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(2) TAX RATE.—Section 5701 of the Internal 

Revenue Code of 1986 is amended by adding 
at the end the following new subsection: 

‘‘(i) OTHER TOBACCO PRODUCTS.—Any prod-
uct described in section 5702(c)(2) or not oth-
erwise described under this section, includ-
ing any product that has been determined to 
be a tobacco product by the Food and Drug 
Administration through its authorities 
under the Family Smoking Prevention and 
Tobacco Control Act, shall be taxed at a 
level of tax equivalent to the tax rate for 
cigarettes on an estimated per use basis as 
determined by the Secretary.’’. 

(f) EFFECTIVE DATES.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in 

paragraph (2), the amendments made by this 
section shall apply to articles removed (as 
defined in section 5702(j) of the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986) after the last day of the 
month which includes the date of the enact-
ment of this Act. 

(2) DISCRETE SINGLE-USE UNITS AND PROC-
ESSED TOBACCO.—The amendments made by 
subsections (b)(1)(C), (b)(2), and (d) shall 
apply to articles removed (as defined in sec-
tion 5702(j) of the Internal Revenue Code of 
1986) after the date that is 6 months after the 
date of the enactment of this Act. 
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SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS 

SENATE RESOLUTION 453—EX-
PRESSING THE SENSE OF THE 
SENATE THAT SUPPORTING SEN-
IORS AND INDIVIDUALS WITH 
DISABILITIES IS AN IMPORTANT 
RESPONSIBILITY OF THE UNITED 
STATES, AND THAT A COM-
PREHENSIVE APPROACH TO EX-
PANDING AND SUPPORTING A 
STRONG HOME CARE WORK-
FORCE AND MAKING LONG-TERM 
SERVICES AND SUPPORTS AF-
FORDABLE AND ACCESSIBLE IN 
COMMUNITIES IS NECESSARY TO 
UPHOLD THE RIGHT OF SENIORS 
AND INDIVIDUALS WITH DIS-
ABILITIES IN THE UNITED 
STATES TO A DIGNIFIED QUAL-
ITY OF LIFE 
Mr. HARKIN submitted the following 

resolution; which was referred to the 
Committee on Health, Education, 
Labor, and Pensions: 

S. RES. 453 
Whereas the aging of the baby boom gen-

eration will cause the number of individuals 
in the United States who are 65 years of age 
or older to increase from 40,000,000 to 
70,000,000 during the next 2 decades; 

Whereas 12,000,000 adults, nearly half of 
whom are under 65 years of age, need long- 
term services and supports due to functional 
limitations; 

Whereas the decision of the Supreme Court 
in Olmstead v. L.C., 527 U.S. 581 (1999), man-
dates the end of unnecessary segregation of 
individuals with disabilities in institutions, 
and requires that individuals with disabil-
ities receive services in the most integrated 
setting appropriate to their needs; 

Whereas the vast majority of individuals in 
the United States prefer to receive long-term 
services and supports in their homes so that 
they may continue to live independently and 
with dignity; 

Whereas the costs of long-term services 
and supports for seniors and individuals with 
disabilities are high; 

Whereas the great expense of long-term 
services and supports can affect all individ-
uals, regardless of income; 

Whereas 70 percent of individuals who are 
65 years of age or older will need some form 
of long-term services and supports; 

Whereas the number of individuals who 
need long-term services and supports is pro-
jected to grow from 12,000,000 to 27,000,000 by 
2050; 

Whereas there are approximately 3,000,000 
workers in the direct care workforce, leaving 
a huge gap between the services needed and 
the size of the current workforce; 

Whereas the United States is experiencing 
a jobs crisis, as 25,000,000 individuals are un-
employed or underemployed; 

Whereas home care is one of the fastest 
growing industries in the United States 
economy, providing critical daily care, serv-
ices, and supports to millions of individuals 
and families across the country; 

Whereas an estimated 1,800,000 additional 
home care workers will be needed during the 
next decade to serve the growing population 
of seniors and individuals with disabilities; 

Whereas the quality of home care jobs is 
poor, with low wages, few benefits, high 
turnover, and a high level of job stress and 
hazards; 

Whereas home care and personal assistance 
workers earn a median hourly wage of $9.40, 
and nearly half of such workers live in 
households that also rely on public assist-
ance; 

Whereas approximately 58 percent of home 
care workers work part-time, and approxi-
mately 40 percent of those part-time workers 
would prefer to work more hours; 

Whereas nearly 23 percent of the individ-
uals who provide home care services were 
born outside the United States; 

Whereas a stabilized home care workforce 
would lead to improved continuity and qual-
ity of long-term services and supports; 

Whereas the issue of long-term services 
and supports is a critical issue for women, as 
70 percent of individuals who need such care 
are women 65 years of age or older, 90 per-
cent of paid caregivers are women, and 85 
percent of family members and friends who 
informally provide care are women who 
often have to leave the paid workforce to 
provide such care, and thus are at a financial 
disadvantage during their working years and 
face a reduction in Social Security benefits 
when they retire; and 

Whereas a comprehensive approach that fo-
cuses on job creation and job quality, work-
force training, pathways to citizenship and 
career advancement, and support for individ-
uals and families is necessary to build a 
strong home care workforce and make qual-
ity long-term services and supports afford-
able and accessible for all individuals in the 
United States: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That it is the sense of the Senate 
that a comprehensive approach to expanding 
and supporting a strong home care workforce 
and making long-term services and supports 
affordable and accessible in communities is 
necessary to uphold the right of seniors and 
individuals with disabilities in the United 
States to a dignified quality of life. 
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SENATE RESOLUTION 454—COM-
MENDING THE NUCLEAR REGU-
LATORY COMMISSION AND THE 
DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY 
HOSTING THE THIRD INTER-
NATIONAL CONFERENCE ON NU-
CLEAR POWER PLANT LIFE MAN-
AGEMENT 
Mr. CRAPO (for himself, Mr. CARPER, 

Ms. LANDRIEU, and Mr. RISCH) sub-
mitted the following resolution; which 
was referred to the Committee on For-
eign Relations: 

S. RES. 454 

Whereas the Third International Con-
ference on Nuclear Power Plant Life Man-
agement has been organized by the Inter-
national Atomic Energy Agency and will be 
hosted in the United States for the first time 
from May 13–17, 2012, in Salt Lake City, 
Utah; 

Whereas the Senate recognizes the impor-
tant contribution of the United States, 
through the Nuclear Regulatory Commis-
sion, Department of Energy, and National 
Laboratories, to nuclear power plant life 
management; 

Whereas conference attendees will discuss 
ways to safely and cost-effectively renew the 
operating lifetimes of many of the nuclear 
power plants in the world, especially the 104 
operating commercial nuclear power reac-
tors in the United States; and 

Whereas the Senate recognizes the con-
tinuing importance of the 436 commercial 
nuclear power reactors that operate in 31 
countries and currently provide 14 percent of 
the electricity in the world: Now, therefore, 
be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) commends the Nuclear Regulatory 

Commission and the Department of Energy 
for hosting the Third International Con-
ference on Nuclear Power Plant Life Man-
agement in the United States; 

(2) applauds the efforts of conference 
attendees to discuss and explore the in-
creased role of nuclear power plant life man-
agement in support of license renewal and 
the safe, long-term operation of commercial 
nuclear reactors throughout the world; 

(3) thanks the International Atomic En-
ergy Agency for organizing the Third Inter-
national Conference on Nuclear Power Plant 
Life Management in the United States for 
the first time; and 

(4) encourages Member States of the Inter-
national Atomic Energy Agency to take ad-
vantage of the latest available technology to 
further develop licensing programs, promote 
safety, and secure the long-term success of 
commercial nuclear power generation. 
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SENATE RESOLUTION 455—DESIG-
NATING JUNE 27, 2012, AS ‘‘NA-
TIONAL POST-TRAUMATIC 
STRESS DISORDER AWARENESS 
DAY’’ 
Mr. CONRAD (for himself, Mr. 

BLUMENTHAL, Mr. CASEY, Mr. COONS, 
Mr. HOEVEN, Mr. LEAHY, Mr. ROCKE-
FELLER, Mr. SANDERS, Ms. SNOWE, Ms. 
STABENOW, Ms. MIKULSKI, Mr. TESTER, 
Mr. KERRY, and Mr. JOHNSON of South 
Dakota) submitted the following reso-
lution; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary: 

S. RES. 455 

Whereas the brave men and women of the 
United States Armed Forces, who proudly 
serve the United States, risk their lives to 
protect the freedom of the United States and 
deserve the investment of every possible re-
source to ensure their lasting physical, men-
tal, and emotional well-being; 

Whereas more than 2,000,000 service mem-
bers have deployed overseas as part of over-
seas contingency operations since the events 
of September 11, 2001; 

Whereas the military has sustained an 
operational tempo for a period of time un-
precedented in the history of the United 
States, with many service members deploy-
ing multiple times, placing them at high 
risk of PTSD; 

Whereas according to the Armed Forces 
Health Surveillance Center, approximately 

VerDate Mar 15 2010 03:18 May 11, 2012 Jkt 019060 PO 00000 Frm 00039 Fmt 4624 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\A10MY6.044 S10MYPT1sm
ar

tin
ez

 o
n 

D
S

K
6T

P
T

V
N

1P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 S
E

N
A

T
E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATES3090 May 10, 2012 
90,000 service members who have returned 
from overseas contingency operations have 
been clinically diagnosed with PTSD; 

Whereas the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs reports that— 

(1) since 2002, more than 217,000 of the more 
than 750,000 veterans of overseas contingency 
operations who have sought care at a De-
partment of Veterans Affairs medical center 
have been diagnosed with PTSD; and 

(2) in fiscal year 2011, more than 475,000 of 
the nearly 6,000,000 veterans from all wars 
who sought care at a Department of Vet-
erans Affairs medical center received treat-
ment for PTSD; 

Whereas many cases of PTSD remain unre-
ported, undiagnosed, and untreated due to a 
lack of awareness about PTSD and the per-
sistent stigma associated with mental health 
issues; 

Whereas PTSD significantly increases the 
risk of depression, suicide, and drug- and al-
cohol-related disorders and deaths, espe-
cially if left untreated; 

Whereas perceived or actual symptoms of 
PTSD or other mental health issues create 
unique challenges for veterans seeking em-
ployment; 

Whereas the Departments of Defense and 
Veterans Affairs have made significant ad-
vances in the prevention, diagnosis, and 
treatment of PTSD and the symptoms of 
PTSD, but many challenges remain; and 

Whereas the establishment of a National 
Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder Awareness 
Day will raise public awareness about issues 
related to PTSD, reduce the stigma associ-
ated with PTSD, and help ensure that those 
suffering from the invisible wounds of war 
receive proper treatment: Now, therefore, be 
it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) designates June 27, 2012, as ‘‘National 

Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder Awareness 
Day’’; 

(2) supports the efforts of the Secretary of 
Veterans Affairs and the Secretary of De-
fense to educate service members, veterans, 
the families of service members and vet-
erans, and the public about the causes, 
symptoms, and treatment of post-traumatic 
stress disorder (referred to in this resolution 
as ‘‘PTSD’’); and 

(3) respectfully requests that the Secretary 
of the Senate transmit a copy of this resolu-
tion to the Secretary of Veterans Affairs and 
the Secretary of Defense. 

Mr. CONRAD. Mr. President, today I 
am submitting—for the third year in a 
row—resolution to designate June 27 as 
National Post-Traumatic Stress Dis-
order Awareness Day. That date was 
inspired by the birthday of North Da-
kota National Guard Staff Sergeant 
Joe Biel. Staff Sergeant Biel served 
two tours of duty in Iraq as a Trail-
blazer, part of a unit responsible for 
route clearance operations. Each day, 
Joe’s mission was to go out with his 
unit to find and remove Improvised Ex-
plosive Devices and other dangers from 
heavily traveled roads to make it safe 
for coalition forces and Iraqi civilians 
to travel. Joe lost his post-deployment 
struggle and, suffering from PTSD, 
tragically took his own life 6 months 
after returning home. There is no 
doubt that Joe Biel is a hero who gave 
his life for our country. 

I learned of Joe’s story because 
friends from his platoon, the 4th Pla-
toon, A Company, of the North Dakota 
National Guard’s 164th Combat Engi-

neer Battalion, have organized an an-
nual motorcycle ride across the State 
of North Dakota in his memory. The 
Joe Biel Memorial Ride serves as a re-
union for the 164th, a memorial for a 
lost friend, and a beacon to those suf-
fering from PTSD and other mental 
health issues across the region. The 
key point made to me by the event’s 
organizer, Staff Sergeant Matt Leaf, is 
that we have to raise awareness of this 
issue so that the lives of service mem-
bers, veterans, and other PTSD suf-
ferers and their families can be saved. 

For many, the war does not end when 
the warrior comes home. All too many 
service members and veterans face 
PTSD symptoms like anxiety, anger, 
and depression as they try to adjust to 
life after war. We cannot sweep these 
problems under the rug. PTSD is real. 
We know PTSD is caused by a trau-
matic event. We also know that we are 
sending our troops into combat situa-
tions where they are going to experi-
ence traumatic events. We know that 
the percentage of PTSD diagnoses in-
creases with each deployment into 
combat. We know, as a nation, that we 
must take responsibility to help our 
sons and daughters cope with what 
they have experienced. We owe them 
that much. 

When our troops came home from 
Vietnam, we ignored their health con-
cerns for far too long. When our troops 
came home from the first Gulf War we 
tried to make sure the government was 
doing all it could to resolve their 
health concerns. PTSD is this con-
flict’s Gulf War Illness. The Depart-
ment of Defense has created a Defense 
Center of Excellence for Psychological 
Health and Traumatic Brain Injury and 
teams with the National Institute for 
Mental Health and universities to ad-
dress PTSD. The Department of Vet-
erans Affairs has likewise established 
the National Center for the study of 
PTSD. These departments have made 
significant advances in the prevention, 
diagnosis, and treatment of PTSD and 
its symptoms to help us live up to our 
responsibility. 

But more can and must be done. We 
need to ensure that these efforts are 
coordinated. In 1995, a President’s Ad-
visory Commission was created to con-
duct an independent, open, and com-
prehensive review of government ac-
tivities relating to Gulf War illness. 
Today, I am calling on President 
Obama to establish a new Presidential 
Advisory Commission to conduct a 
similar review of the Government’s ef-
forts to address PTSD in order to maxi-
mize the time and treasure we are 
spending on solving this problem. We 
owe it to those who have served. 

I am proud that Staff Sergeant Leaf 
and his fellow Trailblazers continue 
the annual Joe Biel Memorial Bike 
Ride, to be held on Memorial Day this 
year. am proud that I was able to help 
boost their efforts to bring attention to 
this issue by creating a National PTSD 

Awareness Day. I am proud to intro-
duce this Resolution once again. Ac-
tions like these garner attention and 
help to eliminate the stigma sur-
rounding mental health issues. They 
are about letting our troops and vet-
erans know it is okay to come forward 
and say they need help—that it is a 
sign of strength, not weakness, to seek 
assistance. And they help show that we 
can, and we must, do more. 
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SENATE RESOLUTION 456—COM-
MEMORATING AND ACKNOWL-
EDGING THE DEDICATION AND 
SACRIFICE MADE BY THE FED-
ERAL, STATE, AND LOCAL LAW 
ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS WHO 
HAVE BEEN KILLED OR INJURED 
IN THE LINE OF DUTY 

Mr. LEAHY (for himself, Mr. GRASS-
LEY, Ms. LANDRIEU, Mr. HATCH, Mr. 
COONS, Mr. WHITEHOUSE, Mr. DURBIN, 
Mrs. BOXER, Mr. LEVIN, Mr. KOHL, Mr. 
TESTER, Mr. KERRY, Mr. SCHUMER, Ms. 
MIKULSKI, Mrs. MURRAY, Mr. BAUCUS, 
Mrs. FEINSTEIN, Ms. KLOBUCHAR, and 
Mr. SESSIONS) submitted the following 
resolution; which was considered and 
agreed to: 

S. RES. 456 

Whereas the well-being of all citizens of 
the United States is preserved and enhanced 
as a direct result of the vigilance and dedica-
tion of law enforcement personnel; 

Whereas more than 900,000 men and 
women, at great risk to their personal safe-
ty, presently serve their fellow citizens as 
guardians of the peace; 

Whereas peace officers are on the front 
lines in protecting the schools and school-
children of the United States; 

Whereas in 2011, 163 peace officers across 
the United States were killed in the line of 
duty; 

Whereas Congress should strongly support 
initiatives to reduce violent crime and to in-
crease the factors that contribute to the 
safety of law enforcement officers; 

Whereas there are more than 19,000 Fed-
eral, State, and local law enforcement offi-
cers who lost their lives in the line of duty 
while protecting their fellow citizens, and 
whose names are engraved upon the National 
Law Enforcement Officers Memorial in 
Washington, District of Columbia; 

Whereas in 1962, President John F. Ken-
nedy designated May 15 as National Peace 
Officers Memorial Day; and 

Whereas on May 15, 2012, more than 20,000 
peace officers are expected to gather in 
Washington, District of Columbia, to join 
with the families of their recently fallen 
comrades to honor those comrades and all 
others who went before them: Now, there-
fore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) commemorates and acknowledges the 

dedication and sacrifices made by the Fed-
eral, State, and local law enforcement offi-
cers who have been killed or injured in the 
line of duty; 

(2) recognizes May 15, 2012, as ‘‘National 
Peace Officers Memorial Day’’; and 

(3) calls on the people of the United States 
to observe that day with appropriate cere-
mony, solemnity, appreciation, and respect. 
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