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the SBA make public how effective in-
dividual SBICs are in their small busi-
ness investments, guaranteeing that 
SBA-backed money is being used re-
sponsibly. 

Finally, the EXCEL Act promotes 
outreach, thereby ensuring that the 
maximum possible number of small 
businesses can benefit from the SBIC 
program. The legislation encourages 
outreach to community banks and 
other lenders, states and municipali-
ties, and asks the SBA to make their 
SBIC website more user-friendly. 

The EXCEL Act contains a number of 
common sense provisions supported 
across the aisle, and is sponsored by 
the Chair and Ranking Member of the 
Small Business Committee. It en-
hances a program with proven success 
in providing capital to small busi-
nesses, and does so with the expecta-
tion that it will not add a dime to the 
deficit. Let us get this bill passed. Let 
us help small businesses excel. 

f 

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS 

SENATE RESOLUTION 472—DESIG-
NATING OCTOBER 7, 2012, AS ‘‘OP-
ERATION ENDURING FREEDOM 
VETERANS DAY’’ 

Mr. ENZI (for himself, Ms. AYOTTE, 
Mr. BLUMENTHAL, and Mr. BEGICH) sub-
mitted the following resolution; which 
was referred to the Committee on the 
Judiciary: 

S. RES. 472 

Whereas the initial volley of Operation En-
during Freedom took place in Afghanistan 
on October 7, 2001, and October 7, 2012, marks 
the eleventh anniversary of the war; 

Whereas Operation Enduring Freedom, 
launched in response to the terrorist attacks 
committed against the United States on Sep-
tember 11, 2001, targeted al-Qaida and the 
Taliban protectors of al-Qaida in Afghani-
stan; 

Whereas Operation Enduring Freedom is 
the longest ongoing war in which the United 
States is involved; 

Whereas the wounded warriors who have 
served in Operation Enduring Freedom carry 
the scars of war, both seen and unseen; 

Whereas nearly 1,800 patriots in the United 
States Armed Forces have made the ulti-
mate sacrifice while serving in Afghanistan; 

Whereas the war in Afghanistan should not 
fade from the hearts and minds of the people 
of the United States; and 

Whereas the ongoing sacrifices made by 
the men and women of the Armed Forces 
should be recognized and honored: Now, 
therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) designates October 7, 2012, as ‘‘Oper-

ation Enduring Freedom Veterans Day’’; 
(2) honors the brave men and women who 

gave their lives while serving the United 
States in Operation Enduring Freedom; and 

(3) encourages the people of the United 
States to salute the more than half a million 
men and women who have served bravely in 
Afghanistan to preserve our shared security 
and freedom. 

SENATE RESOLUTION 473—COM-
MENDING ROTARY INTER-
NATIONAL AND OTHERS FOR 
THEIR EFFORTS TO PREVENT 
AND ERADICATE POLIO 
Mr. DURBIN (for himself, Mr. KIRK, 

Mr. BROWN of Ohio, Mr. MENENDEZ, Mr. 
LUGAR, and Mr. LAUTENBERG) sub-
mitted the following resolution; which 
was referred to the Committee on For-
eign Relations: 

S. RES. 473 
Whereas polio is a highly infectious disease 

that primarily affects children and for which 
there is no known cure; 

Whereas polio can leave survivors perma-
nently disabled from muscle paralysis of the 
limbs and occasionally leads to a particu-
larly difficult death through the paralysis of 
respiratory muscles; 

Whereas polio was once one of the most 
dreaded diseases in the United States, kill-
ing thousands annually in the late 19th and 
early 20th centuries and leaving thousands 
more with permanent disability, including 
the 32nd President of the United States, 
Franklin Delano Roosevelt; 

Whereas severe polio outbreaks in the 1940s 
and 1950s caused panic in the United States, 
as parents kept children indoors, public 
health officials quarantined infected individ-
uals, and the Federal Government restricted 
commerce and travel; 

Whereas 1952 was the peak of the polio epi-
demic in the United States, with more than 
57,000 people affected, 21,000 of whom were 
paralyzed and 3,000 of whom died; 

Whereas safe and effective polio vaccines, 
including the Inactivated Polio Vaccine 
(commonly known as ‘‘IPV’’), developed in 
1952 by Jonas Salk, and the Oral Polio Vac-
cine (commonly known as ‘‘OPV’’), devel-
oped in 1957 by Albert Sabin, rendered polio 
preventable and contributed to the rapid de-
cline of polio incidence in the United States; 

Whereas polio, a preventable disease that 
the United States has been free from since 
1979, still needlessly lays victim to children 
and adults in several countries where chal-
lenges such as active conflict and lack of in-
frastructure hamper access to vaccines; 

Whereas the eradication of polio is the 
highest priority of Rotary International, a 
global association that was founded in 1905 
in Chicago, Illinois, is currently 
headquartered in Evanston, Illinois, and has 
1,200,000 members in more than 170 countries; 

Whereas Rotary International and its 
members (commonly known as ‘‘Rotarians’’) 
have contributed more than $1,000,000,000 and 
volunteered countless hours in the global 
fight against polio; 

Whereas the Federal Government is the 
leading public sector donor to the Global 
Polio Eradication Initiative and provides 
technical and operational leadership to this 
global effort through the work of the Centers 
for Disease Control and the United States 
Agency for International Development; 

Whereas Rotary International, the World 
Health Organization, the United States Gov-
ernment, the United Nations Children’s Fund 
(commonly known as ‘‘UNICEF’’), and the 
Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation have 
joined together with national governments 
to successfully reduce cases of polio by more 
than 99 percent since 1988, from 350,000 re-
ported cases in 1988 to fewer than 700 re-
ported cases in 2011; 

Whereas polio was recently eliminated in 
India and is now endemic only in Nigeria, 
Pakistan, and Afghanistan; and 

Whereas the eradication of polio is immi-
nently achievable and will be a victory 
shared by all of humanity: Now, therefore, be 
it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) commends Rotary International and 

others for their efforts in vaccinating chil-
dren around the world against polio and for 
the tremendous strides made toward eradi-
cating the disease once and for all; 

(2) encourages the international commu-
nity of governments and non-governmental 
organizations to remain committed to the 
elimination of polio; and 

(3) encourages continued commitment and 
funding by the United States Government to 
the global effort to rid the world of polio. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 474—RECOG-
NIZING THE SIGNIFICANCE OF 
MAY 2012 AS ASIAN-PACIFIC 
AMERICAN HERITAGE MONTH 
AND THE IMPORTANCE OF CELE-
BRATING THE SIGNIFICANT CON-
TRIBUTIONS OF ASIAN-AMERI-
CANS AND PACIFIC ISLANDERS 
TO THE HISTORY OF THE 
UNITED STATES 
Mr. AKAKA (for himself, Mr. INOUYE, 

Mr. REID of Nevada, Mr. BEGICH, Mrs. 
MURRAY, and Mr. MENENDEZ) submitted 
the following resolution; which was re-
ferred to the Committee on the Judici-
ary: 

S. RES. 474 

Whereas the United States joins together 
each May to pay tribute to the contributions 
of generations of Asian-Americans and Pa-
cific Islanders who have enriched the history 
of the United States; 

Whereas the history of Asian-Americans 
and Pacific Islanders in the United States is 
inextricably tied to the story of the United 
States; 

Whereas the Asian-American and Pacific 
Islander community is an inherently diverse 
population, comprised of over 45 distinct 
ethnicities and over 100 language dialects; 

Whereas according to the United States 
Census Bureau, the Asian-American popu-
lation grew faster than any other racial or 
ethnic group over the last decade, surging 
nearly 46 percent between 2000 and 2010, 
which is a growth rate 4 times faster than 
the total United States population; 

Whereas the 2010 decennial census esti-
mated that there are 17,300,000 United States 
residents who identify as Asian and 1,200,000 
United States residents who identify as Na-
tive Hawaiian and Other Pacific Islander, 
making up nearly 6 percent of the total 
United States population; 

Whereas the month of May was selected for 
Asian-Pacific American Heritage Month be-
cause the first Japanese immigrants arrived 
in the United States on May 7, 1843, and the 
first transcontinental railroad was com-
pleted on May 10, 1869, with substantial con-
tributions from Chinese immigrants; 

Whereas the year 2012 marks several im-
portant historic milestones for the Asian 
American and Pacific Islander community, 
including the— 

(1) 20th anniversary of the formal estab-
lishment of Asian-Pacific American Heritage 
Month; 

(2) 30th anniversary of the unpunished 
murder of Vincent Chin; 

(3) 70th anniversary of the signing of Exec-
utive Order 9066, which authorized the in-
ternment of Japanese-Americans; 

(4) 100th anniversary of the planting of the 
first cherry tree in Washington, D.C. from 
Japan; 

(5) 130th anniversary of the enactment of 
the Act entitled ‘‘An Act to execute certain 
treaty stipulations relating to Chinese’’, ap-
proved May 6, 1882 (22 Stat. 58, chapter 126); 
and 
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(6) 150th anniversary of the enactment of 

the Act of July 1, 1862 (12 Stat. 489, chapter 
120), which promoted the construction of the 
transcontinental railroad; 

Whereas section 102 of title 36, United 
States Code, officially designates May as 
Asian-Pacific American Heritage Month and 
requests the President to issue each year a 
proclamation calling on the people of the 
United States to observe the month with ap-
propriate programs, ceremonies, and activi-
ties; 

Whereas the Congressional Asian Pacific 
American Caucus, a bicameral caucus of 
Members of Congress advocating on behalf of 
Asian-Americans and Pacific Islanders, is 
composed of a record high 41 Members in 
2012; 

Whereas today, Asian-Americans and Pa-
cific Islanders are serving in State legisla-
tures across the United States, in States as 
diverse as Alaska, Arizona, California, Con-
necticut, Georgia, Hawaii, Idaho, Maryland, 
New Jersey, New York, Ohio, Pennsylvania, 
Texas, Virginia, Utah, and Washington; 

Whereas the commitment of the United 
States to diversity in the judiciary has been 
demonstrated by the nominations of high- 
caliber Asian-American and other minority 
jurists at all levels of the Federal bench; 

Whereas there still remains much to be 
done to ensure that Asian-Americans and 
Pacific Islanders have access to resources, a 
voice in the Federal Government, and con-
tinue to advance in the political landscape of 
the United States; and 

Whereas celebrating May 2012 as Asian-Pa-
cific American Heritage Month provides the 
people of the United States with an oppor-
tunity to recognize the achievements, con-
tributions, and history of, and address the 
challenges faced by, Asian-Americans and 
Pacific Islanders: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate recognizes— 
(1) the significance of May 2012 as Asian- 

Pacific American Heritage Month as an im-
portant time to celebrate the significant 
contributions of Asian-Americans and Pa-
cific Islanders to the history of the United 
States; and 

(2) that the Asian-American and Pacific Is-
lander community enhances the rich diver-
sity of, and strengthens, the United States. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 475—RELAT-
ING TO THE DEATH OF THE HON-
ORABLE E. JAMES ABDNOR, 
FORMER UNITED STATES SEN-
ATOR AND CONGRESSMAN FROM 
THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA 

Mr. THUNE (for himself, Mr. JOHN-
SON of South Dakota, Mr. REID of Ne-
vada, Mr. MCCONNELL, Mr. AKAKA, Mr. 
ALEXANDER, Ms. AYOTTE, Mr. BAR-
RASSO, Mr. BAUCUS, Mr. BEGICH, Mr. 
BENNET, Mr. BINGAMAN, Mr. 
BLUMENTHAL, Mr. BLUNT, Mr. BOOZMAN, 
Mrs. BOXER, Mr. BROWN of Massachu-
setts, Mr. BROWN of Ohio, Mr. BURR, 
Ms. CANTWELL, Mr. CARDIN, Mr. CAR-
PER, Mr. CASEY, Mr. CHAMBLISS, Mr. 
COATS, Mr. COBURN, Mr. COCHRAN, Ms. 
COLLINS, Mr. CONRAD, Mr. COONS, Mr. 
CORKER, Mr. CORNYN, Mr. CRAPO, Mr. 
DEMINT, Mr. DURBIN, Mr. ENZI, Mrs. 
FEINSTEIN, Mr. FRANKEN, Mrs. GILLI-
BRAND, Mr. GRAHAM, Mr. GRASSLEY, 
Mrs. HAGAN, Mr. HARKIN, Mr. HATCH, 
Mr. HELLER, Mr. HOEVEN, Mrs. 
HUTCHISON, Mr. INHOFE, Mr. INOUYE, 
Mr. ISAKSON, Mr. JOHANNS, Mr. JOHN-
SON of Wisconsin, Mr. KERRY, Mr. KIRK, 

Ms. KLOBUCHAR, Mr. KOHL, Mr. KYL, 
Ms. LANDRIEU, Mr. LAUTENBERG, Mr. 
LEAHY, Mr. LEE, Mr. LEVIN, Mr. LIE-
BERMAN, Mr. LUGAR, Mr. MANCHIN, Mr. 
MCCAIN, Mrs. MCCASKILL, Mr. MENEN-
DEZ, Mr. MERKLEY, Ms. MIKULSKI, Mr. 
MORAN, Ms. MURKOWSKI, Mrs. MURRAY, 
Mr. NELSON of Nebraska, Mr. NELSON of 
Florida, Mr. PAUL, Mr. PORTMAN, Mr. 
PRYOR, Mr. REED of Rhode Island, Mr. 
RISCH, Mr. ROBERTS, Mr. ROCKEFELLER, 
Mr. RUBIO, Mr. SANDERS, Mr. SCHUMER, 
Mr. SESSIONS, Mrs. SHAHEEN, Mr. 
SHELBY, Ms. SNOWE, Ms. STABENOW, Mr. 
TESTER, Mr. TOOMEY, Mr. UDALL of Col-
orado, Mr. UDALL of New Mexico, Mr. 
VITTER, Mr. WARNER, Mr. WEBB, Mr. 
WHITEHOUSE, Mr. WICKER, and Mr. 
WYDEN) submitted the following reso-
lution; which was considered and 
agreed to: 

S. RES. 475 
Whereas James Abdnor was born in Ken-

nebec, South Dakota, on February 13, 1923, 
and was the son of an immigrant from Leb-
anon who peddled and homesteaded in 
Lyman County, South Dakota; 

Whereas James Abdnor enlisted in the 
United States Army during World War II, 
farmed in Kennebec after graduating from 
the University of Nebraska in 1945, and later 
taught and coached in neighboring Presho; 

Whereas James Abdnor served as Chairman 
of the Lyman County Young Republicans in 
1950, Chairman of the State Young Repub-
licans from 1950 to 1952, and Farm Chairman 
of the Young Republican National Federa-
tion from 1953 to 1955; 

Whereas James Abdnor served as the First 
Assistant Chief Clerk of the South Dakota 
House of Representatives during the legisla-
tive sessions of 1951, 1953, and 1955; 

Whereas James Abdnor was elected to the 
South Dakota Senate in 1956, where he 
served until his election as the 30th Lieuten-
ant Governor of the State of South Dakota, 
a position he served in from 1969 through 
1971; 

Whereas James Abdnor was elected to the 
United States House of Representatives for 
the 93rd United States Congress in 1972 and 
served a total of 4 consecutive terms, rep-
resenting the Second Congressional District 
of South Dakota; 

Whereas James Abdnor served on the Com-
mittee on Public Works of the House of Rep-
resentatives, the Committee on Veterans’ 
Affairs of the House of Representatives, and 
the Select Committee on Aging of the House 
of Representatives; 

Whereas James Abdnor was elected to the 
United States Senate for the 97th United 
States Congress in 1980 and was appointed 
Chairman of 3 subcommittees on his first 
day, including the Subcommittee on Treas-
ury, Postal Service, and General Govern-
ment of the Committee on Appropriations of 
the Senate, the Subcommittee on Water Re-
sources of the Committee on Environment 
and Public Works of the Senate, and the 
Subcommittee on Agriculture and Transpor-
tation of the Joint Economic Committee; 

Whereas James Abdnor was appointed Vice 
Chairman of the Joint Economic Committee 
and served on the Committee on Indian Af-
fairs of the Senate; 

Whereas James Abdnor was a voice for the 
rural United States in Congress, where he 
advocated for family farms and small busi-
ness, rural water systems and electrification, 
a balanced budget, and small-town values; 

Whereas James Abdnor was appointed by 
President Ronald Reagan to serve as the Ad-
ministrator of the United States Small Busi-
ness Administration from 1987 to 1989 fol-

lowing his service in the United States Con-
gress; 

Whereas James Abdnor will be remembered 
for his humble service to his constituents, 
dedication to the youth of South Dakota, 
and defining influence on South Dakota poli-
tics; and 

Whereas the hallmarks of James Abdnor’s 
public service were his integrity, kindness, 
respect for the common man, and love for 
South Dakota: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That— 
(1) the Senate expresses profound sorrow 

and deep regret regarding the death of the 
Honorable James Abdnor, former member of 
the United States Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives for the State of South Dakota, 
on May 16, 2012; 

(2) the Senate respectfully requests that 
the Secretary of the Senate communicate 
this resolution to the House of Representa-
tives and transmit an enrolled copy of this 
resolution to the family of the deceased; and 

(3) when the Senate adjourns today, the 
Senate stand adjourned as a further mark of 
respect to the memory of the Honorable 
James Abdnor. 

f 

AMENDMENTS SUBMITTED AND 
PROPOSED 

SA 2153. Mr. ALEXANDER (for himself, 
Mr. MCCONNELL, Mr. ENZI, Mr. BARRASSO, 
Mr. BLUNT, Mr. COATS, Mr. COCHRAN, Mr. 
CORNYN, Mr. HELLER, Mr. INHOFE, Mr. ISAK-
SON, Mr. JOHANNS, Mr. ROBERTS, Mrs. 
HUTCHISON, Mr. RUBIO, Ms. AYOTTE, and Mr. 
HOEVEN) submitted an amendment intended 
to be proposed by him to the bill S. 2343, to 
amend the Higher Education Act of 1965 to 
extend the reduced interest rate for Federal 
Direct Stafford Loans, and for other pur-
poses. 

SA 2154. Mr. REID (for Mr. JOHNSON of 
South Dakota) proposed an amendment to 
the bill H.R. 5740, to extend the National 
Flood Insurance Program, and for other pur-
poses. 

SA 2155. Mr. REID (for Mr. LEVIN) proposed 
an amendment to the bill S. 739, to authorize 
the Architect of the Capitol to establish bat-
tery recharging stations for privately owned 
vehicles in parking areas under the jurisdic-
tion of the Senate at no net cost to the Fed-
eral Government. 

f 

TEXT OF AMENDMENTS 

SA 2153. Mr. ALEXANDER (for him-
self, Mr. MCCONNELL, Mr. ENZI, Mr. 
BARRASSO, Mr. BLUNT, Mr. COATS, Mr. 
COCHRAN, Mr. CORNYN, Mr. HELLER, Mr. 
INHOFE, Mr. ISAKSON, Mr. JOHANNS, Mr. 
ROBERTS, Mrs. HUTCHISON, Mr. RUBIO, 
Ms. AYOTTE, and Mr. HOEVEN) sub-
mitted an amendment intended to be 
proposed by him to the bill S. 2343, to 
amend the Higher Education Act of 
1965 to extend the reduced interest rate 
for Federal Direct Stafford Loans, and 
for other purposes; as follows: 

Strike all after the enacting clause and in-
sert the following: 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Interest 
Rate Reduction Act’’. 
SEC. 2. INTEREST RATE EXTENSION. 

Subparagraph (D) of section 455(b)(7) of the 
Higher Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 
1087e(b)(7)(D)) is amended— 

(1) in the matter preceding clause (i), by 
striking ‘‘2012’’ and inserting ‘‘2013’’; and 

(2) in clause (v), by striking ‘‘2012’’ and in-
serting ‘‘2013’’. 
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