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proper investigations and prosecutions ham-
pers the ability to hold perpetrators ac-
countable for their crimes and discourages
victims from formally seeking justice;

Whereas inadequate financial, human, and
technical resources, as well as a lack of fo-
rensic and technical expertise, have impeded
the arrest and prosecution of suspects;

Whereas members of the police, prosecu-
tors, and judges are insufficiently trained to
attend to either the special needs of women
and girl victims of gender-based violence, or
the special needs of boys and girls who are
victims of other abuses such as forced labor,
beatings, or violence;

Whereas the lack of protection measures
discourages women and girls in Haiti from
pursuing prosecution of perpetrators of sex-
ual violence, for fear of reprisal or stig-
matization;

Whereas rape and other forms of gender-
based violence in Haiti threaten the physical
and psychological health of both the victims
and their families;

Whereas many countries in Latin America
and the Caribbean face significant challenges
in combating violence against women and
girls, and violence against children, and
international cooperation is essential in ad-
dressing this serious issue;

Whereas the Government of Haiti has un-
dertaken efforts to prevent violence against
women, as evidenced by its ratification of
the United Nations Convention on the Elimi-
nation of All Forms of Discrimination
Against Women, adopted December 18, 1979;
the Inter-American Convention on the Pre-
vention, Punishment, and Eradication of Vi-
olence Against Women, adopted at Belem Do
Para, Brazil, June 9, 1994; and other inter-
national human rights treaties, and the en-
actment of laws and the creation of state in-
stitutions to promote and protect the rights
of women;

Whereas the Government of Haiti has been
a signatory of the United Nations Conven-
tion on the Rights of the Child, adopted No-
vember 20, 1989, since December 29, 1994;

Whereas the Haitian National Police and
the United Nations Mission for Stabilization
of Haiti have created special police units to
address sexual and other forms of gender-
based violence in Haiti;

Whereas the special police unit to address
gender-based violence within the Haitian Na-
tional Police remains significantly under-
resourced, rendering it practically ineffec-
tive to carry out its mandate;

Whereas, in March 2009, the Inter-Amer-
ican Commission on Human Rights issued a
report recognizing Haiti’s history of gender
discrimination that fuels gender-based vio-
lence and gives rise to a climate of impunity;

Whereas, in December 2010, the Inter-
American Commission detailed steps the
Government of Haiti must take to protect
women and girls from increased risk of gen-
der-based violence in post-earthquake Haiti;

Whereas, in 2012, the Ministry for the Sta-
tus of Women and Women’s Rights in Haiti
plans to unveil a comprehensive draft law
that calls for the prevention, punishment,
and elimination of violence against women;

Whereas the United Nations and donor
countries, such as the United States, con-
tinue to have a prominent economic and
leadership role in the stabilization and re-
construction of Haiti;

Whereas few mechanisms exist in Haiti to
protect the rights of young children not liv-
ing at home, such as restaveks, who are en-
gaged in forced labor or are victims to other
forms of violence; and

Whereas the lack of protection for women
and girls and continuing impunity for crimes
against women is a threat to the rule of law,
democracy, and stability in Haiti: Now,
therefore, be it
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Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) sympathizes with the families of women
and children victimized by sexual and other
forms of gender-based violence in Haiti;

(2) urges the treatment of the issue of vio-
lence against women and children as a pri-
ority for the United States Government’s hu-
manitarian and reconstruction efforts in
Haiti;

(3) asserts its support for the passage of
Haiti’s first comprehensive law on the pre-
vention, punishment, and elimination of all
forms of gender-based violence;

(4) calls on the Government of Haiti to es-
tablish urgent plans that address the needs
of vulnerable and unprotected children who
are in situations of sexual exploitation,
forced labor, or face sexual and or domestic
violence, and to take steps to immediately
implement those plans, in consultation with
grassroots organizations working specifi-
cally on the protection and promotion of the
rights of children;

(5) calls on the Government of Haiti to
take steps to implement the recommenda-
tions of the Inter-American Commission on
Human Rights issued in response to in-
creased levels of sexual violence in camps for
internally-displaced persons on December 22,
2010, including—

(A) ensuring participation and leadership
of grassroots women’s groups in planning
and implementing policies and practices to
combat and prevent sexual violence and
other forms of violence in the camps;

(B) ensuring provision of comprehensive,
affordable, adequate, and appropriate med-
ical and psychological care in locations ac-
cessible to victims of sexual violence in
camps for those internally displaced, includ-
ing, in particular ensuring—

(i) privacy during examinations;

(ii) availability of female medical staff
members, with a cultural sensitivity and ex-
perience with victims of sexual violence;

(iii) timely issuance of free medical certifi-
cates;

(iv) availability of HIV prophylaxis, and

(v) sexual reproductive health and emer-
gency contraception;

(C) implementing effective security meas-
ures in displacement camps, such as pro-
viding street lighting, adequate patrolling in
and around the camps, and a greater number
of female security forces in police patrols in
the camps and in police stations in prox-
imity to the camps;

(D) ensuring that public officials, such as
police officers, prosecutors, and judges, re-
sponsible for responding to incidents of sex-
ual violence receive specialized training
from experienced Haitian and international
women’s organizations with a proven track
record in gender-sensitive protection ena-
bling them to respond adequately to com-
plaints of sexual violence with appropriate
sensitivity and in a nondiscriminatory man-
ner; and

(E) maintaining effective special units
within the police and the prosecutor’s office
investigating cases of rape and other forms
of violence against women and girls;

(6) asserts its commitment to support the
Haitian Ministry of Women’s Affairs in its
efforts to—

(A) build ministry capacity and facilitate
gender-based violence sub-cluster meetings
and initiatives as it transitions over to the
Government of Haiti;

(B) perform decentralized meetings, con-
sultations, and outreach to women’s move-
ments and community groups;

(C) address issues of gender-based violence
country-wide, including violence in inter-
nally displaced person camps, rural peasant
communities, and among children; and

(D) strengthen gender assessments, gender
budgets, and gender planning in collabora-
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tion with other Haitian ministries, the Hai-
tian Parliament, the ruling administration
in Haiti, the United Nations, the Inter-Amer-
ican Commission on Human Rights, donors,
and international nongovernmental organi-
zations within the reconstruction process;
and

(7) asserts its support for the Government
of Haiti, especially the Ministry of Women’s
Affairs, in its efforts to assess, amend, and
renew its b-year gender protection plan,
which expired in October 2011, which includes
support for the Government of Haiti in its ef-
forts—

(A) to thoroughly assess the impact of the
previous 5-year protection plan, including
both pre and post-earthquake analyses and
perform diversified assessments in consulta-
tion with local, regional, and national wom-
en’s groups throughout the country, that
will help gather decentralized data in both
urban and rural zones;

(B) to perform specialized surveys and
interviews in a significant sampling of inter-
nally displaced person camps and impover-
ished neighborhoods with high rates of gen-
der-based violence with victims of rape and
violence, the community groups that support
them, and local officials in order to fully un-
derstand the needs and recommendations of
these different populations and integrate
these findings into a revised protection plan;

(C) to revise the existing Haitian protec-
tion plan based on the results of diversified
and decentralized assessments and in direct
consultation with national, regional, and
local government officials and grassroots or-
ganizations, including women’s groups and
international institutions that focus on solu-
tions to gender-based violence; and

(D) to amend, reintroduce, and pass into
law a revised Haiti gender protection plan
that reflects current post-earthquake reali-
ties, the needs and recommendations of vic-
tims of gender-based violence and the com-
munity groups that support them, integrates
provisions for judicial and medical services
for gender-based violence victims, and re-
flects key findings of decentralized assess-
ments in both urban and rural zones.

———

AMENDMENTS SUBMITTED AND
PROPOSED

SA 1468. Ms. KLOBUCHAR (for herself, Mr.
JOHNSON of Wisconsin, and Mr. FRANKEN)
submitted an amendment intended to be pro-
posed by her to the bill S. 1134, to authorize
the St. Croix River Crossing Project with ap-
propriate mitigation measures to promote
river values.

———

TEXT OF AMENDMENTS

SA 1468. Ms. KLOBUCHAR (for her-
self, Mr. JOHNSON of Wisconsin and Mr.
FRANKEN) submitted an amendment in-
tended to be proposed by her to the bill
S. 1134, to authorize the St. Croix River
Crossing Project with appropriate miti-
gation measures to promote river val-
ues; as follows:

Strike section 3 and insert the following:
SEC. 3. OFFSET.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding any
other provision of law, amounts made avail-
able for items 676, 813, 3186, 4358, and 5132 in
the table contained in section 1702 of the
SAFETEA-LU (119 Stat. 1288, 1380, 1423) shall
be subject to the limitation on obligations
for Federal-aid highways and highway safety
construction programs distributed under sec-
tion 120(a)(6) of title I of division C of Public
Law 112-55 (23 U.S.C. 104 note; 125 Stat. 652).
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(b) RESCISSION.—Any obligation authority
made available until used to a State as a re-
sult of receipt of contract authority for the
items described in subsection (a) that re-
mains available to the State as of the date of
enactment of this Act is permanently re-
scinded.

——————

NOTICES OF HEARINGS

PERMANENT SUBCOMMITTEE ON INVESTIGATIONS

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. President, I would
like to announce for the information of
the Senate and the public that the Per-
manent Subcommittee on Investiga-
tions of the Committee on Homeland
Security and Governmental Affairs has
scheduled a hearing entitled, ‘‘Tax-
ation of Mutual Fund Commodity In-
vestments.”” The Subcommittee hear-
ing will examine the issuance of over 70
private letter rulings by the Internal
Revenue Service allowing mutual funds
to make unlimited indirect invest-
ments in commodities through con-
trolled foreign subsidiaries or com-
modity-linked notes, despite long-
standing statutory restrictions on mu-
tual fund investments in commodities.
Hearing witnesses will include senior
officials from the Department of the
Treasury and the Internal Revenue
Service.

The Subcommittee hearing has been
scheduled for Thursday, January 26,
2012, at 10:00 a.m., in room 342 of the
Dirksen Senate Office Building. For
further information, please contact
Elise Bean of the Permanent Sub-
committee on Investigations at (202)
224-9505.

COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL
RESOURCES

Mr. BINGAMAN. Mr. President, I
would like to announce for the infor-
mation of the Senate and the public
that a hearing has been scheduled be-
fore the Senate Committee on Energy
and Natural Resources. The hearing
will be held on Tuesday, January 31,
2012, at 10:00 a.m., in room SD-366 of
the Dirksen Senate Office Building in
Washington, DC.

The purpose of the hearing is to re-
ceive testimony on the U.S. and global
energy outlook for 2012.

Because of the limited time available
for the hearing, witnesses may testify
by invitation only. However, those
wishing to submit written testimony
for the hearing record should send it to
the Committee on Energy and Natural
Resources, United States Senate,
Washington, DC 20510-6150, or by email
to Allison Seyferth@energy.senate
.80V,

For further information, please con-
tact Tara Billingsley at (202) 224-4756 or
Allison Seyferth at (202) 224-4905.

COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL
RESOURCES

Mr. BINGAMAN. Mr. President, I
would like to announce for the infor-
mation of the Senate and the public
that a hearing has been scheduled be-
fore the Senate Committee on Energy
and Natural Resources. The hearing
will be held on Thursday, February 2,
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2012, at 9:30 a.m., in room SD-366 of the
Dirksen Senate Office Building in
Washington, DC.

The purpose of the hearing is to re-
ceive testimony on the final report of
the Blue Ribbon Commission on Amer-
ica’s Nuclear Future.

Because of the limited time available
for the hearing, witnesses may testify
by invitation only. However, those
wishing to submit written testimony
for the hearing record should send it to
the Committee on Energy and Natural
Resources, United States Senate,
Washington, DC 20510-6150, or by email
to Allison Seyferth@energy.senate
.gov.

For further information, please con-
tact Sam Fowler at (202) 224-7571 or Al-
lison Seyferth at (202) 224-4905.

NOTICE: REGISTRATION OF MASS
MAILINGS

The filing date for the 2011 fourth
quarter Mass Mailing report is Wednes-
day, January 25, 2012. If your office did
no mass mailings during this period,
please submit a form that states
‘“‘none.”

Mass mailing registrations, or nega-
tive reports, should be submitted to
the Senate Office of Public Records, 232
Hart Building, Washington, DC 20510-
7116.

The Senate Office of Public Records
will be open from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. on
the filing date to accept these filings.
For further information, please contact
the Senate Office of Public Records at
(202) 224-0322.

————

THE SOAR TECHNICAL
CORRECTIONS ACT

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Health,
Education, Labor, and Pensions Com-
mittee be discharged from further con-
sideration of H.R. 3237 and the Senate
proceed to its immediate consider-
ation.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The clerk will report the bill by title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A bill (H.R. 3237) to amend the SOAR Act
by clarifying the scope of coverage of the
Act.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill.

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the bill be
read a third time and passed, the mo-
tion to reconsider be laid upon the
table, with no intervening action or de-
bate, and any statements related to the
bill be printed in the RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The bill (H.R. 3237) was ordered to a
third reading, was read the third time,
and passed.

——————

ST. CROIX RIVER CROSSING
PROJECT AUTHORIZATION ACT

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
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proceed to the consideration of Cal-
endar No. 264, S. 1134.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the bill by title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A Dbill (S. 1134) to authorize the St. Croix
River Crossing Project with appropriate
mitigation measures to promote river val-
ues.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill which
had been reported from the Committee
on Energy and Natural Resources, with
an amendment; as follows:

S. 1134

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the *““St. Croix

River Crossing Project Authorization Act”.

SEC. 2. AUTHORIZATION OF PROJECT WITH MITI-
GATION MEASURES.

Notwithstanding section 7(a) of the Wild
and Scenic Rivers Act (16 U.S.C. 1278(a)), the
head of any Federal agency or department
may authorize and assist in the construction
of a new extradosed bridge crossing the St.
Croix River approximately 6 miles north of
the I-94 crossing if the mitigation items de-
scribed in paragraph 9 of the 2006 St. Croix
River Crossing Project Memorandum of Un-
derstanding for Implementation of Riverway
Mitigation Items, signed by the Federal
Highway Administration on March 28, 2006,
and by the National Park Service on March
27, 2006 (including any subsequent amend-
ments to the Memorandum of TUnder-
standing), are included as enforceable condi-
tions.

SEC. 3. OFFSET.

To provide an offset for the funds made avail-
able to carry out this Act, there is rescinded
from the Department of the Interior franchise
fund authorized under section 113 of division A
of title I of Public Law 104-208 (31 U.S.C. 501
note; 110 Stat. 3009-181) $8,000,000.

SEC. 4. BUDGETARY EFFECTS.

The budgetary effects of this Act, for the pur-
pose of complying with the Statutory Pay-As-
You-Go-Act of 2010, shall be determined by ref-
erence to the latest statement titled ‘‘Budgetary
Effects of PAYGO Legislation’ for this Act, sub-
mitted for printing in the Congressional Record
by the Chairman of the Senate Budget Com-
mittee, provided that such statement has been
submitted prior to the vote on passage.

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the com-
mittee-reported amendment be agreed
to and be considered original text for
the purposes of further amendment;
that the Klobuchar-Johnson of Wis-
consin-Franken amendment, which is
at the desk, be agreed to, the bill, as
amended, be read a third time and
passed, the motions to reconsider be
laid upon the table with no intervening
action or debate, and any statements
related to the bill be printed in the
RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The committee-reported amendment
was agreed to.

The amendment (No. 1468) was agreed
to, as follows:

(Purpose: To modify the offset)

Strike section 3 and insert the following:
SEC. 3. OFFSET.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding any
other provision of law, amounts made avail-
able for items 676, 813, 3186, 4358, and 5132 in
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