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S. 2371
At the request of Mr. RUBIO, the
name of the Senator from Wyoming
(Mr. ENZI) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 2371, a bill to amend the National
Labor Relations Act to permit employ-
ers to pay higher wages to their em-
ployees.
S. 2374
At the request of Mr. BINGAMAN, the
name of the Senator from Pennsyl-
vania (Mr. TOOMEY) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 2374, a bill to amend the
Helium Act to ensure the expedient
and responsible draw-down of the Fed-
eral Helium Reserve in a manner that
protects the interests of private indus-
try, the scientific, medical, and indus-
trial communities, commercial users,
and Federal agencies, and for other
purposes.
S. 2554
At the request of Mr. LEAHY, the
name of the Senator from California
(Mrs. FEINSTEIN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 2554, a bill to amend title
I of the Omnibus Crime Control and
Safe Streets Act of 1968 to extend the
authorization of the Bulletproof Vest
Partnership Grant Program through
fiscal year 2017.
S. 3180
At the request of Mrs. GILLIBRAND,
the names of the Senator from Alaska
(Ms. MURKOWSKI) and the Senator from
Alaska (Mr. BEGICH) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 3180, a bill to require the
Department of Defense to develop a
plan to track and respond to incidents
of hazing in the Armed Forces.
S. RES. 399
At the request of Mr. MENENDEZ, the
name of the Senator from Nevada (Mr.
HELLER) was added as a cosponsor of S.
Res. 399, a resolution calling upon the
President to ensure that the foreign
policy of the United States reflects ap-
propriate understanding and sensi-
tivity concerning issues related to
human rights, crimes against human-
ity, ethnic cleansing, and genocide doc-
umented in the United States record
relating to the Armenian Genocide,
and for other purposes.
S. RES. 402
At the request of Mr. COONS, the
name of the Senator from Wisconsin
(Mr. JOHNSON) was added as a cosponsor
of S. Res. 402, a resolution condemning
Joseph Kony and the Lord’s Resistance
Army for committing crimes against
humanity and mass atrocities, and sup-
porting ongoing efforts by the United
States Government and governments
in central Africa to remove Joseph
Kony and Lord’s Resistance Army com-
manders from the battlefield.
S. RES. 429
At the request of Mr. WICKER, the
name of the Senator from Florida (Mr.
RUBIO) was added as a cosponsor of S.
Res. 429, a resolution supporting the
goals and ideals of World Malaria Day.
S. RES. 434
At the request of Mr. WARNER, the
names of the Senator from Montana
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(Mr. TESTER) and the Senator from
Connecticut (Mr. BLUMENTHAL) Wwere
added as cosponsors of S. Res. 434, a
resolution supporting the goal of pre-
venting and effectively treating Alz-
heimer’s disease by the year 2025, as ar-
ticulated in the draft National Plan to
Address Alzheimer’s Disease from the
Department of Health and Human
Services.
S. RES. 446

At the request of Mr. RUBIO, the
name of the Senator from Missouri
(Mrs. MCCASKILL) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. Res. 446, a resolution ex-
pressing the sense of the Senate that
the United Nations and other intergov-
ernmental organizations should not be
allowed to exercise control over the
Internet.

———

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS

By Mrs. FEINSTEIN (for herself,
Mr. AKAKA, and Mrs. BOXER):

S. 3193. A bill to make technical cor-
rections to the legal description of cer-
tain land to be held in trust for the
Barona Band of Mission Indians, and
for other purposes; to the Committee
on Indian Affairs.

Mrs. FEINSTEIN. Mr. President, I
rise today to introduce legislation that
will correct an error in the Native
American Technical Corrections Act of
2004.

The intent of section 121 of the 2004
law was to put a parcel on the northern
edge of the Barona reservation, in San
Diego County, into trust for the tribe.
Unfortunately the bill identified a par-
cel on the southern edge of the reserva-
tion and put that in trust.

The mistake is compounded by the
fact that the land north of the reserva-
tion is owned by a non-Indian property
owner. The landowner now cannot sell
or modify his property without permis-
sion from the tribe and the Department
of the Interior.

The Barona Band of Mission Indians
Land Transfer Clarification Act cor-
rects this mistake.

The bill removes the private property
on the northern side of the reservation
from trust status; and the bill places
the correct parcel in trust for the
Barona tribe on the southern edge of
the reservation.

The Barona Land Transfer Clarifica-
tion Act closely follows an agreement
brokered by Congressman DUNCAN HUN-
TER and his staff. Congressman HUN-
TER, and former Congressman Duncan
Hunter, Sr. before him, brought the
Band, the County of San Diego and the
neighboring homeowners to the negoti-
ating table.

The agreement they reached, em-
bodied in this legislation, is a product
of compromise. The end product is
something that everyone agrees is bet-
ter than the status quo. That is how
compromise works.

The Tribe supports the legislation.
The Homeowners and the County have
reviewed and approved the language.

S3235

For the County and Homeowners, the
findings section is the most important
part of the bill.

This section addresses the ongoing
water dispute between the tribe and its
neighbors.

The fourth finding is particularly im-
portant if—the tribe uses the land to
bring additional water into the area,
the effort is only authorized if it also
addresses the water needs of the neigh-
boring off-reservation property.

Homeowners in the area have noticed
diminished groundwater supplies in re-
cent years, and they have looked to the
tribe to help resolve the issue. In this
arid part of the State, this is a signifi-
cant concession on the part of the
Tribe, and it is the cornerstone of the
entire agreement.

I am hopeful that we can quickly
pass this legislation and undo this un-
fortunate mistake. By enacting the
Barona Land Transfer Clarification
Act, all parties will gain some cer-
tainty that their issue will be resolved.

Finally, I am proud that my col-
league from California Senator BOXER,
and Senate Indian Affairs Committee
Chairman DANIEL AKAKA have joined
me as original cosponsors.

Once this legislation is sent over to
the House, I know that Congressman
HUNTER and the San Diego Delegation
stand ready to join our fight to resolve
this issue.

This strong, bi-partisan, bi-cameral
support gives me confidence that this
simple, straightforward piece of legis-
lation is one that the Senate can pass
very quickly.

Mr. President, I ask unanimous con-
sent that the text of the bill be printed
in the RECORD.

There being no objection, the text of
the bill was ordered to be printed in
the RECORD, as follows:

S. 3193

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Barona Band
of Mission Indians Land Transfer Clarifica-
tion Act of 2012
SEC. 2. FINDINGS; PURPOSES.

(a) FINDINGS.—Congress finds that—

(1) the legal description of land previously
taken into trust by the United States for the
benefit of the Barona Band of Mission Indi-
ans may be interpreted to refer to private,
nontribal land;

(2) there is a continued, unresolved dis-
agreement between the Barona Band of Mis-
sion Indians and certain off-reservation prop-
erty owners relating to the causes of dimin-
ishing native groundwater;

(3) Congress expresses no opinion, nor
should an opinion of Congress be inferred, re-
lating to the disagreement described in para-
graph (2); and

(4) it is the intent of Congress that, if the
land described in section 121(b) of the Native
American Technical Corrections Act of 2004
(118 Stat. 544) (as amended by section 3) is
used to bring water to the Barona Indian
Reservation, the effort is authorized only if
the effort also addresses water availability
for neighboring off-reservation land located
along Old Barona Road that is occupied as of
the date of enactment of this Act by pro-
viding guaranteed access to that water sup-
ply at a mutually agreeable site on the
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southwest boundary of the Barona Indian
Reservation.

(b) PURPOSES.—The purposes of this Act
are—

(1) to clarify the legal description of the
land placed into trust for the Barona Band of
Mission Indians in 2004; and

(2) to remove all doubt relating to the spe-
cific parcels of land that Congress has placed
into trust for the Barona Band of Mission In-
dians.

SEC. 3. LAND TRANSFER.

Section 121 of the Native American Tech-
nical Corrections Act of 2004 (Public Law
108-204; 118 Stat. 544) is amended—

(1) by striking subsection (b) and inserting
the following:

‘“(b) DESCRIPTION OF LAND.—The land re-
ferred to in subsection (a) is land comprising
approximately 86.87 acres in San Diego Coun-
ty, California, and described more particu-
larly as follows: T. 14 S., R. 1 E. San
Bernardino Meridian; Section 21, SW¥% SW4,
excepting the north 475 ft.; Wl SEY4 SWY,
excepting the north 475 ft.; E'2 SEV4 SWli,
excepting the north 350 ft.; Together with
that portion W% SEVi, lying southwesterly
of the following line: Beginning at the inter-
section of the southerly line of said SEY4
Section 21 with the westerly boundary of
Rancho Canada De San Vicente Y Mesa Del
Padre Barona as shown on United States
Government Resurvey approved January 21,
1939; thence northwesterly along said bound-
ary to an intersection with the westerly line
of said SEV4; containing 68.75 acres more or
less; Section 28, NW¥4 NWVi, excepting the
east 750 ft.; containing 17.02 acres more or
less.”’; and

(2) by adding at the end the following:

¢(d) CLARIFICATIONS.—

‘(1) EFFECT ON SECTION.—The provisions of
subsection (c) shall apply to the land de-
scribed in subsection (b), as in effect on the
day after the date of enactment of the
Barona Band of Mission Indians Land Trans-
fer Clarification Act of 2012.

‘“(2) EFFECT ON PRIVATE LAND.—The parcel
of private, non-Indian land referenced in sub-
section (a) and described in subsection (b), as
in effect on the day before the date of enact-
ment of the Barona Band of Mission Indians
Land Transfer Clarification Act of 2012, but
excluded from the revised description of the
land in subsection (b) was not intended to
be—

““(A) held in trust by the United States for
the benefit of the Band; or

‘‘(B) considered to be a part of the reserva-
tion of the Band.”.

————

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS

SENATE RESOLUTION 462—RECOG-
NIZING NATIONAL FOSTER CARE
MONTH AS AN OPPORTUNITY TO
RAISE AWARENESS ABOUT THE
CHALLENGES FACED BY CHIL-
DREN IN THE FOSTER CARE SYS-

TEM, ACKNOWLEDGING THE
DEDICATION OF FOSTER CARE
PARENTS, ADVOCATES, AND
WORKERS, AND ENCOURAGING

CONGRESS TO IMPLEMENT POL-
ICY TO IMPROVE THE LIVES OF
CHILDREN IN THE FOSTER CARE
SYSTEM

Ms. LANDRIEU (for herself and Mr.
GRASSLEY) submitted the following res-
olution; which was referred to the
Committee on Health, Education,
Labor, and Pensions:
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S. RES. 462

Whereas National Foster Care Month was
established more than 20 years ago to bring
foster care issues to the forefront, highlight
the importance of permanency for every
child, and recognize the essential role that
foster parents, social workers, and advocates
have in the lives of children in foster care
throughout the United States;

Whereas all children deserve a safe, loving,
and permanent home;

Whereas the primary goal of the foster
care system is to ensure the safety and well-
being of children while working to provide a
safe, loving, and permanent home for each
child;

Whereas there are approximately 408,000
children living in foster care;

Whereas there were approximately 254,000
youth that entered the foster care system in
2010, while over 107,000 youth were eligible
and awaiting adoption at the end of 2010;

Whereas children in foster care experience
an average of 3 different placements, which
often leads to disruption of routines and the
need to change schools and move away from
siblings, extended families, and familiar sur-
roundings;

Whereas youth in foster care are much
more likely to face educational instability
with 65 percent of former foster children ex-
periencing at least 7 school changes while in
care;

Whereas children of color are more likely
to stay in the foster care system for longer
periods of time and are less likely to be re-
united with their biological families;

Whereas foster parents are the front-line
caregivers for children who cannot safely re-
main with their biological parents and pro-
vide physical care, emotional support, edu-
cation advocacy, and are the largest single
source of families providing permanent
homes for children leaving foster care to
adoption;

Whereas children in foster care who are
placed with relatives, compared to children
placed with nonrelatives, have more sta-
bility, including fewer changes in place-
ments, have more positive perceptions of
their placements, are more likely to be
placed with their siblings, and demonstrate
fewer behavioral problems;

Whereas an increased emphasis on preven-
tion and reunification services is necessary
to reduce the number of children that are
forced to remain in the foster care system;

Whereas more than 27,900 youth ‘‘age out”
of foster care without a legal permanent con-
nection to an adult or family;

Whereas children who age out of foster
care may lack the security or support of a
biological or adoptive family and frequently
struggle to secure affordable housing, obtain
health insurance, pursue higher education,
and acquire adequate employment;

Whereas foster care is intended to be a
temporary placement, but children remain
in the foster care system for an average of 2
years;

Whereas volunteers, guardians, mentors,
and workers in the child-protective-services
community play a vital role in improving
the safety of the most valuable youth and
work hard to increase permanency through
reunification, adoption, and guardianship;

Whereas due to heavy caseloads and lim-
ited resources, the average tenure for a
worker in child protection services is just 3
years;

Whereas on average, 8.5 percent of the posi-
tions in child protective services remain va-
cant;

Whereas States, localities, and commu-
nities should be encouraged to invest re-
sources in preventative and reunification
services and postpermanency programs to
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ensure that more children in foster care are
provided with safe, loving, and permanent
placements;

Whereas Federal legislation over the past 3
decades, including the Adoption Assistance
and Child Welfare Act of 1980 (Public Law 96—
272), the Adoption and Safe Families Act of
1997 (Public Law 105-89), the Fostering Con-
nections to Success and Increasing Adop-
tions Act of 2008 (Public Law 110-351), and
the Child and Family Services Improvement
and Innovation Act (Public Law 112-34) pro-
vided new investments and services to im-
prove the outcomes of children in the foster
care system;

Whereas May is an appropriate month to
designate as National Foster Care Month to
provide an opportunity to acknowledge the
child-welfare workforce, foster parents, ad-
vocacy community, and mentors for their
dedication, accomplishments, and positive
impact they have on the lives of children;
and

Whereas much remains to be done to en-
sure that all children have a safe, loving,
nurturing, and permanent family, regardless
of age or special needs: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) recognizes National Foster Care Month
as an opportunity to raise awareness about
the challenges faced by children in the foster
care system, acknowledging the dedication
of foster care parents, advocates, and work-
ers, and encouraging Congress to implement
policy to improve the lives of children in the
foster care system;

(2) encourages Congress to implement pol-
icy to improve the lives of children in the
foster care system;

(3) supports the designation of May as Na-
tional Foster Care Month;

(4) acknowledges the special needs of chil-
dren in the foster care system;

(5) recognizes foster youth throughout the
United States for their ongoing tenacity,
courage, and resilience while facing life chal-
lenges,

(6) acknowledges the exceptional alumni of
the foster care system who serve as advo-
cates and role models for youth who remain
in care;

(7) honors the commitment and dedication
of the individuals who work tirelessly to pro-
vide assistance and services to children in
the foster care system; and

(8) reaffirms the need to continue working
to improve the outcomes of all children in
the foster care system through parts B and E
of title IV of the Social Security Act (42
U.S.C. 601 et seq.) and other programs de-
signed to—

(A) support vulnerable families;

(B) invest in prevention and reunification
services;

(C) promote adoption and guardianship in
cases where reunification is not in the best
interests of the child;

(D) adequately serve those children
brought into the foster care system; and

(E) facilitate the successful transition into
adulthood for children that ‘‘age out’ of the
foster care system.

Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, as
cofounders and cochairs of the Senate
Caucus on Foster Youth, Senator LAN-
DRIEU and I offer a resolution to recog-
nize May as National Foster Care
Month.

The resolution is an opportunity to
raise awareness about the challenges
faced by children in the foster care sys-
tem. It is also a time to acknowledge
the dedication of foster care parents,
advocates, and workers who are chang-
ing the lives of children every day.
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