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James P. Epling, Border Patrol Agent, U.S.
Customs and Border Protection, Yuma, Ari-
zona, End of Watch: December 16, 2003.

Nathan B. Bruckenthal, Damage
Controlman Third Class (E-4), U.S. Coast
Guard, Irag, End of Watch: April 24, 2004.

Travis W. Attaway, Senior Patrol Agent,
U.S. Customs and Border Protection, Har-
lingen, Texas, End of Watch: September 19,
2004.

Jeremy M. Wilson, Senior Patrol Agent,
U.S. Customs and Border Protection, Har-
lingen, Texas, End of Watch: September 19,
2004.

Philip C. Lebid, Special Agent, U.S. Secret
Service, Tampa, Florida, End of Watch: No-
vember 22, 2004.

George B. DeBates, Senior Patrol Agent,
U.S. Customs and Border Protection, Casa
Grande, Arizona, End of Watch: December 19,
2004.

David G. Wilhelm, Assistant Special Agent
in Charge, U.S. Immigration and Customs
Enforcement, Atlanta, Georgia, End of
Watch: March 11, 2005.

Christopher J. Smith, Assistant to the
Special Agent in Charge, U.S. Secret Serv-
ice, Atlanta, Georgia, End of Watch: March
25, 2005.

Nicholas D. Greenig, Senior Patrol Agent,
U.S. Customs and Border Protection, Tuc-
son, Arizona, End of Watch: March 14, 2006.

Jessica E. Hill, Lieutenant (0O-3), U.S.
Coast Guard, Arctic Ocean, End of Watch:
August 17, 2006.

Steven Duque, Boatswain’s Mate Second
Class (E-5), U.S. Coast Guard, Arctic Ocean,
End of Watch: August 17, 2006.

David N. Webb, Senior Patrol Agent, U.S.
Customs and Border Protection, Ajo, Ari-
zona, End of Watch: November 3, 2006.

Ramon Nevarez, Jr., Border Patrol Agent,
U.S. Customs and Border Protection,
Lordsburg, New Mexico, End of Watch:
March 15, 2007.

David J. Tourscher, Border Patrol Agent,

U.S. Customs and Border Protection,
Lordsburg, New Mexico, End of Watch:
March 16, 2007.

Ronald A. Gill, Jr., Port Security Spe-

cialist Third Class, U.S. Coast Guard Re-
serve, Puget Sound, Washington, End of
Watch: March 25, 2007.

Clinton B. Thrasher, Air Interdiction
Agent, U.S. Customs and Border Protection,
McAllen, Texas, End of Watch: April 25, 2007.

Richard Goldstein, Border Patrol Agent,
U.S. Customs and Border Protection, Indio,
California, End of Watch: May 11, 2007.

Robert F. Smith, Air Interdiction Agent,
U.S. Customs and Border Protection, EI
Paso, Texas, End of Watch: May 22, 2007.

Eric N. Cabral, Border Patrol Agent, U.S.
Customs and Border Protection, Boulevard,
California, End of Watch: July 26, 2007.

Julio E. Baray, Air Interdiction Agent,
U.S. Customs and Border Protection, EI
Paso, Texas, End of Watch: September 24,
2007.

Luis Aguilar, Border Patrol Agent, U.S.
Customs and Border Protection, Yuma, Ari-
zona, End of Watch: January 19, 2008.

Jarod C. Dittman, Border Patrol Agent,
U.S. Customs and Border Protection, San
Diego, California, End of Watch: March 30,
2008.

Thomas G. Nelson, Captain (0-6), U.S.
Coast Guard, Oahu, Hawaii, End of Watch:
September 4, 2008.

Andrew C. Wischmeier, Lieutenant Com-
mander (0O-4), U.S. Coast Guard, Oahu, Ha-
waii, End of Watch: September 4, 2008.

David L. Skimin, Aviation Survival Tech-
nician First Class (E-6), U.S. Coast Guard,
Oahu, Hawaii, End of Watch: September 4,
2008.

Joshua W. Nichols, Aviation Maintenance
Technician First Class (E-6), U.S. Coast
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Guard, Oahu, Hawaii, End of Watch: Sep-
tember 4, 2008.

Nathaniel A. Afolayan, Border Patrol
Agent, U.S. Customs and Border Protection,
Artesia, New Mexico, End of Watch: May 1,
2009.

Cruz C. McGuire, Border Patrol Agent, U.S.
Customs and Border Protection, Del Rio,
Texas, End of Watch: May 21, 2009.

Robert W. Rosas, Jr., Border Patrol Agent,
U.S. Customs and Border Protection, Campo,
California, End of Watch: July 23, 2009.

Che J. Barnes, Lieutenant Commander (O-
4), U.S. Coast Guard, San Clement Island,
California, End of Watch: October 29, 2009.

Adam W. Bryant, Lieutenant (O-3), U.S.
Coast Guard, San Clement Island, California,
End of Watch: October 29, 2009.

John F. Seidman, Aviation Maintenance
Technician Chief Petty Officer, U.S. Coast
Guard, San Clement Island, California, End
of Watch: October 29, 2009.

Carl P. Grigonis, Avionics Electrical Tech-
nician Second Class (E-5), U.S. Coast Guard,
San Clement Island, California, End of
Watch: October 29, 2009.

Monica L. Beacham, Avionics Electrical
Technician Second Class (E-5), U.S. Coast
Guard, San Clement Island, California, End
of Watch: October 29, 2009.

Danny R. Kreder, Jr., Aviation Mainte-
nance Technician Third Class (E-4), U.S.
Coast Guard, San Clement Island, California,
End of Watch: October 29, 2009.

Jason S. Moletzsky, Aviation Maintenance
Technician Third Class (E-4), U.S. Coast
Guard, San Clement Island, California, End
of Watch: October 29, 2009.

Mark F. Van Doren, Border Patrol Agent,
U.S. Customs and Border Protection,
Falfurrias, Texas, End of Watch: May 24,
2010.

Sean D. Krueger, Lieutenant (O-3), U.S.
Coast Guard, La Push, Washington, End of
Watch: July 7, 2010.

Adam C. Hoke, Aviation Maintenance
Technician First Class (E-6), U.S. Coast
Guard, La Push, Washington, End of Watch:
July 7, 2010.

Brett M. Banks, Aviation Maintenance
Technician Second Class (E-5), U.S. Coast
Guard, La Push, Washington, End of Watch:
July 7, 2010.

Charles F. Collins 11, CBP Officer, U.S.
Customs and Border Protection, Anchorage,
Alaska, End of Watch: August 15, 2010.

Michael V. Gallagher, Border Patrol
Agent, U.S. Customs and Border Protection,
Casa Grande, Arizona, End of Watch: Sep-
tember 2, 2010.

John R. Zykas, CBP Officer, U.S. Customs
and Border Protection, San Diego, Cali-
fornia, End of Watch: September 8, 2010.

Shaun M. Lin, Maritime Enforcement Spe-
cialist Third Class (E-4), U.S. Coast Guard,
Portsmouth, Virginia, End of Watch: October
13, 2010.

Brian A. Terry, Border Patrol Agent, U.S.
Customs and Border Protection, Naco
Cochise, Arizona, End of Watch: December
15, 2010.

Jaime J. Zapata, Special Agent, U.S. Im-
migration and Customs Enforcement, Mexico
City, Mexico, End of Watch: February 15,
2011.

Hector R. Clark, Border Patrol Agent, U.S.
Customs and Border Protection, Yuma, Ari-
zona, End of Watch: May 12, 2011.

Eduardo Rojas, Jr., Border Patrol Agent,
U.S. Customs and Border Protection, Yuma,
Arizona, End of Watch: May 12, 2011.

Dale T. Taylor, Lieutenant Commander (O-
4), U.S. Coast Guard, Point Clear, Alabama,
End of Watch: February 28, 2012.

Thomas J. Cameron, Lieutenant Junior
Grade (0-2), U.S. Coast Guard, Point Clear,
Alabama, End of Watch: February 28, 2012.

Fernando Jorge, Aviation Survival Techni-
cian (E-7), U.S. Coast Guard, Point Clear,
Alabama, End of Watch: February 28, 2012.
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Andrew W. Knight, Avionics Electrical
Technician (E-4), U.S. Coast Guard, Point
Clear, Alabama, End of Watch: February 28,
2012.

James A. Hopkins, Electronics Technician
(E-6), U.S. Coast Guard, Kodiak, Alaska, End
of Watch: April 12, 2012.

Richard W. Belisle, Civilian Employee
(WG-8), Chief Boatswain’s Mate (E-7), Re-
tired, U.S. Coast Guard, Kodiak, Alaska, End
of Watch: April 12, 2012.

———

NATIONAL POLICE WEEK

Mr. HOEVEN. Mr. President, today,
people across our country observe
Peace Officers Memorial Day. As we re-
member all of the fallen officers who
have made the ultimate sacrifice while
upholding justice and protecting our
communities, | wish to echo the senti-
ments of Americans across the country
in honoring the lives and exemplary
service of all of the men and women
who lost their lives this past year, in-
cluding two North Dakota peace offi-
cers, Bismarck police Sgt. Steven
Kenner and Burleigh County sheriff’s
department Deputy Sheriff Bryan
Sleeper.

Sgt. Steven Kenner served with the
Bismarck police department for more
than 32 years when he was killed in the
line of duty on July 8, 2011. Sergeant
Kenner was a distinguished and well-
respected member of the Bismarck po-
lice department. He also served as a
decorated member of the North Dakota
National Guard military police and
founded the business C.A.R., Collision
Analysis Reconstruction.

Colleagues, friends and family knew
Sergeant Kenner to be a loving, hard-
working and dedicated man who served
his State with great pride. He was de-
voted to mentoring and training his
fellow officers, and his extensive
knowledge and professionalism gar-
nered the respect and admiration of his
colleagues, who often referred to Ser-
geant Kenner as a gentle giant because
his stature belied his kind nature and
selfless service to others.

During Sergeant Kenner’s distin-
guished career, he earned several
awards, including the North Dakota

Peace Officers Association Lifesaving
Award. Sergeant Kenner was also ac-
tively involved in his community, serv-
ing in a variety of capacities, including
as a member of the Missouri Valley
Fraternal Order of Police, the National
Trustee for North Dakota and the Mid-
west Association of Traffic Accident
Investigators. He is survived by his
wife, Debbie, and children James, Ste-
phen, Kailey, and Tayler.

Last year, North Dakota also
mourned Deputy Sheriff Bryan Sleeper
who died in the line of duty on Sep-
tember 28, 2011. A lifelong North Dako-
tan, Deputy Sleeper graduated from
the University of Mary in 1997, and
worked at the North Dakota state pen-
itentiary and the Bismarck rural fire
department before beginning his distin-
guished career with the Burleigh Coun-
ty sheriff’s department in 2007.

Deputy Sleeper was an active mem-
ber of his community, and his involve-
ment—like his job—aimed to improve
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the well-being of his fellow citizens. He
earned his EMT certification and
taught CPR and first aid at St. Alexius
Medical Center and the Burleigh Coun-
ty sheriff’s department. He was also a
volunteer firefighter, member of the
West Dakota SWAT team and the vice
president of the Fraternal Order of Po-
lice Missouri Valley Lodge #3 for Bis-
marck. At the sheriff’s department, he
organized enforcement events includ-
ing a blood drive and Christmas shop-
ping event for children. Recognitions
include the North Dakota Peace Offi-
cers Association Lifesaving Award.

Deputy Sleeper was a hardworking,
ambitious and energetic man whose
kind heart and engaging personality
quickly endeared him to the people he
met. An athlete and outdoors enthu-
siast, Deputy Sleeper was a natural
leader and committed family man and
friend. He is survived by his wife Lana,
children Branden, Jeremy and Heather;
and grandson Hunter.

This past week, North Dakotans
added the names of Steven Kenner and
Bryan Sleeper to the North Dakota
Peace Officer Memorial located on the
east side of the North Dakota State
capitol. This memorial now bears the
names of 61 brave men. These North
Dakota peace officers, like the other
officers from across our country who
have been killed in the line of duty,
have earned our unyielding gratitude
for their service and heroism. These
brave men and women keep our com-
munities safe and secure, and it is fit-
ting and right that we should pay trib-
ute to these heroes who have paid the
ultimate sacrifice.

Mikey and | extend our deepest sym-
pathy to the families of all our fallen
officers, especially the families of Ser-
geant Kenner and Deputy Sleeper. Our
thoughts and prayers go out to them,
and we pray that they will take com-
fort in knowing that their loved ones
served their State and fellow citizens
with great honor and pride.

————

TAIWAN’S PRESIDENTIAL
INAUGURATION

Mr. HOEVEN. Mr. President, today |
wish to recognize Inauguration Day in
Taiwan on May 20, 2012. On January 14,
Mr. Ma Ying-jeou was elected to his
second term as President of the Repub-
lic of China. | offer congratulations to
Mr. Ma not only for winning the elec-
tion but for what his election symbol-
izes: the continued growth and matura-
tion of democracy in the Republic of
China. Taiwan is the first place in the
ethnic Chinese world where democracy
has taken root, and its democratic
transformation has laid the foundation
for reduced tensions across the Taiwan
Strait and strengthened its ties with
the United States as well.

Taiwan’s democracy brightens the fu-
ture of East Asia. Taipei poses no
threat to Beijing, and its democratic
government has fostered the develop-
ment of strong cross-strait economic
and cultural ties. | hope that, instead
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of building up its military forces in
fear of a democratic Taiwan, Beijing
will learn from Taiwan’s example and
reform its own political system. De-
mocratization on both sides of the Tai-
wan Strait will lead to further expan-
sion of the economic and cultural ties
that have begun to flourish in recent
years as well as improve security for
the entire region.

The United States understands that
our interests are well served by a free
and democratic Taiwan. We want to see
Taiwan grow and thrive as an impor-
tant economic and trade partner, and
we recognize that the safety and secu-
rity of Taiwan is very important to the
security of the entire Asia-Pacific re-
gion. The partnership between the
United States and Taiwan, especially
under the terms of the Taiwan Rela-
tions Act, has deterred aggressive ac-
tion in the Taiwan Strait and opened
the door for Taiwan to reach its full
potential as a strong democracy and an
important economic hub. | look for-
ward to strengthening the links be-
tween Taiwan and the United States in
the future, particularly through the re-
moval of remaining trade barriers and
a renewed commitment to addressing
the security challenges facing Taiwan.

I hope that the United States and the
Republic of China, as two fellow de-
mocracies, will continue to support
each other and commit themselves to
even closer ties in the future. And in
that spirit, on the occasion of Taiwan’s
Inauguration Day, | congratulate the
people of Taiwan and join them in cele-
brating the power and potential of de-
mocracy.

————————

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

350TH ANNIVERSARY OF ST.
FRANCIS XAVIER CATHOLIC
CHURCH

® Mr. CARDIN. Mr. President, today |
wish to celebrate the 350th anniversary
of St. Francis Xavier Catholic Church
in Leonardtown, MD. | hope my col-
leagues will join me in celebrating the
centuries of history in marking this
anniversary, including the establish-
ment of Catholicism in English Amer-
ica. It was 350 years ago that
Leonardtown, which was then known
as Newtowne, was founded as the first
settlement in the Maryland province
after the establishment of St. Mary’s
City. Its geographic location places it
within view of St. Clement’s Island
where the English colonists first land-
ed in 1634. Prior to its settlement by
the colonists, the Piscataway Indians
and their forebears had occupied the
site for many centuries.

Lord Baltimore founded the Mary-
land colony with the intention of pro-
viding his co-religionists with the civil
liberty to exercise their religion freely,
but it was not until the restoration of
Charles Il to the throne in England
that the political climate in Maryland
allowed for the building of a public
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chapel at Newtowne in 1662. The chapel
was built by the local Catholics for the
community that continues to the
present day as Saint Francis Xavier’s
Parish, a parish within the Archdiocese
of Washington.

In 1967, when the Society of Jesus
withdrew from Newtowne to work in
other areas, St. Francis Xavier Church,
Newtowne Manor, and the 7.5 acres sur-
rounding them were conveyed to the
Archdiocese of Washington. The Arch-
bishop of Washington at the time,
James Cardinal Hickey, realized the re-
ligious, historical and archeological
significance of these buildings, both of
which are on the national Register of
Historic Places, and he determined
that they must be restored and pre-
served to maintain a link with the ear-
liest days of the Roman Catholic
Church in America.

While the site of the current church,
a.d. 1731, and the Newtowne Manor
House, a.d. 1789, the graveyard, and the
site of the original chapel have been
excavated by archaeologists, more
work remains to be done to tell the full
story of what is believed to be the sec-
ond public Catholic chapel built in the
colonies. The first is thought to be in
neighboring Charles County, MD. | join
Father Brian P. Sanderfoot and the
Saint Francis Xavier Catholic Church
congregation in encouraging further
investigation and exploration of their
history. Their work will inform all of
us about the colonial history of the
Catholic community in Maryland and
the early colonial life and freedoms
evidenced in the records and archeo-
logical findings of St. Francis Xavier
Catholic Church.e

———
CONGRATULATING ASHLEE SMITH

® Mr. HELLER. Mr. President, today I
wish to honor a young Nevadan for
being recognized as one of America’s
top 10 youth volunteers of 2012. Ashlee
Smith, a seventh grader from Sparks,
NV, was awarded the prestigious na-
tional Prudential Spirit of Community
Award for her efforts to assist child
victims of house fires and natural dis-
asters. | am proud to congratulate one
of Nevada’s own for her leadership,
compassion, and selflessness as she sets
a fine example for students all across
the United States who want to make a
difference.

Ashlee’s home burned down in a dev-
astating fire in 2005, destroying all that
her family owned—including her child-
hood toys. Ever since this experience,
she has dedicated her free time to help-
ing children who are victims of natural
disasters recover their lost belongings.
At 8 years old, she founded Ashlee’s
Toy Closet, a nonprofit organization
that helps low-income children as well
as those who have been affected by nat-
ural disasters. Over the past 5 years,
she has collected and distributed more
than 175,000 toys to children who have
been affected by natural disasters.
Ashlee’s commitment to children in
need is inspiring and reinforces the im-
portance of serving our communities.
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