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Private First Class Maura Rettman
of Meriden served in Germany between
1977 and 1979 where she suffered a life-
altering car accident. Now, she takes
care of her grandson with the hope that
he can have a bedroom of his own. Ser-
geant Rudolph Pistey of Stratford
served in the Army National Guard
during World War II. Now, at 93, he is
well-known in his community, always
ready to lend a hand or shoot a smile
to his neighbors.

Since 2000, House of Heroes has
spread influence and awareness from
its founding chapter in Columbus, GA,
across the country. In Connecticut, co-
founders are Steve Cavanaugh of Bilt-
more Construction and Billy May, a
U.S. Army Veteran, Black Hawk test
pilot, and business development and
strategy leader at Signature Brand
Factory. They seek to complete 10
projects in 2012 and to double this num-
ber each subsequent year. Both Mr.
Cavanaugh and Lieutenant Colonel
May bring experience, skill, and dedi-
cation to House of Heroes. Their hope
is that general contractors and sub-
contractors across the state and coun-
try will donate several hours a week to
helping our Nation’s veterans.

Amidst the sound of repairs, there
were tears in all our eyes when the vet-
erans were serenaded by Nashville sing-
er and songwriter, Tim Maggart. The
song—both solemn and celebratory
with spiritual music and grounded
lyrics—conveyed eloquently the emo-
tion of everyone gathered:

You were young, scared Willing to go
anywhere/ When your country called, you
stood tall

You came home, scarred/Didn’t think it
would be so hard, You don’t like to talk
about what you saw/ Beyond what I can
comprehend/ The sacrifice of the women and
men who gave so much without applause/ I
don’t know you and you don’t know me, but
thanks to you, I wake up safe and free/I hope
you never feel forgotten, because

Chorus: You’ve got a home, in the house of
heroes/ Your name will live on in the house
of heroes/I want to honor you/ it’s been long
overdue/You're right where you belong in the
house of heroes

In a world, where Life’s not always fair/
And sometimes we have to fight for what we
believe

There’s a price, paid I can’t help be amazed
/By the brave who gave their all for you and
me.

At each House of Heroes project, the
spirit of volunteerism, patriotism, and
human connection was unwavering. As
the tremendous energy of the House of
Heroes’ Connecticut chapter spreads
across the country, this theme song
will be an anthem for a national move-
ment that touches the lives of one vet-
eran at a time.

The volunteers and donors of House
of Heroes convey a tremendous spirit—
America’s boundless appreciation and
spirit. Through this great work, and its
anthem, we show our veterans— who
fought for our security—that America
will join together to pay back our debt
of gratitude by helping our veterans
feel secure and safe.

Appreciative but slightly uncomfort-
able receiving rather than giving, these
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men and women were shown by House
of Heroes how much we treasure and
owe them as a Nation. Donning House
of Heroes t-shirts and bobbing along to
the music, fellow veterans and citizens
showed their thanks—a fitting spirit
now and in the future.

———

RECOGNIZING THE HARTFORD
FOUNDATION FOR PUBLIC GIVING

Mr. BLUMENTHAL. Mr. President,
today, I wish to congratulate the Hart-
ford Foundation for Public Giving,
which was awarded the 2012 Bronze
Award by the Council on Foundations
this past Spring as part of their Wilmer
Shields Rich Awards Program. Every
year, the Council on Foundations rec-
ognizes foundations around the coun-
try that have engaged in strategic
communications strategies and innova-
tive projects that inspire and inform
other grantmakers.

Since 1925, the Hartford Foundation
for Public Giving has been a thriving
philanthropic institution where Con-
necticut nonprofit organizations can
seek financial support and connect
with givers throughout the State. This
highly professional, industrious, and
dynamic institution singularly impacts
the Capitol Region of Connecticut, hav-
ing granted $532 million since its begin-
ning to address community needs. It
fosters partnerships, assists nonprofits
in developing their long-term plans and
funding strategies, and hosts informa-
tional forums for the sharing of fresh
perspectives. The Foundation is unique
in its broad and diverse support for the
Greater Hartford area, showcasing fam-
ilies on their website, who invite oth-
ers to join them, advising ‘“We’re not
the Rockefellers. We're just a normal
family . . . willing to take this step.”

The Council on Foundations recog-
nized the Hartford Foundation for Pub-
lic Giving specifically for its 2010 An-
nual Report, Creating Brighter Fu-
tures, which focused on the Founda-
tion’s efforts towards effective child-
hood development and education
through its Brighter Futures Initia-
tive. The great success of the Brighter
Future Initiative has strengthened ex-
isting early education programs as well
as inspired the development of innova-
tive strategies around the country. In
the report’s introductory letter, Presi-
dent and Chief Executive Officer Lindy
Kelly eloquently shares the
groundbreaking changes she has wit-
nessed in our Hartford-area schools.
She tells the story of Lavarey—then a
second-grader at Rawson School at risk
for illiteracy. Through the Hartford
Haskins Literary Initiative, he learned
to read with joy. Ms. Kelly writes of
her memory of Lavarey on stage during
their annual Celebration of Giving
ceremony, waving confidently at the
400-member audience, who in turn, mir-
rored Lavarey’s happiness, proud to be
part of the journey of a young boy who
will soon become a contributing mem-
ber of their community.

The Hartford Foundation’s 2010 An-
nual Report—a large, comprehensive
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document that expertly weaves stories,
accomplishments, and statistics—re-
flects the rich tapestry of the Hartford
Foundation for Public Giving. By
seamlessly inviting families, all levels
of government, schools, nonprofit orga-
nizations, professional advisors, volun-
teers, and donors to join their mission
for change, they evoke and provoke hu-
manitarianism and patriotism.

I invite my Senate colleagues to join
me in congratulating the Hartford
Foundation for Public Giving for bring-
ing hope and help to Connecticut’s in-
stitutions, programs, and citizens that
need it the most.

——

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

TRIBUTE TO DR. ROBERT BELL

e Mr. ALEXANDER. Mr. President, I
would like to congratulate Dr. Robert
Bell on his outstanding record of serv-
ice to Tennessee. Dr. Bell will be retir-
ing as president of Tennessee Techno-
logical University at the end of this
month and has served the university
for 36 years.

He has served as president of Ten-
nessee Tech since 2000, and before be-
coming the university’s president, he
served as both a professor and dean of
the College of Business.

During his time at Tennessee Tech,
Dr. Bell has fostered both an increase
in student enrollment and university
recognition, while ensuring that stu-
dent education remained affordable.

His contributions to Tennessee ex-
tend beyond the university level. He
has served as a member of the board of
directors for the Tennessee Center for
Performance Excellence since 1993 and
chairs the Cookeville Industrial Devel-
opment Board. He is also a proud mem-
ber of the executive committee of the
Middle Tennessee Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica, an organization dedicated to help-
ing young men achieve their potential.

I want to add my appreciation for his
years of service to Tennessee Tech and
wish him well in his retirement.

I ask to have the following resolution
printed in the RECORD.

The resolution follows.

A RESOLUTION OF APPRECIATION FOR THE
SERVICE OF DR. ROBERT R. BELL TO THE
TENNESSEE BOARD OF REGENTS
Whereas, Dr. Robert R. Bell has thirty-six

years of service with the Tennessee Board of

Regents system and Tennessee Tech Univer-

sity, serving as a professor in TTU’s College

of Business, then as dean, then as President

of the University since 2000,

Whereas, as President of TTU, he oversaw
12 straight years of enrollment growth, with
TTU’s enrollment approaching 12,000,

Whereas, he chaired a TBR Vision of
Teaching Excellence committee in 2004 to es-
tablish future teaching standards and led his
University to develop and expand extended
education, distance learning and virtual
classrooms,

Whereas, he supported the Regents Online
Degree Program and championed degree in-
novations at TTU to increase access to edu-
cation and to respond to industry needs in
order to improve the education and eco-
nomic progress in the state,
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Whereas, as President he set his sights on
a program to prepare the state’s teachers,
from Pre-K to college levels, to teach
science, technology, engineering and mathe-
matics by establishing The Millard Oakley
STEM Center and providing it a state-of-the-
art home in the new 26,000-square-foot Ray
Morris Hall in 2010,

Whereas, he recognized the need for a nurs-
ing school in rural Tennessee and garnered
support from the state legislature, U.S. Con-
gress and private and corporate donors to
fund the construction of a multi-million dol-
lar Nursing and Health Services Building,

Whereas, he kept his promise as President
to upgrade facilities to increase recruitment
and retention and oversaw the construction
and completion of two residence halls—New
Hall South and New Hall North,

Whereas, under his guidance TTU estab-
lished Learning Villages, which aim to bring
students and faculty together around a com-
mon interest and bridge the gap between the
living and learning segments of campus and
to encourage college completion,

Whereas, the University’s endowment has
doubled during Bell’s presidency to nearly
$60 million,

Whereas, under his leadership in a difficult
economic environment, TTU has remained
affordable. Students graduate with the light-
est debt load in the region, according to U.S.
News & World Report, and sixty percent of
2010 TTU graduates left school debt free,

Whereas, the Tennessee Board of Regents
grants President Emeritus status to Dr. Rob-
ert R. Bell for his continued support of the
system, now, therefore, be it

Resolved That the Tennessee Board of Re-
gents expresses its sincere appreciation to
Dr. Robert R. Bell for his outstanding con-
tributions and leadership to the system and
wishes him the very best in his retirement.e

————

REMEMBERING GOVERNOR
NORBERT TIEMANN

e Mr. JOHANNS. Mr. President, today
I wish to pay tribute to a dedicated
public servant and true leader in Ne-
braska politics, Gov. Norbert Tiemann,
whose recent death saddened all who
knew him. Gov. Norbert Tiemann, or
“Nobby,” as he was affectionately
known, served as Governor of Nebraska
from 1967 to 1971. It is a privilege to
take this opportunity to remember the
life of Governor Tiemann and his many
contributions to our State and Nation.

Prior to being elected Governor,
Tiemann served three terms as mayor
of Wausa in northeast Nebraska. He
would later serve as Federal Highway
Administrator for the U.S. Department
of Transportation under the Nixon and
Ford administrations. Ever service-ori-
ented, Tiemann’s public service ex-
tended well beyond elected office. He
bravely fought in World War II and was
later stationed in Korea.

Tiemann had an incredible passion
for governing and played an active role
in the lawmaking process. His leader-
ship as Governor left a lasting impact
on our great State. Scholars consider
him to be among the most influential
Nebraska Governors for transforming
the governorship in our State from its
traditional caretaker role to one that
led public policy discussions.

As we look back on Tiemann’s leg-
acy, we will remember a dedicated pub-
lic servant who cared deeply about Ne-
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braska. I could not be more grateful for
his lifetime of service and, on behalf of
all Nebraskans, offer my sincerest con-
dolences to his family.e

———

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT

Messages from the President of the
United States were communicated to
the Senate by Mr. Pate, one of his sec-
retaries.

EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED

As in executive session the Presiding
Officer laid before the Senate messages
from the President of the TUnited
States submitting sundry nominations
and a withdrawal which were referred
to the appropriate committees.

(The messages received today are
printed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings.)

———

MESSAGES FROM THE HOUSE

ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED

At 10:16 a.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Mrs. Cole, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the Speaker has signed
the following enrolled bills:

S. 404. An act to modify a land grant pat-
ent issued by the Secretary of the Interior.

S. 684. An act to provide for the convey-
ance of certain parcels of land to the town of
Alta, Utah.

S. 997. An act to authorize the Secretary of
the Interior to extend a water contract be-
tween the United States and the East Bench
Irrigation District.

The enrolled bills were subsequently
signed by the President pro tempore
(Mr. INOUYE).

At 2:36 p.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Mrs. Cole, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House has passed the
following bills, in which it requests the
concurrence of the Senate:

H.R. 2578. An act to amend the Wild and
Scenic Rivers Act related to a segment of
the Lower Merced River in California, and
for other purposes.

H.R. 2938. An act to prohibit certain gam-
ing activities on certain Indian lands in Ari-
zona.

At 4:27 p.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Mr. Novotny, one of its reading clerks,
announced that the House has passed
the following bill, with amendment, in
which it requests the concurrence of
the Senate:

S. 3187. An act to amend the Federal Food,
Drug, and Cosmetic Act to revise and extend
the user-fee programs for prescription drugs
and medical devices, to establish user-fee
programs for generic drugs and biosimilars,
and for other purposes.

———

MEASURES REFERRED

The following bills were read the first
and the second times by unanimous
consent, and referred as indicated:

H.R. 2578. An act to amend the Wild and
Scenic Rivers Act related to a segment of
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the Lower Merced River in California, and
for other purposes; to the Committee on En-
ergy and Natural Resources.

H.R. 2938. An act to prohibit certain gam-
ing activities on certain Indian lands in Ari-
zona; to the Committee on Indian Affairs.

————

ENROLLED BILLS PRESENTED

The Secretary of the Senate reported
that on today, June 20, 2012, she had
presented to the President of the
United States the following enrolled
bills:

S. 404. An act to modify a land grant pat-
ent issued by the Secretary of the Interior.

S. 684. An act to provide for the convey-
ance of certain parcels of land to the town of
Alta, Utah.

S. 997. An act to authorize the Secretary of
the Interior to extend a water contract be-
tween the United States and the East Bench
Irrigation District.

———

EXECUTIVE AND OTHER
COMMUNICATIONS

The following communications were
laid before the Senate, together with
accompanying papers, reports, and doc-
uments, and were referred as indicated:

EC-6565. A communication from the Under
Secretary of Defense (Comptroller), trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, a report relative to
a violation of the Antideficiency Act that oc-
curred within the Office of the Assistant Sec-
retary of the Army for Financial Manage-
ment and Comptroller, account 2182010, dur-
ing fiscal year 2008 and was assigned Army
case number 10-02; to the Committee on Ap-
propriations.

EC-6566. A communication from the Sec-
retary of the Commission, Division of Mar-
ket Oversight, Commodity Futures Trading
Commission, transmitting, pursuant to law,
the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Swap Data Rec-
ordkeeping and Reporting Requirements:
Pre-Enactment and Transition Swaps”
(RIN3038-AD48) received during adjournment
of the Senate in the Office of the President
of the Senate on June 15, 2012; to the Com-
mittee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and For-
estry.

EC-6567. A communication from the Sec-
retary of the Commission, Division of Mar-
ket Oversight, Commodity Futures Trading
Commission, transmitting, pursuant to law,
the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Core Principles
and Other Requirements for Designated Con-
tract Markets’” (RIN3038-AD09) received in
the Office of the President of the Senate on
June 19, 2012; to the Committee on Agri-
culture, Nutrition, and Forestry.

EC-6568. A communication from the Direc-
tor of Defense Procurement and Acquisition
Policy, Department of Defense, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘‘Defense Federal Acquisition Regula-
tion Supplement; Acquisition of Tents and
Other Temporary Structures’” ((RIN0750—
AH73) (DFARS Case 2012-D015)) received in
the Office of the President of the Senate on
June 18, 2012; to the Committee on Armed
Services.

EC-6569. A communication from the Chair-
man and President of the Export-Import
Bank, transmitting, pursuant to law, a re-
port relative to transactions involving U.S.
exports to Australia; to the Committee on
Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs.

EC-6570. A communication from the Assist-
ant Secretary for Export Administration,
Bureau of Industry and Security, Depart-
ment of Commerce, transmitting, pursuant
to law, the report of a rule entitled
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