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EC-6701. A communication from the Direc-
tor, National Legislative Commission, The
American Legion, transmitting, pursuant to
law, a report relative to the financial condi-
tion of The American Legion as of December
31, 2011; to the Committee on the Judiciary.

———

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES

The following reports of committees
were submitted:

By Mr. KERRY, from the Committee on
Foreign Relations, with an amendment in
the nature of a substitute:

S. 2165. A bill to enhance strategic coopera-
tion between the United States and Israel,
and for other purposes (Rept. No. 112-179).

————

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND
JOINT RESOLUTIONS

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated:

By Mr. MCcCCAIN (for himself,
HUTCHISON, Mr. CHAMBLISS, Mr.
GRASSLEY, Ms. MURKOWSKI, Mr.
COATS, Mr. BURR, and Mr. JOHNSON of
Wisconsin):

S. 3342. A bill to improve information secu-
rity, and for other purposes; read the first
time.

By Ms. KLOBUCHAR (for herself and
Ms. SNOWE):

S. 3343. A bill to amend the Consumer
Product Safety Act to require residential
carbon monoxide detectors to meet the ap-
plicable ANSI/UL standard by treating that
standard as a consumer product safety rule,
to encourage States to require the installa-
tion of such detectors in homes, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation.

By Mr. REED (for himself, Mr. DURBIN,
Mr. JOHNSON of South Dakota, Mr.
WHITEHOUSE, and Mr. BLUMENTHAL):

S. 3344. A Dbill to increase immunization
rates; to the Committee on Finance.

By Mrs. BOXER (for herself and Mr.
KERRY):

S. 3345. A bill to provide for research and
education to improve screening, detection
and diagnosis of prostate cancer; to the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor, and
Pensions.

By Mr. REID (for himself and Mr.
HELLER):

S. 3346. A bill to provide for certain land
conveyances in the State of Nevada, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on Energy
and Natural Resources.

By Mr. BROWN of Ohio:

S. 3347. A bill to require reports on coun-
tries with which the United States nego-
tiates trade agreements, to establish terms
for future trade agreements, and to enhance
the promotion of exports of United States
goods and services, and for other purposes; to
the Committee on Finance.

By Mr. DURBIN:

S. 3348. A bill to amend title 38, United
States Code, to improve the multifamily
transitional housing loan program of the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs, and for other
purposes; to the Committee on Veterans’ Af-
fairs.

By Mr. REED:

S. 3349. A Dbill to amend title 38, United
States Code, and the United States Housing
Act of 1937 to enhance and expand the assist-
ance provided by the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs and the Department of Housing
and Urban Development to homeless vet-
erans and veterans at risk of homelessness,
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and for other purposes; to the Committee on
Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs.
By Mr. FRANKEN (for himself and Mr.
BLUMENTHAL):

S. 3350. A bill to make improvements to
the Fair Debt Collection Practices Act, and
for other purposes; to the Committee on
Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs.

By Mr. FRANKEN:

S. 3351. A bill to amend the American Re-
covery and Reinvestment Act with respect to
the privacy of protected health information;
to the Committee on Health, Education,
Labor, and Pensions.

————

SUBMISSION OF CONCURRENT AND
SENATE RESOLUTIONS

The following concurrent resolutions
and Senate resolutions were read, and
referred (or acted upon), as indicated:

By Ms. CANTWELL (for herself and
Mrs. MURRAY):

S. Res. 511. A resolution commending the
Pacific Lutheran University Lutes Softball
Team for winning the 2012 National Colle-
giate Athletic Association Division III Soft-
ball Championship; considered and agreed to.

By Mrs. HUTCHISON (for herself and
Mr. CORNYN):

S. Res. 512. A resolution recognizing the
100th anniversary of Rice University; consid-
ered and agreed to.

By Mr. RUBIO (for himself, Mrs.
McCASKILL, Mr. McCAIN, Mr. KERRY,
Mr. DEMINT, Mr. NELSON of Florida,
Mr. JOHANNS, Mr. UDALL of New Mex-
ico, Ms. AYOTTE, Mr. WARNER, Mr.
HELLER, Mr. BOOZMAN, and Mr.
CASEY):

S. Con. Res. 50. A concurrent resolution ex-
pressing the sense of Congress regarding ac-
tions to preserve and advance the multi-
stakeholder governance model under which
the Internet has thrived; to the Committee
on Foreign Relations.

—————

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS

S. 17
At the request of Mr. HATCH, the
name of the Senator from Arizona (Mr.
McCAIN) was added as a cosponsor of S.
17, a bill to repeal the job-killing tax
on medical devices to ensure continued
access to life-saving medical devices
for patients and maintain the standing
of United States as the world leader in
medical device innovation.
S. 362
At the request of Mr. WHITEHOUSE,
the name of the Senator from Mis-
sissippi (Mr. WICKER) was added as a
cosponsor of S. 362, a bill to amend the
Public Health Service Act to provide
for a Pancreatic Cancer Initiative, and
for other purposes.
S. 387
At the request of Mrs. BOXER, the
name of the Senator from Nevada (Mr.
HELLER) was added as a cosponsor of S.
387, a bill to amend title 37, United
States Code, to provide flexible spend-
ing arrangements for members of uni-
formed services, and for other pur-
poses.
S. 434
At the request of Mr. COCHRAN, the
name of the Senator from Nebraska
(Mr. NELSON) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 434, a bill to improve and expand
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geographic literacy among Kkinder-
garten through grade 12 students in the
United States by improving profes-
sional development programs for Kkin-
dergarten through grade 12 teachers of-
fered through institutions of higher
education.
S. 693
At the request of Mr. McCAIN, the
name of the Senator from Kansas (Mr.
ROBERTS) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 693, a bill to establish a term certain
for the conservatorships of Fannie Mae
and Freddie Mac, to provide conditions
for continued operation of such enter-
prises, and to provide for the wind
down of such operations and dissolu-
tion of such enterprises.
S. 1096
At the request of Ms. SNOWE, the
name of the Senator from New Jersey
(Mr. MENENDEZ) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 1096, a bill to amend title
XVIII of the Social Security Act to im-
prove access to, and utilization of, bone
mass measurement benefits under the
Medicare part B program by extending
the minimum payment amount for
bone mass measurement under such
program through 2013.
S. 1269
At the request of Ms. SNOWE, the
name of the Senator from Oregon (Mr.
WYDEN) was added as a cosponsor of S.
1269, a bill to amend the Elementary
and Secondary Education Act of 1965 to
require the Secretary of Education to
collect information from coeducational
secondary schools on such schools’ ath-
letic programs, and for other purposes.
S. 1301
At the request of Mr. BROWN of Mas-
sachusetts, the name of the Senator
from Texas (Mrs. HUTCHISON) was added
as a cosponsor of S. 1301, a bill to au-
thorize appropriations for fiscal years
2012 through 2015 for the Trafficking
Victims Protection Act of 2000, to en-
hance measures to combat trafficking
in persons, and for other purposes.
S. 1591
At the request of Mrs. GILLIBRAND,
the name of the Senator from West
Virginia (Mr. MANCHIN) was added as a
cosponsor of S. 1591, a bill to award a
Congressional Gold Medal to Raoul
Wallenberg, in recognition of his
achievements and heroic actions dur-
ing the Holocaust.
S. 1809
At the request of Mr. KERRY, the
name of the Senator from Oregon (Mr.
MERKLEY) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 1809, a bill to amend the Public
Health Service Act to revise and ex-
tend the program for viral hepatitis
surveillance, education, and testing in
order to prevent deaths from liver can-
cer, and for other purposes.
S. 1872
At the request of Mr. CASEY, the
name of the Senator from Kansas (Mr.
MORAN) was added as a cosponsor of S.
1872, a bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to provide for the tax
treatment of ABLE accounts estab-
lished under State programs for the
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care of family members with disabil-
ities, and for other purposes.
S. 1880
At the request of Mr. BARRASSO, the
name of the Senator from Arizona (Mr.
McCAIN) was added as a cosponsor of S.
1880, a bill to repeal the health care
law’s job-killing health insurance tax.
S. 2050
At the request of Ms. SNOWE, the
name of the Senator from Minnesota
(Ms. KLOBUCHAR) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 2050, a bill to amend the
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to extend
certain provisions of the Creating
Small Business Jobs Act of 2010, and
for other purposes.
S. 2065
At the request of Mr. KYL, the name
of the Senator from Kentucky (Mr.
McCONNELL) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 2065, a bill to amend the Balanced
Budget and Emergency Deficit Control
Act of 1985 to modify the discretionary
spending limits to take into account
savings resulting from the reduction in
the number of Federal employees and
extending the pay freeze for Federal
employees.
S. 2085
At the request of Mr. PAUL, the name
of the Senator from Georgia (Mr.
CHAMBLISS) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 2085, a bill to strengthen employee

cost savings suggestions programs
within the Federal Government.
S. 2165

At the request of Mrs. BOXER, the
name of the Senator from Alabama
(Mr. SHELBY) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 2165, a bill to enhance strategic
cooperation between the United States
and Israel, and for other purposes.

S. 2205

At the request of Mr. MORAN, the
name of the Senator from Iowa (Mr.
GRASSLEY) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 2205, a bill to prohibit funding to ne-
gotiate a United Nations Arms Trade
Treaty that restricts the Second
Amendment rights of United States
citizens.

S. 2239

At the request of Mr. NELSON of Flor-
ida, the names of the Senator from
Rhode Island (Mr. WHITEHOUSE), the
Senator from Missouri (Mrs. McCAS-
KILL) and the Senator from Florida
(Mr. RUBIO) were added as cosponsors
of S. 2239, a bill to direct the head of
each agency to treat relevant military
training as sufficient to satisfy train-
ing or certification requirements for
Federal licenses.

S. 2320

At the request of Ms. AYOTTE, the
name of the Senator from Arkansas
(Mr. BOOzMAN) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 2320, a bill to direct the Amer-
ican Battle Monuments Commission to
provide for the ongoing maintenance of
Clark Veterans Cemetery in the Repub-
lic of the Philippines, and for other
purposes.

S. 3049

At the request of Mr. BEGICH, the

name of the Senator from Connecticut

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

(Mr. BLUMENTHAL) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 3049, a bill to amend title
39, United States Code, to expand the
definition of homeless veteran for pur-
poses of benefits under the laws admin-
istered by the Secretary of Veterans
Affairs.
S. 3202
At the request of Mrs. MURRAY, the
name of the Senator from Georgia (Mr.
ISAKSON) was added as a cosponsor of S.
3202, a bill to amend title 38, United
States Code, to ensure that deceased
veterans with no known next of kin
can receive a dignified burial, and for
other purposes.
S. 3204
At the request of Mr. JOHANNS, the
names of the Senator from Ohio (Mr.
BROWN) and the Senator from South
Dakota (Mr. THUNE) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 3204, a bill to address fee
disclosure requirements under the
Electronic Fund Transfer Act, and for
other purposes.
S. 3237
At the request of Mr. WHITEHOUSE,
the name of the Senator from Pennsyl-
vania (Mr. CASEY) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 3237, a bill to provide for
the establishment of a Commission to
Accelerate the End of Breast Cancer.
S. 3274
At the request of Mr. KERRY, the
name of the Senator from Kansas (Mr.
ROBERTS) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 3274, a bill to direct the Secretary of
Commerce, in coordination with the
heads of other relevant Federal depart-
ments and agencies, to produce a re-
port on enhancing the competitiveness
of the United States in attracting for-
eign direct investment, and for other
purposes.
S. 3320
At the request of Mr. BINGAMAN, the
name of the Senator from Colorado
(Mr. UDALL) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 3320, a bill to authorize the Ad-
ministrator of the Federal Emergency
Management Agency to waive the 30-
day waiting period for flood insurance
policies purchased for private prop-
erties affected by wildfire on Federal
lands.
S. 3340
At the request of Mrs. MURRAY, the
name of the Senator from New York
(Mr. SCHUMER) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 3340, a bill to improve and en-
hance the programs and activities of
the Department of Defense and the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs regarding
suicide prevention and resilience and
behavioral health disorders for mem-
bers of the Armed Forces and veterans,
and for other purposes.
S. CON. RES. 48
At the request of Mr. LEAHY, the
name of the Senator from Delaware
(Mr. CooNS) was added as a cosponsor
of S. Con. Res. 48, a concurrent resolu-
tion recognizing 375 years of service of
the National Guard and affirming con-
gressional support for a permanent
Operational Reserve as a component of
the Armed Forces.

S4675

S. RES. 490

At the request of Mrs. BOXER, the
name of the Senator from California
(Mrs. FEINSTEIN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. Res. 490, a resolution des-
ignating the week of September 16,
2012, as ‘‘Mitochondrial Disease Aware-
ness Week”, reaffirming the impor-
tance of an enhanced and coordinated
research effort on mitochondrial dis-
eases, and commending the National
Institutes of Health for its efforts to

improve the understanding of
mitochondrial diseases.
———

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS

By Mr. REED (for himself, Mr.
DURBIN, Mr. JOHNSON of South
Dakota, Mr. WHITEHOUSE, and
Mr. BLUMENTHAL):

S. 3344. A bill to increase immuniza-
tion rates; to the Committee on Fi-
nance.

Mr. REED. Mr. President, I am
pleased to be joined by Senators DUR-
BIN, TIM JOHNSON, WHITEHOUSE, and
BLUMENTHAL in the introduction of the
Immunization Improvements Act. This
legislation builds on my longstanding
work, including several provisions I au-
thored in the Affordable Care Act, to
improve vaccination rates and popu-
lation-based immunity.

Our introduction of this legislation is
particularly timely given a recent re-
port cited in yesterday’s Wall Street
Journal revealing the number of deaths
globally as a result of the HIN1 flu pan-
demic in 2009 and 2010. The analysis
found that the number of deaths from
HIN1 to be 15 times the original re-
ports, up from 18,500 to 280,000 cases. In
the United States, the estimates are
more than triple the original cases,
from 8,500 to nearly 30,000.

Two provisions of the legislation we
are introducing today are based on ef-
forts underway in Rhode Island to im-
prove vaccination rates against sea-
sonal influenza and pneumonia. Spe-
cifically, it would authorize a five-
state demonstration project that al-
lows the state to purchase certain vac-
cines and distribute them free of
charge to physicians for administra-
tion in seniors, who are at the highest
risk of death from these preventable
diseases. In addition to increasing vac-
cination rates, this model has limited
the cost and administrative burden for
providers and reduced the cost of vac-
cines to the Federal government.

The legislation would also require
hospitals and long-term care facilities
to report on influenza vaccination
rates of health care workers with di-
rect patient contact, the population
most likely to spread the flu to ill pa-
tients that may be too weak to fight it.
In Rhode Island, simply requiring
health care facilities to report on
health care worker influenza vaccina-
tions has resulted in improved rates.

The Immunization Improvements Act
would also update the allowable vac-
cine administration fees to providers
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