 is
amended by adding at the end the following
new subsection:

“(d) ADJUSTMENT TO REFLECT CHANGES IN
EXCLUSION AMOUNT.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—If the taxpayer made a
taxable gift in an applicable preceding cal-
endar period, the amount of tax computed
under subsection (a) shall be reduced by the
amount of tax which would have been pay-
able under chapter 12 for such applicable pre-
ceding calendar period if the applicable ex-
clusion amount in effect for such preceding
calendar period had been the applicable ex-
clusion amount in effect for the calendar
year for which the tax is being computed and
the modifications described in subsection (g)
had been applicable for such preceding cal-
endar period.

‘“(2) LIMITATION.—The aggregate amount of
gifts made in any applicable preceding cal-
endar period to which the reduction under
paragraph (1) applies shall not exceed the ex-
cess of—

““(A) the applicable exclusion amount for
such preceding calendar period, over

‘“(B) the applicable exclusion amount for
the calendar year for which the tax is being
computed.

““(3) APPLICABLE PRECEDING CALENDAR YEAR
PERIOD.—The term ‘applicable preceding cal-
endar year period’ means any preceding cal-
endar year period in which the applicable ex-
clusion amount exceeded the applicable ex-
clusion amount for the calendar year for
which the tax is being computed.

‘“(4) APPLICABLE EXCLUSION AMOUNT.—The
term ‘applicable exclusion amount’ means,
with respect to any period, the amount de-
termined under section 2010(c) for such pe-
riod, except that in the case of any period for
which such amount includes the deceased
spousal unused exclusion amount (as defined
in section 2010(c)(4)), such term shall mean
the basic exclusion amount (as defined under
section 2010(c)(3), as in effect for such pe-
riod).”.

(c) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments
made by this section shall apply to estates of
decedents dying, and generation-skipping
transfers and gifts made, after December 31,
2012.

(d) APPLICATION OF EGTRRA SUNSET.—Sec-
tion 901 of the Economic Growth and Tax Re-
lief Reconciliation Act shall apply to the
amendments made by subsection (a).

TITLE III—ALTERNATIVE MINIMUM TAX
RELIEF

TEMPORARY EXTENSION OF IN-

CREASED ALTERNATIVE MINIMUM

TAX EXEMPTION AMOUNT.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Paragraph (1) of section
55(d) is amended—

(1) by striking ‘‘$72,450 and all that fol-
lows through ‘“2011”° in subparagraph (A) and
inserting ‘‘$78,750 in the case of taxable years
beginning in 2012, and

(2) by striking ‘‘$47,450” and all that fol-
lows through ‘2011’ in subparagraph (B) and
inserting ‘‘$50,600 in the case of taxable years
beginning in 2012”°.

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments
made by this section shall apply to taxable
years beginning after December 31, 2011.

SEC. 302. TEMPORARY EXTENSION OF ALTER-
NATIVE MINIMUM TAX RELIEF FOR
NONREFUNDABLE PERSONAL CRED-
ITS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Paragraph (2) of section
26(a) is amended—

(1) by striking
2011, or 2012”, and

(2) by striking ‘‘2011”’ in the heading thereof
and inserting ‘‘2012”’.

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments
made by this section shall apply to taxable
years beginning after December 31, 2011.

SEC. 301.

“or 20117 and inserting
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TITLE IV—BUDGETARY EFFECTS
SEC. 401. BUDGETARY EFFECTS.

(a) PAYGO SCORECARD.—The budgetary ef-
fects of this Act shall not be entered on ei-
ther PAYGO scorecard maintained pursuant
to section 4(d) of the Statutory Pay-As-You-
Go Act of 2010.

(b) SENATE PAYGO SCORECARD.—The budg-
etary effects of this Act shall not be entered
on any PAYGO scorecard maintained for
purposes of section 201 of S. Con Res. 21
(110th Congress).

———

NOTICE OF HEARING
COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL
RESOURCES

Mr. BINGAMAN. Mr. President, I
would like to announce for the infor-
mation of the Senate and the public
that a hearing has been scheduled be-
fore the Committee on Energy and Nat-
ural Resources. The hearing will be
held on Tuesday, July 24, 2012, at 10
a.m., in room SD-366 of the Dirksen
Senate Office Building.

The purpose of the hearing is to as-
sess the opportunities for, current level
of investment in, and barriers to the
expanded usage of natural gas as a fuel
for transportation.

Because of the limited time available
for the hearing, witnesses may testify
by invitation only. However, those
wishing to submit written testimony
for the hearing record should send it to
the Committee on Energy and Natural
Resources, U.S. Senate, 304 Dirksen
Senate Office Building, Washington,
DC 20510-6150, or by email to
Meagan Gins@energy.senate.gov.

For further information, please con-
tact Jennifer Nekuda Malik at 202-224—
5479, or Kevin Rennert at 202-224-7826,
or Meagan Gins at 202-224-0883.

———

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO
MEET
COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE, NUTRITION, AND
FORESTRY

Mr. UDALL of Colorado. Mr. Presi-
dent, I ask unanimous consent that the
Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition,
and Forestry be authorized to hold a
hearing entitled, ‘Dodd-Frank Wall
Street Reform and Consumer Protec-
tion Act: 2 Years Later,” during the
session of the Senate on July 17, 2012,
at 10 a.m. in room SR-328A of the Rus-
sell Senate Office Building.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON BANKING, HOUSING, AND URBAN

AFFAIRS

Mr. UDALL of Colorado. Mr. Presi-
dent, I ask unanimous consent that the
Committee on Banking, Housing, and
Urban Affairs be authorized to meet
during the session of the Senate on
July 17, 2012, at 10 a.m., to conduct a
committee hearing entitled ‘‘The
Semiannual Monetary Policy Report to
Congress.”

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL
RESOURCES

Mr. UDALL of Colorado. Mr. Presi-

dent, I ask unanimous consent that the
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Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources be authorized to meet during
the session of the Senate on July 17,
2012, at 10 a.m., in room 366 of the Dirk-
sen Senate Office Building.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS

Mr. UDALL of Colorado. Mr. Presi-
dent, I ask unanimous consent that the
Committee on Foreign Relations be au-
thorized to meet during the session of
the Senate on July 17, 2012, at 9:30 a.m.,
to hold a hearing entitled, ‘‘“The Next
Ten Years in the Fight Against Human
Trafficking: Attacking the Problem
with the Right Tools.”

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

SELECT COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE

Mr. UDALL of Colorado. Mr. Presi-
dent, I ask unanimous consent that the
Select Committee on Intelligence be
authorized to meet during the session
of the Senate on July 17, 2012, at 2:30
p.m.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
PERMANENT SUBCOMMITTEE ON INVESTIGATIONS

Mr. UDALL of Colorado. Mr. Presi-
dent, I ask unanimous consent that the
Permanent Subcommittee on Inves-
tigations of the Committee on Home-
land Security and Governmental Af-
fairs be authorized to meet during the
session of the Senate on July 17, 2012,
at 9:30 a.m., to conduct a hearing enti-
tled ““U.S. Vulnerabilities to Money
Laundering, Drugs, and Terrorist Fi-
nancing: HSBC Case History.”

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

————
PRIVILEGES OF THE FLOOR

Mr. WHITEHOUSE. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that for the du-
ration of today’s session, Alex Link,
Rob Famigletti, and Samantha Free-
man, fellows on my Judiciary Com-
mittee staff, be granted floor privi-
leges.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

COMMENDING EFFORTS TO PRO-
MOTE AND ENHANCE PUBLIC
SAFETY

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Judiciary
Committee be discharged from further
consideration of S. Res. 483, and the
Senate proceed to its consideration.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The clerk will report the resolution
by title.

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 483) commending ef-
forts to promote and enhance public safety
on the need for yellow corrugated stainless
steel tubing bonding.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. DURBIN. I ask unanimous con-
sent the resolution be agreed to, the
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preamble be agreed to, the motions to
reconsider be laid upon the table, with
no intervening action or debate, and
any statements be printed in the
RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

The resolution, with its preamble,
reads as follows:

S. REs. 483

Whereas yellow corrugated stainless steel
tubing (referred to in this preamble as
“CSST”) is flexible gas piping used to con-
vey natural gas or propane to household ap-
pliances in homes and businesses;

Whereas since 1990, yellow CSST has been
installed in more than 6,000,000 homes and
businesses in the United States;

Whereas field reports and research suggest
that if direct or indirect lightning strikes a
structure, the risk for electrical arcing be-
tween the metal components in a structure
with yellow CSST may be reduced by means
of equipotential bonding and grounding;

Whereas proper bonding of CSST is defined
in section 7.13.2 of the 2009 edition of the
NFPA 54: National Fuel Gas Code, and is ref-
erenced in info note 2 in section 250.104 of the
2011 edition of the NFPA 70: National Elec-
tric Code;

Whereas the National Association of State
Fire Marshals supports the proper bonding of
yvellow CSST to current National Fire Pro-
tection Association Code to reduce the possi-
bility of gas leaks and fires from lightning
strikes;

Whereas the National Association of State
Fire Marshals is working to educate relevant
stakeholders, including fire, building, and
housing officials, consumers, homeowners,
and construction professionals about the
need to properly bond yellow CSST in legacy
installations and in all new installations in
accordance with the most recent building
codes and manufacturer installation instruc-
tions;

Whereas the bonding of yellow CSST in
legacy installations is an important public
safety matter that merits alerting home-
owners, relevant State and local fire, build-
ing, and housing officials, and construction
professionals such as electricians, contrac-
tors, plumbers, inspectors, and home-im-
provement specialists: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) commends efforts to promote and en-
hance public safety and consumer awareness
on proper bonding of yellow corrugated
stainless steel tubing (referred to in this res-
olution as ‘“CSST”) as defined in the Na-
tional Fire Protection Association Code; and

(2) encourages further educational efforts
for the public, relevant building and housing
officials, consumers, homeowners, and con-
struction professionals on the need to prop-
erly bond yellow CSST retroactively and
moving forward in houses that contain the
product.

483) was

———

MEASURE READ THE FIRST
TIME—S. 3393

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I under-
stand S. 3393 introduced earlier today
by Senator REID is at the desk, and I
ask for its first reading.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will read the bill by title for the
first time.

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:

July 17, 2012

A bill (S. 3393) to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to provide tax relief to
middle-class families.

Mr. DURBIN. I now ask for its second
reading and object to my own request.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ob-
jection having been heard, the bill will
be read for the second time on the next
legislative day.

———————

ORDERS FOR WEDNESDAY, JULY
18, 2012

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that when the Sen-
ate completes its business today, it ad-
journ until 9:30 a.m., on Wednesday,
July 18; that following the prayer and
pledge, the Journal of proceedings be
approved to date, the morning hour be
deemed expired, and the time for the
two leaders be reserved for their use
later in the day; that the majority
leader be recognized and the first hour
be equally divided and controlled be-
tween the two leaders or their des-
ignees, with the majority controlling
the first half and the Republicans con-
trolling the final half.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

PROGRAM

Mr. DURBIN. Today, the majority
leader filed cloture on the motion to
proceed to S. 3364, the Bring Jobs Home
Act. If no agreement is reached, the
cloture vote will be on Thursday.

—————

ADJOURNMENT UNTIL 9:30 A.M.
TOMORROW

Mr. DURBIN. If there is no further
business to come before the Senate, I
ask unanimous consent that it adjourn
under the previous order.

There being no objection, the Senate,
at 5:57 p.m., adjourned until Wednes-
day, July 18, 2012, at 9:30 a.m.

————

NOMINATIONS

Executive nominations received by
the Senate:

INSTITUTE OF AMERICAN INDIAN AND ALASKA
NATIVE CULTURE AND ARTS DEVELOPMENT

BIDTAH N. BECKER, OF NEW MEXICO, TO BE A MEMBER
OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE INSTITUTE OF
AMERICAN INDIAN AND ALASKA NATIVE CULTURE AND
ARTS DEVELOPMENT FOR A TERM EXPIRING MAY 19, 2018,
VICE PERRY R. EATON, TERM EXPIRED.

IN THE AIR FORCE

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICERS FOR APPOINTMENT
TO THE GRADE INDICATED IN THE REGULAR AIR FORCE
UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 531:

To be major

SEAN J. HISLOP
KINK A. KEEGAN III
LUCAS P. NEFF

IN THE ARMY

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICERS FOR APPOINTMENT
TO THE GRADE INDICATED IN THE UNITED STATES ARMY
MEDICAL CORPS UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTIONS 624
AND 3064:

To be major

CHAD S. ABBEY

BECKY A. ABELL
MARGARET J. ABUZEID
DOUGLAS R. ADAMS
MARY T. A. ADAMS
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