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H.R. 2764. An act to amend the Homeland 

Security Act of 2002 to establish weapons of 
mass destruction intelligence and informa-
tion sharing functions of the Office of Intel-
ligence and Analysis of the Department of 
Homeland Security and to require dissemi-
nation of information analyzed by the De-
partment to entities with responsibilities re-
lating to homeland security, and for other 
purposes. 

H.R. 3140. An act to amend the Homeland 
Security Act of 2002 to direct the Secretary 
of Homeland Security to prioritize the as-
signment of officers and analysts to certain 
State and urban area fusion centers to en-
hance the security of mass transit systems. 

H.R. 3310. An act to amend the Commu-
nications Act of 1934 to consolidate the re-
porting obligations of the Federal Commu-
nications Commission in order to improve 
congressional oversight and reduce reporting 
burdens. 

H.R. 3670. An act to require the Transpor-
tation Security Administration to comply 
with the Uniformed Services Employment 
and Reemployment Rights Act. 

H.R. 4041. An act to amend the Export En-
hancement Act of 1988 to further enhance the 
promotion of exports of United States goods 
and services, and for other purposes. 

H.R. 4201. An act to amend the 
Servicemembers Civil Relief Act to provide 
for the protection of child custody arrange-
ments for parents who are members of the 
Armed Forces. 

H.R. 5512. An act to amend title 28, United 
States Code, to realign divisions within two 
judicial districts. 

H.R. 5651. An act to amend the Federal 
Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act to revise and 
extend the user-fee programs for prescription 
drugs and for medical devices, to establish 
user-fee programs for generic drugs and 
biosimilars, and for other Purposes. 

The message also announced that the 
House agrees to the amendment of the 
Senate to the bill (H.R. 5740) to extend 
the National Flood Insurance Program, 
and for other purposes. 

f 

MEASURES REFERRED 

The following bills were read the first 
and the second times by unanimous 
consent, and referred as indicated: 

H.R. 915. An act to establish a Border En-
forcement Security Task Force program to 
enhance border security by fostering coordi-
nated efforts among Federal, State, and 
local border and law enforcement officials to 
protect United States border cities and com-
munities from trans-national crime, includ-
ing violence associated with drug traf-
ficking, arms smuggling, illegal alien traf-
ficking and smuggling, violence, and kidnap-
ping along and across the international bor-
ders of the United States, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Homeland Secu-
rity and Governmental Affairs. 

H.R. 1299. An act to achieve operational 
control of and improve security at the inter-
national land borders of the United States, 
and for other purposes; to the Committee on 
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs. 

H.R. 2764. An act to amend the Homeland 
Security Act of 2002 to establish weapons of 
mass destruction intelligence and informa-
tion sharing functions of the Office of Intel-
ligence and Analysis of the Department of 
Homeland Security and to require dissemi-
nation of information analyzed by the De-
partment to entities with responsibilities re-
lating to homeland security, and for other 
purposes; to the Committee on Homeland Se-
curity and Governmental Affairs. 

H.R. 3140. An act to amend the Homeland 
Security Act of 2002 to direct the Secretary 
of Homeland Security to prioritize the as-
signment of officers and analysts to certain 
State and urban area fusion centers to en-
hance the security of mass transit systems; 
to the Committee on Homeland Security and 
Governmental Affairs. 

H.R. 3310. An act to amend the Commu-
nications Act of 1934 to consolidate the re-
porting obligations of the Federal Commu-
nications Commission in order to improve 
congressional oversight and reduce reporting 
burdens; to the Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation. 

H.R. 3670. An act to require the Transpor-
tation Security Administration to comply 
with the Uniformed Services Employment 
and Reemployment Rights Act; to the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation. 

H.R. 4041. An act to amend the Export En-
hancement Act of 1988 to further enhance the 
promotion of exports of United States goods 
and services, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Banking, Housing, and Urban 
Affairs. 

H.R. 4201. An act to amend the 
Servicemembers Civil Relief Act to provide 
for the protection of child custody arrange-
ments for parents who are members of the 
Armed Forces; to the Committee on Vet-
erans’ Affairs. 

H.R. 5512. An act to amend title 28, United 
States Code, to realign divisions within two 
judicial districts; to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

f 

MEASURES PLACED ON THE 
CALENDAR 

The following joint resolution was 
read the second time, and placed on the 
calendar: 

S.J. Res. 41. Joint resolution expressing 
the sense of Congress regarding the nuclear 
program of the Government of the Islamic 
Republic of Iran. 

The following bill was read the first 
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and placed on the calendar: 

H.R. 5651. An act to amend the Federal 
Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act to revise and 
extend the user-fee programs for prescription 
drugs and for medical devices, to establish 
user-fee programs for generic drugs and 
biosimilars, and for other purposes. 

f 

PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS 

The following petitions and memo-
rials were laid before the Senate and 
were referred or ordered to lie on the 
table as indicated: 

POM–90. A joint Memorial adopted by the 
Legislature of the State of Idaho urging the 
President and Congress to award the Medal 
of honor to an Idaho native and Army vet-
eran; to the Committee on Armed Services. 

HOUSE JOINT MEMORIAL NO. 7 
We, your Memorialists, the House of Rep-

resentatives and the Senate of the State of 
Idaho assembled in the Second Regular Ses-
sion of the Sixty-first Idaho Legislature, do 
hereby respectfully represent that: 

Whereas, on May 15, 2005, Idaho native 
Army Sergeant Chris Tschida and the three 
crew members of his tank were patrolling 
route ‘‘Michigan’’ between Ramadi and 
Fallujah in the Al Anbar Province of Iraq 
while conducting operations under Operation 
Iraqi Freedom; and 

Whereas, Sgt. Tschida, along with his load-
er, were standing watch in the gun turret, 

watching for enemy activity while the tank 
driver and a Lieutenant were inside the tank 
preparing for a mission later that night. The 
loader shifted his body and accidentally 
knocked his water bottle down inside the 
tank and while lowering himself inside the 
tank to pick up the water, an insurgent used 
the opportunity to attack by throwing two 
enemy grenades inside the tank; and 

Whereas, Sgt. Tschida could hear the gre-
nades fall in the tank and instantly found 
one, yelling ‘‘grenade!’’ to his crew members 
while retrieving one grenade to put into the 
tank’s breach to absorb the blast. In this 
process, the grenade exploded and amputated 
Sgt. Tschida’s left hand. Moments later the 
second grenade exploded inside the tank, se-
verely wounding Sgt. Tschida and two of the 
other crew members; and 

Whereas, still conscious, Sgt. Tschida 
began assessing the damage inside the tank, 
but was unable to see because of the smoke 
and fire caused by the grenade. Sgt. Tschida 
attempted to key the microphone on his 
radio to call for support and report the 
enemy attack when he noticed his left hand 
was missing. Sgt. Tschida wrapped the 
stump of his hand into his shirt and began 
checking the status of his tank and fellow 
soldiers. At first glance Sgt. Tschida saw his 
Lieutenant slumped over and unconscious 
with his head resting on the .50 caliber sight. 
The Lieutenant was bleeding heavily from 
his eye socket and appeared to be dead; and 

Whereas, Sgt. Tschida then noticed his 
loader, hanging half-way out of the tank’s 
turret, missing both legs from the knees 
down. Sgt. Tschida shook his Lieutenant to 
see if he was alive, at which time the Lieu-
tenant let out a gasp of air that confirmed 
he was not dead; and 

Whereas, an evaluation of the tank also 
confirmed the ammunition bay had been 
busted open from the grenade blast and the 
tank ammunition was at risk of catching fire 
and exploding. Knowing he and his fellow 
soldiers were not safe inside the tank, Sgt. 
Tschida pulled himself out of the hatch and 
then began pulling his loader out of the 
tank. Once his loader was safely out of the 
tank, Sgt. Tschida began pulling his Lieu-
tenant out of the commander’s hatch of the 
tank. Once both soldiers were safely out of 
the tank, Sgt. Tschida began administering 
first aid by tying a tourniquet on both of the 
loader’ s legs and by stuffing a field bandage 
inside of the eye socket of the Lieutenant to 
stop the bleeding from his head; and 

Whereas, while caring for both soldiers, 
Sgt. Tschida did a security check of his area. 
At this time an enemy insurgent, believed to 
be the one who attacked Sgt. Tschida’ s 
tank, engaged Sgt. Tschida while he was ad-
ministering first aid to his fellow soldiers. 
Sgt. Tschida was able to repel the enemy as-
sault with his M9 service pistol, killing the 
hostile force; and 

Whereas, knowing they were in imminent 
danger, Sgt. Tschida attempted to get the 
driver of the tank to respond to his com-
mands, but the soldier was in shock and un-
responsive. After beating on the hatch and 
pleading with the driver to respond, the driv-
er opened the driver ’s hatch and began re-
ceiving commands from Sgt. Tschida. At this 
time, Sgt. Tschida commanded the driver to 
return them and the tank with its munitions 
back to the nearest security gate to get help. 
Sgt. Tschida then shielded both soldiers with 
his body on the surface of the tank until 
they arrived at a safe location; and 

Whereas, all four crew members, including 
Sgt. Tschida, survived the injuries they sus-
tained on May 15, 2005, and the tank was re-
turned and repaired for future use. To this 
day, Sgt. Chris Tschida has not received rec-
ognition or accolades for his heroism and 
steadfast leadership on May 15, 2005. Now, 
therefore, be it 
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Resolved, by the members of the Second 

Regular Session of the Sixty-first Idaho Leg-
islature, the House of Representatives and 
the Senate concurring therein, that we urge 
President Barack Obama, in the name of 
Congress, to award Retired Sergeant Chris 
Tschida the Medal of Honor for distin-
guishing himself through conspicuous gal-
lantry and intrepidity at the risk of his life 
above and beyond the call of duty, or the 
highest appropriate recognition; and be it 
further 

Resolved, That the Chief Clerk of the House 
of Representatives be, and she is hereby au-
thorized and directed to forward a copy of 
this Memorial to President Barack Obama, 
the President of the Senate and the Speaker 
of the House of Representatives of Congress, 
and the congressional delegation rep-
resenting the State of Idaho in the Congress 
of the United States. 

POM–91. A concurrent resolution adopted 
by the Legislature of the State of Louisiana 
memorializing the United States Congress to 
support the 259th Air Traffic Control Squad-
ron Louisiana National Guard and urging the 
Louisiana congressional delegation to take 
action to reverse the planned disbanding of 
the squadron; to the Committee on Armed 
Services. 

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NO. 55 
To memorialize the Congress of the United 

States to support the 259th Air Traffic Con-
trol Squadron Louisiana National Guard and 
urge the Louisiana congressional delegation 
to take action to reverse the planned dis-
banding of the squadron. 

Whereas, the 259th Air Traffic Control 
Squadron is uniquely staffed to support large 
scale military training operations that are 
launched from Alexandria International Air-
port to Fort Polk which are essential to the 
world class military training at Fort Polk; 
and 

Whereas, three of the last four presidents 
have used the services and assets of the ATC 
squadron to safely access Fort Polk and Cen-
tral Louisiana; and 

Whereas, the 259th Air Traffic Control 
Squadron has also safely controlled the air 
access of numerous United States flag offi-
cers, foreign dignitaries, foreign military of-
ficers, governors and members of congres-
sional delegations during important visits in 
support of Fort Polk operations; and 

Whereas, this exceptional unit has consist-
ently achieved rating of excellent in their 
performance evaluation and currently leads 
the nation in keeping its staff strength at or 
near one hundred percent; and 

Whereas, the 259th Air Traffic Control 
Squadron has played a key role in disaster 
relief efforts such as Hurricane Katrina, 
when it worked to control the airspace over 
New Orleans in the aftermath of the coun-
try’s biggest natural disaster; and 

Whereas, this unit has been called on and 
has responded in an exemplary manner to re-
quests from other states when they were 
struck by disasters; and 

Whereas, little or no input was considered 
from the Air National Guard Headquarters, 
the Adjutant General of the Louisiana Na-
tional Guard, the Louisiana Air National 
Guard Commander, the Louisiana congres-
sional delegation, the governor, the United 
States Army or England Airpark before the 
Department of Defense proposed to disband 
the unit in order to achieve budget cuts; and 

Whereas, the 259th is composed of 110 
proud, patriotic Louisiana citizens bravely 
serving their country during perilous times 
who are now being told their mission is over 
and their service is no longer needed; and 

Whereas, disbanding of the 259th ATC will 
weaken Fort Polk, Alexandria International 

Airport, England Airpark and the state of 
Louisiana: Therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Legislature of Louisiana 
hereby memorializes the Congress of the 
United States to use all of its powers of over-
sight to reverse this catastrophic decision by 
the Department of Defense to disband a 
vital, smooth operating, and badly needed 
unit such as the 259th Air Traffic Control 
Squadron in order to cut military spending, 
especially in these times of war, world con-
flict, and danger from dictators and terror-
ists; and be it further 

Resolved, That the Legislature of Louisiana 
requests the governor and the appropriate 
agencies to take such action as they deem 
necessary to support the Louisiana congres-
sional delegation in its effort to save the 
259th Air Traffic Control Squadron; and be it 
further 

Resolved, That a copy of this Resolution 
shall be transmitted to the secretary of the 
United States Senate and the clerk of the 
United States House of Representatives, to 
each member of the Louisiana delegation to 
the United States Congress and to the gov-
ernor of the state of Louisiana. 

POM–92. A concurrent resolution adopted 
by the Legislature of the State of Louisiana 
memorializing the United States Congress to 
take such actions as necessary to encourage 
the National Marine Fisheries Service, the 
Gulf of Mexico Marine Fisheries Council, and 
the Gulf of Mexico Fisheries Management 
Council to adopt a weekend-only fishery 
management regime for red snapper in the 
Gulf of Mexico for 2012; to the Committee on 
Commerce, Science, and Transportation. 

HOUSE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NO. 10 
To memorialize the United States Congress 

to take such actions as are necessary to en-
courage the National Marine Fisheries Serv-
ice, the Gulf of Mexico Marine Fisheries 
Council, and the Gulf of Mexico Fisheries 
Management Council to adopt a weekend- 
only fishery management regime for red 
snapper in the Gulf of Mexico for 2012. 

Whereas, it is the responsibility of the Na-
tional Marine Fisheries Service, an agency 
in the National Oceanographic and Atmos-
pheric Administration, through the Gulf of 
Mexico Marine Fisheries Council and the 
Gulf of Mexico Fisheries Management Coun-
cil, to manage and regulate marine species 
located in the Gulf of Mexico; and 

Whereas, this management and regulation 
includes a determination of the sustain-
ability of each species and preservation of 
the sustainability through the setting of 
take limits, individual fishing quotas, and 
opening and closing seasons; and 

Whereas, red snapper is a highly sought- 
after fish and, through the years has been 
one of the most popular fish for restaurants 
but is currently one of the most highly regu-
lated fisheries due to the fact that in the 
late 1970s and early 1980s, the population 
spawnings were not as strong as had been ex-
pected; and 

Whereas, in an effort to protect the fish-
ery, regulations were instituted that limited 
the number of fish that could be taken and 
set the minimum and maximum sizes; and 

Whereas, although these regulations have 
resulted in an increase in the number of red 
snapper in the Gulf of Mexico and in an over-
all increased health of the red snapper popu-
lations, because of the past experience with 
unexpected spawning difficulties, NOAA 
Fisheries continues to maintain tight rein 
on the red snapper fishery and continues to 
implement stringent regulations on the tak-
ing of red snapper in the Gulf with those reg-
ulations for 2012 involving an open season of 
only forty days; and 

Whereas, a forty-day season for red snap-
per will be devastating particularly to the 

charter fishing industry whose clientele are 
eager for the experience of fishing for and 
landing Louisiana’s famed and highly sought 
after red snapper; and 

Whereas, the charter industry in the state 
of Louisiana is an industry, like so many 
others across coastal Louisiana, that has 
been hard hit in recent years by hurricanes, 
record-setting riverine flooding, and the BP 
oil disaster in the Gulf; and 

Whereas, one of the options discussed while 
determining the 2012 management regime 
was a weekend-only fishery which would 
elongate the period of time within which red 
snapper could be caught to nearly the entire 
summer, thus enabling the charter fishing 
industry, largely a weekend-only industry, 
more opportunities to ply their trade, book 
their charters, and increase the income to an 
already hard-hit industry; Therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Legislature of Louisiana 
does hereby memorialize the United States 
Congress to take such actions as are nec-
essary to encourage the National Marine 
Fisheries Service, the Gulf of Mexico Marine 
Fisheries Council, and the Gulf of Mexico 
Fisheries Management Council to adopt a 
weekend-only fishery management scheme 
for red snapper for 2012; and be it further 

Resolved, That a copy of this Resolution be 
transmitted to the presiding officers of the 
Senate and the House of Representatives of 
the Congress of the United States of America 
and to each member of the Louisiana con-
gressional delegation and the heads of the 
National Marine Fisheries Service, the Gulf 
of Mexico Marine Fisheries Council, and the 
Gulf of Mexico Fisheries Management Coun-
cil. 

POM–93. A concurrent resolution adopted 
by the Legislature of the State of Louisiana 
memorializing the United States Congress to 
take such actions as are necessary to encour-
age and enable the Federal Energy Regu-
latory Commission to expedite the review 
and approval of Cheniere Energy’s Sabine 
Pass Liquified Natural Gas facility and to 
streamline the approval process for similar 
export facilities to magnify the economic 
benefits of liquified natural gas exports 
throughout the region and nation; to the 
Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources. 

HOUSE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NO. 94 
To memorialize the United States Congress 

to take such actions as are necessary to en-
courage and enable the Federal Energy Reg-
ulatory Commission to expedite the review 
and approval of Cheniere Energy’s Sabine 
Pass Liquified Natural Gas facility and to 
streamline the approval process for similar 
export facilities to magnify the economic 
benefits of liquified natural gas exports 
throughout the region and nation. 

Whereas, Cheniere Energy plans to invest 
ten billion dollars into a liquified natural 
gas (LNG) export facility located in Cameron 
Parish, Louisiana; and 

Whereas, Cheniere’s Sabine Pass LNG Ex-
port facility will have significant economic 
benefits for the Louisiana and national 
economies; and 

Whereas, Cheniere’s Sabine Pass LNG Ex-
port Facility will result in an average of one 
thousand eight hundred construction jobs 
over a five-year period, over one billion dol-
lars paid in wages and benefits during con-
struction, and an additional two hundred 
permanent jobs in Cameron Parish; and 

Whereas, Cheniere’s Sabine Pass LNG Ex-
port facility will create a demand for two 
billion cubic feet (bcf) of natural gas drawn 
from areas such as Louisiana’s Haynesville 
Shale and will support between thirty thou-
sand and fifty thousand jobs in the explo-
ration and production industry; and 
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Whereas, Cheniere’s Sabine Pass LNG Ex-

port facility will provide a stable and secure 
energy source for America’s allies around 
the world; and 

Whereas, Cheniere’s Sabine Pass LNG Ex-
port facility will bring needed jobs and de-
velopment to Cameron Parish, Louisiana, 
and encourage growth in the southwest Lou-
isiana region; and 

Whereas, the Cheniere’s Sabine Pass site 
has been subjected to three extensive envi-
ronmental reviews by the Federal Energy 
Regulatory Commission resulting in findings 
of no significant impact in an initial Envi-
ronmental Impact Statement and two Envi-
ronmental Assessments; and 

Whereas, the Federal Energy Regulatory 
Commission’s current review of Cheniere’s 
Sabine Pass LNG Export Facility has been 
ongoing since July 2010; and 

Whereas, Cheniere has demonstrated that 
they are a safe and responsible operator, 
steward of the local environment, and re-
sponsible corporate citizen; Therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Legislature of Louisiana 
does hereby memorialize the United States 
Congress to take such actions as are nec-
essary to encourage and enable the Federal 
Energy Regulatory Commission to expedite 
the review and approval of Cheniere Energy’s 
Sabine Pass Liquified Natural Gas facility 
and to streamline the approval process for 
similar export facilities to magnify the eco-
nomic benefits of liquified natural gas ex-
ports throughout the region and nation; and 
be it further, 

Resolved, That a copy of this Resolution be 
transmitted to the presiding officers of the 
Senate and the House of Representatives of 
the Congress of the United States of America 
and to each member of the Louisiana con-
gressional delegation. 

POM–94. A joint resolution adopted by the 
Legislature of the State of Maine urging the 
President of the United States and the 
United States Congress to reform the federal 
Toxic Substances Control Act of 1976; to the 
Committee on Environment and Public 
Works. 

A JOINT RESOLUTION 
We, your Memorialists, the Members of the 

One Hundred and Twenty-fifth Legislature of 
the State of Maine now assembled in the 
Second Regular Session, most respectfully 
present and petition the President of the 
United States and the members of the United 
States Congress as follows: 

Whereas, a child and a developing fetus are 
uniquely vulnerable to the health threats of 
toxic chemicals; and 

Whereas, a growing body of peer-reviewed 
scientific evidence links exposure to toxic 
chemicals with many diseases and health 
problems, including prostate cancer, breast 
cancer, learning and developmental disabil-
ities, infertility and obesity; and 

Whereas, the effects of toxic chemicals 
place an undue burden on states, including 
increasing health care costs, environmental 
damage and demands for state regulation; 
and 

Whereas, businesses that lack information 
on the effects of chemicals in their supply 
chain are at a disadvantage; and 

Whereas, the governing federal law, the 
Toxic Substances Control Act of 1976, was in-
tended to protect public health from toxic 
chemicals; and 

Whereas, at the time when the federal 
Toxic Substances Control Act of 1976 was 
passed, there were about 62,000 chemicals in 
commerce that were grandfathered without 
the testing currently required for potential 
health and safety hazards or any restrictions 
on known chemical hazards; and 

Whereas, in the 35 years since the federal 
Toxic Substances Control Act of 1976 was 

passed, the United States Environmental 
Protection Agency has required testing to be 
conducted on only about 200 of those chemi-
cals for health hazards and has restricted the 
use of only 5 chemicals; and 

Whereas, the federal Toxic Substances 
Control Act of 1976 has been widely recog-
nized as ineffective and obsolete due to pro-
cedural hurdles that prevent the United 
States Environmental Protection Agency 
from taking quick and effective action to 
protect the public against well-known chem-
ical threats; and 

Whereas, in 2008 the Maine Legislature en-
acted, and in 2011 amended, the Kid Safe 
Products Act with broad bipartisan support 
as a comprehensive safer chemical policy re-
form; and 

Whereas, state policy leadership cannot 
substitute for congressional action to mod-
ernize the federal Toxic Substances Control 
Act of 1976, a reform all parties agree is ur-
gently needed; and 

Whereas, federal legislation to reform the 
federal Toxic Substances Control Act of 1976, 
the Safe Chemicals Act of 2011, is under con-
sideration in the 112th Congress; now, there-
fore, be it 

Resolved, That We, your Memorialists, re-
spectfully urge and request that the Presi-
dent of the United States and the United 
States Congress modernize the federal Toxic 
Substances Control Act of 1976 in a manner 
that ensures the safety of chemicals in ev-
eryday products and that uses the best sci-
entific data to protect the health of vulner-
able groups, such as children, while pro-
moting business innovation and making 
timely decisions on chemicals of highest 
concern; and be it further 

Resolved, That suitable copies of this reso-
lution, duly authenticated by the Secretary 
of State, be transmitted to the Honorable 
Barack H. Obama, President of the United 
States, to the President of the United States 
Senate and to the Speaker of the United 
States House of Representatives, and to each 
Member of the Maine Congressional Delega-
tion. 

POM–95. A joint Memorial adopted by the 
Legislature of the State of Idaho urging the 
President and Congress to support a Basque 
Country—Euskadi ’ta Askatasuna (ETA) 
truce; to the Committee on Foreign Rela-
tions. 

HOUSE JOINT MEMORIAL NO. 14 
We, your Memorialists, the House of Rep-

resentatives and the Senate of the State of 
Idaho assembled in the Second Regular Ses-
sion of the Sixty-first Idaho Legislature, do 
hereby respectfully represent that: 

Whereas, the State of Idaho is a North 
American center of the Basque population, 
and many of those citizens of this state have 
kept close ties to the homeland of their fore-
fathers; and 

Whereas, from the time of the government 
of the last dictatorship in Spain until the 
present, the Basque Country has experienced 
decades of terror and violence; and 

Whereas, in 1972, the Second Regular Ses-
sion of the Forty-first Idaho Legislature 
adopted Senate Joint Memorial No. 115 that 
condemned the government of the last dicta-
torship in Spain and urged peace and democ-
racy in the Basque Country; and 

Whereas, in 2002, the Second Regular Ses-
sion of the Fifty-sixth Idaho Legislature 
unanimously adopted Senate Joint Memorial 
No. 114 that condemned all terrorist organi-
zations operating in the world and specifi-
cally the terrorist organization Euskadi ’ta 
Askatasuna (ETA) in Spain and expressed 
strong support for an immediate end to all 
violence in the Basque Country and for the 
establishment of peace and freedom through 

all democratic and lawful means as well as 
the recognition of the right to self-deter-
mination; and 

Whereas, in 2006, the Second Regular Ses-
sion of the Fifty-eighth Idaho Legislature 
adopted House Joint Memorial No. 26 that 
condemned all acts of terrorism and violence 
by all organizations and individuals within 
the Basque Country and throughout the 
world: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, by the members of the Second 
Regular Session of the Sixty-first Idaho Leg-
islature, the House of Representatives and 
the Senate concurring therein, that the 
State of Idaho recognizes and commends 
ETA’s statements of a definitive cessation of 
its armed activity and end to terrorism, and 
further commends the governments of Spain, 
France, the Basque Autonomous Community 
and Navarre for their actions to promote dia-
logue on the future of the Basque territories 
and achieving a lasting peace; be it further 

Resolved, That the State of Idaho extends 
its encouragement and support to their 
democratic governments in their ongoing ef-
forts to establish a negotiation process to 
create a lasting peace, to recognize all vic-
tims of terrorism and to consider all demo-
cratic forms of referenda on the constitu-
tional future of the Basque territories; and 
be it further 

Resolved, that the Chief Clerk of the House 
of Representatives be, and she is hereby au-
thorized and directed to forward a copy of 
this Memorial to the President and Sec-
retary of State of the United States, the 
President of the Senate and the Speaker of 
the House of Representatives of Congress, 
the congressional delegation representing 
the State of Idaho in the Congress of the 
United States, the Prime Minister of Spain, 
the President of France, the President of the 
Basque Autonomous Community and the 
President of the Foral Government of 
Navarre. 

POM–96. A joint Memorial adopted by the 
Legislature of the State of Idaho urging the 
President and Congress to implement the Be-
yond the Border Action Plan; to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations. 

HOUSE JOINT MEMORIAL NO. 13 
We, your Memorialists, the House of Rep-

resentatives and the Senate of the State of 
Idaho assembled in the Second Regular Ses-
sion of the Sixty-first Idaho Legislature, do 
hereby respectfully represent that: 

Whereas, the United States and Canada 
enjoy a partnership long rooted in a history 
of peaceful coexistence and one of the largest 
and most successful economic relationships 
in the world; and 

Whereas, the United States and Canada are 
each other’s largest single export market; 
and 

Whereas, millions of jobs in both the 
United States and Canada depend on the 
trade and investment flowing across the bor-
der between the two countries; and 

Whereas, Canada is one of Idaho’s top trad-
ing partners, based on 2010 data, and our 
companies and industries depend on inte-
grated cross-border supply chains and pro-
duction processes; and 

Whereas, on February 4, 2011, the Prime 
Minister of Canada and the President of the 
United States issued a declaration on a 
Shared Vision for Perimeter Security and 
Economic Competitiveness, which called for 
a joint action plan; and 

Whereas, the United States and Canada es-
tablished a Beyond the Border Working 
Group composed of representatives from the 
relevant departments and offices of their fed-
eral governments to develop the action plan 
and be responsible for its implementation; 
and 
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Whereas, the Beyond the Border Action 

Plan was released in December of 2011; and 
Whereas, the Beyond the Border Action 

Plan details methods for the United States 
and Canada to work together to enhance 
joint security and accelerate the legitimate 
flow of people, goods and services through 
four areas of cooperation: (1) addressing 
threats early; (2) trade facilitation, eco-
nomic growth and jobs; (3) cross-border law 
enforcement; and (4) critical infrastructure 
and cybersecurity; and 

Whereas, on February 4, 2011, the Prime 
Minister of Canada and the President of the 
United States announced the creation of the 
United States-Canada Regulatory Coopera-
tion Council to increase regulatory trans-
parency and coordination between the two 
countries; and 

Whereas, the initial Joint Action Plan of 
the Regulatory Cooperation Council was re-
leased in December of 2011; and 

Whereas, the Action Plan on Regulatory 
Cooperation will help reduce barriers to 
trade, lower costs for consumers and busi-
ness and create economic opportunities on 
both sides of the border through the align-
ment of regulatory approaches in the areas 
of agriculture and food, transportation, 
health and personal care products, chemical 
management, the environment and other 
cross-sectoral areas, while not compromising 
our health, safety or environmental protec-
tion standards; and 

Whereas, Idaho has much to gain from the 
development of joint strategies and inte-
grated approaches to enhance security and 
efficient trade between Canada and the 
United States: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, by the members of the Second 
Regular Session of the Sixty-first Idaho Leg-
islature, the House of Representatives and 
the Senate concurring therein, that the 
President, Executive Branch Agencies and 
Congress work together to see that the Be-
yond the Border Action Plan on Perimeter 
Security and Economic Competitiveness and 
the Action Plan on Regulatory Cooperation 
are carried out and that the United States’ 
appointees to the Beyond the Border Work-
ing Group, the Regulatory Cooperation 
Council, and the United States’ agencies re-
sponsible for implementing the action plans 
have the resources necessary to assist in re-
alizing the goals of the action plans, and be 
it further 

Resolved, That the Chief Clerk of the House 
of Representatives be, and she is hereby au-
thorized and directed to forward a copy of 
this Memorial to the President of the United 
States, the Secretary of the United States 
Department of State, the United States At-
torney General, the Secretary of the United 
States Department of Homeland Security, 
the Secretary of the United States Depart-
ment of Commerce, the Secretary of the 
United States Department of Transpor-
tation, President of the Senate and the 
Speaker of the House of Representatives of 
Congress, and the congressional delegation 
representing the State of Idaho in the Con-
gress of the United States. 

POM–97. A joint Memorial adopted by the 
Legislature of the State of Idaho urging Con-
gress to repeal the No Child Left Behind Act; 
to the Committee on Health, Education, 
Labor, and Pensions. 

HOUSE JOINT MEMORIAL NO. 8 
We, your Memorialists, the House of Rep-

resentatives and the Senate of the State of 
Idaho assembled in the Second Regular Ses-
sion of the Sixty-first Idaho Legislature, do 
hereby respectfully represent that: 

Whereas, putting our children first is both 
an economic imperative and a moral neces-
sity, and a strong education system is vital 
to a strong economy; and 

Whereas, public education is clearly an 
area left to the states under the Tenth 
Amendment to the United States Constitu-
tion; and 

Whereas, the federal No Child Left Behind 
law requires unrealistic expectations as 
nearly one-half of the public schools in the 
United States did not meet federal achieve-
ment standards in 2011, including eighty-nine 
percent of Florida’ s public schools; and 

Whereas, the federal No Child Left Behind 
law constricts the definition of education 
into a narrow test-based approach where rep-
etition and memorization are more impor-
tant than application, and it discourages cre-
ativity by students and teachers; and 

Whereas, the federal No Child Left Behind 
law’s emphasis on math and reading means 
less attention for other very important sub-
jects such as history, art, music, vocational 
education and physical education; and 

Whereas, the federal No Child Left Behind 
law is insufficiently funded to bring about 
its intended effect and it has imposed what is 
essentially an unfunded educational man-
date on the states; and 

Whereas, the ongoing recession has forced 
the State of Idaho to make difficult deci-
sions regarding the funding of public edu-
cation and these decisions have resulted in 
larger class sizes, layoffs of educational 
staff, curtailment of extracurricular activi-
ties and school sponsored programs and a 
shorter school year; and 

Whereas, economic recovery and develop-
ment depend upon an educated workforce 
that possesses the skills that are necessary 
to handle the jobs of the 21st century; the 
State of Idaho cannot achieve and maintain 
prosperity if it does not properly fund sec-
ondary and post-secondary education; and 
Republicans and Democrats agree that bur-
densome regulations prevent our schools, our 
teachers and our students from achieving 
their potential: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, by the members of the Second 
Regular Session of the Sixty-first Idaho Leg-
islature, the House of Representatives and 
the Senate concurring therein, that the Con-
gress of the United States of America is re-
spectfully urged to repeal the No Child Left 
Behind Act of 2001 (P.L. 107–110, 115 Stat. 
1425); and be it further 

Resolved, That the Chief Clerk of the House 
of Representatives be, and she is hereby au-
thorized and directed to forward a copy of 
this Memorial to the President of the Senate 
and the Speaker of the House of Representa-
tives of Congress, and the congressional dele-
gation representing the State of Idaho in the 
Congress of the United States. 

POM–98. A concurrent memorial adopted 
by the Legislature of the State of Arizona re-
questing Congress to propose, and to submit 
to the several states for ratification, a bal-
anced budget amendment to the United 
States Constitution; to the Committee on 
the Judiciary. 

HOUSE CONCURRENT MEMORIAL 2007 
Whereas, the federal public debt now ex-

ceeds $15 trillion, or $50,000 for every man, 
woman and child in America; and 

Whereas, the federal public debt now ex-
ceeds the gross annual output of the entire 
United States economy; and 

Whereas, this fiscal irresponsibility at the 
federal level is endangering economic oppor-
tunity now and for future generations; and 

Whereas, the federal government’s unlim-
ited borrowing ability raises serious ques-
tions about fundamental principles and re-
sponsibilities of government. The profound 
consequences for the nation and its people 
that potentially could result from unchecked 
borrowing make it an appropriate subject for 
limitation by the Constitution of the United 
States; and 

Whereas, the Constitution of the United 
States vests the ultimate responsibility to 
approve or disapprove constitutional amend-
ments with the people, as represented by 
their elected state legislatures. Opposition 
by a small minority has repeatedly thwarted 
the will of the people that a balanced budget 
amendment to the Constitution be submitted 
to the states for ratification. 

Wherefore your memorialist, the House of 
Representatives of the State of Arizona, the 
Senate concurring, prays: 

1. That the Congress of the United States 
expeditiously pass and propose to the legisla-
tures of the several states for ratification an 
amendment to the Constitution of the 
United States requiring that, in the absence 
of a national emergency, the total of all fed-
eral appropriations made by the Congress for 
any fiscal year not exceed the total of all es-
timated federal revenues for that fiscal year. 

2. That the Secretary of State of the State 
of Arizona transmit copies of this Memorial 
to the President of the United States Senate, 
the Speaker of the United States House of 
Representatives, each Member of Congress 
from the State of Arizona and the Secretary 
of State and the presiding officer of both 
houses of the legislature in each state in the 
union. 

POM–99. A joint Memorial adopted by the 
Legislature of the State of Idaho urging Con-
gress to authorize an additional United 
States District Court Judge for the District 
of Idaho; to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

HOUSE JOINT MEMORIAL NO. 4 
We, your Memorialists, the House of Rep-

resentatives and the Senate of the State of 
Idaho assembled in the Second Regular Ses-
sion of the Sixty-first Idaho Legislature, do 
hereby respectfully represent that: 

Whereas, Congress admitted Idaho to the 
Union in 1890, soon thereafter created the 
United States District Court for the District 
of Idaho with one United States District 
Judge, created a second United States Dis-
trict Judge in 1954, but has not created any 
other United States District Judges for the 
Idaho federal court since then; and 

Whereas, Idaho’s population has grown 
from approximately 600,000 in 1954 to over 1.5 
million as of the 2010 census; and 

Whereas, the District of Idaho has the few-
est federal district judges of any of the judi-
cial districts in the Ninth Circuit, with the 
exception of Guam and the Northern Mar-
iana Islands; and 

Whereas, Alaska with a 2010 census popu-
lation of 710,231, Montana with a 2010 census 
population of 989,415, South Dakota with a 
2010 census population of 814,180 and Wyo-
ming with a 2010 census population of 563,626 
each have three federal district judges even 
though their populations are significant1y 
smaller than the population of Idaho; and 

Whereas, Idaho is the 14th largest state 
with an area of 83,570 square miles, and its 
federal district judges are required to travel 
throughout this large and far-flung state to 
four designated and distant locations to con-
duct hearings and trials in both criminal and 
civil cases; and 

Whereas, Idaho’s United States District 
Court had 170 pending criminal and civil 
cases in 1954, and had 942 pending criminal 
and civil cases of September 2011; and 

Whereas, although the Idaho federal court 
has magistrate judges, civil litigants with 
cases before the court frequently exercise 
their right to have a United States District 
Judge assigned to their cases, only district 
judges may try felony criminal cases, speedy 
trial requirements and the size of the crimi-
nal case load cause delays in civil cases 
pending before Idaho’s district judges, and 
complex cases can tie up district judges for 
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months at a time, all of which have forced 
the Idaho federal court to increasingly rely 
on out-of-state federal district judges as 
shown by the 96 percent increase in visiting 
judge hours in 2008; and 

Whereas, the United States District Court 
for Idaho is recognized within the federal ju-
dicial system, by Idaho’s lawyers and by the 
citizens of Idaho as an exemplary court com-
prised of judges and staff making enormous 
efforts and sacrifices to meet the demands of 
its caseload and doing so in a highly com-
petent fashion; and 

Whereas, notwithstanding the extraor-
dinary and laudable efforts of the United 
States District Court for the District of 
Idaho to meet the demands of its caseload, 
the resources available to it are inadequate, 
and the resulting situation has created an 
unsustainable burden on the court, delayed 
justice, hindered the rights of the people of 
Idaho, and hindered the economy of our 
state; and 

Whereas, the people of Idaho have needed a 
third federal district judge for a very long 
time and in 2002 Senate Joint Memorial 110 
was adopted by the Second Regular Session 
of the 56th Idaho Legislature urging the Con-
gress of the United States to authorize an 
additional United States District Court 
Judge and the staff necessary to assist in the 
handling of the District of Idaho’s increasing 
caseload, but, to date, Congress has failed to 
act; and 

Whereas, a properly resourced and properly 
functioning judiciary is a fundamental and 
core governmental function essential to the 
preservation of the people’ s rights and their 
freedom: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved by the members of the Second Reg-
ular Session of the Sixty-first Idaho Legislature, 
the House of Representatives and the Senate 
concurring therein, That we hereby respect-
fully urge the Congress of the United States 
to authorize an additional United States Dis-
trict Court Judge and commensurate staff 
for the District of Idaho to assist in handling 
current and anticipated caseloads in the Dis-
trict of Idaho; and be it further 

Resolved, That the Chief Clerk of the House 
of Representatives be, and she is hereby au-
thorized and directed to forward a copy of 
this Memorial to the President of the Senate 
and the Speaker of the House of Representa-
tives of Congress, and the congressional dele-
gation representing the State of Idaho in the 
Congress of the United States. 

POM–100. A resolution adopted by the Cali-
fornia State Lands Commission opposing 
H.R. 1837, the Sacremento-San Joaquin Val-
ley Water Reliability Act; to the Committee 
on Environment and Public Works. 

POM–101. A petition by the Governor’s 
Commission on Disability and Employment 
in Maine urging Congress to introduce and 
support passage of the Social Security draft 
bill—Social Security Work Incentive Amend-
ments of 2012; to the Committee on Finance. 

f 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES 

The following reports of committees 
were submitted: 

By Mr. LEVIN, from the Committee on 
Armed Services, without amendment: 

S. 3254. An original bill to authorize appro-
priations for fiscal year 2013 for military ac-
tivities of the Department of Defense, for 
military construction, and for defense activi-
ties of the Department of Energy, to pre-
scribe military personnel strengths for such 
fiscal year, and for other purposes (Rept. No. 
112–173). 

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND 
JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first 
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated: 

By Mr. LEVIN: 
S. 3254. An original bill to authorize appro-

priations for fiscal year 2013 for military ac-
tivities of the Department of Defense, for 
military construction, and for defense activi-
ties of the Department of Energy, to pre-
scribe military personnel strengths for such 
fiscal year, and for other purposes; from the 
Committee on Armed Services; placed on the 
calendar. 

By Mr. LEVIN: 
S. 3255. A bill for the relief of Miguel 

Santillan; to the Committee on the Judici-
ary. 

By Mr. HELLER: 
S. 3256. A bill to amend the Fair Labor 

Standards Act of 1938 to improve nonretalia-
tion provisions relating to equal pay require-
ments; to the Committee on Health, Edu-
cation, Labor, and Pensions. 

By Mr. COBURN (for himself, Mr. 
UDALL of Colorado, and Mr. BURR): 

S. 3257. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to prohibit the use of pub-
lic funds for political party conventions, and 
to provide for the return of previously dis-
tributed funds for deficit reduction; to the 
Committee on Rules and Administration. 

By Mrs. MCCASKILL: 
S. 3258. A bill to amend the Food, Con-

servation, and Energy Act of 2008 to clarify 
the maximum distance between Farm Serv-
ice Agency county offices for purposes of the 
closure or relocation of a county office for 
the Farm Service Agency; to the Committee 
on Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry. 

By Mr. PAUL: 
S. 3259. A bill for the relief of Dr. Shakeel 

Afridi; to the Committee on the Judiciary. 
By Mr. PAUL: 

S. 3260. A bill to provide that no United 
States assistance may be provided to Paki-
stan until Dr. Shakil Afridi is freed; to the 
Committee on Foreign Relations. 

By Mr. WYDEN (for himself and Mr. 
BINGAMAN): 

S. 3261. A bill to allow the Chief of the For-
est Service to award certain contracts for 
large air tankers; to the Committee on Agri-
culture, Nutrition, and Forestry. 

f 

SUBMISSION OF CONCURRENT AND 
SENATE RESOLUTIONS 

The following concurrent resolutions 
and Senate resolutions were read, and 
referred (or acted upon), as indicated: 

By Mr. LIEBERMAN (for himself, Mr. 
INHOFE, Mr. KYL, Mr. MCCAIN, Mr. 
MENENDEZ, and Mr. WEBB): 

S. Res. 476. A resolution honoring the con-
tributions of the late Fang Lizhi to the peo-
ple of China and the cause of freedom; to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

f 

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED 
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

By Mr. COBURN (for himself, Mr. 
UDALL of Colorado, and Mr. 
BURR): 

S. 3257. A bill to amend the Internal 
Revenue Code of 1986 to prohibit the 
use of public funds for political party 
conventions, and to provide for the re-
turn of previously distributed funds for 
deficit reduction; to the Committee on 
Rules and Administration. 

Mr. COBURN. Mr. President, mem-
bers of Congress are debating fewer 
bills, casting fewer votes, and holding 
fewer hearings. Meanwhile, important 
government agencies including the De-
partment of Defense and the Govern-
ment Accountability Office are being 
targeted by Congress for spending re-
ductions. 

What Congress has not considered 
cutting is the budget for its own sum-
mertime parties. 

On June 4, 2012, I introduced bipar-
tisan legislation to eliminate taxpayer 
subsidies for political party conven-
tions in the elections occurring after 
December 31, 2012. Additionally, the 
bill would allow Presidential Election 
Campaign Fund, PECF, funds dispersed 
before December 31, 2012, to be returned 
to the U.S. Treasury for the purpose of 
deficit reduction. 

Despite our $15.6 trillion national 
debt, political parties received a $36.6 
million check, $18.3 million per party, 
from taxpayers to pay for the costs of 
political conventions occurring this 
summer. The funds that are used to 
cover the conventions come from the 
PECF. 

According to the Congressional Re-
search Service, ‘‘Federal law places rel-
atively few restrictions on how PECF 
convention funds are spent, as long as 
purchases are lawful and are used to 
‘defray expenses incurred with respect 
to a presidential nominating conven-
tion.’ ’’ The money is, after all, essen-
tially being used to throw a party. 

Beside funding the event itself, the 
money is used to pay for entertain-
ment, catering, transportation, hotel 
costs, ‘‘production of candidate bio-
graphical films,’’ and a variety of other 
expenses. These events will be 
weeklong parties paid for by taxpayers, 
much like the highly maligned General 
Services Administration conference in 
Las Vegas. 

The $15.6 trillion debt cannot be 
eliminated over night. But eliminating 
taxpayer subsidies for political conven-
tions will show strong leadership to 
getting our budget crisis in control. 

I hope my colleagues on both sides of 
the aisle will support this common-
sense legislation to demonstrate for 
once and all the party is over when it 
comes to travel and meetings paid for 
by the taxpayers. 

I want to thank my colleagues for 
the opportunity to speak on the Senate 
floor today in support of this bill. 

f 

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS 

SENATE RESOLUTION 476—HON-
ORING THE CONTRIBUTIONS OF 
THE LATE FANG LIZHI TO THE 
PEOPLE OF CHINA AND THE 
CAUSE OF FREEDOM 
Mr. LIEBERMAN (for himself, Mr. 

INHOFE, Mr. KYL, Mr. MCCAIN, Mr. 
MENENDEZ, and Mr. WEBB) submitted 
the following resolution; which was re-
ferred to the Committee on the Judici-
ary: 
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