January 23, 2012

Among the many institutions Warren
helped grow were the San Francisco
Free Clinic, the Hellman Fellows Pro-
gram at UC Berkeley, and his Hardly
Strictly Bluegrass festival, where more
than half a million people come each
year to hear free concerts from top en-
tertainers and from Warren’s band, the
Wronglers.

He served as chairman and trustee
emeritus of The San Francisco Founda-
tion; advisory board member of the
Walter A. Haas School of Business at
UC Berkeley; trustee of the UC Berke-
ley Foundation; trustee emeritus of
The Brookings Institution; board mem-
ber of the Committee on JOBS; mem-
ber of the Board of Directors and Exec-
utive Committee of the Jewish Com-
munity Federation; chairman of the
Jewish Community Endowment Fund;
board member of the San Francisco
Chamber of Commerce and the Bay
Area Council; and chairman of Voice of
Dance.

Warren also led many efforts to sup-
port civic initiatives in San Francisco,
from the underground parking garage
that saved two major museums in
Golden Gate Park to the broad-based
campaign to reform San Francisco’s
city employee pension system.

On behalf of the people of California,
who have benefitted so much from War-
ren Hellman’s great generosity and
public sprit, I send my deepest grati-
tude and condolences to his wife, Patri-
cia Christina ‘Chris” Hellman; son
Marco ‘‘Mick” Hellman; daughters
Frances Hellman, Judith Hellman, and
Patricia Hellman Gibbs; his sister,
Nancy Hellman Bechtle; and his 12
grandchildren. Warren’s passing is a
great loss to his family, his friends,
and the city he loved and served so
well.e

——————

RECOGNIZING THE ANNENBERG
RETREAT AT SUNNYLANDS

e Mrs. BOXER. Mr. President, this
year the late Walter and Leonore
Annenberg’s legendary California es-
tate, Sunnylands, will open its doors to
the public as the Annenberg Retreat at
Sunnylands. I ask my colleagues to
join me in honoring the Annenbergs’
remarkable legacy and saluting the
new institution’s noble goals.

Sunnylands was designed and built in
the mid-1960s as the Annenbergs’ desert
home in Rancho Mirage. It served as
their winter residence and as a tranquil
retreat and meeting place for Presi-
dents of the United States, U.S. Su-
preme Court Justices, scholars, histo-
rians, former diplomats, Governors,
State legislators as well as bipartisan
coalitions of the U.S. Senate and House
of Representatives. Among many other
notable guests, President Nixon wrote
his 1974 State of the Union speech
there, and Queen Elizabeth II and
Prince Charles visited in 1983.

In 2001, the Annenberg Foundation
Trust at Sunnylands was founded to
continue Sunnylands’ role as a con-
ference center and retreat for national
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and international leaders to address
the world’s most pressing concerns.
Throughout their lifetimes, Ambas-
sador and Mrs. Annenberg hosted and
sponsored a number of solution-driven
retreats that fostered positive diplo-
matic, judicial, and legislative
progress.

Now, the new Annenberg Retreat at
Sunnylands will be available for the
President of the United States and the
Secretary of State to bring together
world leaders to promote and facilitate
peaceful international agreements; for
the President and the Cabinet, the Su-
preme Court, and the bipartisan leader-
ship of the Congress to meet to focus
on ways to improve the functioning of
the three branches of government; and
for leaders of major social institutions,
such as universities, colleges, public
schools, charities, and government
agencies, to meet and determine how
these institutions might better serve
the public good.

I invite all of my colleagues to join
me in congratulating the Annenberg
Retreat at Sunnylands for realizing the
Annenbergs’ dream of creating a world-
class center that provides our leaders
with an atmosphere to discuss vital
issues, promote cooperation, and craft
solutions for our Nation and the
world.e

TRIBUTE TO LILY TOMLIN AND
JANE WAGNER

e Mrs. BOXER. Mr. President, on
March 16th, two of the Nation’s great
theatrical talents will be recognized
when my friends Lily Tomlin and Jane
Wagner are added to the Palm Springs
Walk of Stars.

As we all know, Lily Tomlin is a daz-
zling star of stage, screen, and tele-
vision. She first won the hearts of mil-
lions of Americans more than 40 years
ago on ‘“‘Rowan and Martin’s Laugh-
In,” where she created unforgettable
characters such as the world famous
telephone operator Ernestine and the
precocious young child Edith Ann. Lily
said of these characters, ‘I don’t nec-
essarily admire them, but I do them all
with love.” From the beginning, audi-
ences fell in love with Lily Tomlin.

In 1971, Lily began working on an
Edith Ann comedy album with a bril-
liant, award-winning young playwright
named Jane Wagner. They produced ac-
claimed hit recordings and television
specials and went on to further tri-
umphs on Broadway and in Hollywood.

It is fitting that Lily and Jane will
be honored together on the Palm
Springs Walk of Stars, not only be-
cause of their long personal and profes-
sional partnership, but because they
have formed one of the most fruitful
creative collaborations in the history
of American performing arts. Over the
past four decades, Jane Wagner has
created unforgettable characters, and
Lily has inhabited these characters and
brought them fully to life.

Since 1985, much of their creative en-
ergy has focused on various produc-
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tions of Jane’s play ‘‘The Search for
Signs of Intelligent Life in the Uni-
verse’’. Through this timeless yet dy-
namic work of art—with insight,
humor, and love for all that makes us
human—these two extraordinary art-
ists have expanded both the bounds of
performance art and our understanding
of the human condition.

I have known Lily Tomlin and Jane
Wagner for many years. I am pleased to
call them my friends, and I will be hon-
ored to join the Palm Springs Walk of
Stars next month in paying tribute to
their tremendous contributions to the
Palm Springs area and to American
culture.e

———

TRIBUTE TO STEVEN D.
GARBARINO

e Mr. CARDIN. Mr. President, I wish to
take this opportunity to congratulate
Mr. Steven D. Garbarino of Owings
Mills, MD, on the completion of a high-
ly successful 27-year career as a civil-
ian employee within the Department of
the Army, U.S. Army Corps of Engi-
neers Baltimore District, on January
31, 2012. Mr. Garbarino’s entire career
was marked by his daily demonstration
of the Army’s values. His performance
reflected a strong loyalty to the orga-
nization and its members; a selfless
dedication to duty, his customers and
the Corps’ public service mission; and a
no-nonsense ‘‘can-do” attitude built
upon honor, integrity, superior com-
petence, and the personal courage to
strive for excellence in his job perform-
ance. I applaud his commitment to
public service and recognize the sac-
rifices he has made for the good of our
Nation. Mr. Garbarino highlights the
importance of hard-working Federal
workers who strive to keep us healthy,
safe, informed, and free to enjoy the
lifestyle that we, as Americans, have
grown to appreciate and expect. He is a
model Federal employee who readily
deserves recognition for his distin-
guished career as a professional mem-
ber of the U.S. Army Corps of Engi-
neers.

As a project manager, Mr. Garbarino
made significant personal efforts to be-
come a subject matter expert on pol-
icy, procedures, and processes assoOCi-
ated with the Civil Works Program and
projects. This expertise led him to
serve as a mentor to project team
members and other Civil Works project
managers.

Mr. Garbarino has also authored sev-
eral environmental technical report/pa-
pers and made numerous presentations
related to his work. Forums for these
presentations have included numerous
workshops, conferences, public meet-
ings, televised interviews, radio talk
shows, and the United Nations 1995 con-
ference on environmental restoration.
Over his career he has developed a
strong public speaking presence and is
recognized for his outstanding profes-
sional representation of the Corps.

I also want to thank Diane, Steve’s
wife of over 30 years, and their two
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sons, Garret and Zachery. The families
of outstanding Federal employees have
to make sacrifices, too, as they share
their loved ones with a job serving the
American people. I know they join me
in my best wishes to Steve for a happy
and well-earned retirement.

Mr. President, it is my sincere pleas-
ure to congratulate Mr. Garbarino on
the occasion of his retirement. He was
a highly valued employee of the Balti-
more District and well deserves rec-
ognition in 2012 for his outstanding
public service career as a distinguished
member of the Federal workforce. He is
an outstanding example of the Federal
workforce who worked tirelessly day in
and day out for the American people.®

———

REMEMBERING ROGER DOUGLAS
KOTTER

e Mr. CRAPO. Mr. President, today I
wish to honor the life of Roger Kotter,
a husband, father, community leader,
businessman, and exemplary Idahoan.

At the core of Roger Kotter’s accom-
plishments were his dedication to fam-
ily, strong sense of community, and his
ability to connect with his customers.
Roger served a mission for the Church
of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints in
Santiago, Chile, from 1966 to 1968, mar-
ried his wife of 43 years, Karen, and
graduated from Brigham Young Uni-
versity in 1971. After graduating, Roger
moved back to Nampa and started
working for Stone Lumber in 1972 and
became part owner in 1980. Stone Lum-
ber has been a staple of Nampa since
1906, and under the direction of Roger
and Monte Schlerf, it has continued in
the tradition of providing jobs and ex-
ceptional customer service. Roger also
devoted decades of service and was in-
volved in various organizations, includ-
ing Nampa Exchange Club past presi-
dent—Nampa Boys and Girls Club,
Nampa  Schools Foundation, Boy
Scouts of America, and, through Stone
Lumber, worked with Habitat for Hu-
manity. Roger was active in supporting
the local Hispanic community acting
as a mentor and teaching English. He
was also actively involved with his
church and served in stake presi-
dencies, bishoprics, and was most re-
cently a counselor in the Boise Idaho
Mission presidency. Roger has been
recognized for his commendable skills
through honors, such as his selection
as Idaho Businessman of the Year in
2000.

I join Rogers’s wife Karen; five chil-
dren, Kristin, Jason, Brent, Matthew,
and Amy; 12 grandchildren; father,
James; 6 siblings; other family mem-
bers; many friends; the Nampa commu-
nity, and the numerous people he in-
spired in mourning his loss and ex-
pressing gratitude for his contribution.
Roger Kotter will be missed, and his
legacy of devotion to his family and
community will not be forgotten.e
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TRIBUTE TO REAR ADMIRAL
KAREN A. FLAHERTY

e Mr. INOUYE. Mr. President, I rise
today to recognize a great American
and a true military visionary who has
humbly served our country for close to
40 years in the Navy Nurse Corps, both
Active and Reserve components: RADM
Karen A. Flaherty. A native of
Winsted, CT, she joined the U.S. Navy
as a Nurse Corps candidate in July 1973.
Upon graduation from Skidmore Col-
lege, she attended Officer Indoctrina-
tion School in Newport, RI, in August
1974.

Admiral Flaherty’s first assignment
was Quantico Naval Hospital, where
she served as a staff nurse and charge
nurse of the Surgical Ward, Orthopedic
Ward, and the Maximum Care Unit.
Upon transfer to the Philadelphia
Naval Medical Center in 1977, she as-
sumed the duties as charge nurse for
the General Surgery Unit and the Ob-
stetrics and Gynecology Clinic. Admi-
ral Flaherty reported for duty as the
officer programs officer for Naval Re-
cruiting Command, Navy Recruiting
District New Jersey in 1979. She
transitioned to the Naval Reserve in
1982.

Admiral Flaherty’s subsequent re-
serve tours included assignments to
numerous naval hospitals and fleet
hospital commands. In her distin-
guished career she has served as com-
manding officer, Fleet Hospital, Fort
Dix, executive officer, director of nurs-
ing services, officer-in-charge, and
training officer. In February 1991, she
was recalled to serve with Fleet Hos-
pital 15, Al Jubail, Saudi Arabia, in
support of Operation Desert Shield/
Storm. She served as commanding offi-
cer of the OPNAV 093 Reserve Unit
prior to assuming Flag duties as the
Deputy Commander Force Integration
National Capital Area and the deputy
chief for health care operations at the
Bureau of Medicine and Surgery. In
each assignment, she excelled and
overcame every challenge and was re-
warded with greater responsibility and
opportunities.

Admiral Flaherty has served at the
Navy Bureau of Medicine and Surgery
as the deputy surgeon general, deputy
chief, wounded, ill, and injured, and the
22nd director of the Navy Nurse Corps.
Her visionary leadership and executive
management skills have played vital
roles in forging new frontiers between
the Department of Defense, Veterans
Affairs, and the private sector to im-
prove care for sailors, marines, vet-
erans, and their families.

Admiral Flaherty received her mas-
ter of science degree from the Univer-
sity of Pennsylvania and has held sen-
ior executive leadership positions at
Thomas Jefferson University Hospital
in Philadelphia, PA, St. Francis Hos-
pital in Wilmington, DE, and the Phila-
delphia Veterans Affairs Medical Cen-
ter in Philadelphia, PA.

Admiral Flaherty’s career has en-
compassed the full spectrum of public,
private, academic, and military serv-
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ice. Focusing on quality, access, and
reliability of wounded warrior care, she
is the embodiment of joint, inter-
agency, academic, public, and private
collaboration. Through far-reaching vi-
sion, dedication, and inspired leader-
ship she improved health care oper-
ations across Navy Medicine and built
relationships between Department of
Veterans Affairs and Department of
Defense Health Systems. Her sustained
performance reflects greatly on herself,
the Department of Defense, and the
United States of America. I extend my
deepest appreciation on behalf of a
grateful nation for her dedicated mili-
tary service. Rear Admiral Flaherty,
on the occasion of your retirement, I
congratulate and thank you for your
service.e®

———

REMEMBERING CHARLES M.
PALLESEN, JR.

e Mr. NELSON of Nebraska. Mr. Presi-
dent, today I wish to pay tribute to a
good friend who can quite aptly be
called a gentleman and a scholar, as
well as one very likeable person who
touched the lives of many of my fellow
Nebraskans. Charles M. ‘“‘Chuck”
Pallesen, Jr., passed away on Novem-
ber 26, 2011, at the age of 74.

First and foremost a loving husband
and father, Chuck married his college
sweetheart, Lorraine Sysel; and two
sons, Mike and Ed, together with their
families, blessed this union. He was
also a former Boy Scout; a U.S. Army
veteran who served in the Judge Advo-
cate General’s Corps; and a partner for
more than 40 years in a successful law
practice—Cline Williams Wright John-
son & Oldfather, L..LL.P.—specializing in
health care and business law.

Chuck was one of the most active
people in civic and political matters
that I have ever met. He was engaged
in the Nebraska efforts of every Presi-
dential campaign from John F. Ken-
nedy to Barack Obama. He was a key
adviser not only to me, but also to
former Nebraska Governors and Sen-
ators Jim Exon and Bob Kerrey.

Yet Chuck was so much more than
his résumé. A good friend of his, Gerry
Finnegan, said recently that:

Chuck was at his best, both professionally
and politically, lodged between disagreeing
parties coaxing them to resolve their con-
flict—a masterful mediator blessed with an
innate sense of how much ground each adver-
sary could give and how hard he could push
for a resolution.

This ability, combined with an out-
going personality and a keen eye for
details, made him invaluable to Sen-
ators Exon, Kerrey, and myself.

Always a very busy guy, Chuck and a
colleague, former Judge Samuel Van
Pelt, Jr., had been in the process of au-
thoring a book about Senator Exon.
Chuck spoke to me several times, both
for and about his upcoming book.
Those interviews were extremely en-
joyable, and I looked forward to every
opportunity to walk down memory
lane and swap stories about ‘‘Big Jim,”’
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