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Chicago’s South Side. And he began 
fighting courageously to break down 
barriers of racial discrimination in vot-
ing, housing and education. 

In 1949, George Leighton became an 
Assistant Illinois Attorney General. 
When he advised one group of African- 
Americans that the law did not pro-
hibit them from moving to the Cicero 
neighborhood, an all-white neighbor-
hood at the time, race riots erupted. 
Judge Leighton was indicted for incit-
ing the riot. An up-and-coming lawyer 
named Thurgood Marshall came to the 
defense of Judge Leighton, argued the 
case, and the indictment was dis-
missed. 

In 1964, Mayor Daley asked Leighton 
to run for circuit court judge, and he 
won the election in a landslide. He then 
moved into his office at 26th and Cal, 
the Cook County Criminal Courts 
Building. 

In 1969, Judge Leighton was ap-
pointed to the First District Appellate 
Court of Illinois, where he served as 
the first African-American judge on 
the Illinois Court of Appeals. Six years 
later, he was nominated by President 
Gerald Ford to serve as U.S. District 
court judge for the Northern District of 
Illinois. 

George Leighton has been a life-long 
champion of civil rights and equality. 
There is no more fitting a tribute than 
to name the building in which Judge 
Leighton first began practicing law 
some 66 years ago in his honor. 

Judge Leighton contributed to our 
understanding of justice. He stood up 
to powerful interests in defense of the 
truth and did not bend to pressure or 
prejudice in his pursuit of justice. He 
served the people of Illinois and the 
citizens of the United States proudly 
throughout his tenure on the bench. 

I thank Judge George Leighton for 
his service and join the Chicago com-
munity in congratulating him on this 
new honor. 
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HUNGARY 
Mr. CARDIN. Mr. President, a year 

ago, I shared with my colleagues con-
cerns I had about the trajectory of de-
mocracy in Hungary. Unfortunately, 
since then Hungary has moved ever far-
ther away from a broad range of norms 
relating to democracy and the rule of 
law. 

On June 6, David Kramer, the Presi-
dent of Freedom House who served as 
Assistant Secretary of State for De-
mocracy, Human Rights and Labor for 
President George W. Bush, summed up 
the situation. Releasing Freedom 
House’s latest edition of Nations in 
Transit Kramer said: ‘‘Hungarian 
Prime Minister Viktor Orbán and 
Ukrainian president Viktor 
Yanukovych, under the pretext of so- 
called reforms, have been systemati-
cally breaking down critical checks 
and balances. They appear to be pur-
suing the ‘Putinization’ of their coun-
tries.’’ 

The report further elaborates, ‘‘Hun-
gary’s precipitous descent is the most 

glaring example among the newer Eu-
ropean Union (EU) members. Its dete-
rioration over the past five years has 
affected institutions that form the bed-
rock of democratically accountable 
systems, including independent courts 
and media. Hungary’s negative trajec-
tory predated the current government 
of Prime Minister Viktor Orbán, but 
his drive to concentrate power over the 
past two years has forcefully propelled 
the trend.’’ 

Perhaps the most authoritative voice 
regarding this phenomenon is the 
Prime Minister himself. In a February 
2010 speech, Viktor Orbán criticized a 
system of governance based on plu-
ralism and called instead for: ‘‘a large 
centralized political field of power . . . 
designed for permanently governing.’’ 
In June of last year, he defended his 
plan to cement economic policy in so- 
called cardinal laws, which require a 
two-thirds vote in parliament to 
change, by saying, ‘‘It is no secret that 
in this respect I am tying the hands of 
the next government, and not only the 
next one but the following ten.’’ 

Checks and balances have been erod-
ed and power has been concentrated in 
the hands of officials whose extended 
terms of office will allow them to long 
outlive this government and the next. 
These include the public prosecutor, 
head of the state audit office, head of 
the national judicial office, and head of 
the media board. Those who have ex-
pressed concerns about these develop-
ments have good reason to be alarmed. 

I am particularly concerned about 
the independence of the judiciary 
which, it was reported this week, will 
be the subject of infringement pro-
ceedings launched by the European 
Commission, and Hungary’s new media 
law. Although there have been some 
cosmetic tweaks to the media law, the 
OSCE Representative on Freedom of 
the Media has argued that it remains 
highly problematic. Indeed, one expert 
has predicted that the most likely out-
come of the new law will be to squeeze 
out reporting on corruption. 

Hungary also adopted a new law on 
religion last year that had the stun-
ning effect of stripping hundreds of re-
ligions of their legal recognition en 
masse. Of the 366 faiths which pre-
viously had legal status in Hungary, 
only 14 were initially granted recogni-
tion under the new law. Remarkably, 
the power to decide what is or is not a 
religion is vested entirely and exclu-
sively in the hands of the legislature, 
making it a singularly politicized and 
arbitrary process. Of 84 churches that 
subsequently attempted to regain legal 
recognition, 66 were rejected without 
any explanation or legal rationale at 
all. The notion that the new frame-
work should be acceptable because the 
faiths of most Hungarian citizens are 
recognized is poor comfort for the mi-
nority who find themselves the victims 
of this discriminatory process. This 
law also stands as a negative example 
for many countries around the world 
just now beginning tenuous movement 
towards democracy and human rights. 

Finally, a year ago, I warned that 
‘‘[i]f one side of the nationalism coin is 
an excessive fixation on Hungarian eth-
nic identity beyond the borders, the 
other side is intolerance toward mi-
norities at home.’’ I am especially con-
cerned by an escalation of anti-Semitic 
acts which I believe have grown di-
rectly from the government’s own role 
in seeking to revise Hungary’s past. 

Propaganda against the 1920 Treaty 
of Trianon, which defines the current 
borders of Hungary, has manifested 
itself in several ways. Most concretely, 
the Hungarian government extended 
citizenship on the basis of ethnic or 
blood identity—something the govern-
ment of Viktor Orbán promised the 
Council of Europe in 2001 that it would 
not do and which failed to win popular 
support in a 2004 referendum. Second, 
the government extended voting rights 
to these new ethnic citizens in coun-
tries including Romania, Serbia, Slo-
vakia and Ukraine. This has combined 
with a rhetorical and symbolic fixation 
on ‘‘lost’’ Hungarian territories—ap-
parently the rationale for displaying 
an 1848 map of Greater Hungary during 
Hungary’s EU presidency last year. In 
this way, the government is effectively 
advancing central elements of the 
agenda of the extremist, anti-Semitic, 
anti-Roma Jobbik party. Moreover, im-
plicitly—but unmistakably—it is send-
ing the message that Hungary is no 
longer a civic state where political 
rights such as voting derive from citi-
zenship, but where citizenship derives 
from one’s ethnic status or blood iden-
tity. 

The most recent manifestation of 
this revisionism includes efforts to re-
habilitate convicted war criminal Al-
bert Wass and the bizarre spectacle of 
the Hungarian government’s role in a 
ceremony in neighboring Romania— 
over the objections of that country— 
honoring fascist writer and ideologue 
Joszef Nyiro. That event effectively 
saw the Speaker of the Hungarian Par-
liament, Laszlo Kover; the Hungarian 
State Secretary for Culture, Geza 
Szocs; and Gabor Vona, the leader of 
Hungary’s most notoriously extremist 
party, Jobbik, united in honoring 
Nyrio. Several municipalities have now 
seen fit to erect statues honoring 
Miklos Horthy, Hungary’s wartime 
leader, and the writings of Wass and 
Nyiro have been elevated onto the na-
tional curriculum. 

It is not surprising that this climate 
of intolerance and revisionism has gone 
hand-in-hand with an outbreak of in-
tolerance, such as the antiSemitic 
verbal assaults on a 90-year old Rabbi 
and on a journalist, an attack on a syn-
agogue menorah in Nagykanizsa, the 
vandalism of a Jewish memorial in Bu-
dapest and monuments honoring Raoul 
Wallenberg, the Blood Libel screed by a 
Jobbik MP just before Passover, and 
the recent revelation that a Jobbik MP 
requested—and received—a certificate 
from a genetic diagnostic company at-
testing that the MP did not have Jew-
ish or Romani ancestry. 
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We are frequently told that Fidesz is 

the party best positioned in Hungary 
to guard against the extremism of 
Jobbik. At the moment, there seems to 
be little evidence to support that 
claim. The campaign to rehabilitate 
fascist ideologues and leaders from 
World War II is dangerous and must 
stop. Ultimately, democracy and the 
rights of minorities will stand or fall 
together. 

Hungary is not just on the wrong 
track, it is heading down a dangerous 
road. The rehabilitation of disgraced 
World War II figures and the exaltation 
of blood and nation reek of a different 
era, which the community of democ-
racies—especially Europe—had hoped 
was gone for good. Today’s Hungary 
demonstrates that the battle against 
the worst human instincts is never 
fully won but must be fought in every 
generation. 
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YUKOS OIL COMPENSATION 

Mr. INHOFE. Mr. President, Russia’s 
weak rule of law is bad for the people 
of Russia, of course, but it also harms 
American citizens. As Congress con-
siders legislation directed at strength-
ening human rights and the rule of law 
in Russia, we also should address the 
economic impact on Americans, includ-
ing those Americans who are owed $12 
billion when Yukos Oil, in which they 
held 15 percent of its stock, was expro-
priated by the Russia Government. To 
date, none of the American owners of 
Yukos caught up in Russia’s re-
nationalization of this company has re-
ceived any compensation for this un-
lawful taking. And without a bilateral 
investment treaty, BIT, with Russia, 
the only recourse available to U.S. in-
vestors is for our State Department to 
espouse the case of its wronged citi-
zens. I support this course of action, 
and I ask unanimous consent to have 
printed in the RECORD a letter I wrote 
with Senator SCOTT BROWN to Sec-
retary Clinton last October 27, 2011, 
that addresses this issue. 

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 

U.S. SENATE, 
Washington, DC, October 27, 2011. 

Hon. HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON, 
Secretary of State, Department of State, C 

Street, NW., Washington, DC. 
DEAR MADAM SECRETARY: We are writing 

to ask that you seek compensation from 
Russia on behalf of hundreds of thousands of 
U.S. investors who have lost approximately 
$12 billion as a result of Russia’s expropria-
tion of Yukos Oil Company. With all other 
avenues exhausted for American investors, 
only espousal by the United States can help 
to bring this matter to an appropriate reso-
lution. 

American investors collectively owned ap-
proximately 15 percent of Yukos at the time 
the Russian authorities began dismantling 
the company. The American investors in 
Yukos included several public pension funds 
and more than 70 institutional investors in 
at least 17 States. There also were over 20,000 
individual American investors who owned 
Yukos shares directly, in addition to the 

hundreds of thousands who owned shares in-
directly through mutual funds. 

These investors have valid claims against 
Russia under international law, but they 
have no mechanism to assert these claims 
because there is no bilateral investment 
treaty (BIT) in force between the United 
States and Russia. Other foreign owners of 
Yukos have been able to initiate BIT claims, 
and a UK investor recently won such a case. 
In a unanimous decision, the arbitrators in 
the UK case concluded that Russia had ex-
propriated Yukos and that compensation was 
due. 

In June 2008, American investors formally 
petitioned the State Department to under-
take government-to-government negotia-
tions with Russia. We respectfully ask that 
you espouse the claims of these Americans 
and seek payment from the Government of 
Russia as soon as possible. 

Thank you for your consideration of our 
concerns. We look forward to hearing from 
you. 

Sincerely, 
JAMES M. INHOFE, 

U.S. Senator. 
SCOTT BROWN, 

U.S. Senator. 

f 

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

TRIBUTE TO JACK BOOKTER 

∑ Mrs. BOXER. Mr. President, today I 
am honored to pay tribute to Jack 
Bookter for his 45 years of extraor-
dinary service to the International 
Brotherhood of Teamsters in San Fran-
cisco. Throughout his career, Mr. 
Bookter has worked to ensure that the 
workers represented by his union have 
received just compensation under fair 
working conditions. 

After serving in the U.S. Navy and as 
a police officer in San Bruno, CA, Jack 
became a driver for United Parcel 
Service, UPS, where he also served as a 
shop steward who represented the in-
terests of his fellow drivers. For the 
past 36 years, he has served as sec-
retary treasurer for Teamsters Local 
278, which later became Local 2785. 
Jack Bookter has also served as chair-
man of the UPS Western Region Griev-
ance Panel and as a member of the pol-
icy committee representing the Team-
sters Joint Council 7 at the California 
Teamsters Public Affairs Council. 

Mr. Bookter is part of a long and 
proud tradition of union leaders who 
fight to give workers and their families 
the rights and opportunities they need 
to achieve the American dream. 

I join Mr. Bookter’s friends and col-
leagues in celebrating his career and 
much deserved retirement. I wish him 
well in this next chapter of his life, and 
I hope that he enjoys many more years 
of happiness with his wife Yvonne, as 
well as his daughters, Cathy, Jill, and 
Yvette.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO COLONEL DAVID E. 
ANDERSON 

∑ Mr. CARDIN. Mr. President, today I 
wish to recognize Colonel David E. An-
derson who will complete his 2-year 
tour of duty as commander and district 

engineer of the Baltimore District, 
Army Corps of Engineers, on July 20, 
2012. Colonel Anderson will officially 
retire from the United States Army 
Corps of Engineers at the end of the 
year. Colonel Anderson’s career has 
spanned 26 years of service where he 
has led both mechanized and airborne 
combat engineer units as well as com-
manding two USACE districts. 

Colonel Anderson excelled as the 
commander of the Baltimore District 
in the North Atlantic Division. He di-
rected the successful operation of flood 
risk mitigation, hurricane protection, 
environmental restoration, Federal 
navigation and other water resource 
work within a 49,000 square mile area 
and along 7,000 miles of the Chesapeake 
Bay’s environmentally sensitive shore-
line. Colonel Anderson led the district 
as it responded to the Nation’s Base 
Realignment and Closure 2005 mission, 
which brought a $7.2 billion construc-
tion and engineering effort to the Na-
tional Capital Region. 

During his career he has served as 
the commander of the Honolulu Dis-
trict and two tours as a legislative as-
sistant, including one tour as the legis-
lative assistant to the Vice Chief of 
Staff of the Army, and one tour as the 
legislative assistant to the Secretary 
of the Army. 

Colonel Anderson’s dedication to 
duty, loyalty to the Nation, and per-
sonal engagement with soldiers, civil-
ian personnel, and the public will be 
positively felt for years to come. His 
selfless service is in keeping with the 
highest traditions of the Corps of Engi-
neers. 

Kara Anderson, Colonel Anderson’s 
wife of 24 years, and his three children, 
also warrant our thanks. In addition to 
her unfailing support for her husband, 
she has played an active role in every 
military community that Colonel An-
derson’s career has taken him. The en-
tire family has made important sac-
rifices for our Nation and they, too, de-
serve our thanks. 

I ask my colleagues to join me today 
in recognizing the contributions Colo-
nel Anderson has made to the U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers, Baltimore 
District and wish him and his family 
well in his retirement.∑ 

f 

CONGRATULATING 2012 OLYMPIC 
QUALIFIERS 

∑ Mr. HELLER. Mr. President, today I 
wish to extend well-deserved congratu-
lations to four Nevadans who have 
earned the unique distinction of being 
named to the 2012 United States Olym-
pic Team. Amanda Bingson, Jake Dal-
ton, Connor Fields, and Michael Hunter 
will be competing in hammer throw, 
gymnastics, BMX, and boxing at the 
Olympic Games in London. I am proud 
to recognize some of our nation’s 
greatest athletes and members of Team 
USA who will represent the Silver 
State proudly. 

A Silverado High School alumni and 
UNLV sophomore, Amanda Bingson, 
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