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home. All together, the organization
provided 226,000 dialysis treatments in
our home State.

The organization regularly out-
performs the Nation in clinical quality,
with higher survival rates, more kid-
ney transplants, and lower hospitaliza-
tion rates. Moreover, Northwest Kid-
ney Centers founded and still operates
the Nation’s first nonhospital retail
pharmacy specializing in medications
for kidney patients. The organization
also manages unique special care units
for very frail patients, thus avoiding
hospitalizations and reducing costs.

Northwest Kidney Centers is a shin-
ing example of what it means to be a
community-based organization. Each
year Northwest Kidney Centers invests
millions of dollars in the community
with a variety of programs: charity
care and uncompensated dialysis;
training of kidney physicians; and
services for predialysis patients and
transplant recipients.

Finally, as we celebrate this historic
50-year milestone, I would like to rec-
ognize the entire Northwest Kidney
Centers community—patients, staff,
donors, supporters, and volunteers—for
their dedication and commitment to
improving the lives of kidney patients
in our State. I salute them for their re-
markable achievements and successes
and look forward to the next 50 years
of outstanding service and patient
care.e

—————

FLANDREAU SANTEE SIOUX TRIBE
POW WOW

e Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, today 1
wish to recognize the 50th Anniversary
of the Flandreau Santee Sioux Tribe
Pow wow in Flandreau, SD.

The Flandreau Santee Sioux Tribe is
located in Moody County and gained
full recognition in 1934. Beginning in
1962, the Pow wow became an annual,
cultural event. Originally, pow wows
were a time for religious ceremonies
and the celebration of life. Held in the
spring, it was a time for the commu-
nity to come together to meet up with
old friends and make new ones. The
Pow wow is still a community event
used to strengthen and preserve the
Native American culture for genera-
tions to come.

The rich culture of tradition is shown
in the dancing, the clothing, the food
and the community that comes to-
gether every year for this unique and
extraordinary event.

I wish to offer my congratulations to
the members of the Flandreau Santee
Sioux Tribe on this milestone anniver-
sary and wish them continued pros-
perity in the years to come.®

————

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE

At 12:44 p.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Mrs. Cole, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House has passed the
following bill, without amendment:

S. 2061. An act to provide for an exchange
of land between the Department of Homeland
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Security and the South Carolina State Ports
Authority.

The message also announced that the
House has passed the following bills, in
which it requests the concurrence of
the Senate:

H.R. 4114. An act to increase, effective as of
December 1, 2012, the rates of compensation
for veterans with service-connected disabil-
ities and the rates of dependency and indem-
nity compensation for the survivors of cer-
tain disabled veterans, and for other pur-
poses.

H.R. 4155. An act to direct the head of each
Federal department and agency to treat rel-
evant military training as sufficient to sat-
isfy training or certification requirements
for Federal licenses.

H.R. 4367. An act to amend the Electronic
Fund Transfer Act to limit the fee disclosure
requirement for an automatic teller machine
to the screen of that machine.

H.R. 5892. An act to improve hydropower,
and for other purposes.

———

MEASURES REFERRED

The following bills were read the first
and the second times by unanimous
consent, and referred as indicated:

H.R. 4114. An act to increase, effective as of
December 1, 2012, the rates of compensation
for veterans with service-connected disabil-
ities and the rates of dependency and indem-
nity compensation for the survivors of cer-
tain disabled veterans, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Veterans’ Af-
fairs.

H.R. 5889. An act to amend title 18, United
States Code, to provide for protection of
maritime navigation and prevention of nu-
clear terrorism, and for other purposes; to
the Committee on the Judiciary.

H.R. 5892. An act to improve hydropower,
and for other purposes; to the Committee on
Energy and Natural Resources.

———————

MEASURES PLACED ON THE
CALENDAR

The following bill was read the sec-
ond time, and placed on the calendar:

S. 3364. A bill to provide an incentive for
businesses to bring jobs back to America.

———

MEASURES READ THE FIRST TIME

The following bill was read the first
time:

S. 3369. A bill to amend the Federal Elec-
tion Campaign Act of 1971 to provide for ad-
ditional disclosure requirements for corpora-
tions, labor organizations, Super PACs and
other entities, and for other purposes.

———

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES

The following reports of committees
were submitted:

By Mrs. BOXER, from the Committee on
Environment and Public Works, without
amendment:

H.R. 1791. A bill to designate the United
States courthouse under construction at 101
South United States Route 1 in Fort Pierce,
Florida, as the ‘“‘Alto Lee Adams, Sr., United
States Courthouse’.

S. 3304. A bill to redesignate the Environ-
mental Protection Agency Headquarters lo-
cated at 1200 Pennsylvania Avenue N.W. in
Washington, D.C., as the ‘“William Jefferson
Clinton Federal Building”, to redesignate
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the Federal building and United States
Courthouse located at 200 East Wall Street
in Midland, Texas, as the ‘‘George H.W. Bush
and George W. Bush United States Court-
house and George Mahon Federal Building”’,
and to designate the Federal building hous-
ing the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Fire-
arms, and Explosives Headquarters located
at 99 New York Avenue N.E., Washington
D.C., as the ‘“Eliot Ness ATF Building”’, and
for other purposes.

S. 3311. A bill to designate the United
States courthouse located at 2601 2nd Avenue
North, Billings, Montana, as the ‘‘James F.
Battin United States Courthouse”.

———

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND
JOINT RESOLUTIONS

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated:

By Mr. KOHL:

S. 3365. A bill to authorize the Attorney
General to award grants to State courts to
develop and implement State court inter-
preter programs; to the Committee on the
Judiciary.

By Mrs. FEINSTEIN (for herself, Mr.
CHAMBLISS, Mr. BURR, Mr. WARNER,
Mr. NELSON of Florida, Mr. RUBIO,
Mr. UpALL of Colorado, and Mr.
BLUNT):

S. 3366. A bill to designate the Haqgani
network as a foreign terrorist organization;
to the Committee on Foreign Relations.

By Mr. BURR:

S. 3367. A bill to deter the disclosure to the
public of evidence or information on United
States covert actions by prohibiting security
clearances to individuals who make such dis-
closures; to the Select Committee on Intel-
ligence.

By Mr. ROBERTS:

S. 3368. A bill to amend the Food and Nu-
trition Act to prohibit the provision of funds
made available to carry out that Act in any
State that allows income deductions for con-
trolled substances, including medical mari-
juana; to the Committee on Agriculture, Nu-
trition, and Forestry.

By Mr. WHITEHOUSE (for himself, Mr.
UDpALL of New Mexico, Mr. FRANKEN,
Mr. SCHUMER, Mr. NELSON of Florida,
Mr. BENNET, Mr. MERKLEY, Mrs. SHA-
HEEN, and Mr. BROWN of Ohio):

S. 3369. A Dbill to amend the Federal Elec-
tion Campaign Act of 1971 to provide for ad-
ditional disclosure requirements for corpora-
tions, labor organizations, Super PACs and
other entities, and for other purposes; read
the first time.

————

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS

S. 119

At the request of Mr. VITTER, the
name of the Senator from Indiana (Mr.
CoATs) was added as a cosponsor of S.
119, a bill to preserve open competition
and Federal Government neutrality to-
wards the labor relations of Federal
Government contractors on Federal
and federally funded construction
projects.

S. 344

At the request of Mr. REID, the name
of the Senator from Louisiana (Ms.
LANDRIEU) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 344, a bill to amend title 10, United
States Code, to permit certain retired
members of the uniformed services who
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have a service-connected disability to
receive both disability compensation
from the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs for their disability and either re-
tired pay by reason of their years of
military service or Combat-Related
Special Compensation, and for other
purposes.
S. 362
At the request of Mr. WHITEHOUSE,
the name of the Senator from Florida
(Mr. NELSON) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 362, a bill to amend the Public
Health Service Act to provide for a
Pancreatic Cancer Initiative, and for
other purposes.
S. 534
At the request of Mr. KERRY, the
name of the Senator from Michigan
(Mr. LEVIN) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 534, a bill to amend the Internal
Revenue Code of 1986 to provide a re-
duced rate of excise tax on beer pro-
duced domestically by certain small
producers.
S. 818
At the request of Mr. KERRY, the
name of the Senator from Delaware
(Mr. CARPER) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 818, a bill to amend title XVIII of
the Social Security Act to count a pe-
riod of receipt of outpatient observa-
tion services in a hospital toward satis-
fying the 3-day inpatient hospital re-
quirement for coverage of skilled nurs-
ing facility services under Medicare.
S. 1173
At the request of Mr. WYDEN, the
names of the Senator from Connecticut
(Mr. BLUMENTHAL) and the Senator
from Tennessee (Mr. ALEXANDER) were
added as cosponsors of S. 1173, a bill to
amend title XVIII of the Social Secu-
rity Act to modernize payments for
ambulatory surgical centers under the
Medicare program.
S. 1221
At the request of Mrs. SHAHEEN, the
name of the Senator from Virginia (Mr.
WEBB) was added as a cosponsor of S.
1221, a bill to provide grants to better
understand and reduce gestational dia-
betes, and for other purposes.
S. 1299
At the request of Mr. MORAN, the
names of the Senator from Virginia
(Mr. WARNER) and the Senator from
Rhode Island (Mr. REED) were added as
cosponsors of S. 1299, a bill to require
the Secretary of the Treasury to mint
coins in commemoration of the centen-
nial of the establishment of Lions
Clubs International.
S. 1397
At the request of Mr. CARPER, the
name of the Senator from New York
(Mrs. GILLIBRAND) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1397, a bill to amend the
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to pro-
vide for an investment tax credit re-
lated to the production of electricity
from offshore wind.
S. 1578
At the request of Mr. TOOMEY, the
name of the Senator from Florida (Mr.
RUBIO) was added as a cosponsor of S.
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1578, a bill to amend the Safe Drinking
Water Act with respect to consumer
confidence reports by community
water systems.
S. 1728
At the request of Mr. BROWN of Mas-
sachusetts, the names of the Senator
from Idaho (Mr. RISCH), the Senator
from Alabama (Mr. SESSIONS), the Sen-
ator from Georgia (Mr. ISAKSON), the
Senator from Oklahoma (Mr. COBURN),
the Senator from North Dakota (Mr.
HOEVEN), the Senator from Missouri
(Mr. BLUNT), the Senator from Texas
(Mrs. HUTCHISON), the Senator from Ar-
izona (Mr. KyYL), the Senator from
Maine (Ms. COLLINS), the Senator from
Texas (Mr. CORNYN), the Senator from
Arizona (Mr. MCcCAIN), the Senator
from Florida (Mr. RUBIO), the Senator
from South Dakota (Mr. THUNE), the
Senator from Mississippi (Mr. WICKER),
the Senator from Iowa (Mr. GRASSLEY),
the Senator from Tennessee (Mr. ALEX-
ANDER), the Senator from Arkansas
(Mr. BOOZMAN), the Senator from Indi-
ana (Mr. LUGAR), the Senator from
Maine (Ms. SNOWE), the Senator from
Alaska (Ms. MURKOWSKI), the Senator
from Nebraska (Mr. JOHANNS), the Sen-
ator from Mississippi (Mr. COCHRAN),
the Senator from Kansas (Mr. ROB-
ERTS), the Senator from Wyoming (Mr.
BARRASSO), the Senator from Utah (Mr.
HATCH), the Senator from New Hamp-
shire (Ms. AYOTTE) and the Senator
from Ohio (Mr. PORTMAN) were added
as cosponsors of S. 1728, a bill to amend
title 18, United States Code, to estab-
lish a criminal offense relating to
fraudulent claims about military serv-
ice.
S. 1796
At the request of Mr. ISAKSON, the
name of the Senator from Florida (Mr.
RUBIO) was added as a cosponsor of S.
1796, a bill to make permanent the In-
ternal Revenue Service Free File pro-
gram.
S. 1838
At the request of Mr. BAuUcUS, the
name of the Senator from Minnesota
(Mr. FRANKEN) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 1838, a bill to require the Sec-
retary of Veterans Affairs to carry out
a pilot program on service dog training
therapy, and for other purposes.
S. 1884
At the request of Mr. DURBIN, the
name of the Senator from Virginia (Mr.
WEBB) was added as a cosponsor of S.
1884, a bill to provide States with in-
centives to require elementary schools
and secondary schools to maintain, and
permit school personnel to administer,
epinephrine at schools.
S. 1935
At the request of Mrs. HAGAN, the
names of the Senator from Vermont
(Mr. SANDERS) and the Senator from
New Hampshire (Mrs. SHAHEEN) were
added as cosponsors of S. 1935, a bill to
require the Secretary of the Treasury
to mint coins in recognition and cele-
bration of the 756th anniversary of the
establishment of the March of Dimes
Foundation.
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S. 2078
At the request of Mr. MENENDEZ, the
name of the Senator from Connecticut
(Mr. LIEBERMAN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 2078, a bill to enable Fed-
eral and State chartered banks and
thrifts to meet the credit needs of the
Nation’s home builders, and to provide
liquidity and ensure stable credit for
meeting the Nation’s need for new
homes.
S. 2189
At the request of Mr. HARKIN, the
names of the Senator from Oregon (Mr.
MERKLEY) and the Senator from Mon-
tana (Mr. TESTER) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 2189, a bill to amend the
Age Discrimination in Employment
Act of 1967 and other laws to clarify ap-
propriate standards for Federal anti-
discrimination and antiretaliation
claims, and for other purposes.
S. 2237
At the request of Mr. REID, the name
of the Senator from Delaware (Mr.
CooNs) was added as a cosponsor of S.
2237, a bill to provide a temporary in-
come tax credit for increased payroll
and extend bonus depreciation for an
additional year, and for other purposes.
S. 2320
At the request of Ms. AYOTTE, the
name of the Senator from California
(Mrs. BOXER) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 2320, a bill to direct the American
Battle Monuments Commission to pro-
vide for the ongoing maintenance of
Clark Veterans Cemetery in the Repub-
lic of the Philippines, and for other
purposes.
S. 2374
At the request of Mr. BINGAMAN, the
name of the Senator from New York
(Mrs. GILLIBRAND) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 2374, a bill to amend the
Helium Act to ensure the expedient
and responsible draw-down of the Fed-
eral Helium Reserve in a manner that
protects the interests of private indus-
try, the scientific, medical, and indus-
trial communities, commercial users,
and Federal agencies, and for other
purposes.
S. 2620
At the request of Mr. SCHUMER, the
name of the Senator from Maine (Ms.
SNOWE) was added as a cosponsor of S.
2620, a bill to amend title XVIII of the
Social Security Act to provide for an
extension of the Medicare-dependent
hospital (MDH) program and the in-
creased payments under the Medicare
low-volume hospital program.
S. 3199
At the request of Mr. LUGAR, his
name was added as a cosponsor of S.
3199, a bill to amend the Immigration
and Nationality Act to stimulate inter-
national tourism to the United States
and for other purposes.
S. 3204
At the request of Mr. JOHANNS, the
names of the Senator from Connecticut
(Mr. LIEBERMAN), the Senator from
Idaho (Mr. CRAPO), the Senator from
Connecticut (Mr. BLUMENTHAL) and the
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Senator from Texas (Mrs. HUTCHISON)
were added as cosponsors of S. 3204, a
bill to address fee disclosure require-
ments under the Electronic Fund
Transfer Act, and for other purposes.
S. 3236
At the request of Mr. PRYOR, the
names of the Senator from Alaska (Ms.
MURKOWSKI) and the Senator from Min-
nesota (Mr. FRANKEN) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 3236, a bill to amend title
38, United States Code, to improve the
protection and enforcement of employ-
ment and reemployment rights of
members of the uniformed services,
and for other purposes.
S. 3237
At the request of Mr. WHITEHOUSE,
the name of the Senator from Montana
(Mr. TESTER) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 3237, a bill to provide for the es-
tablishment of a Commission to Accel-
erate the End of Breast Cancer.
S. 3267
At the request of Mr. SCHUMER, the
name of the Senator from Michigan
(Ms. STABENOW) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 3267, a bill to amend the Inter-
nal Revenue Code of 1986 to extend and
modify the American Opportunity Tax
Credit, and for other purposes.
S. 3280
At the request of Mr. JOHANNS, the
name of the Senator from Utah (Mr.
HATCH) was added as a cosponsor of S.
3280, a bill to preserve the companion-
ship services exemption for minimum
wage and overtime pay under the Fair
Labor Standards Act of 1938.
S. 3302
At the request of Mr. PAUL, the name
of the Senator from Georgia (Mr. ISAK-
SON) was added as a cosponsor of S.
3302, a bill to establish an air travelers’
bill of rights, to implement those
rights, and for other purposes.
S. 3308
At the request of Mr. HELLER, the
name of the Senator from Maine (Ms.
CoLLINS) was added as a cosponsor of S.
3308, a bill to amend title 38, United
States Code, to improve the furnishing
of benefits for homeless veterans who
are women or who have dependents,
and for other purposes.
S. 3318
At the request of Mrs. BOXER, the
name of the Senator from Minnesota
(Mr. FRANKEN) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 3318, a bill to amend title 38,
United States Code, to prohibit the use
of the phrases GI Bill and Post-9/11 GI
Bill to give a false impression of ap-
proval or endorsement by the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs, and for other
purposes.
S. 3326
At the request of Mr. BAUCUS, the
name of the Senator from Illinois (Mr.
DURBIN) was added as a cosponsor of S.
3326, a bill to amend the African
Growth and Opportunity Act to extend
the third-country fabric program and
to add South Sudan to the list of coun-
tries eligible for designation under that
Act, to make technical corrections to
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the Harmonized Tariff Schedule of the
United States relating to the textile
and apparel rules of origin for the Do-
minican Republic-Central America-
United States Free Trade Agreement,
to approve the renewal of import re-
strictions contained in the Burmese
Freedom and Democracy Act of 2003,
and for other purposes.
S.J. RES. 43
At the request of Mr. MCCONNELL,
the names of the Senator from Con-
necticut (Mr. LIEBERMAN) and the Sen-
ator from Florida (Mr. RUBIO) were
added as cosponsors of S.J. Res. 43, a
joint resolution approving the renewal
of import restrictions contained in the
Burmese Freedom and Democracy Act
of 2003, and for other purposes.
S. RES. 429
At the request of Mr. WICKER, the
name of the Senator from New Jersey
(Mr. LAUTENBERG) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. Res. 429, a resolution sup-
porting the goals and ideals of World
Malaria Day.
S. RES. 448
At the request of Mrs. BOXER, the
name of the Senator from Connecticut
(Mr. BLUMENTHAL) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. Res. 448, a resolution rec-
ognizing the 100th anniversary of Ha-
dassah, the Women’s Zionist Organiza-
tion of America, Inc.
S. RES. 513
At the request of Mrs. GILLIBRAND,
the name of the Senator from New
York (Mr. SCHUMER) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. Res. 513, a resolution rec-
ognizing the 200th anniversary of the
War of 1812, which was fought between
the United States of America and
Great Britain beginning on June 18,
1812, in response to British violations
of neutral rights of the United States,
seizure of ships of the United States,
restriction of trade between the United
States and other countries, and the im-
pressment of sailors of the United
States into the Royal Navy.

————

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS

By Mr. KOHL:

S. 3365. A bill to authorize the Attor-
ney General to award grants to State
courts to develop and implement State
court interpreter programs; to the
Committee on the Judiciary.

Mr. KOHL. Mr. President, today I in-
troduce the State Court Interpreter
Grant Program Act of 2012. This legis-
lation would create a modest grant
program to provide much needed finan-
cial assistance to States for developing
and implementing effective State court
interpreter programs. This would help
to ensure fair trials for individuals
with limited English proficiency.

States are already legally required,
under Title VI of the Civil Rights Act
of 1964, to take reasonable steps to pro-
vide meaningful access to court pro-
ceedings for individuals with limited
English proficiency. Unfortunately,
however, court interpreting services
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vary greatly by State. Some States
have highly developed programs. Oth-
ers are trying to get programs up and
running, but lack adequate funds. Still
others have no interpreter certification
program at all. It is critical that we
protect the constitutional right to a
fair trial by adequately funding State
court interpreter programs.

Our States are finding themselves in
an impossible position. Qualified inter-
preters are in short supply because it is
difficult to find individuals who are
both bilingual and well-versed in legal
terminology. The skills required of a
court interpreter differ significantly
from those required of other inter-
preters or translators. Legal English is
a highly particularized area of the lan-
guage and requires special training. Al-
though anyone with fluency in a for-
eign language could attempt to trans-
late a court proceeding, the best inter-
preters are those that have been tested
and certified as official court inter-
preters.

Making the problem worse, States
continue to fall further behind as the
number of Americans with limited
English proficiency and therefore the
demand for court interpreter services
continues to grow. According to the
most recent Census data, 21 percent of
the population over age five speaks a
language other than English at home.
In 2010, the number of people in this
country who spoke English less than
“very well” was more than 25 million,
compared to 23 million in 2005. In 2010,
New York had almost 2.5 million.
Texas had nearly 3.4 million. California
had almost 6.9 million.

The shortage of qualified interpreters
has become a national problem, and it
has serious consequences. In Pennsyl-
vania, a committee established by the
state Supreme Court called the State’s
interpreter program ‘‘backward,” and
said that the lack of qualified inter-
preters ‘‘undermines the ability of the

. court system to determine facts
accurately and to dispense justice fair-
ly.”” When interpreters are unqualified,
or untrained, mistakes are made. The
result is that the fundamental right to
due process is too often lost in trans-
lation, and because the lawyers and
judges are not interpreters, these mis-
takes often go unnoticed.

Some of the stories associated with
this problem are simply unbelievable.
In Pennsylvania, for instance, a hus-
band accused of abusing his wife was
asked to translate as his wife testified
in court. In Ohio, a woman was wrong-
ly placed on suicide watch after an un-
qualified interpreter mistranslated her
words. In testimony before the Judici-
ary Committee, Justice Kennedy de-
scribed a particularly alarming situa-
tion where bilingual jurors can under-
stand what the witness is saying and
then interrupt the proceeding when an
interpreter has not accurately rep-
resented the witness’ testimony. Jus-
tice Kennedy agreed that the lack of
qualified court interpreters poses a sig-
nificant threat to our judicial system,
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