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the University of Maryland and is just one
more title away from tying her former
coach, Cindy Timchal, for the most NCAA
championships;

Whereas, as a college athlete, Kelly
Amonte Hiller earned All-American honors
in both Women’s Lacrosse and Soccer;

Whereas, as a lacrosse player at the Uni-
versity of Maryland, Kelly Amonte Hiller
was a 4-time All-American and the school’s
record holder for career goals (187), assists
(132), and points (319, which is 70 more points
than the second-place holder);

Whereas, for nearly a decade, Kelly
Amonte Hiller played for the United States
Women’s National Team, leading the United
States to the International Federation of
Women’s Lacrosse Associations World Cup
titles in 1997 and 2001;

Whereas Kelly Amonte Hiller was named
to the Atlantic Coast Conference 50th Anni-
versary Women’s Lacrosse Team in 2002 and
to the NCAA Division I 25th Anniversary
Women'’s Lacrosse Team in 2006; and

Whereas the State of Illinois celebrates the
Wildcats’s seventh championship and com-
mends the fans, players, and coaches of all
the teams that competed in the 2012 NCAA
Women’s Lacrosse Division I Championship;
Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) congratulates the Northwestern Wild-
cats Women’s Lacrosse Team (referred to in
this resolution as the ‘““Wildcats’) on win-
ning the 2012 National Collegiate Athletic
Association Division I Women’s Lacrosse
Championship; and

(2) commends the Wildcats players and
their fans, as well as head coach Kelly
Amonte Hiller, on winning their seventh
title in the last 8 years.

—————

SENATE RESOLUTION  518—CON-
GRATULATING THE SOUTHERN
BAPTIST CONVENTION FOR
ELECTION REVEREND FRED
LUTER, JR., AS THE PRESIDENT

OF THE SOUTHERN BAPTIST
CONVENTION, ACKNOWLEDGING
REVEREND LUTER’S UNIQUE
ROLE AS THE FIRST AFRICAN-
AMERICAN LEADER OF THE
SOUTHERN BAPTIST CONVEN-

TION, AND HONORING THE COM-
MITMENT OF THE SOUTHERN
BAPTIST CONVENTION TO AN IN-
CLUSIVE FAITH-BASED COMMU-
NITY AND SOCIETY

Ms. LANDRIEU submitted the fol-
lowing resolution; which was referred
to the Committee on the Judiciary:
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Whereas the Southern Baptist Convention
formed in 1845 in Augusta, Georgia, in oppo-
sition to the abolition of slavery;

Whereas the Southern Baptist Convention
supported racial segregation for much of the
twentieth century;

Whereas the Southern Baptist Convention
issued a resolution stating that the Conven-
tion sought to purge itself and society of all
racism in 1978;

Whereas the Southern Baptist Convention
issued a resolution denouncing racism as a
deplorable sin in 1995;

Whereas, in 2012, the Southern Baptist
Convention is a cooperative of more than
45,000 churches that seek diligently to bring
about greater racial and ethnic representa-
tion at every level of Southern Baptist insti-
tutional life;

Whereas Reverend Fred Luter, Jr., was
born on November 11, 1956, in New Orleans,
Louisiana;
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Whereas Reverend Luter preached his first
church sermon in 1983 at the Law Street
Baptist Church in New Orleans, Louisiana;

Whereas Reverend Luter became the pastor
of Franklin Avenue Baptist Church in 1986;

Whereas, under the leadership of Reverend
Luter, the Franklin Avenue Baptist Church
community grew from 65 members in 1986 to
more than 7,000 members in 2005;

Whereas the Franklin Avenue Baptist
Church was destroyed in 2005 by Hurricane
Katrina and lost approximately 2,000 mem-
bers;

Whereas Reverend Luter, in cooperation
with Reverend David Crosby, found a tem-
porary home for Franklin Avenue Baptist
Church during the aftermath of Hurricane
Katrina;

Whereas, continuing that spirit of coopera-
tion, Reverend Crosby nominated Reverend
Luter to become president of the Southern
Baptist Convention;

Whereas Reverend Luter was elected to be
the first African-American president of the
Southern Baptist Convention on June 19,
2012; and

Whereas the election of Reverend Luter
brings great pride and honor to the member-
ship of the Southern Baptist Convention:
Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) congratulates the Southern Baptist
Convention for electing Reverend Fred
Luter, Jr., as the president of the Southern
Baptist Convention;

(2) acknowledges Reverend Luter’s unique
role as the first African-American leader of
the Southern Baptist Convention; and

(3) honors the commitment of the South-
ern Baptist Convention to an inclusive faith-
based community and society.

———

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLU-
TION 51—PROVIDING FOR A CON-
DITIONAL ADJOURNMENT OR RE-
CESS OF THE SENATE AND AN
ADJOURNMENT OF THE HOUSE
OF REPRESENTATIVES

Mr. REID of Nevada (for himself and
Mr. MCCONNELL) submitted the fol-
lowing concurrent resolution; which
was considered and agreed to:

S. CoN. RES. 51

Resolved by the Senate (the House of Rep-
resentatives concurring), That when the Sen-
ate recesses or adjourns on any day from Fri-
day, June 29, 2012, through Monday, July 2,
2012, on a motion offered pursuant to this
concurrent resolution by its Majority Leader
or his designee, it stand recessed or ad-
journed until 12:00 noon on Monday, July 9,
2012, or such other time on that day as may
be specified by its Majority Leader or his
designee in the motion to recess or adjourn,
or until the time of any reassembly pursuant
to section 2 of this concurrent resolution,
whichever occurs first; and that when the
House adjourns on any legislative day from
Friday, June 29, 2012, through Friday, July 6,
2012, on a motion offered pursuant to this
concurrent resolution by its majority leader
or his designee, it stand adjourned until 2:00
p.m. on Monday, July 9, 2012, or until the
time of any reassembly pursuant to section 2
of this concurrent resolution, whichever oc-
curs first.

SEC. 2. The Majority Leader of the Senate
and the Speaker of the House, or their re-
spective designees, acting jointly after con-
sultation with the Minority Leader of the
Senate and the Minority Leader of the
House, shall notify the Members of the Sen-
ate and House, respectively, to reassemble at
such place and time as they may designate
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if, in their opinion, the public interest shall
warrant it.

———

AMENDMENTS SUBMITTED AND
PROPOSED

SA 2489. Mr. REID (for Mrs. HUTCHISON (for
herself and Mr. INHOFE)) proposed an amend-
ment to the bill S. 1335, to amend title 49,
United States Code, to provide rights for pi-
lots, and for other purposes.

———
TEXT OF AMENDMENTS
SA 2489. Mr. REID (for Mrs.

HUTCHISON (for herself and Mr. INHOFE))
proposed an amendment to the bill S.
1335, to amend title 49, United States
Code, to provide rights for pilots, and
for other purposes; as follows:

Strike all after the enacting clause and in-
sert the following:

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Pilot’s Bill
of Rights”’.

SEC. 2. FEDERAL AVIATION ADMINISTRATION EN-
FORCEMENT PROCEEDINGS AND
ELIMINATION OF DEFERENCE.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Any proceeding con-
ducted under subpart C, D, or F of part 821 of
title 49, Code of Federal Regulations, relat-
ing to denial, amendment, modification, sus-
pension, or revocation of an airman certifi-
cate, shall be conducted, to the extent prac-
ticable, in accordance with the Federal
Rules of Civil Procedure and the Federal
Rules of Evidence.

(b) ACCESS TO INFORMATION.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided under
paragraph (3), the Administrator of the Fed-
eral Aviation Administration (referred to in
this section as the ‘‘Administrator’’) shall
provide timely, written notification to an in-
dividual who is the subject of an investiga-
tion relating to the approval, denial, suspen-
sion, modification, or revocation of an air-
man certificate under chapter 447 of title 49,
United States Code.

(2) INFORMATION REQUIRED.—The notifica-
tion required under paragraph (1) shall in-
form the individual—

(A) of the nature of the investigation;

(B) that an oral or written response to a
Letter of Investigation from the Adminis-
trator is not required;

(C) that no action or adverse inference can
be taken against the individual for declining
to respond to a Letter of Investigation from
the Administrator;

(D) that any response to a Letter of Inves-
tigation from the Administrator or to an in-
quiry made by a representative of the Ad-
ministrator by the individual may be used as
evidence against the individual;

(E) that the releasable portions of the Ad-
ministrator’s investigative report will be
available to the individual; and

(F) that the individual is entitled to access
or otherwise obtain air traffic data described
in paragraph (4).

(3) EXCEPTION.—The Administrator may
delay timely notification under paragraph
(1) if the Administrator determines that such
notification may threaten the integrity of
the investigation.

(4) ACCESS TO AIR TRAFFIC DATA.—

(A) FAA AIR TRAFFIC DATA.—The Adminis-
trator shall provide an individual described
in paragraph (1) with timely access to any
air traffic data in the possession of the Fed-
eral Aviation Administration that would fa-
cilitate the individual’s ability to produc-
tively participate in a proceeding relating to
an investigation described in such para-
graph.
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(B) AIR TRAFFIC DATA DEFINED.—As used in
subparagraph (A), the term ‘‘air traffic data’
includes—

(i) relevant air traffic communication
tapes;

(ii) radar information;

(iii) air traffic controller statements;

(iv) flight data;

(v) investigative reports; and

(vi) any other air traffic or flight data in
the Federal Aviation Administration’s pos-
session that would facilitate the individual’s
ability to productively participate in the
proceeding.

(C) GOVERNMENT CONTRACTOR AIR TRAFFIC
DATA.—

(i) IN GENERAL.—Any individual described
in paragraph (1) is entitled to obtain any air
traffic data that would facilitate the individ-
ual’s ability to productively participate in a
proceeding relating to an investigation de-
scribed in such paragraph from a government
contractor that provides operational services
to the Federal Aviation Administration, in-
cluding control towers and flight service sta-
tions.

(ii) REQUIRED INFORMATION FROM INDI-
VIDUAL.—The individual may obtain the in-
formation described in clause (i) by submit-
ting a request to the Administrator that—

(I) describes the facility at which such in-
formation is located; and

(IT) identifies the date on which such infor-
mation was generated.

(iii) PROVISION OF INFORMATION TO INDI-
VIDUAL.—If the Administrator receives a re-
quest under this subparagraph, the Adminis-
trator shall—

(D) request the contractor to provide the
requested information; and

(IT) upon receiving such information,
transmitting the information to the request-
ing individual in a timely manner.

(56) TIMING.—Except when the Adminis-
trator determines that an emergency exists
under section 44709(c)(2) or 46105(c), the Ad-
ministrator may not proceed against an indi-
vidual that is the subject of an investigation
described in paragraph (1) during the 30-day
period beginning on the date on which the
air traffic data required under paragraph (4)
is made available to the individual.

(c) AMENDMENTS TO TITLE 49.—

(1) AIRMAN CERTIFICATES.—Section
44703(d)(2) of title 49, United States Code, is
amended by striking ‘‘but is bound by all
validly adopted interpretations of laws and
regulations the Administrator carries out
unless the Board finds an interpretation is
arbitrary, capricious, or otherwise not ac-
cording to law”’.

(2) AMENDMENTS, MODIFICATIONS, SUSPEN-
SIONS, AND REVOCATIONS OF CERTIFICATES.—
Section 44709(d)(3) of such title is amended
by striking ‘“but is bound by all validly
adopted interpretations of laws and regula-
tions the Administrator carries out and of
written agency policy guidance available to
the public related to sanctions to be imposed
under this section unless the Board finds an
interpretation is arbitrary, capricious, or
otherwise not according to law’’.

(3) REVOCATION OF AIRMAN CERTIFICATES
FOR CONTROLLED SUBSTANCE VIOLATIONS.—
Section 44710(d)(1) of such title is amended
by striking ‘‘but shall be bound by all validly
adopted interpretations of laws and regula-
tions the Administrator carries out and of
written agency policy guidance available to
the public related to sanctions to be imposed
under this section unless the Board finds an
interpretation is arbitrary, capricious, or
otherwise not according to law’’.

(d) APPEAL FROM CERTIFICATE ACTIONS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Upon a decision by the
National Transportation Safety Board up-
holding an order or a final decision by the
Administrator denying an airman certificate
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under section 44703(d) of title 49, United
States Code, or imposing a punitive civil ac-
tion or an emergency order of revocation
under subsections (d) and (e) of section 44709
of such title, an individual substantially af-
fected by an order of the Board may, at the
individual’s election, file an appeal in the
United States district court in which the in-
dividual resides or in which the action in
question occurred, or in the United States
District Court for the District of Columbia.
If the individual substantially affected by an
order of the Board elects not to file an ap-
peal in a United States district court, the in-
dividual may file an appeal in an appropriate
United States court of appeals.

(2) EMERGENCY ORDER PENDING JUDICIAL RE-
VIEW.—Subsequent to a decision by the
Board to uphold an Administrator’s emer-
gency order under section 44709(e)(2) of title
49, United States Code, and absent a stay of
the enforcement of that order by the Board,
the emergency order of amendment, modi-
fication, suspension, or revocation of a cer-
tificate shall remain in effect, pending the
exhaustion of an appeal to a Federal district
court as provided in this Act.

(e) STANDARD OF REVIEW.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—In an appeal filed under
subsection (d) in a United States district
court, the district court shall give full inde-
pendent review of a denial, suspension, or
revocation ordered by the Administrator, in-
cluding substantive independent and expe-
dited review of any decision by the Adminis-
trator to make such order effective imme-
diately.

(2) EVIDENCE.—A United States district
court’s review under paragraph (1) shall in-
clude in evidence any record of the pro-
ceeding before the Administrator and any
record of the proceeding before the National
Transportation Safety Board, including
hearing testimony, transcripts, exhibits, de-
cisions, and briefs submitted by the parties.
SEC. 3. NOTICES TO AIRMEN.

(a) IN GENERAL.—

(1) DEFINITION.—In this section, the term
“NOTAM” means Notices to Airmen.

(2) IMPROVEMENTS.—Not later than 180 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Administrator of the Federal Aviation
Administration shall begin a Notice to Air-
men Improvement Program (in this section
referred to as the ‘“NOTAM Improvement
Program’’)—

(A) to improve the system of providing air-
men with pertinent and timely information
regarding the national airspace system;

(B) to archive, in a public central location,
all NOTAMs, including the original content
and form of the notices, the original date of
publication, and any amendments to such
notices with the date of each amendment;
and

(C) to apply filters so that pilots can
prioritize critical flight safety information
from other airspace system information.

(b) GOALS OF PROGRAM.—The goals of the
NOTAM Improvement Program are—

(1) to decrease the overwhelming volume of
NOTAMs an airman receives when retrieving
airman information prior to a flight in the
national airspace system;

(2) make the NOTAMs more specific and
relevant to the airman’s route and in a for-
mat that is more useable to the airman;

(3) to provide a full set of NOTAM results
in addition to specific information requested
by airmen;

(4) to provide a document that is easily
searchable; and

(5) to provide a filtering mechanism simi-
lar to that provided by the Department of
Defense Notices to Airmen.

(c) ADVICE FROM PRIVATE SECTOR
GROUPS.—The Administrator shall establish
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a NOTAM Improvement Panel, which shall
be comprised of representatives of relevant
nonprofit and not-for-profit general aviation
pilot groups, to advise the Administrator in
carrying out the goals of the NOTAM Im-
provement Program under this section.

(d) PHASE-IN AND COMPLETION.—The im-
provements required by this section shall be
phased in as quickly as practicable and shall
be completed not later than the date that is
1 year after the date of the enactment of this
Act.

SEC. 4. MEDICAL CERTIFICATION.

(a) ASSESSMENT.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Comptroller General of the United States
shall initiate an assessment of the Federal
Aviation Administration’s medical certifi-
cation process and the associated medical
standards and forms.

(2) REPORT.—The Comptroller General
shall submit a report to Congress based on
the assessment required under paragraph (1)
that examines—

(A) revisions to the medical application
form that would provide greater clarity and
guidance to applicants;

(B) the alignment of medical qualification
policies with present-day qualified medical
judgment and practices, as applied to an in-
dividual’s medically relevant circumstances;
and

(C) steps that could be taken to promote
the public’s understanding of the medical re-
quirements that determine an airman’s med-
ical certificate eligibility.

(b) GOALS OF THE FEDERAL AVIATION AD-
MINISTRATION’S MEDICAL CERTIFICATION PROC-
ESS.—The goals of the Federal Aviation Ad-
ministration’s medical certification process
are—

(1) to provide questions in the medical ap-
plication form that—

(A) are appropriate without being overly
broad;

(B) are subject to a minimum amount of
misinterpretation and mistaken responses;

(C) allow for consistent treatment and re-
sponses during the medical application proc-
ess; and

(D) avoid unnecessary allegations that an
individual has intentionally falsified answers
on the form;

(2) to provide questions that elicit informa-
tion that is relevant to making a determina-
tion of an individual’s medical qualifications
within the standards identified in the Ad-
ministrator’s regulations;

(3) to give medical standards greater mean-
ing by ensuring the information requested
aligns with present-day medical judgment
and practices; and

(4) to ensure that—

(A) the application of such medical stand-
ards provides an appropriate and fair evalua-
tion of an individual’s qualifications; and

(B) the individual understands the basis for
determining medical qualifications.

(¢) ADVICE FROM PRIVATE SECTOR
GROUPS.—The Administrator shall establish
a panel, which shall be comprised of rep-
resentatives of relevant nonprofit and not-
for-profit general aviation pilot groups, avia-
tion medical examiners, and other qualified
medical experts, to advise the Administrator
in carrying out the goals of the assessment
required under this section.

(d) FEDERAL AVIATION ADMINISTRATION RE-
SPONSE.—Not later than 1 year after the
issuance of the report by the Comptroller
General pursuant to subsection (a)(2), the
Administrator shall take appropriate actions
to respond to such report.
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NOTICE OF HEARING

COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL
RESOURCES

Mr. BINGAMAN. Mr. President, I
would like to announce for the infor-
mation of the Senate and the public
that an oversight hearing has been
scheduled before the Committee on En-
ergy and Natural Resources. The hear-
ing will be held on Thursday, July 12,
2012, at 9:30 a.m. in room SD-366 of the
Dirksen Senate Office Building.

The purpose of the hearing is to pro-
vide oversight on Remediation of Fed-
eral Legacy Wells in the National Pe-
troleum Reserve-Alaska.

Because of the limited time available
for the hearing, witnesses may testify
by invitation only. However, those
wishing to submit written testimony
for the hearing record should send it to
the Committee on Energy and Natural
Resources, United States Senate, 304
Dirksen Senate Office Building, Wash-
ington, DC 20510-6150, or by email to
Jake McCook@energy.senate.gov.

For further information, please con-
tact Patricia Beneke (202) 224-5451 or
Jake McCook (202) 224-9313.

———

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO
MEET

COMMITTEE ON FINANCE

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Committee on
Finance be authorized to meet during
the session of the Senate on Friday,
June 29, 2012.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON HOMELAND SECURITY AND

GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Committee on
Homeland Security and Governmental
Affairs be authorized to meet during
the session of the Senate on Friday,
June 29, 2012.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

————

TEMPORARY SURFACE
TRANSPORTATION EXTENSION ACT

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Senate proceed
to the consideration of H.R. 6064, which
was received from the House and is at
the desk.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered. The clerk
will state the bill by title.

The bill clerk read as follows:

A bill (H.R. 6064) to provide an extension of
Federal aid highway, highway safety, motor
carrier safety, transit, and other programs
funded out of the Highway Trust Fund pend-
ing enactment of a multiyear law reauthor-
izing such programs.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the bill be read the
third time and passed, the motion to
reconsider be laid upon the table, with
no intervening action or debate, and
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that any statements related to the bill
be printed in the RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The bill (H.R. 6064) was ordered to a
third reading, was read the third time,
and passed.

——
UNITED STATES-ISRAEL EN-
HANCED SECURITY COOPERA-

TION ACT OF 2012

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Senate proceed
to the consideration of Calendar No.
437, S. 2165.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered. The clerk
will report the bill by title.

The bill clerk read as follows:

A Dbill (S. 2165) to enhance strategic co-
operation between the United States and
Israel, and for other purposes.

The Senate proceeded to consider the
bill which had been reported from the
Committee on Foreign Relations, with
an amendment to strike all after the
enacting clause and insert in lieu
thereof the following:

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘United States-
Israel Enhanced Security Cooperation Act of
2012,

SEC. 2. FINDINGS.

Congress makes the following findings:

(1) Since 1948, United States Presidents and
both houses of Congress, on a bipartisan basis
and supported by the American people, have re-
peatedly reaffirmed the special bond between
the United States and Israel, based on shared
values and shared interests.

(2) The Middle East is undergoing rapid
change, bringing with it hope for an expansion
of democracy but also great challenges to the
national security of the United States and our
allies in the region, particularly to our most im-
portant ally in the region, Israel.

(3) The Government of the Islamic Republic of
Iran is continuing its decades-long pattern of
seeking to foment instability and promote extre-
mism in the Middle East, particularly in this
time of dramatic political transition.

(4) At the same time, the Government of the
Islamic Republic of Iran continues to enrich
uranium in defiance of multiple United Nations
Security Council resolutions.

(5) A nuclear-weapons capable Iran would
fundamentally threaten vital United States in-
terests, encourage regional nuclear prolifera-
tion, further empower Iran, the world’s leading
state sponsor of terror, and pose a serious and
destabilizing threat to Israel and the region.

(6) Over the past several years, with the as-
sistance of the Governments of the Islamic Re-
public of Iran and Syria, Hicbollah and Hamas
have increased their stockpile of rockets, with
more than 60,000 now ready to be fired at Israel.
The Government of the Islamic Republic of Iran
continues to add to its arsenal of ballistic mis-
siles and cruise missiles, which threaten Iran’s
neighbors, Israel, and United States Armed
Forces in the region.

(7) As a result, Israel is facing a fundamen-
tally altered strategic environment.

(8) Pursuant to chapter 5 of title 1 of the
Emergency Wartime Supplemental Appropria-
tions Act, 2003 (Public Law 108-11; 117 Stat.
576), the authority to make available loan guar-
antees to Israel is currently set to expire on Sep-
tember 30, 2012.

SEC. 3. STATEMENT OF POLICY.

It is the policy of the United States:

(1) To reaffirm our unwavering commitment to
the security of the State of Israel as a Jewish
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state. As President Barack Obama stated on De-
cember 16, 2011, “‘America’s commitment and my
commitment to Israel and Israel’s security is
unshakeable.”” And as President George W.
Bush stated before the Israeli Knesset on May
15, 2008, on the 60th anniversary of the found-
ing of the State of Israel, ‘“The alliance between
our governments is unbreakable, yet the source
of our friendship runs deeper than any treaty.’’.

(2) To help the Government of Israel preserve
its qualitative military edge amid rapid and un-
certain regional political transformation.

(3) To veto any one-sided anti-Israel resolu-
tions at the United Nations Security Council.

(4) To support Israel’s inherent right to self-
defense.

(5) To pursue avenues to expand cooperation
with the Government of Israel both in defense
and across the spectrum of civilian sectors, in-
cluding high technology, agriculture, medicine,
health, pharmaceuticals, and energy.

(6) To assist the Government of Israel with its
ongoing efforts to forge a peaceful, negotiated
settlement of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict
that results in two states living side-by-side in
peace and security, and to encourage Israel’s
neighbors to recognize Israel’s right to exist as a
Jewish state.

(7) To encourage further development of ad-
vanced technology programs between the United
States and Israel given current trends and in-
stability in the region.

SEC. 4. UNITED STATES ACTIONS TO ASSIST IN
THE DEFENSE OF ISRAEL AND PRO-
TECT UNITED STATES INTERESTS.

It is the sense of Congress that the United
States Government should take the following ac-
tions to assist in the defense of Israel:

(1) Seek to enhance the capabilities of the
Governments of the United States and Israel to
address emerging common threats, increase se-
curity cooperation, and expand joint military
exercises.

(2) Provide the Government of Israel such sup-
port as may be necessary to increase develop-
ment and production of joint missile defense sys-
tems, particularly such systems that defend
against the urgent threat posed to Israel and
United States forces in the region.

(3) Provide the Govermment of Israel assist-
ance specifically for the production and pro-
curement of the Iron Dome defense system for
purposes of intercepting short-range missiles,
rockets, and projectiles launched against Israel.

(4) Provide the Government of Israel defense
articles and defense services through such mech-
anisms as appropriate, to include air refueling
tankers, missile defense capabilities, and spe-
cialiced munitions.

(5) Provide the Government of Israel addi-
tional excess defense articles, as appropriate, in
the wake of the withdrawal of United States
forces from Iraq.

(6) Examine ways to strengthen existing and
ongoing efforts, including the Gaza Counter
Arms Smuggling Initiative, aimed at preventing
weapons smuggling into Gaza pursuant to the
2009 agreement following the Israeli withdrawal
from Gaza, as well as measures to protect
against weapons smuggling and terrorist threats
from the Sinai Peninsula.

(7) Offer the Air Force of Israel additional
training and exercise opportunities in the
United States to compensate for Israel’s limited
air space.

(8) Work to encourage an expanded role for
Israel with the North Atlantic Treaty Organiza-
tion (NATO), including an enhanced presence
at NATO headquarters and exercises.

(9) Expand already-close intelligence coopera-
tion, including satellite intelligence, with Israel.
SEC. 5. ADDITIONAL STEPS TO DEFEND ISRAEL

AND PROTECT AMERICAN INTER-
ESTS.

(a) EXTENSION OF WAR RESERVES STOCKPILE
AUTHORITY.—

(1) DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE APPROPRIATIONS
ACT, 2005.—Section 12001(d) of the Department of
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