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Cattlemen’s Agricultural Land Trust— 
protect nearly all of the private land 
over a 20-mile stretch in the valley. 

The great work of the Cattlemen’s 
Agricultural Land Trust, aided by the 
programs in the farm bill conservation 
title before us, is protecting our west-
ern way of life in Colorado. 

This beautiful picture is also from 
the valley. This is not a movie set, by 
the way. This is how we live our lives 
in the great State of Colorado and why 
these programs have been so impor-
tant. 

Finally, I want to share one more 
Colorado story about preserving our 
State’s fruit orchards. Most people do 
not know this, as I have traveled the 
country—and I imagine Senators ISAK-
SON and CHAMBLISS from Georgia might 
even be surprised to hear—Colorado is 
a national leader in the production of 
peaches. This picture is of a peach or-
chard in Palisade. 

My friends from California might 
also be interested to know that Colo-
rado has a burgeoning wine industry as 
well. In Colorado’s Grand Valley, pic-
tured here, conservation programs 
have been efficiently employed to pro-
tect 14 family farms growing peaches 
and wine grapes among other things. 

The Federal investments made avail-
able to protect these lands have not 
only ensured they will stay in agricul-
tural production, but the resources 
provided from the Natural Resource 
Conservation Service, NRCS, help 
these family farms acquire new land to 
plant and new equipment to plant it. 

Mr. President, as you can see—and as 
you already know—conservation is an 
integral part of what we are all about 
in the West. It helps define who we are. 
Sometimes people only focus on con-
serving public land in its undeveloped 
state, and that is an important endeav-
or in Colorado and across the West. But 
private land conservation—the type 
aided by the farm bill—is critical for so 
many reasons: to protect the agricul-
tural heritage of the land, and for wild-
life habitat: elk, bighorn sheep, pheas-
ant, Colorado cutthroat trout—the list 
goes on and on—so many of the prized 
species that are important to our Na-
tion’s sportsmen and nature lovers. 

Finding open landscapes and the spe-
cies that inhabit them are a funda-
mental part of what it is to be in the 
West. We need to preserve these open 
spaces. That is what this title does. I 
strongly support this new conservation 
title as reported out of the committee 
on a bipartisan vote. 

I know some would look to amend 
this bipartisan consensus, to cut con-
servation resources in the name of def-
icit reduction or to apply it to some 
other purpose. I am the first to say we 
need to cut our deficit. We need to put 
the entire budget under a microscope— 
including agriculture—to cut waste 
and eliminate redundancies. And, by 
the way, we have. 

This committee—the Senate Agri-
culture Committee—under the leader-
ship of the chairwoman and the rank-

ing member, is the only committee I 
am aware of in this entire Congress— 
the House or the Senate—that has ac-
tually come up with a bipartisan con-
sensus on deficit reduction. I thank the 
ranking member and the chairwoman 
for their leadership, for setting a 
model, an example for the other com-
mittees that are working—or should be 
working—to get our deficit under con-
trol. 

I might say, $6.4 billion of those cuts 
do come from conservation, not all of 
which I like. But we made difficult 
compromises at the committee level. 
We have a more efficient conservation 
title that won support from both sides 
of the aisle, and we ought to move this 
bill forward. 

I know there has been a little bit of 
the usual back-and-forth about amend-
ments that are not necessarily related 
to the topic at hand, and we have a 
habit of doing that in the Senate. I 
hope there can be an agreement 
reached by the leadership so we can 
move this critically important bill for-
ward. 

Again, at a time when so much par-
tisan bickering is going on around this 
place, to have seen the fine work that 
was done by this committee—Repub-
licans and Democrats working to-
gether—to strengthen this commodity 
title, create real deficit reduction, and 
actually end direct payments to pro-
ducers—one of the most significant re-
forms in agricultural policy that we 
have had around this place in decades— 
it would be a shame—worse than a 
shame; it would be terrible—to let that 
work go to waste. 

With that, Mr. President, the hour is 
late. I am going to stop so we can 
close. I thank the Presiding Officer 
very much and say again what a privi-
lege it was to be able to talk about our 
home with him in the chair. 

So with that, I yield the floor and 
suggest the absence of a quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. BENNET. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

MORNING BUSINESS 

Mr. BENNET. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate 
proceed to a period of morning busi-
ness, with Senators permitted to speak 
therein for up to 10 minutes each. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO DELFORD MCKNIGHT 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, 
today I wish to recognize Mr. Delford 
McKnight of Laurel County, KY, for 
his lifetime of contributions in busi-
ness as well as his many years of public 
service to the State of Kentucky. 

Delford McKnight is the founder of 
McKnight & Associates, a successful 
industrial construction company that 
built and renovated numerous struc-
tures in Laurel and surrounding coun-
ties. 

Born in 1946, Mr. McKnight grew up 
on a small family farm 6 miles from 
London, KY. He attended Bush Elemen-
tary School and Bush High School, 
where he gained an interest in agri-
culture and construction. Taking class-
es in agriculture and woodworking, as 
well as other college prep classes, he 
earned the title ‘‘Boy Most Likely to 
Succeed’’ from his senior class. 

After graduating high school, Delford 
went on to attend the University of 
Kentucky for 1 year before leaving to 
pursue a career in construction. In 1964, 
he married his first wife, Helen Owens 
McKnight. The couple moved to Lex-
ington, where they ran a local Laun-
dromat and managed an apartment 
complex. On the side, Delford also 
worked for a construction company. In 
1965, the two moved back to their 
hometown, where Mr. McKnight took a 
job with the Hacker Brothers construc-
tion firm. 

Three years later, Delford opened his 
first construction business, McKnight 
Construction and Blueprint Company, 
in London, KY, today known as 
McKnight & Associates. This construc-
tion firm is responsible for building 
and renovating many of the buildings 
in the community, including the Clay 
County Vocational School, the Board 
of Education building in Manchester, 
and the first building of the Laurel 
Campus of Somerset Community Col-
lege. Along with these, Mr. McKnight 
also built North Laurel Middle School, 
as well as Hunter Hills Elementary 
School and the new Bush Elementary 
School. In the early 1970s, McKnight & 
Associates got the contract for the 
Kentucky Fried Chicken building in 
London, and later renovated Sanders 
Cafe and the Corbin KFC. 

Aside from his construction work, 
Mr. McKnight also became involved 
with several other business ventures. 
He was the first to bring the idea of 
self-storage units to southeastern Ken-
tucky, opening the first self-storage fa-
cility there in 1976. He also founded 
Lee-Mart Rent-to-Own Stores, which 
later sold to Aaron’s, Inc., and he co- 
founded Cumberland Valley Office Sup-
pliers, Inc., a retail office supply store. 
After becoming involved with the Lon-
don-Laurel County Tourist Commis-
sion, Delford developed the idea of the 
‘‘World Chicken Festival’’ in 1989 to 
highlight Colonel Sanders’s cooking 
worldwide, a festival that is still joy-
ously celebrated to this day. 

Mr. McKnight has held many leader-
ship positions throughout Kentucky. 
He is a past secretary of the Laurel 
County Chamber of Commerce, the 
first president of the Southeastern 
Kentucky Home Builders Association— 
from which he received the Time 
Award, and the current director of 
First National Bank & Trust in Lon-
don, Kentucky. He also served as a 

VerDate Mar 15 2010 04:11 Jun 13, 2012 Jkt 019060 PO 00000 Frm 00039 Fmt 4624 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\G12JN6.070 S12JNPT1jb
el

l o
n 

D
S

K
7S

P
T

V
N

1P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 S
E

N
A

T
E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATES3970 June 12, 2012 
member of the Cumberland Private In-
dustry Council, the Cumberland Valley 
ADD Board, and the London-Laurel 
County Tourist Commission. Mr. 
McKnight serves as a member and 
chairman of the 13th Regional Voca-
tional Advisory Council and was a 25- 
year member on the Corbin Tri-County 
Joint Industrial Development Author-
ity. He was also honored by the Laurel 
County Homecoming Festival for his 
service to the community in 2007. 

In 1989, Delford completed construc-
tion on his ‘‘dream executive home’’ in 
London, Kentucky, and he recently 
completed the construction and land-
scaping on his second home in Venice, 
Florida. He has recently quietly re-
tired, although he still helps with man-
agement decisions regarding his invest-
ments and business interest. Delford 
has been married to Lottie Gail since 
January 2001 after his first wife, Helen, 
died of cancer. Delford and Lottie Gail 
have a combined family of 5 children 
and 12 grandchildren. 

Delford is still an active member of 
the Laurel community today, serving 
as a deacon and Sunday school teacher 
at United Baptist Church, a member of 
the Laurel County Chamber of Com-
merce, a member of the Laurel County 
Vocational Advisory Council, and a 
member of the London-Laurel County 
Tourist Commission. 

At this time I ask my U.S. Senate 
colleagues to join me in recognizing 
Mr. Delford McKnight for his many 
contributions to the Laurel County 
community and the Commonwealth of 
Kentucky. An article from the Laurel 
County-area publication the Sentinel- 
Echo recently highlighted Mr. 
McKnight’s success and accomplish-
ments. I ask unanimous consent that 
said article be printed in the RECORD. 

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 

[From the Sentinel-Echo, Apr. 30, 2012] 
TAKING CHANCES PAID OFF FOR MCKNIGHT 

(By Nita Johnson) 
Variety and challenges could well describe 

the life of Laurel native Delford McKnight. 
‘‘I always like a challenge,’’ McKnight 

said, ‘‘and I like variety.’’ 
While his office is testimony to a variety 

of collectibles and what-nots, so is his life’s 
work. 

With his roots in carpentry and farming, 
McKnight graduated from Bush High School 
and attended the University of Kentucky. 

‘‘I went for a year, quit, and got married,’’ 
he said. 

He and his wife, Helen Owens McKnight, 
who died from cancer in 2000, ran a Laun-
dromat and managed a rental apartment in 
Lexington while Delford also worked for a 
commercial construction company. 

In 1965, the McKnights returned to their 
hometown, where Delford landed a job with 
Hacker Brothers construction firm. Four 
years later, McKnight and partner Harold 
McPhetridge launched McKnight and Associ-
ates, which has constructed and/or renovated 
many of the buildings in the county. 

His first ‘‘big’’ job came with the construc-
tion of the Clay County Vocational School, 
then getting the contract to build the Board 
of Education building in Manchester. He has 

since overseen the renovation of the first 
building of the Laurel campus of Somerset 
Community College, the former Interstate 
Coal offices on the property now known as 
College Park. His company built the former 
administration building, now known as the 
McDaniel Learning Center. He built North 
Laurel Middle School, Hunter Hills and the 
new Bush elementary schools as well as hav-
ing his hand in school construction in Clay 
and Perry counties. McKnight and Associ-
ates landed the contract for the Eastern 
Kentucky University site in Clay County and 
the University of Kentucky site in Harlan. 

Though he credits his family background 
of carpentry and farming for sparking his in-
terest in the construction business, he said 
the shop and vocational agriculture classes 
in high school solidified his choice of ca-
reers. 

‘‘I was raised on a farm and I think I could 
have been a farmer just as easily as I could 
do construction,’’ he said. ‘‘But I knew more 
about commercial construction than about 
building houses, so that’s what I pursued. I 
took college prep classes in high school but 
I’ve utilized the skills in agriculture and 
shop classes more than any college prep class 
I had.’’ 

A big believer in education, McKnight en-
courages students to pursue a field they 
enjoy and to bask in the opportunities they 
receive through their education and training 
courses. 

‘‘Get as much education as you possibly 
can, whether it’s job training or vocational 
training or whatever you’re interested in,’’ 
he continued. ‘‘You always need to continue 
to learn. Find something you like to do and 
pursue it.’’ 

McKnight’s career choice also led to his in-
volvement with community activities. In the 
early 1970s, his firm landed the contract for 
the Kentucky Fried Chicken building in Lon-
don. Later on, he was involved in the renova-
tion of Harland Sanders’s first restaurant— 
Sanders Cafe and the Corbin KFC. He also 
built the London-Laurel County Tourism of-
fice and became familiar with board mem-
bers for that organization. When he kept 
hearing about increasing tourism in Ken-
tucky through festivals, it was he who ap-
proached then-tourism director Ken Harvey 
and long-time board member Caner Cornett 
with the idea of the World Chicken Festival 
that highlighted Sanders’s achievements 
worldwide. 

But being one of the ‘‘firsts’’ involved in 
the highly ranked fall festival is just one 
more of McKnight’s ‘‘firsts.’’ 

While a student at UK in 1963, McKnight 
was one of those freshmen who challenged 
the football team to a snowball fight that 
has now become a tradition. Though he does 
not to this day recommend anyone challenge 
a UK football player in any form of physical 
challenge, he still laughs about the experi-
ence. 

He was the sole sixth-grade student at the 
one-room Langnau School before having to 
attend Bush Elementary the following year 
as one of 20 other seventh-grade students. 

He was the first to bring the idea of stor-
age buildings to London—a challenge for 
both his crews as well as a business venture. 

‘‘I kept seeing these storage buildings in 
bigger towns and wondered if there would be 
a need for that in London,’’ he explained. 
‘‘Self-storage actually began in California. 
The ones I built were used as an experiment 
here, mostly to keep my men working. We 
had a lull after building the (McKnight) 
apartments and I mainly just wanted to keep 
the men working so we built the storage 
units. It was one of the first ones east of the 
Mississippi and was unheard of in small 
towns, but now look around and see how 
many storage buildings there are around 
here.’’ 

McKnight’s love of variety also earned him 
a spot in the March/April 1991 edition of Ken-
tucky Builder for his uniquely styled home 
in London. He has carried that variable in-
terest into the design of his home in Florida 
that he shares with wife of more than 11 
years, Lottie Gail. 

‘‘I’ve had a good life but I’ve always been 
lucky to have great employees, most of 
whom have worked all their lives in this 
business. It’s the people who keep you in 
business—not just the customers, but the 
people who work with you.’’ 

f 

AMENDMENTS TO REGULATIONS 
ADOPTED BY THE COMMITTEE 
ON RULES AND ADMINISTRATION 

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I wish 
to inform all Senators that on Friday, 
May 25, 2012, the Committee on Rules 
and Administration adopted amend-
ments to the following regulations: 

Senate Office Building Regulations; and 
Smoking Policy—Rules X, Rules for Regu-

lation of Senate Wing. 

These regulations as amended are ef-
fective immediately. 

Mr. President, I ask unanimous con-
sent that the text of the regulations as 
amended be printed in the RECORD. 

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 

RULE X 

Smoking is prohibited in all public places 
and unassigned space within the Senate 
Wing of the Capitol, the Senate Office Build-
ings, and within twenty five feet from the 
entrances thereto. Smoking is also prohib-
ited under the carriage entrance and the 
East Portico connected to the Senate Wing 
of the Capitol. Each Senator, Chairman of a 
Committee (after consultation with the 
Ranking Member), the Secretary of the Sen-
ate, the Sergeant at Arms, the Architect of 
the Capitol, the Chaplain, and heads of sup-
port organizations assigned space in the Sen-
ate Wing of the Capitol or the Senate Office 
Buildings may establish individual smoking 
policies for office space assigned to them. 

SENATE OFFICE BUILDING REGULATIONS 

The members of the Committee on Rules 
and Administration hereby issue the fol-
lowing regulations: 

ARTICLE I—DEFINITIONS 

Sec. 101. As used in these regulations, the 
term— 

(1) ‘‘Senate Office Buildings’’ means the 
Richard Brevard Russell Office Building, the 
Everett McKinley Dirksen Office Building, 
the Philip A. Hart Office Building, the ga-
rages used in connection with such Build-
ings, all buildings and other structures 
(other than the Capitol Building or any part 
thereof) under the jurisdiction and control of 
the United States Senate, and all subways 
and enclosed passages connecting two or 
more such buildings or structures and the 
United States Capitol Building; 

(2) ‘‘Authorized person’’ means— 
a. Any Member of Congress; or 
b. Any officer or employee of the Senate or 

of any Member thereof, any officer or em-
ployee of the Congress, or any officer or em-
ployee of any committee or subcommittee of 
the Senate or of the Congress; 

(3) ‘‘Credentialed Member of the Press or 
Media of News Dissemination’’ means any re-
porter for a newspaper or periodical, reporter 
of news or press association requiring tele-
graph service to his/her membership, or a re-
porter for news dissemination through radio, 
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