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We don’t fully understand. We don’t
understand at all why David’s life was
taken or why the lives of more than
19,000 officers we remembered today
ended so soon. But we express our grat-
itude for their service and dedication
to their communities and to our coun-
try.

During National Police Week, we also
remember their families and the loved
ones they left behind. May God comfort
them in their time of grief and be a
source of strength for them. May he
also protect all those who continue to
serve today.

I want to especially mention David
Enzbrenner’s wife Kerri and his three
teenage daughters Avery, Abbi, and
Celia. | want them to know we honor
the way David lived his life and tell
them we love and care for them today
and always.

| yield the floor.

| suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll.

Mrs. SHAHEEN. Mr. President, | ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN ACT

Mrs. SHAHEEN. Mr. President, |
come to the floor today to join my col-
league, Senator MENENDEZ, and | think
some of our other colleagues who will
be here soon, to reaffirm our commit-
ment to the reauthorization of the Vio-
lence Against Women Act. That act re-
cently passed out of the Senate with a
strong bipartisan vote that recognizes
our bipartisan commitment to end do-
mestic and sexual abuse, stalking, and
dating violence. The House of Rep-
resentatives will soon be taking a vote
on their proposed counterpart to the
Violence Against Women Act, and |
want to address some of the concerns |
have with the bill that is on the floor
in the House.

What we have seen in this country is
that domestic violence has a signifi-
cant impact on families, on victims. It
comprises the very stability of our
towns and communities. The Violence
Against Women Act provides essential
resources for victims and for law en-
forcement. | was pleased to see so
many of us in the Senate put politics
aside and support this important reau-
thorization.

Unfortunately, the House version of
the reauthorization of the Violence
Against Women Act does not provide
the same level of protection for vic-
tims, and it does not include some re-
sources that have specifically been re-
quested by law enforcement.

In the House bill protections are di-
minished for college students, for les-
bian, gay, and transgender victims, for
immigrants, and for Native Americans.

The Senate bill strengthens the Vio-
lence Against Women Act to provide
more protections to more women and
their families. The House bill weakens
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the law by failing to state that same-
sex couples will have equal access to
services, by decreasing protections for
immigrant victims, and by declining to
expand the jurisdiction of tribal courts.

One example of some of the changes
in the House bill, where | think it fails,
is around protections the Senate bill
provides to women students on college
campuses.

The Senate bill provides strong pro-
tections that have been omitted in the
House bill. The Senate bill includes a
provision requiring a university to im-
plement prevention programs, teaching
all students, male and female, how to
help prevent sexual violence and dating
violence, including bystander edu-
cation.

The Senate bill also requires a uni-
versity to make reasonable accom-
modations for students who need to
change their living, working, or aca-
demic situation as a result of being vic-
timized. For example, if a young
woman is the victim of an assault and
her attacker lives in her dorm, what
the Senate bill would do is require the
university to help that young woman
find another place to live. Unfortu-
nately, these Kkinds of protections are
not included in the House bill.

The Department of Justice recently
estimated that 25 percent of college
women will be victims of rape or at-
tempted rape before they graduate
within a 4-year college period, and
women between the ages of 16 to 24 will
experience rape at a rate that is four
times higher than the assault rate for
all women.

There is no doubt this is a serious
problem. The safeguards we imple-
mented in the Senate bill must be pre-
served if we are to provide the protec-
tions that young women and men in
college deserve.

When we were working on our reau-
thorization in the Senate, | had a
chance to meet with case workers at
crisis centers and with some of the vic-
tims of domestic violence in New
Hampshire.

I heard from one woman who said if
it had not been for that 24-hour hotline
and her caseworker at the Bridges Cri-
sis Center in Nashua, she would never
have been able to leave her abuser. She
was finally able to stand up for herself
and end the terrible cycle of abuse be-
cause of the Violence Against Women
Act.

All victims should have equal access
to these important resources, and it is
imperative this bill provide that.

So | urge my colleagues in the House
to insist on these essential components
so we can move forward on this reau-
thorization and we can protect all of
the victims of domestic violence.

Mr. President, | yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Indiana.

————
REMEMBERING CHUCK COLSON

Mr. COATS. Mr. President, I rise this
evening to honor a longtime friend,

May 15, 2012

confidant, and mentor, Chuck Colson,
whose life we will celebrate tomorrow
at a memorial service at the National
Cathedral.

It has been said that a man’s char-
acter can be tested by the way he re-
sponds to adversity. If that is the case,
Chuck Colson’s character was one of
remarkable strength, tenacity, faith,
and humility.

Chuck was a brilliant man with a re-
sume of impressive accomplishments
at a very young age: A scholarship to
an lvy League school and a law degree
from George Washington University; a
veteran and, at one time, the youngest
captain in the Marine Corps; a former
chief of staff to a U.S. Senator from
Massachusetts; and then top assistant
and legal counsel to the President of
the United States.

Now, this does not sound like the
type of man who would find himself sit-
ting alone in a Federal prison cell, but
that is exactly what happened to
Chuck Colson, and what happened
there changed his life forever.

Known as President Nixon’s ‘““hatchet
man,” Colson pleaded guilty to ob-
struction of justice in the Daniel
Ellsberg case during the Watergate
scandal and went from White House
Special Counsel to incarcerated felon.

In 1974, Chuck Colson entered Max-
well Federal Prison Camp in Alabama.
This fall from perhaps the closest con-
fidant of the President of the United
States to a Federal prison cell is about
as far and as deep as anyone can fall.
That is what we call hitting rock bot-
tom. But rock bottom for Chuck
Colson became a time of repentance, a
time of grace, and a time of trans-
formation.

Far from the Rose Garden, it was be-
hind those prison bars where Chuck
Colson made one of the most important
decisions of his life—one that would
impact the lives of thousands. He de-
cided to dedicate the rest of his life
serving the God he loved.

Scripture in Proverbs reads:

Trust in the Lord with all your heart and
lean not on your own understanding; in all
your ways submit to him, and he will make
your paths straight.

With a redemption that can only
come through the grace of God, and
with a renewed sense of vision, Chuck
did just that. He put his trust in the
Lord and submitted to Him. He decided
to let God write the story of his life
rather than trying to control his own
destiny.

That transformation is the story we
will celebrate tomorrow at the Na-
tional Cathedral—a story of redemp-
tion and a testament to the power of
God’s forgiveness and love.

Chuck Colson’s experience in prison
and his renewed sense of vision opened
his eyes to a sector of our society that
is often forgotten. Once a prisoner him-
self—and having experienced the depth
of his own need for repentance and
transformation; even those at the very
bottom of society—Chuck believed that
God could change them and any willing
heart.
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As described in the first two of his
many published books—the first one,
“Born Again,” and the second one,
“Life Sentence”’—Chuck dedicated his
now transformed life to serving prison
inmates and the families of prisoners.

In 1976, he practiced what he
preached and founded Prison Fellow-
ship, a Christian ministry to give pris-
oners the opportunity to experience
the radically transforming power of
Christ that he had experienced himself.

Chuck Colson’s ministry took him to
visit 600 prisons in the United States
and in 40 other countries. He worked
relentlessly to improve prison condi-
tions, increase access to religious pro-
grams, and provide resources and sup-
port to the families of prisoners.

Prison ministry was not his only pas-
sion. In his later years, Chuck focused
his efforts on developing other Chris-
tian leaders who could influence their
communities through their faith. This
became the cornerstone of the Chuck
Colson Center for Christian Worldview,
a research and training center estab-
lished to promote Christian worldview
teaching.

Chuck has touched the lives of many
people through his ministry, books,
lectures, and charity work. | am one of
those who is personally grateful for the
positive influence he has had on my
life.

It was in April 1976 that | attended an
annual Fort Wayne, IN, mayor’s prayer
breakfast. | was intrigued with the
speaker who was announced as Chuck
Colson—recently released from prison,
formerly a Watergate figure and legal
counsel to the President.

As | sat through his presentation, |
was touched in a way and reached in a
way that transformed my life, and | am
ever grateful to Chuck Colson for using
himself as, | think, a conduit for a mes-
sage | also needed to receive.

It resulted in a radical change of
course for me: from a predictable, set-
tled, purposeful, 1 thought, life as an
attorney in a midsized firm in Fort
Wayne, IN, to becoming engaged in pol-
itics, something | never thought |
would engage in. It was Chuck Colson
who made me ask that same question
and make that same decision he made;
that is, to no longer try to control the
direction of my life, but subject myself
to the control of someone who had a
plan for me. And that plan was not a
specific one of serving in the Senate or
Congress. It was simply to be open to
the possibility of a path that perhaps |
had not ever thought would be taken.

As a consequence of that, and as a
consequence of a string of events that
is impossible for me to claim any cred-
it for, I find myself standing here in
the Senate delivering this tribute to
Chuck Colson.

Marsha and | will miss him greatly.
We will continue to be motivated and
inspired by the example of how life
should be lived.

When | first came to the Senate, |
was here just 2 days when | received a
call from Chuck Colson. He said: | have
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a gift for you. It is a precious gift, and
one | do not want to give, but | think
this gift can be more useful to someone
who can speak as a U.S. Senator than
to someone like me who can speak as
head of Prison Fellowship.

That gift was a young man by the
name of Michael Gerson, who had, after
leaving college, worked for Prison Fel-
lowship and, both through policy deci-
sions and through the written word,
helped Chuck with his ministry.

This young man worked for me for a
number of years, and | was the voice of
his thinking and the voice of his writ-
ten messages. He went on to become a
speech writer for a Presidential can-
didate and then the chief speech writer
for President George W. Bush.

Michael Gerson wrote a piece that
was published in the Washington Post
on April 22 titled ‘“Charles Colson
found freedom in prison.” | think that
piece certainly is worth reading. | ask
unanimous consent that the article be
printed in the RECORD immediately fol-
lowing my remarks.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

(See exhibit 1.)

Mr. COATS. Mike Gerson said in his
column:

Chuck led a movement of volunteers at-
tempting to love some of their least lovable
neighbors. This inversion of social prior-
ities—putting the last first—is the best evi-
dence of a faith that is more than a crutch,
opiate, or self-help program. It is the hall-
mark of authentic religion—and it is the
vast, humane contribution of Chuck Colson.
Chuck Colson’s remarkable life story can
serve as a guiding light and provide all of us
the courage and the strength to overcome
whatever adversity we may face in our own
lives.

May we remember the example of
Chuck Colson and the words prayed so
often by my very good friend:

Please show me how You want me to live
and give me the power to live that way.

EXHIBIT 1
[From the Washington Post, Apr. 22, 2012]
CHARLES COLSON FOUND FREEDOM IN PRISON
(By Michael Gerson)

Charles W. Colson—who spent seven
months in prison for Watergate-era offenses
and became one of the most influential so-
cial reformers of the 20th century—was the
most thoroughly converted person I've ever
known.

Following Chuck’s recent death, the news
media—with short attention spans but long
memories—have focused on the Watergate
portion of his career. They preserve the
image of a public figure at the moment when
the public glare was harshest—a picture
taken when the flash bulbs popped in 1974.

But I first met Chuck more than a decade
after he left the gates of Alabama’s Maxwell
prison. | was a job-seeking college senior, in
whom Chuck detected some well-hidden po-
tential as a research assistant. In him, |
found my greatest example of the trans-
forming power of grace. | had read many of
the Watergate books, in which Chuck ap-
pears as a character with few virtues apart
from loyalty. 1 knew a different man. The
surface was recognizable—the Marine’s in-
tensity, the lawyer’s restless intellect. The
essence, however, had changed. He was a pa-
tient and generous mentor. And he was con-
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sumed—utterly consumed—by his calling to
serve prisoners, ex-prisoners and their fami-
lies.

Many wondered at Chuck’s sudden conver-
sion to Christianity. He seemed to wonder at
it himself. He spent each day that followed,
for nearly 40 years, dazzled by his own im-
plausible redemption. It is the reason he
never hedged or hesitated in describing his
relationship with Jesus Christ. Chuck was
possessed, not by some cause, but by some-
one.

He stood in a long line of celebrated con-
verts, beginning with the Apostle Paul on
the Damascus road, and including figures
such as John Newton, G.K. Chesterton and
Malcolm Muggeridge. They were often re-
ceived with skepticism, even contempt. Con-
version is a form of confession—a public ad-
mission of sin, failure and weakness. It
brings out the scoffers. This means little to
the converted, who have experienced some-
thing more powerful than derision. In his
poem, ‘““The Convert,” Chesterton concludes:
“And all these things are less than dust to
me/ Because my name is Lazarus and | live.”

Prison often figures large in conversion
stories. Pride is the enemy of grace, and pris-
on is the enemy of pride. ‘“How else but
through a broken heart,”” wrote Oscar Wilde
after leaving Reading Gaol, ‘““may Lord
Christ enter in?”’ It is the central paradox of
Christianity that fulfillment starts in empti-
ness, that streams emerge in the desert, that
freedom can be found in a prison cell.
Chuck’s swift journey from the White House
to a penitentiary ended a life of accomplish-
ment—only to begin a life of significance.
The two are not always the same. The de-
struction of Chuck’s career freed up his
skills for a calling he would not have chosen,
providing fulfillment beyond his ambitions. |
often heard him quote Alexander Sol-
zhenitsyn, and mean it: ‘““Bless you, prison,
for having been in my life.”

Chuck was a powerful preacher, an influen-
tial cultural critic and a pioneer of the dia-
logue between evangelicals and Catholics.
But he was always drawn back to the scene
of his disgrace and his deliverance. The min-
istry he founded, Prison Fellowship, is the
largest compassionate outreach to prisoners
and their families in the world, with activi-
ties in more than 100 countries. It also plays
a morally clarifying role. It is easier to serve
the sympathetic. Prisoners call the bluff of
our belief in human dignity. If everyone mat-
ters and counts, then criminals do as well.
Chuck led a movement of volunteers at-
tempting to love some of their least lovable
neighbors. This inversion of social prior-
ities—putting the last first—is the best evi-
dence of a faith that is more than crutch,
opiate or self-help program. It is the hall-
mark of authentic religion—and it is the
vast, humane contribution of Chuck Colson.

It is a strange feeling to lose a mentor—a
sensation of being old and small and exposed
outside his shade. Chuck’s irrational con-
fidence in my 2l-year-old self felt a little
like grace itself. The scale of his life—a
broad arc from politics to prison to humani-
tarian achievement—is also the scale of his
absence. But no one was better prepared for
death. No one more confident in the res-
urrection—having experienced it once al-
ready. So my grief at Chuck’s passing comes
tempered—because he was Lazarus, and he
lives.

Mr. COATS. | yield the floor and sug-
gest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER
CASEY.) The clerk will call the roll.

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll.

Mrs. MURRAY. Mr. President, | ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

(Mr.
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The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mrs. MURRAY. Mr. President, | ask
unanimous consent to speak as in
morning business.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN ACT

Mrs. MURRAY. Mr. President, it is
very hard to believe that today marks
exactly 2 months since | first came to
the floor to advocate passage of the
Senate’s version of the Violence
Against Women Act. | was very encour-
aged to see our body finally come to-
gether and eventually support this im-
portant legislation. The Violence
Against Women Act has helped provide
lifesaving assistance to hundreds of
thousands of women and their families,
and it certainly was a no-brainer to
make sure all women had access to
that assistance.

However, | was very disappointed to
learn that, a day after we passed it,
House Republicans pulled an imme-
diate U-turn and introduced their
version of the bill that would undo the
commonsense progress we made. The
House Republican version of VAWA is a
giant step backward for victims of do-
mestic violence. It is dangerous and ir-
responsible and leaves women across
the country more vulnerable to domes-
tic abuse. Not only do they remove im-
portant protections that would be cre-
ated by the Senate version of the bill,
they actually strip existing protections
already provided by this important
law. In fact, it removes critical protec-
tions for LGBT victims, does little to
address the epidemic of domestic and
sexual violence in tribal communities,
removes critical protections already in
place for students on college campuses,
and it rolls back protections for immi-
grant victims.

We have made a lot of progress since
VAWA was first passed back in 1994. |
hope no one will insist on putting par-
tisan politics ahead of protecting vic-
tims of domestic violence. Where a per-
son lives, whom they love or what their
citizenship status may be should not
determine whether their perpetrators
are brought to justice.

The Senate bill that we passed last
month builds on what works in the cur-
rent law, it improves what doesn’t, and
it continues on the path of reducing vi-
olence toward women. It certainly
should not be controversial.

Mr. President, it is time for the
House Republicans to come to their
senses and support our bipartisan bill
so that women and families in this
country can get the resources and sup-
port they need.

I yield the floor and suggest the ab-
sence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER.
clerk will call the roll.

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, | ask unan-
imous consent that the order for the
quorum call be rescinded.

The

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. REID. Mr. President, | ask unan-
imous consent that the Senate proceed
to a period of morning business, with
Senators permitted to speak for up to
10 minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

————
150TH ANNIVERSARY OF USDA

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, today, I
would like to recognize what Abraham
Lincoln referred to as ‘“the people’s de-
partment’’—the U.S. Department of
Agriculture.

On this day 150 years ago, President
Lincoln signed legislation to create the
U.S. Department of Agriculture. At the
beginning, USDA'’s focus was on agri-
culture research, farming techniques,
and keeping statistics. Today, more
than ever, the USDA is ‘‘the people’s
department.” The USDA covers a broad
range of issues that touch people’s
lives, from soil and water conservation
to the school lunch program and from
agriculture trade to expanding rural
broadband services.

Through the efforts of USDA over the
past 150 years, agriculture has become
one of the most successful sectors in
the U.S. economy. Agriculture ac-
counts for 1 in 12 American jobs and
provides our country with 86 percent of
the food we consume. In 2011, agri-
culture trade set records by exporting
nearly $140 billion in U.S. farm exports.

The USDA has worked to develop
rural communities, conserve the envi-
ronment, and ensure that people across
the country have access to safe and
healthy food choices. In rural commu-
nities, USDA has given money to im-
prove health care facilities, grants to
assist families purchase or refinance
homes, and investments to secure
broadband services. USDA has worked
to protect critical wetlands habitats,
National Forests, and water and soil.
And USDA ensures the health and safe-
ty of Americans by providing nutrition
assistance through SNAP payments,
reforming the school lunch program,
and adopting tougher standards for E.
coli and Salmonella in animal produc-
tion.

Ilinois has played a large part in the
evolution of agriculture policy. Presi-
dent Lincoln gained his respect for ag-
riculture from his time spent on farms
and in rural communities around the
state of Illinois as well as in Kentucky
and Indiana. The same year President
Lincoln began USDA, he also signed
into law the Homestead Act and the
Morrill Land Grant College Act. Illi-
nois has also had two Secretaries of
USDA—John Block, who served from
1981 until 1986, and Edward Madigan,
who served from 1991 through 1993.

Over the past 150 years, the U.S. De-
partment of Agriculture has lived up to
Lincoln’s vision as a department for
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the people. | hope USDA continues its
commitment to improve agriculture,
nutrition, and rural communities
around the country and across the

globe in the Department’s next 150
years.
Ms. STABENOW. Mr. President,

today | wish to congratulate the U.S.
Department of Agriculture on 150 years
of service to the people of America.

On this day in 1862, President Abra-
ham Lincoln created the Bureau of Ag-
riculture and with it, America’s com-
mitment to an abundant supply of food
and fiber. Lincoln grew up on a farm,
and he understood the long hours of
hard work that men and women like
his parents spent working the land.
Farming in those days was a very dif-
ferent proposition—much of the work
was done by hand or animal labor. He
rightly called it the People’s Depart-
ment because 90 percent of Americans
at the time worked, like his folks, on
farms.

Lincoln created the USDA at a time
of great change in agriculture. Machin-
ery was being introduced that lessened
the workload and made farming more
efficient. Families were heading west-
ward and expanding the frontier. It was
only 5 days later that Lincoln signed
another important law that would have
a dramatic effect on the future of agri-
culture in this country: the Homestead
Act. That same year, Lincoln would
also sign the law creating the Trans-
continental Railroad, as well as the
Land Grant Colleges Act, which has
special meaning for me as a Michigan
State University graduate.

But here is the most amazing thing:
he did all of this during some of the
worst fighting of the Civil War.

When he put pen to paper to create
the Bureau of Agriculture, there had
already been more than 100,000 casual-
ties in the Civil War. He created all of
these institutions that would have a
lasting impact on this great Nation at
a time when many people wondered
how long this Nation could survive.

Mr. President, 150 years ago, in his
address to Congress, Lincoln said,
“Fellow citizens, we cannot escape his-
tory. The fiery trial through which we
pass will light us in honor or dishonor
to the last generation.”

President Lincoln rose to the chal-
lenge. He saved the Union, and he cre-
ated lasting institutions that are still
with us and making a difference today.

If he could do all that in the middle
of the Civil War, with enemy troops
camped just across the river, what
challenge can’t we face today?

In the Agriculture Committee, we
came together last month to pass, with
an overwhelming bipartisan vote, the
Agriculture Reform, Food and Jobs
Act, or the farm bill. This is a bill we
pass every 5 years to renew America’s
agriculture policy and to continue the
important work of the Department of
Agriculture.

It is critical that we pass the farm
bill before the current bill expires in
September. We passed a very strong
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