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to serve as a watchdog, provide edu-
cation, and help monitor and respond
to concerns, questions, and complaints
about consumer financial products and
services, | led the bipartisan effort dur-
ing the Dodd-Frank act debate to cre-
ate a new Office of Servicemember Af-
fairs within the Consumer Financial
Protection Bureau, CFPB.

Our country has a strong tradition of
ensuring that the laws that protect our
servicemembers keep pace with the
challenges that they face. The Service-
member Housing Protection Act seeks
to address one such continuing chal-
lenge helping servicemembers with
their housing needs so they can main-
tain a focus on the difficult task of pro-
tecting our country.

First, our bill would make it easier
for servicemembers to submit their
military orders to creditors and get
their affairs in order prior to deploy-
ment. Currently, creditors require a
copy of military orders in order to trig-
ger SCRA protections. However, these
orders are often not cut until just be-
fore deployment or once the service-
member is already deployed. Rede-
fining military orders as either official
orders or a letter from the servicemem-
ber’s commanding officer would further
ensure that a servicemember has more
time to prepare for deployment and
promptly receives SCRA protections,
including the interest rate limitation
of six percent on qualifying mortgages.

Second, this bill would extend fore-
closure protections to surviving
spouses. Currently, servicemembers
have a 9-month window of foreclosure
protection following service, to provide
time to reacclimate to civilian life and
get affairs back in order. Our bill ex-
tends this nine-month window of fore-
closure protection to a surviving
spouse. After suffering such an un-
speakable loss, a military spouse
should not have the additional burden
of dealing with immediate foreclosure.

Lastly, this bill would help facilitate
the transition from off-base to on-base
housing. Due to the shortage of on-base
military housing, many servicemem-
bers temporarily find off-base housing
until on-base housing becomes avail-
able. When a servicemember on a wait-
ing list is given the chance to move
into on-base housing, he or she is some-
times unable to terminate his or her
off-base housing lease. Including an
order to move from off-base to on-base
housing as additional grounds for lease
termination would allow servicemem-
bers and their families the opportunity
to move into the military housing com-
munity. We should extend this oppor-
tunity, which already is law in several
states, such as Florida, Georgia, and
Virginia, to servicemembers serving at
any of our military bases.

While the men and women of our
Armed Forces are protecting our na-
tion overseas, we should do everything
possible to protect their families and
homes. | urge my colleagues to join
Senators DURBIN, SHERROD BROWN,
WHITEHOUSE, BEGICH, and me, as well as
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the Military Officers Association of
America, in supporting this bill and
taking these next steps to add protec-
tions for our military families.

———

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS

SENATE RESOLUTION 460—DESIG-
NATING THE WEEK OF MAY 20
THROUGH MAY 26, 2012, AS *‘“‘NA-
TIONAL PUBLIC WORKS WEEK”

Mrs. BOXER (for herself and Mr.
INHOFE) submitted the following reso-
lution; which was considered and
agreed to:

S. RES. 460

Whereas public works infrastructure, fa-
cilities, and services are of vital importance
to the health, safety, and well-being of the
people of the United States;

Whereas the public works infrastructure,
facilities, and services could not be provided
without the dedicated efforts of public works
professionals, including engineers and ad-
ministrators, who represent State and local
governments throughout the United States;

Whereas public works professionals design,
build, operate, and maintain the transpor-
tation systems, water infrastructure, sewage
and refuse disposal systems, public buildings,
and other structures and facilities that are
vital to the people and communities of the
United States; and

Whereas understanding the role that public
infrastructure plays in protecting the envi-
ronment, improving public health and safe-
ty, contributing to economic vitality, and
enhancing the quality of life of every com-
munity of the United States is in the inter-
est of the people of the United States: Now,
therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates the week of May 20 through
May 26, 2012, as ‘“‘National Public Works
Week’’;

(2) recognizes and celebrates the important
contributions that public works profes-
sionals make every day to improve—

(A) the public infrastructure of the United
States; and

(B) the communities that public works pro-
fessionals serve; and

(3) wurges individuals and communities
throughout the United States to join with
representatives of the Federal Government
and the American Public Works Association
in activities and ceremonies that are de-
signed—

(A) to pay tribute to the public works pro-
fessionals of the United States; and

(B) to recognize the substantial contribu-
tions that public works professionals make
to the United States.

———————

SENATE RESOLUTION 461—RECOG-
NIZING THE TEACHERS OF THE
UNITED STATES FOR THEIR CON-
TRIBUTIONS TO THE DEVELOP-
MENT AND PROGRESS OF OUR
NATION

Mr. LAUTENBERG (for himself, Ms.
MURKOWsSKI, Mr. BROwWN of Ohio, Mrs.
MURRAY, Mr. BEGICH, Mr. WARNER, Ms.
LANDRIEU, Mr. SANDERS, Mrs. GILLI-
BRAND, Ms. STABENOW, Mr. JOHNSON of
South Dakota, Mr. COONS, Mrs. FEIN-
STEIN, and Mr. KoHL) submitted the fol-
lowing resolution; which was consid-
ered and agreed to:
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Whereas education is the foundation of the
current and future strength of the United
States;

Whereas teachers and other education staff
have earned and deserve the respect of stu-
dents and communities for selfless dedica-
tion to our Nation’s children;

Whereas the purpose of ‘“National Teacher
Appreciation Week”, is to raise public
awareness of the important contributions of
teachers and to promote greater respect and
understanding for the teaching profession;

Whereas the teachers of the United States
play an important role in preparing children
to be positive and contributing members of
society; and

Whereas students, schools, communities,
and a number of organizations host teacher
appreciation events in recognition of ‘““Na-
tional Teacher Appreciation Week’: Now,
therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) thanks teachers for their service;

(2) promotes the profession of teaching;
and

(3) recognizes students, parents, school ad-
ministrators, and public officials who par-
ticipate in teacher appreciation events dur-
ing “National Teacher Appreciation Week”’.

———
AMENDMENTS SUBMITTED AND
PROPOSED
SA 2105. Mr. BENNET submitted an

amendment intended to be proposed by him
to the bill H.R. 2072, to reauthorize the Ex-
port-lmport Bank of the United States, and
for other purposes; which was ordered to lie
on the table.

SA 2106. Mr. ISAKSON (for himself and Mr.
COONS) submitted an amendment intended to
be proposed by him to the bill H.R. 2072,
supra; which was ordered to lie on the table.

—————

TEXT OF AMENDMENTS

SA 2105. Mr. BENNET submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill H.R. 2072, to reauthorize
the Export-lmport Bank of the United
States, and for other purposes; which
was ordered to lie on the table; as fol-
lows:

Strike section 25 and insert the following:
SEC. 25. RENEWABLE ENERGY AND ENERGY EFFI-
CIENCY TECHNOLOGIES.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Export-Import Bank
of the United States should work to increase
the export of renewable energy technologies
and end-use energy efficiency technologies
with a goal of significantly expanding, year-
after-year, the Bank’s annual aggregate
loan, guarantee, and insurance authoriza-
tions supporting those technologies.

(b) INCREASED REPORTING REQUIREMENTS.—
The Export-lmport Bank of the United
States shall include in its annual report to
Congress an analysis of any barriers to real-
izing the Bank’s congressional directive to
increase the Bank’s financing for renewable
energy technology and end-use energy effi-
ciency technology and any tools the Bank
needs to assist the Bank in overcoming those
barriers. The analysis shall include barriers
such as—

(1) inadequate staffing;

(2) inadequate financial products;

(3) lack of capital authority; and

(4) limitations imposed by domestic mar-
kets.

SEC. 26. EFFECTIVE DATE.

Except as provided in section 9(b), this Act

and the amendments made by this Act shall
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take effect on the earlier of June 1, 2012, or
the date of the enactment of this Act.

SA 2106. Mr. ISAKSON (for himself
and Mr. CooNs) submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him
to the bill H.R. 2072, to reauthorize the
Export-lmport Bank of the United
States, and for other purposes; which
was ordered to lie on the table; as fol-
lows:

At the end, add the following:

SEC. 26. EXTENSION OF THIRD-COUNTRY FABRIC
RULE UNDER THE AFRICAN
GROWTH AND OPPORTUNITY ACT;
ELIGIBILITY OF SOUTH SUDAN FOR
DESIGNATION FOR PREFERENTIAL
TREATMENT.

(a) EXTENSION OF AGOA THIRD-COUNTRY
FABRIC RULE.—Section 112(c)(1) of the Afri-
can Growth Opportunity Act (19 U.S.C.
3721(c)(1)) is amended by striking ‘‘Sep-
tember 30, 2012’ each place it appears in the
text and in the heading and inserting ‘‘Sep-
tember 30, 2015,

(b) DESIGNATION OF SOUTH SUDAN.—Section
107 of the African Growth Opportunity Act
(19 U.S.C. 3706) is amended by inserting ‘‘Re-
public of South Sudan (South Sudan).”” after
“Republic of South Africa (South Africa).”.

————

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO
MEET

COMMITTEE ON FINANCE

Ms. CANTWELL. Mr. President, | ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Finance be authorized to
meet during the session of the Senate
on May 15, 2012, at 10 a.m., in room SD-
215 of the Dirksen Senate Office Build-
ing, to conduct a hearing entitled “Tax
Reform: What It Could Mean for Tribes
and Territories.”

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON HEALTH, EDUCATION, LABOR,

AND PENSIONS

Ms. CANTWELL. Mr. President, | ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor,
and Pensions be authorized to meet,
during the session of the Senate, to
conduct a hearing entitled “The High
Cost of High Prices for HIV/AIDS
Drugs and the Prize Fund Alternative”
on May 15, 2012, at 10 a.m., in room SD-
430 of the Dirksen Senate Office Build-
ing.

'glj'he PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

SELECT COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE

Ms. CANTWELL. Mr. President, | ask
unanimous consent that the Select
Committee on Intelligence be author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on May 15, 2012, at 2:30 p.m.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON AGING

Ms. CANTWELL. Mr. President, | ask
unanimous consent that the Special
Committee on Aging be authorized to
meet during the session of the Senate
on May 15, 2012, at 2:15 p.m. in room
SD-562 of the Dirksen Senate Office
Building to conduct a hearing entitled:
“Missed by the Recovery: Solving the
Long-Term Unemployment Crisis for
Older Workers.”’

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
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PRIVILEGES OF THE FLOOR

Mr. JOHANNS. Mr. President, | ask
unanimous consent that Maureen
McLaughlin, a detailee to the Senate
Finance Committee, be granted the
privileges of the floor for the duration
of the consideration of H.R. 2072.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

————
NATIONAL PUBLIC WORKS WEEK

Mr. REID. Mr. President, | ask unan-
imous consent that the Senate proceed

to the immediate consideration of S.
460.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 460) designating the
week of May 20 through May 26, 2012, as Na-
tional Public Works Week.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. REID. | ask unanimous consent
that the resolution be agreed to, the
preamble be agreed to, the motions to
reconsider be laid upon the table, with
no intervening action or debate, and
that any statements related to the res-
olution be printed in the RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

The resolution, with its preamble,
reads as follows:

S. RES. 460

Whereas public works infrastructure, fa-
cilities, and services are of vital importance
to the health, safety, and well-being of the
people of the United States;

Whereas the public works infrastructure,
facilities, and services could not be provided
without the dedicated efforts of public works
professionals, including engineers and ad-
ministrators, who represent State and local
governments throughout the United States;

Whereas public works professionals design,
build, operate, and maintain the transpor-
tation systems, water infrastructure, sewage
and refuse disposal systems, public buildings,
and other structures and facilities that are
vital to the people and communities of the
United States; and

Whereas understanding the role that public
infrastructure plays in protecting the envi-
ronment, improving public health and safe-
ty, contributing to economic vitality, and
enhancing the quality of life of every com-
munity of the United States is in the inter-
est of the people of the United States: Now,
therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates the week of May 20 through
May 26, 2012, as ‘“‘National Public Works
Week’’;

(2) recognizes and celebrates the important
contributions that public works profes-
sionals make every day to improve—

(A) the public infrastructure of the United
States; and

(B) the communities that public works pro-
fessionals serve; and

(38) wurges individuals and communities
throughout the United States to join with
representatives of the Federal Government
and the American Public Works Association
in activities and ceremonies that are de-
signed—
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(A) to pay tribute to the public works pro-
fessionals of the United States; and

(B) to recognize the substantial contribu-
tions that public works professionals make
to the United States.

Mr. REID. Before we leave this, Mr.
President, I might say that Senator
BOXER and Senator INHOFE, the chair
and the ranking member of that most
important committee—the Environ-
ment and Public Works Committee—
are doing their utmost on a bipartisan
basis to complete the conference with
the House to get the highway bill
passed, which means 2.8 million jobs.
As this legislation concerns National
Public Works Week, it would certainly
be a big celebration if we could get
that bill done. | appreciate very much
Senators BOXER and INHOFE working so
closely together on that committee.

——————

RECOGNIZING TEACHERS OF THE
UNITED STATES

Mr. REID. Mr. President, | ask unan-
imous consent that we proceed to the
immediate consideration of S. Res. 461.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 461) recognizing the
teachers of the United States for their con-
tributions to the development and progress
of our Nation.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. REID. | ask unanimous consent
that the resolution be agreed to, the
preamble be agreed to, the motions to
reconsider be laid upon the table, with
no intervening action or debate, and
that any statements related to the res-
olution be printed in the RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

The resolution, with its preamble,
reads as follows:

S. REs. 461

Whereas education is the foundation of the
current and future strength of the United
States;

Whereas teachers and other education staff
have earned and deserve the respect of stu-
dents and communities for selfless dedica-
tion to our Nation’s children;

Whereas the purpose of ‘““National Teacher
Appreciation Week”, is to raise public
awareness of the important contributions of
teachers and to promote greater respect and
understanding for the teaching profession;

Whereas the teachers of the United States
play an important role in preparing children
to be positive and contributing members of
society; and

Whereas students, schools, communities,
and a number of organizations host teacher
appreciation events in recognition of ‘““Na-
tional Teacher Appreciation Week’: Now,
therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) thanks teachers for their service;

(2) promotes the profession of teaching;
and

461) was
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