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This bill is not just about our farm-

ers and ranchers. This is a bill that af-
fects every single American, and it is 
time we come together on an amend-
ment package and find a way to move 
forward and get this bill done for the 
good of farm country and for the good 
of the American people. 

I yield the floor and note the absence 
of a quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the role. 

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Michigan. 

Ms. STABENOW. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

AGRICULTURAL REFORM 
Ms. STABENOW. Mr. President, as 

we wrap up today and the week, I wish 
to take a few moments to give a status 
report as to moving forward in our ne-
gotiations on the farm bill. We have ac-
tually had some very good progress and 
overcome some obstacles and we are 
putting together something for the 
Senate for the beginning of the week 
that will allow us to move forward. 

I wish to also thank the junior Sen-
ator from North Dakota whom I heard 
on the floor a little while ago, Mr. 
HOEVEN, about the 250 different amend-
ments we have. Of course, the great 
thing about the Senate is we can all 
offer amendments whether they are 
relevant or not, and the challenge for 
someone managing a bill is that any-
one can offer amendments. So we have 
worked our way from the 250, we are 
working our way down from 50 to 40 
and putting together an approach that 
will be fair and balanced and allow us 
to move forward and have the input of 
everyone on both sides of the aisle. 

So I wish to thank Senator ROBERTS 
again for being truly a partner with me 
all the way through this process and a 
terrific committee. We heard from one 
of those members, the junior Senator 
from North Dakota, in laying out what 
a positive and important bill this is for 
us. I wish to thank him as our newest 
member of the committee for all his 
contributions as well. 

To briefly recap as we bring the dis-
cussion to a close this week, there are 
16 million people who work because of 
agriculture. They may be working in 
the fields. They may be packaging, 
processing, making machinery for agri-
culture. They could be doing a number 
of things, but 16 million people work 
because of agriculture. I am not sure 
we can say any other individual bill 
that has been brought to the floor of 
the Senate impacts that many people— 
16 million people. 

As I have said so many times, I don’t 
believe we have a middle class in this 
country unless we make things and 
grow things. I am proud of Michigan 
where we do that. We make things and 
grow things. The State of the Presiding 
Officer as well makes things and grows 

things. That is the strength of our 
economy. 

One of the bright spots for us, even 
during the deepest, toughest times in 
the country, and certainly in Michigan, 
has been and continues to be agri-
culture, our major source of a trade 
surplus, having seen the trades expand 
270 percent just over a short period of 
time, and over 8,000 jobs created for 
every $1 billion we do in trade exports. 
So there are multiple facets to this 
jobs bill, from production agriculture, 
alternative energy, biomanufacturing, 
whether it is support for the critical 
needs of families through nutrition, 
whether it is conservation, where we 
have the largest investment in land 
and water conservation in our country 
on working lands, done through the 
farm bill. 

This is important. It covers many 
important subjects that touch every 
single person in rural America and 
every person across this country as 
consumers of the safest, most afford-
able food supply in the world. So we 
have an obligation to get this right and 
to take the time to do it, and that is 
exactly what we are doing. 

I am so proud this bill came out of 
committee with a broad, bipartisan 
vote and that we had such a very 
strong vote to proceed to the bill and 
now we are moving through the process 
of bringing us down the path to a final 
conclusion. 

As we do that, I wish to stress again 
a few points. We could talk a long time 
because this has many pieces to it, and 
I am not going to do that this evening. 
But I do want to say one more time, to 
my knowledge, this is the one piece of 
real deficit reduction done on a bipar-
tisan basis—in fact, on a House-Senate 
basis back in the fall—that we have 
had before the Senate. 

There is $23 billion in deficit reduc-
tion. So we all have an opportunity to 
vote to reduce the deficit—something 
we all care about—and we can do that 
while passing the farm bill. This re-
peals direct payments. Four different 
subsidies, in fact, are repealed. In its 
place, we put a risk management sys-
tem. 

So if there are losses, if there is a dis-
aster from weather, such as we have 
seen in Michigan, if there are other dis-
asters on price declines, world actions 
that create a challenge for our farmers 
or ranchers, we will be there to make 
sure nobody loses their farm because 
there are a few days of bad weather or 
any other risk that is beyond their 
control. However, if things are going 
well, we are not going to be giving a 
government payment. 

We are going to cover farmers for 
what they plant and when there are 
losses. We are strengthening payment 
limits so we again are focusing pre-
cious dollars on those who need it, and 
we end more than 100 different pro-
grams and authorizations. As we have 
scoured every single page of the farm 
bill and the USDA responsibilities, we 
have found areas where there is dupli-

cation, redundancy, things that are no 
longer needed, and we have solidified, 
made things more flexible, cut duplica-
tion. In the process of that, we have ac-
tually eliminated 100 different pro-
grams and authorizations, cut $23 bil-
lion. At the same time, we have contin-
ued our commitment to families and 
children in this Nation who have their 
own personal disasters and need food 
assistance help. 

We continue a strong commitment on 
conservation. We have 643 different 
conservation and environmental groups 
that have come together to support our 
approach, 125 different agriculture and 
hunger groups, and other organizations 
that say yes to this bill. We are anx-
ious to get it done. 

I would just say, as we conclude a 
very busy week—and I have to say it 
has been a very productive week—we 
began a process. We have had some 
votes. We have had a number of folks 
come together. I thank people on both 
sides of the aisle for their willingness 
to work with this as we move forward 
on our path to completion of this very 
important 5-year bill. I wish to indi-
cate to everyone that we will look for-
ward to having the opportunity next 
week to present something to the body. 

VOTE EXPLANATION 
Mrs. MCCASKILL. Mr. President, I 

was unable to arrive at the Senate 
Chamber in time for Senate rollcall 
vote 119. I would have opposed tabling 
amendment No. 2393 to S. 3240. The out-
come of the vote would not have been 
changed had I been present. 

I thank the Chair. 
I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The assistant legislative clerk pro-

ceeded to call the roll. 
Mr. FRANKEN. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 
BEGICH). Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

f 

MORNING BUSINESS 
Mr. FRANKEN. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Senate 
proceed to a period of morning busi-
ness, with Senators permitted to speak 
therein for up to 10 minutes each. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

HURWITZ NOMINATION 
Mr. BLUMENTHAL. Mr. President, I 

would like to express my strong sup-
port for the nomination of Andrew 
Hurwitz to be a member of the U.S. 
Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit. 
Justice Hurwitz is already an experi-
enced judge, having served for almost 
10 years as a member of the Arizona 
Supreme Court. He has disposed of hun-
dreds of cases and has received the 
highest possible rating from the Amer-
ican Bar Association Standing Com-
mittee on the Federal Judiciary, ‘‘well 
qualified.’’ 
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Most important to my support, I 

have known Justice Hurwitz for lit-
erally four decades, so I am exception-
ally familiar with his professional and 
personal background and am certain 
that he will be an outstanding addition 
to the Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals. 

I first met him at Yale Law School, 
where we worked together on the Yale 
Law Journal. He attended Yale after 
graduating from Princeton University 
in 1968. Our lives intersected again 
when I followed him as a law clerk to 
Judge Jon O. Newman and then as a 
law clerk on the U.S. Supreme Court, 
although in different years and for dif-
ferent Justices. At every step of his ca-
reer as a litigator and judge, as well as 
student and law clerk, he has been a 
paragon of intellect and integrity. 

Justice Hurwitz has built a distin-
guished record while serving on the Ar-
izona Supreme Court. Time and again, 
he has demonstrated an extraordinary 
capacity for analysis, thoughtfulness, 
and insight when facing the most com-
plex and challenging questions of law. 
He has the qualifications, both profes-
sionally and personally, to be a great 
Federal judge. His reasoning is often of 
such a caliber that even on highly con-
tested or controversial issues he has 
been able to build consensus on the 
court. Indeed, many of his most signifi-
cant opinions were joined by all mem-
bers of the Arizona Supreme Court. 

Before his appointment to the Ari-
zona Supreme Court, Justice Hurwitz 
spent 25 year in private practice in Ari-
zona, where he represented a wide 
range of interests—from AT&T and the 
American Broadcasting Company to 
the city of Phoenix and the Arizona 
State Compensation Fund. He also de-
veloped a specialty in Native American 
law, representing, among others, the 
Salt River Pima-Maricopa Indian Com-
munity and the Hopi Tribe. Much of 
the work he did during his years of 
practice involved complex appellate 
litigation, including numerous argu-
ments before the Ninth Circuit and two 
before the U.S. Supreme Court. This 
experience gives Justice Hurwitz famil-
iarity with a broad swath of Federal 
law. 

Equally impressive is Justice 
Hurwitz’s commitment to pro bono 
work and public service. While in pri-
vate practice, Justice Hurwitz argued 
and won a groundbreaking death pen-
alty Supreme Court case, Ring v. Ari-
zona, to vindicate the rights of death 
row inmates sentenced by judges rath-
er than juries. He also took time out of 
his successful practice to work in Ari-
zona government. Among other 
projects, Justice Hurwitz was respon-
sible for creating the Arizona Health 
Care Cost Containment System, a pro-
gram designed to rein in State Med-
icaid costs. He also worked with the 
Reagan administration to implement 
greater control over transportation 
and education for State agencies. He 
served from 1988 until 1996 on the Ari-
zona Board of Regents, including as 
board president. During his tenure, he 

led an effort to require annual reports 
from universities certifying they had 
reached mandated educational goals. 
His commitment to public service work 
shows a dedication to the legal system 
that I believe should be shared by all 
members of the Federal bench. 

Throughout the 40 years I have 
known him, Justice Hurwitz has al-
ways been open about his passion for 
the law. From private practice to gov-
ernment to serving on the Arizona Su-
preme Court, he has shown unparal-
leled legal acumen and a devotion to 
public service. I have no doubt that his 
adherence to precedent, coupled with 
his passion and his wisdom, will serve 
this Nation well. President Obama has 
made a truly excellent nomination 
that will benefit the cause of justice in 
our Nation for many years to come. 

f 

ETHIOPIAN FREE PRESS ASSAULT 

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, later this 
month, I and other Members of Con-
gress will be watching what happens in 
a courtroom 7,000 miles from Wash-
ington, in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia. 

That is where a journalist named 
Eskinder Nega stands accused of sup-
porting terrorism simply for refusing 
to remain silent about the Ethiopian 
government’s increasingly authori-
tarian drift. The trial is finished, and a 
verdict is expected on June 21. 

Mr. Eskinder is not alone. Since 2011, 
the Ethiopian government has charged 
10 other journalists with terrorism or 
threatening national security for ques-
tioning government actions and poli-
cies—activities that you and I and peo-
ple around the world would recognize 
as fundamental to any free press. Iron-
ically, by trying to silence those who 
do not toe the official line, the govern-
ment is only helping to underscore the 
concerns that many inside and outside 
of Ethiopia share about the deteriora-
tion of democracy and human rights in 
that country. 

Ethiopia is an important partner for 
the United States in at least two key 
areas: containing the real threat of ter-
rorism in the region, and making gains 
against the region’s recurring famines 
and fostering the kind of development 
that can bring the cycle of poverty and 
hunger to an end. The United States 
has provided large amounts of assist-
ance in furtherance of both goals, be-
cause a stable, democratic Ethiopia 
could exert a positive influence 
throughout the Horn of Africa and help 
point the way to a more peaceful and 
prosperous future. 

That is why President Obama invited 
Prime Minister Meles Zenawi to last 
month’s G–8 Summit at Camp David. 
The subject was food security, and 
Prime Minister Meles and the leaders 
of several other African countries 
helped inaugurate a new public-private 
alliance for nutrition that aims to in-
crease agricultural production and lift 
50 million people out of poverty in the 
next 10 years. I can think of nothing 
that will do more to further peace and 

prosperity of the region than this kind 
of targeted, practical, and cooperative 
initiative. 

But initiatives like this depend for 
their success on broad national con-
sultation, transparency and account-
ability. Consultation to integrate ideas 
from diverse perspectives, trans-
parency to maintain partner con-
fidence that their investment is reach-
ing its targets, and accountability to 
ensure it produces the desired results. 
And transparency and accountability 
depend, in no small part, on a free 
press. 

In Ethiopia, that means enabling 
journalists like Eskinder Nega to do 
their work of reporting and peaceful 
political participation. 

But seven times in Prime Minister 
Meles’s 20-year rule, Mr. Eskinder has 
been detained for his reporting. In 2005, 
he and his journalist wife Serkalem 
Fasil were imprisoned for reporting on 
protests following that year’s disputed 
national elections. They spent 17 
months in prison, their newspapers 
were shut down, and Mr. Eskinder has 
been denied a license to practice jour-
nalism ever since. Yet he carried on, 
publishing articles online that high-
light the government’s denial of human 
rights and calling for an end to polit-
ical repression and corruption. 

In some of those articles, Mr. 
Eskinder specifically criticized the 
Meles government for misusing a 
vaguely-worded 2009 antiterrorism law 
to jail journalists and political oppo-
nents. Now he stands accused of ter-
rorism. At his trial, which opened in 
Addis Ababa on March 6, the govern-
ment reportedly offered as evidence 
against him a video of a town hall 
meeting in which Mr. Eskinder dis-
cusses the Arab spring and speculates 
on whether similar protests were pos-
sible in Ethiopia. If convicted, he could 
face the death penalty. 

The trial of Eskinder Nega, the im-
prisonment of several of his colleagues 
on similar spurious charges, and the 
fact that Ethiopia has driven so many 
journalists into exile over the last dec-
ade has eroded confidence in Prime 
Minister Meles’ commitment to press 
freedom and to other individual lib-
erties that are guaranteed by the Ethi-
opian constitution and fundamental to 
any democracy. 

The United States and Ethiopia share 
important interests, and the adminis-
tration’s fiscal year 2013 budget re-
quests $350 million in assistance for 
Ethiopia. However, to the extent that 
any of that assistance is intended for 
the Ethiopian government, the impor-
tance of respecting freedom of the 
press cannot be overstated. What hap-
pens to Mr. Eskinder and other jour-
nalists there will resonate loudly not 
only in Ethiopia, but also in the United 
States Congress. 

f 

FLAG DAY 
Mr. CARDIN. Mr. President, I rise 

today to commemorate the 96th anni-
versary of Flag Day in the United 
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