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By Mr. WHITEHOUSE (for himself, Ms.
COLLINS, Mr. BROWN of Ohio, Ms.
MURKOWSKI, Mrs. SHAHEEN, Mr. HELL-
ER, Mr. WARNER, and Mr. GRASSLEY):

S. 3237. A bill to provide for the establish-
ment of a Commission to Accelerate the End
of Breast Cancer; to the Committee on
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions.

By Mr. BROWN of Ohio (for himself
and Mr. PORTMAN):

S. 3238. A bill to designate the Department
of Veterans Affairs community based out-
patient clinic in Mansfield, Ohio, as the
David F. Winder Department of Veterans Af-
fairs Community Based Outpatient Clinic,
and for other purposes; to the Committee on
Veterans’ Affairs.

By Mrs. FEINSTEIN:

S. 3239. A bill to provide for a uniform na-
tional standard for the housing and treat-
ment of egg-laying hens, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Agriculture, Nu-
trition, and Forestry.

By Ms. STABENOW:

S. 3240. An original bill to reauthorize agri-
cultural programs through 2017, and for
other purposes; from the Committee on Agri-
culture, Nutrition, and Forestry; placed on
the calendar.

By Mr. LEAHY:

S. 3241. An original bill making appropria-
tions for the Department of State, foreign
operations, and related programs for the fis-
cal year ending September 30, 2013, and for
other purposes; from the Committee on Ap-
propriations; placed on the calendar.

By Mr. MENENDEZ:

S. 3242. A bill to amend title XVIII of the
Social Security Act to provide Medicare
beneficiaries coordinated care and greater
choice with regard to accessing hearing
health services and benefits; to the Com-
mittee on Finance.

By Mrs. GILLIBRAND (for herself, Mr.
LEAHY, and Mr. SANDERS):

S. 3243. A Dbill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to increase the amount of
the low-income housing credit that may be
allocated in States damaged in 2011 by Hurri-
cane Irene or Tropical Storm Lee; to the
Committee on Finance.

By Mr. FRANKEN (for himself, Mr.
HARKIN, Mr. GRASSLEY, Mr.
BLUMENTHAL, Mr. SCHUMER, Ms. MI-
KULSKI, Mr. JOHNSON of South Da-
kota, Mr. WYDEN, and Mr. CARDIN):

S. 3244. A Dbill to amend the Higher Edu-
cation Opportunity Act to add disclosure re-
quirements to the institution financial aid
offer form and to amend the Higher Edu-
cation Act of 19656 to make such form manda-
tory; to the Committee on Health, Edu-
cation, Labor, and Pensions.

By Mr. LEAHY (for himself and Mr.
GRASSLEY):

S. 3245. A Dbill to permanently reauthorize
the EB-5 Regional Center Program, the E-
Verify Program, the Special Immigrant Non-
minister Religious Worker Program, and the
Conrad State 30 J-1 Visa Waiver Program; to
the Committee on the Judiciary.

By Ms. SNOWE:

S. 3246. A bill to improve the Service Corps
of Retired Executives, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Small Business
and Entrepreneurship.

By Mr. ISAKSON:

S. 3247. A bill to direct the Secretary of the
Interior to conduct a special resource study
of the West Hunter Street Baptist Church in
Atlanta, Georgia, and for other purposes; to
the Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources.

By Mr. ENZI (for himself, Mr. JOHNSON
of South Dakota, Mr. CONRAD, Mr.
HOEVEN, Mr. THUNE, Mr. BENNET, Mr.
UpALL of Colorado, Mr. MORAN, Mr.
UpALL of New Mexico, Mr. JOHANNS,
and Mr. WHITEHOUSE):
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S. 3248. A bill to designate the North Amer-
ican bison as the national mammal of the
United States; to the Committee on the Ju-

diciary.
By Mr. BROWN of Massachusetts (for
himself, Mr. CHAMBLISS, and Mr.
RISCH):

S. 3249. A bill to require a report on the
designation of Boko Haram as a foreign ter-
rorist organization, and for other purposes;
to the Committee on Foreign Relations.

By Mr. CORNYN (for himself, Mr. BEN-
NET, Mr. KIRK, Ms. KLOBUCHAR, Mr.
FRANKEN, and Ms. COLLINS):

S. 3250. A bill to amend the DNA Analysis
Backlog Elimination Act of 2000 to provide
for Debbie Smith grants for auditing sexual
assault evidence backlogs and to establish a
Sexual Assault Forensic Evidence Registry,
and for other purposes; to the Committee on
the Judiciary.

By Ms. KLOBUCHAR (for herself and
Mr. FRANKEN):

S. 3251. A bill to amend title 46, United
States Code, with respect to Mille Lacs
Lake, Minnesota, and for other purposes; to
the Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation.

By Mr. PORTMAN (for himself, Mr.
BROWN of Ohio, Mr. HOEVEN, Ms.
AYOTTE, Mr. BEGICH, Mr. VITTER, Mr.
BLUNT, Mr. BARRASSO, Mr.
BLUMENTHAL, Mr. CORNYN, Mr. RISCH,
Mr. COCHRAN, Mr. UDALL of Colorado,
Mr. COBURN, Mr. RUBIO, Mr. JOHNSON
of Wisconsin, Mr. NELSON of Florida,
Mr. TOOMEY, Mr. WICKER, Mr. LEE,
Mr. COONS, Mr. GRAHAM, Ms. LAN-
DRIEU, and Mr. CARPER):

S. 3252. A bill to provide for the award of a
gold medal on behalf of Congress to Jack
Nicklaus, in recognition of his service to the
Nation in promoting excellence, good sports-
manship, and philanthropy; to the Com-
mittee on Banking, Housing, and Urban Af-
fairs.

By Ms. LANDRIEU (for herself and Ms.
SNOWE):

S. 3253. A bill to amend the Small Business
Investment Act of 1958 to enhance the Small
Business Investment Company Program, and
for other purposes; to the Committee on
Small Business and Entrepreneurship.

By Mr. GRAHAM (for himself, Mr.
CASEY, Mr. LIEBERMAN, Ms. AYOTTE,
Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Mr. BOOZMAN, Mr.
BROWN of Massachusetts, Mr. BROWN
of Ohio, Mr. CARDIN, Mr. CHAMBLISS,
Mr. COATS, Ms. COLLINS, Mr. COONS,

Mr. CORNYN, Mrs. GILLIBRAND, Mr.
HATCH, Mr. HELLER, Mr. HOEVEN,
Mrs. HUTCHISON, Mr. INHOFE, Mr.
MCcCAIN, Mrs. MCcCASKILL, Mr.

MENENDEZ, Ms. MIKULSKI, Mr. NEL-
SON of Florida, Mr. NELSON of Ne-
braska, Mr. PORTMAN, Mr. PRYOR, Mr.
RISCH, Mr. SCHUMER, Mr. UDALL of
Colorado, Mr. WYDEN, Ms. SNOWE, Mr.
VITTER, Mr. ISAKSON, Mr. SESSIONS,
Mr. WICKER, Mr. MANCHIN, Mr.
WHITEHOUSE, Mr. BURR, Mr. MORAN,
Mr. CrRAPO, Mr. KIRK, Mrs. HAGAN,
Mr. GRASSLEY, Mr. LAUTENBERG, Mr.
TOOMEY, Mr. BENNET, Mr. RUBIO, Ms.
STABENOW, Mr. LUGAR, Mr. WARNER,
Mr. CARPER, Mr. LEE, Mr. DEMINT,
Mr. MCCONNELL, Mr. COCHRAN, Mr.
JOHANNS, Mr. BLUNT, Mr. BARRASSO,
Ms. LANDRIEU, Mr. TESTER, Mr. ROB-
ERTS, Mr. BEGICH, Ms. KLOBUCHAR,
Mr. INOUYE, Mr. AKAKA, Mr. COBURN,
Mr. ROCKEFELLER, Mrs. MURRAY, Mr.
JOHNSON of Wisconsin, Mr. KOHL, Ms.
CANTWELL, Mr. THUNE, Ms. MUR-
KOWSKI, Mr. SHELBY, Mr. MERKLEY,
and Mr. DURBIN):
S.J. Res. 41. A joint resolution expressing
the sense of Congress regarding the nuclear
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program of the Government of the Islamic
Republic of Iran; read the first time.

—————

SUBMISSION OF CONCURRENT AND
SENATE RESOLUTIONS

The following concurrent resolutions
and Senate resolutions were read, and
referred (or acted upon), as indicated:

By Mr. ENZI (for himself, Ms. AYOTTE,
Mr. BLUMENTHAL, and Mr. BEGICH):

S. Res. 472. A resolution designating Octo-
ber 7, 2012, as ‘‘Operation Enduring Freedom
Veterans Day’’; to the Committee on the Ju-
diciary.

By Mr. DURBIN (for himself, Mr. KIRK,
Mr. BROWN of Ohio, Mr. MENENDEZ,
Mr. LUGAR, and Mr. LAUTENBERG):

S. Res. 473. A resolution commending Ro-
tary International and others for their ef-
forts to prevent and eradicate polio; to the
Committee on Foreign Relations.

By Mr. AKAKA (for himself, Mr.
INOUYE, Mr. REID, Mr. BEGICH, Mrs.
MURRAY, and Mr. MENENDEZ):

S. Res. 474. A resolution recognizing the
significance of May 2012 as Asian-Pacific
American Heritage Month and the impor-
tance of celebrating the significant contribu-
tions of Asian-Americans and Pacific Island-
ers to the history of the United States; to
the Committee on the Judiciary.

By Mr. THUNE (for himself, Mr. JOHN-
SON of South Dakota, Mr. REID, Mr.
MCCONNELL, Mr. AKAKA, Mr. ALEX-
ANDER, Ms. AYOTTE, Mr. BARRASSO,
Mr. BAUCUS, Mr. BEGICH, Mr. BENNET,
Mr. BINGAMAN, Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Mr.
BLUNT, Mr. BOOZMAN, Mrs. BOXER,
Mr. BROWN of Massachusetts, Mr.
BROWN of Ohio, Mr. BURR, Ms. CANT-
WELL, Mr. CARDIN, Mr. CARPER, Mr.
CASEY, Mr. CHAMBLISS, Mr. COATS,
Mr. COBURN, Mr. COCHRAN, Ms. COL-
LINS, Mr. CONRAD, Mr. COONS, Mr.
CORKER, Mr. CORNYN, Mr. CRAPO, Mr.
DEMINT, Mr. DURBIN, Mr. ENZI, Mrs.
FEINSTEIN, Mr. FRANKEN, Mrs. GILLI-
BRAND, Mr. GRAHAM, Mr. GRASSLEY,
Mrs. HAGAN, Mr. HARKIN, Mr. HATCH,
Mr. HELLER, Mr. HOEVEN, Mrs.
HUTCHISON, Mr. INHOFE, Mr. INOUYE,
Mr. ISAKSON, Mr. JOHANNS, Mr. JOHN-
SON of Wisconsin, Mr. KERRY, Mr.
KIRK, Ms. KLOBUCHAR, Mr. KOHL, Mr.
KyL, Ms. LANDRIEU, Mr. LAUTENBERG,
Mr. LEAHY, Mr. LEE, Mr. LEVIN, Mr.
LIEBERMAN, Mr. LUGAR, Mr. MANCHIN,
Mr. McCCAIN, Mrs. MCCASKILL, Mr.
MENENDEZ, Mr. MERKLEY, Ms. MIKUL-
SKI, Mr. MORAN, Ms. MURKOWSKI, Mrs.
MURRAY, Mr. NELSON of Nebraska,
Mr. NELSON of Florida, Mr. PAUL, Mr.
PORTMAN, Mr. PRYOR, Mr. REED, Mr.
RiscH, Mr. ROBERTS, Mr. ROCKE-
FELLER, Mr. RUBIO, Mr. SANDERS, Mr.
SCHUMER, Mr. SESSIONS, Mrs. SHA-
HEEN, Mr. SHELBY, Ms. SNOWE, Ms.
STABENOW, Mr. TESTER, Mr. TOOMEY,
Mr. UDALL of Colorado, Mr. UDALL of
New Mexico, Mr. VITTER, Mr. WAR-
NER, Mr. WEBB, Mr. WHITEHOUSE, Mr.
WICKER, and Mr. WYDEN):

S. Res. 475. A resolution relating to the
death of the Honorable E. James Abdnor,
former United States Senator and Congress-
man from the State of South Dakota; consid-
ered and agreed to.

——————

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS

S. 52

At the request of Mr. INOUYE, the
name of the Senator from Oregon (Mr.
WYDEN) was added as a cosponsor of S.
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52, a bill to establish uniform adminis-
trative and enforcement procedures
and penalties for the enforcement of
the High Seas Driftnet Fishing Morato-
rium Protection Act and similar stat-
utes, and for other purposes.
S. 362
At the request of Mr. WHITEHOUSE,
the name of the Senator from Georgia
(Mr. ISAKSON) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 362, a bill to amend the Public
Health Service Act to provide for a
Pancreatic Cancer Initiative, and for
other purposes.
S. 847
At the request of Mr. LAUTENBERG,
the names of the Senator from Iowa
(Mr. HARKIN) and the Senator from
Washington (Ms. CANTWELL) Wwere
added as cosponsors of S. 847, a bill to
amend the Toxic Substances Control
Act to ensure that risks from chemi-
cals are adequately understood and
managed, and for other purposes.
S. 881
At the request of Mr. JOHANNS, his
name was added as a cosponsor of S.
881, a bill to amend the Consumer Cred-
it Protection Act to assure meaningful
disclosures of the terms of rental-pur-
chase agreements, including disclo-
sures of all costs to consumers under
such agreements, to provide sub-
stantive rights to consumers under
such agreements, and for other pur-
poses.
S. 1005
At the request of Mr. BOOZMAN, the
name of the Senator from Oklahoma
(Mr. COBURN) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 1005, a bill to provide for parental
notification and intervention in the
case of a minor seeking an abortion.
S. 1039
At the request of Mr. CARDIN, the
name of the Senator from Wisconsin
(Mr. JOHNSON) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 1039, a bill to impose sanctions on
persons responsible for the detention,
abuse, or death of Sergei Magnitsky,
for the conspiracy to defraud the Rus-
sian Federation of taxes on corporate
profits through fraudulent transactions
and lawsuits against Hermitage, and
for other gross violations of human
rights in the Russian Federation, and
for other purposes.
S. 1224
At the request of Mr. BINGAMAN, the
name of the Senator from New Mexico
(Mr. UDALL) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 1224, a bill to amend Public Law
106-392 to maintain annual base fund-
ing for the Upper Colorado and San
Juan fish recovery program through
fiscal year 2023.
S. 1460
At the request of Mr. BAUCUS, the
name of the Senator from Illinois (Mr.
DURBIN) was added as a cosponsor of S.
1460, a bill to grant the congressional
gold medal, collectively, to the First
Special Service Force, in recognition of
its superior service during World War
II1.
S. 1461
At the request of Mr. NELSON of Flor-
ida, the name of the Senator from Ne-
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braska (Mr. NELSON) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1461, a bill to amend the
Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act
to clarify the Food and Drug Adminis-
tration’s jurisdiction over certain to-
bacco products, and to protect jobs and
small businesses involved in the sale,
manufacturing and distribution of tra-
ditional and premium cigars.
S. 1796
At the request of Mr. JOHANNS, his
name was added as a cosponsor of S.
1796, a bill to make permanent the In-
ternal Revenue Service Free File pro-
gram.
S. 1935
At the request of Mrs. HAGAN, the
name of the Senator from North Caro-
lina (Mr. BURR) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 1935, a bill to require the Sec-
retary of the Treasury to mint coins in
recognition and celebration of the 75th
anniversary of the establishment of the
March of Dimes Foundation.
S. 1947
At the request of Mr. BLUMENTHAL,
the name of the Senator from Oregon
(Mr. WYDEN) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 1947, a bill to prohibit attendance
of an animal fighting venture, and for
other purposes.
S. 1989
At the request of Ms. CANTWELL, the
name of the Senator from Iowa (Mr.
HARKIN) was added as a cosponsor of S.
1989, a bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to make permanent
the minimum low-income housing tax
credit rate for unsubsidized buildings
and to provide a minimum 4 percent
credit rate for existing buildings.
S. 1993
At the request of Mr. NELSON of Flor-
ida, the name of the Senator from New
Jersey (Mr. MENENDEZ) was added as a
cosponsor of S. 1993, a bill to post-
humously award a Congressional Gold
Medal to Lena Horne in recognition of
her achievements and contributions to
American culture and the civil rights
movement.
S. 2078
At the request of Mr. MENENDEZ, the
name of the Senator from Georgia (Mr.
ISAKSON) was added as a cosponsor of S.
2078, a bill to enable Federal and State
chartered banks and thrifts to meet
the credit needs of the Nation’s home
builders, and to provide liquidity and
ensure stable credit for meeting the
Nation’s need for new homes.
S. 2165
At the request of Mrs. BOXER, the
name of the Senator from Mississippi
(Mr. COCHRAN) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 2165, a bill to enhance stra-
tegic cooperation between the United
States and Israel, and for other pur-
poses.
S. 2205
At the request of Mr. MORAN, the
name of the Senator from Pennsyl-
vania (Mr. TOOMEY) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 2205, a bill to prohibit
funding to negotiate a United Nations
Arms Trade Treaty that restricts the
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Second Amendment rights of United
States citizens.
S. 2283
At the request of Mr. TESTER, the
name of the Senator from South Da-
kota (Mr. JOHNSON) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 2283, a bill to amend the
Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and
Emergency Assistance Act to include
procedures for requests from Indian
tribes for a major disaster or emer-
gency declaration, and for other pur-
poses.
S. 3083
At the request of Mr. RUBIO, the
name of the Senator from Idaho (Mr.
CRAPO) was added as a cosponsor of S.
3083, a bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to require certain
nonresident aliens to provide valid im-
migration documents to claim the re-
fundable portion of the child tax credit.
S. 3203
At the request of Mr. LAUTENBERG,
the name of the Senator from New Jer-
sey (Mr. MENENDEZ) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 3203, a bill to amend title
10, United States Code, to limit in-
creases in the certain costs of health
care services under the health care pro-
grams of the Department of Defense,
and for other purposes.
S. 3204
At the request of Mr. JOHANNS, the
names of the Senator from Georgia
(Mr. ISAKSON) and the Senator from
Georgia (Mr. CHAMBLISS) were added as
cosponsors of S. 3204, a bill to address
fee disclosure requirements under the
Electronic Fund Transfer Act, and for
other purposes.
S. 3217
At the request of Mr. MORAN, the
name of the Senator from Massachu-
setts (Mr. BROWN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 3217, a bill to jump-start
the economic recovery through the for-
mation and growth of new businesses,
and for other purposes.
S. 3228
At the request of Mr. THUNE, the
names of the Senator from Ohio (Mr.
PORTMAN) and the Senator from Flor-
ida (Mr. RUBIO) were added as cospon-
sors of S. 3228, a bill to require the
President to provide a report detailing
the sequester required by the Budget
Control Act of 2011 on January 2, 2013.
S.J. RES. 40
At the request of Mr. RUBIO, the
name of the Senator from Idaho (Mr.
RISCcH) was added as a cosponsor of S.J.
Res. 40, a joint resolution providing for
congressional disapproval under chap-
ter 8 of title 5, United States Code, of
the rules submitted by the Department
of the Treasury and the Internal Rev-
enue Service relating to the reporting
requirements for interest that relates
to the deposits maintained at United
States offices of certain financial insti-
tutions and is paid to certain non-
resident alien individuals.
S. RES. 401
At the request of Mr. WHITEHOUSE,
the name of the Senator from Ohio



May 24, 2012

(Mr. BROWN) was added as a cosponsor
of S. Res. 401, a resolution expressing
appreciation for Foreign Service and
Civil Service professionals who rep-
resent the United States around the
globe.
S. RES. 435
At the request of Mr. CASEY, the
name of the Senator from New York
(Mrs. GILLIBRAND) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. Res. 435, a resolution call-
ing for democratic change in Syria, and
for other purposes.
S. RES. 439
At the request of Mr. BLUMENTHAL,
the name of the Senator from Maine
(Ms. CoLLINS) was added as a cosponsor
of S. Res. 439, a resolution expressing
the sense of the Senate that Village
Voice Media Holdings, LLC should
eliminate the ‘‘adult entertainment”
section of the classified advertising
website Backpage.com.
S. RES. 449
At the request of Mr. BROWN of Mas-
sachusetts, his name was added as a co-
sponsor of S. Res. 449, a resolution call-
ing on all governments to assist in the
safe return of children abducted from
or wrongfully retained outside the
country of their habitual residence.
S. RES. 462
At the request of Ms. LANDRIEU, the
names of the Senator from Alaska (Mr.
BEGICH), the Senator from Maine (Ms.
COLLINS), the Senator from Michigan
(Mr. LEVIN), the Senator from South
Dakota (Mr. JOHNSON), the Senator
from Washington (Mrs. MURRAY), the
Senator from Oregon (Mr. WYDEN), the
Senator from Connecticut (Mr.
BLUMENTHAL), the Senator from Mis-
souri (Mr. BLUNT), the Senator from
Oklahoma (Mr. INHOFE), the Senator
from Maryland (Mr. CARDIN) and the
Senator from Nebraska (Mr. NELSON)
were added as cosponsors of S. Res. 462,
a resolution recognizing National Fos-
ter Care Month as an opportunity to
raise awareness about the challenges
faced by children in the foster care sys-
tem, acknowledging the dedication of
foster care parents, advocates, and
workers, and encouraging Congress to
implement policy to improve the lives
of children in the foster care system.
AMENDMENT NO. 2145
At the request of Mr. WHITEHOUSE,
his name was added as a cosponsor of
amendment No. 2145 proposed to S.
3187, a bill to amend the Federal Food,
Drug, and Cosmetic Act to revise and
extend the user-fee programs for pre-
scription drugs and medical devices, to
establish user-fee programs for generic
drugs and biosimilars, and for other
purposes.
AMENDMENT NO. 2146
At the request of Mr. PORTMAN, the
names of the Senator from Minnesota
(Ms. KLOBUCHAR) and the Senator from
Rhode Island (Mr. REED) were added as
cosponsors of amendment No. 2146 pro-
posed to S. 3187, a bill to amend the
Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act
to revise and extend the user-fee pro-
grams for prescription drugs and med-
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ical devices, to establish user-fee pro-

grams for generic drugs and
biosimilars, and for other purposes.
———

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS

By Mrs. FEINSTEIN:

S. 3239. A bill to provide for a uni-
form national standard for the housing
and treatment of egg-laying hens, and
for other purposes; to the Committee
on Agriculture, Nutrition, and For-
estry.

Mrs. FEINSTEIN. Mr. President, I
rise today to introduce legislation,
with Senators BLUMENTHAL, BROWN,
CANTWELL, MERKLEY, VITTER, and
WYDEN, that will codify an agreement
reached by the nation’s largest egg pro-
ducer organization, the United Egg
Producers, and the largest animal wel-
fare organization, the Humane Society
of the United States.

In its most simple terms, the legisla-
tion sets a national standard for the
treatment of egg-laying hens and the
labeling of eggs.

As of today, 6 States, including Cali-
fornia, have set their own standards
about how egg-laying hens should be
raised, and 18 other States allow cit-
izen ballot initiatives could initiate
similar laws in the future.

These State standards will make it
difficult for egg producers to freely
ship across State lines.

Starting in 2015, eggs produced in
Iowa, Indiana and other egg-exporting
states can no longer be shipped to Cali-
fornia because the hens will have been
raised in cages that do not meet Cali-
fornia’s standards.

Different standards in Michigan and
Ohio will take effect later, further add-
ing to the patchwork of regulations.

As States with disparate standards
continue to protect their own egg pro-
ducers by banning the sale of eggs from
States with lower or no standards, a
complicated web of State laws will im-
pair interstate commerce.

I have met with a number of egg pro-
ducers and their concerns vary.

For some producers, different regula-
tions increase costs because new cages
must be designed for each State in
which they operate.

Other producers fear that egg prices
in states without regulations will
plummet as imports flood their mar-
ket.

Some egg producers selling to na-
tional grocery stores will have to
produce eggs that meet different stand-
ards in different States.

Concerns don’t end with producers.

Consumers can expect to see higher
prices at grocery stores and res-
taurants will have to pay more for
every egg they prepare.

Millions of individuals, including my-
self, are concerned about the living
conditions of these animals.

That is why I am pleased to intro-
duce this legislation today. The United
Egg Producers and the Humane Society
of the United States worked for over a
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year to reach this compromise, and I
believe it is one that strikes a very fair
balance.

Producers must enlarge cages for
egg-laying hens and allow space for the
birds to engage in natural behaviors
such as nesting and perching.

Producers will have up to 18 years to
meet this standard and make the re-
quired investments.

The legislation will officially outlaw
the practice of starving chickens to in-
crease egg-production, a cruel practice
that is rarely used today, and one with
consensus to end.

The bill will also lead to improved
air quality in hen-houses by prohib-
iting excessive ammonia levels and it
requires humane euthanasia of spent
hens. This is also already common
practice in the industry.

At its heart, this legislation is about
protecting the future of the egg indus-
try.

The egg industry brought this legis-
lation to Congress and has asked us to
help them implement the uniform reg-
ulations needed to survive and grow.

With this legislation, egg producers
will have the market certainty they
need and a reasonable timetables to
make the required changes.

Producers need these uniform na-
tional standards so they can invest in
new cages without facing the risk of
more stringent state laws rendering
their investments moot.

The egg industry is prepared to make
these investments, many of which can
be accomplished during the normal
course of replacing aged equipment.

In addition to promoting industry
stability, this bill will save jobs and
strengthen the economy.

Furthermore, consumers are already
embracing these reforms. Polls indi-
cate broad support for the provisions in
this bill and for humane treatment of
egg-laying hens in general.

A recent survey found that 64 percent
of Americans say that these newer fa-
cilities should be required through Fed-
eral legislation.

A majority, 58 percent, of American
consumers also support a mnational
standard.

The survey found 92 percent of con-

sumers support the industry
transitioning to these new enriched
cages.

Candidly, it is not often that we see
this sort of compromise in Washington.

Two groups that have been in funda-
mental conflict for years sat down and
reached a deal.

The egg industry and the Humane
Society are lock-step in their support
for this bill. They are joined in endors-
ing the bill by the American Veteri-
nary Medical Association and the Con-
sumer Federation of America.

Even though the egg industry sup-
ports this bill, some still target this
legislation as anti-agriculture they
suggest the legislation will somehow be
applied to, or set a precedent for Fed-
eral regulation of other industries.

That is simply not the case.
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