June 6, 2012

SEC. 4005. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.

There is authorized to be appropriated to
carry out this subtitle $45,000,000,000 for fis-
cal year 2013 and each fiscal year thereafter.
SEC. 4006. REPEAL.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Effective 120 days after
the date of enactment of this Act, the Food
and Nutrition Act of 2008 (7 U.S.C. 2011 et
seq.) is repealed.

(b) RELATIONSHIP TO OTHER LAW.—Any ref-
erence in this Act, an amendment made by
this Act, or any other Act to the supple-
mental nutrition assistance program shall be
considered to be a reference to the supple-
mental nutrition assistance block grant pro-
gram under this subtitle.

SA 2183. Mr. PAUL submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 3240, to reauthorize
agricultural programs through 2017,
and for other purposes; which was or-
dered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:
SEC.

. LIMITATION ON FOREIGN ASSISTANCE
TO PAKISTAN.

No amounts may be obligated or expended
to provide any direct United States assist-
ance to the Government of Pakistan unless
the President certifies to Congress that—

(1) Dr. Shakil Afridi has been released from
prison in Pakistan;

(2) any criminal charges brought against
Dr. Afridi, including treason, have been
dropped; and

(3) if necessary to ensure his freedom, Dr.
Afridi has been allowed to leave Pakistan.

SA 2184. Mr. WYDEN (for himself and
Mr. BURR) submitted an amendment in-
tended to be proposed by him to the
bill S. 3240, to reauthorize agricultural
programs through 2017, and for other
purposes; which was ordered to lie on
the table; as follows:

At the end of title III, add the following:

Subtitle D—Other Matters
SEC. 3301. ACCESS OF MEMBERS OF CONGRESS
AND THEIR STAFF TO DOCUMENTS
RELATING TO TRADE NEGOTIA-
TIONS.

(a) PURPOSES.—The purposes of this section
are—

(1) to ensure the adequate consultation of
the United States Trade Representative with
Members of Congress;

(2) to provide Members of Congress with
appropriate opportunities—

(A) to advise the Trade Representative
with respect to the formulation of trade pol-
icy; and

(B) to propose specific negotiating objec-
tives for trade negotiations; and

(3) to provide Members of Congress with
the information necessary to assess compli-
ance with and enforcement of commitments
made by countries that are parties to trade
agreements with the United States.

(b) ACCESS TO CERTAIN DOCUMENTS.—Not-
withstanding section 2107 of the Bipartisan
Trade Promotion Authority Act of 2002 (19
U.S.C. 3807) or any other provision of law,
the United States Trade Representative shall
provide access to documents, including clas-
sified materials, relating to negotiations for
a trade agreement to which the United
States may be a party and policies advanced
by the Trade Representative in such negotia-
tions to—

(1) any Member of Congress that requests
such documents; and

(2) staff of such a Member with proper se-
curity clearances.

SA 2185. Mr. GRAHAM submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
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him to the bill S. 3240, to reauthorize
agricultural programs through 2017,
and for other purposes; which was or-
dered to lie on the table; as follows:

Beginning on page 312, strike line 2 and all
that follows through page 342, line 10, and in-
sert the following:

Subtitle A—Supplemental Nutrition
Assistance Block Grant Program
SEC. 4001. SUPPLEMENTAL NUTRITION ASSIST-
ANCE BLOCK GRANT PROGRAM.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall es-
tablish a supplemental nutrition assistance
block grant program under which the Sec-
retary shall make grants to each State that
submits to the Secretary a plan describing
the manner in which the State will carry out
the supplemental nutrition assistance pro-
gram in the State, including eligibility and
fraud prevention requirements.

(b) AMOUNT OF GRANT.—For each fiscal
year, the Secretary shall make a grant to
each State that has submitted a plan under
subsection (a) in an amount equal to the
product of—

(1) the amount made available under sub-
section (c) for the applicable fiscal year; and

(2) the proportion that—

(A) the number of low-income individuals
(as determined by the Secretary) in the
State; bears to

(B) the number of low-income individuals
in all States that have submitted a plan for
the applicable fiscal year.

(c) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—
There is authorized to be appropriated to
carry out this section an amount equal to
the amount made available to carry out the
supplemental nutrition assistance program
established under the Food and Nutrition
Act of 2008 (7 U.S.C. 2011 et seq.) (as in effect
on the day before the date of enactment of
this Act) for fiscal year 2010.

SEC. 4002. REPEAL.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Food and Nutrition
Act of 2008 (7 U.S.C. 2011 et seq.) is repealed.

(b) RELATIONSHIP TO OTHER LAW.—Any ref-
erence in this Act, an amendment made by
this Act, or any other Act to the supple-
mental nutrition assistance program shall be
considered to be a reference to the supple-
mental nutrition assistance block grant pro-
gram under this subtitle.

SA 2186. Mr. COBURN (for himself
and Mr. DURBIN) submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him
to the bill S. 3240, to reauthorize agri-
cultural programs through 2017, and for
other purposes; which was ordered to
lie on the table; as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:

SEC. . LIMITATION ON PREMIUM SUBSIDY
BASED ON AVERAGE ADJUSTED
GROSS INCOME.

Section 508(e) of the Federal Crop Insur-
ance Act (7 U.S.C. 1508(e)) (as amended by
section 11023(b)) is amended by adding at the
end the following:

““(9) LIMITATION ON PREMIUM SUBSIDY BASED
ON AVERAGE ADJUSTED GROSS INCOME.—

‘““(A) DEFINITION OF AVERAGE ADJUSTED
GROSS INCOME.—In this paragraph, the term
‘average adjusted gross income’ has the
meaning given the term in section 1001D(a)
of the Food Security Act of 1985 (7 U.S.C. 1308
3a(a)).

‘“(B) LIMITATION.—Notwithstanding any
other provision of this subtitle and begin-
ning with the 2014 reinsurance year, in the
case of any producer that is a person or legal
entity that has an average adjusted gross in-
come in excess of $750,000 based on the most
recent data available from the Farm Service
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Agency as of the beginning of the reinsur-
ance year, the total amount of premium sub-
sidy provided with respect to additional cov-
erage under subsection (c), section 508B, or
section 508C issued on behalf of the producer
for a reinsurance year shall be 15 percentage
points less than the premium subsidy pro-
vided in accordance with this subsection
that would otherwise be available for the ap-
plicable policy, plan of insurance, and cov-
erage level selected by the producer.”.

SA 2187. Mr. KERRY submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 3240, to reauthorize
agricultural programs through 2017,
and for other purposes; which was or-
dered to lie on the table; as follows:

On page 398, line 1, insert ‘‘(including a
commercial fisherman)’’ after ‘‘farmer’’.

SA 2188. Mr. KERRY submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 3240, to reauthorize
agricultural programs through 2017,
and for other purposes; which was or-
dered to lie on the table; as follows:

On page 1003, line 24, insert ‘‘and commer-
cially harvested fish” after ‘‘ornamental
fish’.

SA 2189. Mr. JOHNSON of Wisconsin
submitted an amendment intended to
be proposed by him to the bill S. 3240,
to reauthorize agricultural programs
through 2017, and for other purposes;
which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:

At the end of subtitle C of title IV, add the
following:

SEC. 4208. FRUIT AND VEGETABLE PROGRAM.

Section 19 of the Richard B. Russell Na-
tional School Lunch Act (42 U.S.C. 1769a) is
amended—

(1) in the section heading,
“FRESH"”;

(2) in subsection (a), by striking ‘‘fresh’’;
and

(3) by striking subsection (b) and inserting
the following:

“(b) PROGRAM.—A school participating in
the program—

‘(1) shall make free fruits and vegetables
available to students throughout the school
day (or at such other times as are considered
appropriate by the Secretary) in 1 or more
areas designated by the school;

‘(2) may make the free fruits and vegeta-
bles available in any form (such as fresh, fro-
zen, dried, or canned) that meets any nutri-
tion requirement prescribed by the Secretary
and consistent with the most recent Dietary
Guidelines for Americans published under
section 301 of the National Nutrition Moni-
toring and Related Research Act of 1990 (7
U.S.C. 5341); and

‘“(3) shall purchase, to the maximum ex-
tent practicable, domestic commodities or
products in compliance with section 12(n)
(including any implementing regulations).”’.

by striking

—————

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO
MEET
COMMITTEE ON BANKING, HOUSING, AND URBAN
AFFAIRS
Mr. LIEBERMAN. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Banking, Housing, and
Urban Affairs be authorized to meet
during the session of the Senate on
June 6, 2012, at 10 a.m., to conduct a
Committee hearing entitled ‘‘Imple-
menting
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Wall Street Reform: Enhancing Bank
Supervision and Reducing Systemic
Risk.”

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE, SCIENCE, AND
TRANSPORTATION

Mr. LIEBERMAN. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation be authorized to meet
during the session of the Senate on
June 6, 2012, at 2:30 p.m. in room 253 of
the Russell Senate Office Building.

The Committee will hold a hearing
entitled, ‘“The European Union Emis-
sions Trading System.”

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS

Mr. LIEBERMAN. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations be author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on June 6, 2012, at 10:00 a.m.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY

Mr. LIEBERMAN. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary be authorized
to meet during the session of the Sen-
ate, on June 6, 2012, at 10:00 a.m., in
room SD 226 of the Dirksen Senate Of-
fice Building, to conduct a hearing en-
titled “Ensuring that Federal Prosecu-
tors Meet Discovery Obligations.”

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY

Mr. LIEBERMAN. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary be authorized
to meet during the session of the Sen-
ate, on June 6, 2012, at 2:30 p.m., in
room SD 226 of the Dirksen Senate Of-
fice Building, to conduct a hearing en-
titled “Nominations.”

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON AGING

Mr. LIEBERMAN. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Spe-
cial Committee on Aging be authorized
to meet during the session of the Sen-
ate on June 6, 2012, at 2:00 p.m. in room
562 of the Dirksen Senate Office Build-
ing to conduct a hearing entitled ‘‘Pen-
sion Poachers: Preventing Fraud and
Protecting America’s Veterans.”

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

PRIVILEGES OF THE FLOOR

Mr. BAUCUS. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that two detailees
from my office, Herrick Fox and Ben-
jamin Thomas, be granted floor privi-
leges for the remainder of the debate
on S. 3240, the Agriculture Reform,
Food, and Jobs Act of 2012.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Ms. KLOBUCHAR. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that Chris
Avery, a fellow in Senator COONS’ of-
fice, be granted the privilege of the
floor for the remainder of the 112th
Congress.
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The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. BROWN of Ohio. Mr. President,
on behalf of Senator LEAHY, I ask
unanimous consent that Michelle
Lacko, a fellow on the Senate Judici-
ary Committee, be granted Senate
floor privileges for the duration of the
debate on S. 3240, the Agriculture Re-
form, Food and Jobs Act of 2012.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. PAUL. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that privileges of the
floor be granted to Benedikt Springer
from Senator MERKLEY’s staff.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

NATIONAL HUNGER AWARENESS
DAY

Mr. WHITEHOUSE. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate now proceed to the consideration of
S. Res. 484, which was submitted ear-
lier today.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 484) designating June
7, 2012, as National Hunger Awareness Day.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I rise in
honor of National Hunger Awareness
Day, which takes place on June 7. On
this day, we focus on the difficult re-
ality that exists for millions of Ameri-
cans. Hunger is a form of poverty, and
the persistence of hunger in the
wealthiest nation in the world is both
alarming and unacceptable. It is long
past due that we recognize the dev-
astating impact of hunger and commit
to protect the anti-hunger programs
that help children and families in their
time of need.

Today, June 6, marks a sad day in
America, the forty-fourth anniversary
of Senator Robert Kennedy’s death. In
April 1967, Senator Kennedy visited
homes in the Mississippi Delta where
he was stunned to see babies with dis-
tended bellies and ice boxes and cup-
boards bare of food. Senator Kennedy
was visibly moved by those he met
with on his trip and went back to
Washington to make hunger a national
issue and to raise federal support for
hungry children and families.

Today the fight continues. Hunger
remains a reality in all of our commu-
nities. We see it in the long lines at our
food pantries. We hear it from seniors
forced to choose between groceries and
medication. And we see it in the faces
of children at school who have not had
a decent meal since yesterday’s school
lunch.

During a visit to a food bank in
Champaign, IL, I noticed a young
woman who I thought worked there or
served on the board, but when she
spoke with me I learned that she is a
teacher’s aide in a local school and a
single mom with two kids. While she is
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happy to have her teaching job, she
doesn’t earn enough to keep food on
the table and must rely on the food
bank and food stamps.

Her story is not unique. Millions of
families live each day not knowing if
or how they will put food on the table.
Rather than thinking about what the
next meal will be, parents worry if
there will be a next meal. Today, 50
million people have trouble putting
food on the table, and 740,000 children
live in a food insecure household.
Where there is poverty, we see a great-
er demand for emergency food pro-
grams and support. Fortunately, pro-
grams like the Supplemental Nutrition
Assistance Program—SNAP—Women,
Infant, Children—WIC—Program, and
school meal programs provide food for
hungry children and families. These
programs have responded to the grow-
ing need by helping low and middle-
class families, children, and seniors
maintain a healthy diet.

The benefits of SNAP reach far be-
yond helping households maintain a
healthy diet. SNAP is one of the Na-
tion’s most important anti-hunger pro-
grams and has provided over 46 million
Americans with essential food assist-
ance. In Illinois, more than 1.8 million
people rely on SNAP benefits. SNAP
has lifted nearly 2.5 million children
out of poverty, more than any other
government program.

According to the United States De-
partment of Agriculture’s—USDA—
Economic Research Service, $5 of
SNAP benefits can generate $9 in eco-
nomic activity through retail demand,
farm production, and jobs. When mil-
lions of Americans are struggling, food
stamps meet a basic human need.

This week the Senate will take up
the Farm bill, which provides critical
funding for food assistance programs,
including SNAP. I am concerned about
possible amendments to significantly
cut the program and fundamentally
alter how the program operates. SNAP
provides an important safety net for
households that have fallen on hard
times.

Throughout the country, food banks
and pantries that rely on Federal as-
sistance are the front line of the fight
against hunger, providing emergency
food assistance to hungry families. At
a time when millions of middle class
Americans are struggling to keep up
with higher gas prices, grocery bills,
and health care costs, more families
are looking to federal programs for as-
sistance. Throughout the country, fed-
eral hunger assistance programs have
responded to this growing need by pro-
viding essential support to hungry fam-
ilies. Over the past 2 years, Illinois
food banks have seen a 50 percent in-
crease in requests for food assistance.

As Americans struggle to make ends
meet, they rely on food pantries to fill
gaps in their grocery needs. The Cen-
tral Illinois Food Bank is one of many
in my State that help to meet that
need. Central Illinois Food Bank cele-
brates its 30th anniversary today. In its
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