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the creation of the Colorado Water
Conservation Board, 75th anniversary
of the creation of the Colorado River
Water Conservation District, 75th anni-
versary of the creation of the Northern
Colorado Water Conservancy District
and the Colorado-Big Thompson
Project, 50th anniversary of the
Fryingpan-Arkansas Project, 10th an-
niversary of the Colorado Foundation
for Water Education and 10th anniver-
sary of the Lower Arkansas Valley
Water Conservancy District.

In fact, Colorado Governor John
Hickenlooper has designated 2012 as the
Year of Water in Colorado.

I am proud of efforts underway in the
state to raise awareness about the im-
portance of water. For example, a
statewide celebration named Colorado
Water 2012 will help to engage and edu-
cate Coloradans about past achieve-
ments and highlight the challenges we
face in the future management of
water. Colorado Water 2012 will con-
tinue throughout the year, and I look
forward to participating in the edu-
cation and engagement of our citizens.

I hope that this resolution can in
some small way add to the apprecia-
tion of water issues in the United
States Senate and to efforts underway
in Colorado.

Mr. CASEY. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent the resolutions be
agreed to, the preambles be agreed to,
the motions to reconsider be laid upon
the table en bloc, with no intervening
action or debate, and any statements
related to the resolutions be printed in
the RECORD at the appropriate place as
if read.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolutions were agreed to.

The preambles were agreed to.

The resolutions, with their pre-
ambles, read as follows:
S. RES. 463

(Designating May 19, 2012, as ‘‘National Kids
to Parks Day”’)

Whereas the second annual National Kids
to Parks Day will be celebrated on May 19,
2012;

Whereas the goal of National Kids to Parks
Day is to empower young people and encour-
age families to get outdoors and visit the
parks of the United States;

Whereas, on National Kids to Parks Day,
individuals from rural and urban areas of the
United States can be reintroduced to the
splendid National Parks and State and
neighborhood parks that are located in their
communities;

Whereas communities across the United
States offer a variety of natural resources
and public land, often with free access, to in-
dividuals seeking outdoor recreation;

Whereas the people of the United States
should encourage young people to lead a
more active lifestyle, as too many young
people in the United States are overweight
or obese;

Whereas National Kids to Parks Day is an
opportunity for families to take a break
from their busy lives and come together for
a day of wholesome fun; and

Whereas National Kids to Parks Day aims
to broaden the appreciation of young people
for nature and the outdoors: Now, therefore,
be it
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Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates May 19, 2012, as ‘‘National
Kids to Parks Day’’;

(2) recognizes the importance of outdoor
recreation and the preservation of open
spaces to the health of the young people of
the United States; and

(3) calls on the people of the United States
to observe the day with appropriate pro-
grams, ceremonies, and activities.

S. RES. 464

(Commemorating the 70th anniversary of
Ellsworth Air Force Base)

Whereas on January 2, 1942, the War De-
partment established Rapid City Army Air
Base in South Dakota as a training location
for B-17 Flying Fortress crews;

Whereas thousands of pilots, navigators,
radio operators, and gunners were trained at
Rapid City Army Air Base and went on to
support the allied efforts in World War II;

Whereas on June 13, 1953, President Dwight
D. Eisenhower visited the base and dedicated
it in memory of Brigadier General Richard
E. Ellsworth;

Whereas during the Cold War, Ellsworth
Air Force Base maintained 2 legs of the stra-
tegic triad, strategic bombardment, and
intercontinental ballistic missiles, earning
the title ‘‘The Showplace of Strategic Air
Command’’;

Whereas 2012 marks the 25th year of the B-
1B Lancer mission at Ellsworth Air Force
Base;

Whereas in 1999, B-1Bs from Ellsworth Air
Force Base flew over 100 combat missions in
support of NATO forces in Operation Allied
Force in Kosovo;

Whereas Ellsworth Air Force Base has
played a crucial role in support of Operation
Iraqi Freedom, Operation New Dawn, and Op-
eration Enduring Freedom, deploying over
10,000 personnel and flying over 6,000 combat
sorties in those operations;

Whereas the first ever B-1B global strike
mission launched from the United States
came from Ellsworth Air Force Base on
March 30, 2011, striking targets in Libya be-
fore refueling, rearming, and hitting addi-
tional targets in Libya on the return;

Whereas, for 70 years, Ellsworth Air Force
Base has served as an integral part of the de-
fense strategy of the United States and
served as the proud home to thousands of
bomber pilots, navigators, radio operators,
gunners, missile launch control facility per-
sonnel, and aircraft and missile maintenance
personnel;

Whereas, the personnel from Ellsworth Air
Force Base have a history of compiling some
of the highest marks in competitive readi-
ness and maintenance exercises and competi-
tions;

Whereas, for the past 65 years, Ellsworth
Air Force Base has—

(1) been home to the 28th Bomb Wing and
some of the most impressive aircraft in the
United States, including the B-17 Flying
Fortress, the B-29 Superfortress, the RB-36
Peacemaker, the B-52 Stratofortress, the
KC-135 Stratotanker, KC-97 Stratofreighter
and the B-1B Lancer; and

(2) for parts of 4 decades, served as an im-
portant cog in the missile defense system of
the United States, featuring the Titan and
Minuteman missile systems;

Whereas Ellsworth Air Force Base con-
tinues to evolve and is preparing to welcome
the MQ-9 Reaper mission later in 2012; and

Whereas, Ellsworth Air Force Base and the
communities of Rapid City and Box Elder,
South Dakota have and will continue to
enjoy a long standing, mutually beneficial
relationship: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—
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(1) recognizes the contributions of Ells-
worth Air Force Base to the security of the
United States;

(2) commemorates 70 years of excellence
and service by Ellsworth Air Force Base to
the United States; and

(3) encourages the people of the United
States to recognize and honor the dedicated
and exemplary service of the airmen and
their families, past and present, stationed at
Ellsworth Air Force Base.

S. RES. 465

(Recognizing that the Governor of the State
of Colorado has proclaimed 2012 as the
‘“Year of Water’’)

Whereas water is a precious and limited
natural resource;

Whereas a clean and sustainable water sup-
ply is essential to the high quality of life en-
joyed by Coloradans;

Whereas a clean and sustainable water sup-
ply is essential to the success of all aspects
of the economy of the State of Colorado, in-
cluding the agricultural, municipal, indus-
trial, and recreational economies;

Whereas as a headwaters State, the health
of the water in the State of Colorado has a
direct impact on neighboring States;

Whereas the population of the State of Col-
orado is predicted to double by 2050;

Whereas educating the public about lim-
ited water resources will be critical in meet-
ing the increasing demands placed on water
in the future;

Whereas 2012 marks the—

(1) 100th anniversary of the construction of
the Rio Grande Reservoir;

(2) 90th anniversary of the Colorado River
Compact of 1922;

(3) 75th anniversary of the creation of the
Colorado Water Conservation Board;

(4) 75th anniversary of the creation of the
Colorado River Water Conservation District;

(5) 75th anniversary of the creation of the
Northern Colorado Water Conservancy Dis-
trict and the Colorado-Big Thompson
Project;

(6) 50th anniversary of the Fryingpan-Ar-
kansas Project, administered by the South-
eastern Colorado Water Conservancy Dis-
trict;

(7) 10th anniversary of the Colorado Foun-
dation for Water Education; and

(8) 10th anniversary of the Lower Arkansas
Valley Water Conservancy District; and

Whereas the Governor of the State of Colo-
rado has proclaimed 2012 as the ‘‘Year of
Water” in the State of Colorado: Now, there-
fore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate recognizes that
the Governor of the State of Colorado has
proclaimed 2012 as the ‘“‘Year of Water” in
the State of Colorado.

—————
DISCHARGE AND REFERRAL—H.R.
2947
Mr. CASEY. Mr. President, I ask

unanimous consent that H.R. 2947 be
discharged from the Committee on En-
ergy and Natural Resources and be re-
ferred to the Committee on Agri-
culture, Nutrition, and Forestry.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

————
ORDERS FOR THURSDAY, MAY 17,
2012
Mr. CASEY. Mr. President, I ask

unanimous consent that when the Sen-
ate completes its business today, it ad-
journ until 9:30 a.m. on Thursday, May
17; that following the prayer and the
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pledge, the Journal of proceedings be
approved to date, the morning hour be
deemed to have expired, the time for
the two leaders be reserved for their
use later in the day, and that the ma-
jority leader be recognized.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

PROGRAM

Mr. CASEY. Mr. President, it is the
majority leader’s intention to begin
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consideration of the motion to proceed
to Calendar No. 400, S. 3187, the FDA
user fee bill, and equally divide the
time until 10:30 a.m., with the Repub-
licans controlling the first half and the
majority controlling the second half.

At 10:30 a.m., the Senate will proceed
to executive session to consider the
Stein and Powell nominations, both
nominees to the Federal Reserve Board
of Governors. At noon, there will be
two votes on confirmation of the nomi-
nations.
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ADJOURNMENT UNTIL 9:30 A.M.
TOMORROW

Mr. CASEY. Mr. President, if there is
no further business to come before the
Senate, I ask unanimous consent that
it adjourn under the previous order.

There being no objection, the Senate,
at 6:56 p.m., adjourned until Thursday,
May 17, 2012, at 9:30 a.m.
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