7

May 10, 2012

telling us the truth. They are not tell-
ing us the truth. The truth is becoming
increasingly apparent, and the problem
is that as time goes by you can reach
tipping points that are irrecoverable. It
would be really tragic for us to look
back and think, if we had been able to
act on time, if we had listened on time
to the signals of our Earth, our planet,
the signals that are plainly in our face,
we could have made a world that was
better and safer for our children. But,
instead, in our folly, in our greed, in
our willingness to listen to the false-
hoods of these polluters, we shot past
that point, and there is no way to re-
cover it now.

———
MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. WHITEHOUSE. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that we pro-
ceed to a period of morning business,

with Senators permitted to speak
therein for up to 10 minutes each.
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.

BLUMENTHAL). Without objection, it is
so ordered.

————
TRIBUTE TO MARY LEAHY

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, I rise on
the Senate floor today to pay tribute
to Mary Leahy, director at the Central
Vermont Adult Basic Education—sis-
ter, friend, and lifetime educator—who
is retiring this month.

For 40 years, Central Vermont Adult
Basic Education has provided free lit-
eracy services for adults and out-of-
school youth. Thirty-seven of those
years, Mary Leahy has been at the
helm. In her role as codirector at Cen-
tral Vermont Adult Basic Education,
Mary dedicated herself to preparing
lower skilled workers to meet the de-
mands of the shifting economy.

Whether it was attending townhalls,
community centers and libraries, or
knocking on doors directly, Mary has
spread the word. She has recruited
members for this program all over the
State.

I have seen the joy in the face of a
grandfather able to read a children’s
story to a grandchild—something the
grandfather was not able to do for that
child’s parent because he could not
read when they were a child.

In a recent article honoring Mary in
the Times Argus, Vermont Poet Lau-
reate Sydney Lea said these kind words
about Mary:

This has been way beyond a job for Mary;
it’s really a vision of humanity that she’s
been dedicated to. I have an admiration for
her that is pretty close to boundless.

I agree with my friend Sydney.
Mary’s lifelong passion for learning has
enabled countless Vermonters to gain
the critical skills needed to participate
in today’s workforce. In our country
today, 88 million adults face at least
one educational barrier, such as no
high school diploma or no college, and
only 3 to 4 percent of the workers with
the most limited literacy proficiencies
receive the basic skills training from
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their employers. Under Mary’s guiding
hand, Central Vermont Adult Basic
Education has allowed Vermonters,
young and old, to reach their full po-
tential and to be successful both in the
classroom and in the workforce—I
might add parenthetically, also just in
their everyday lives.

As her older brother, I have known
Mary all her life. She is a loving, intel-
ligent, and hard-working person. She
has the soul and talent of an artist and
the generosity of a saint in sharing her
talent and commitment.

I am so proud of Mary, and I ask
unanimous consent that the Times
Argus article ‘‘Closing a Chapter” be
printed in the RECORD.

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

[From The Times Argus, April 30, 2012]
CLOSING A CHAPTER: MARY LEAHY ENDS
CAREER AT ADULT BASIC EDUCATION
(By David Delcour)

Pages turn, chapters end, books close, and
Mary Leahy—a woman who has dedicated
her life to literacy in central Vermont—
knows that better than most.

On Tuesday, Leahy plans to put the prover-
bial ‘“‘period’’ at the end of her 37-year career
with Central Vermont Adult Basic Edu-
cation. The Marshfield woman’s name has
become synonymous with the organization
where she’s worked for nearly four decades.

And Leahy will tell you she’s treasured
every minute of it.

“I’m surprised I'm leaving,” Leahy said
during a Friday afternoon interview at
CVABE’s office on Washington Street in
Barre. “This is what I am because the work
is every bit at the center of my heart.”

For those unfamiliar with CVABE, ‘the
work” involves providing ‘‘free, individual-
ized and confidential academic services’ to
folks who range in age from 16 to 90-some-
thing.

Many are high school dropouts, some are
immigrants struggling to learn English, and
still others are challenged by a growing ‘‘dig-
ital divide” that didn’t exist back in 1975
when a much younger Leahy ditched her job
as a high school art teacher to try something
completely different.

Seated in an armchair located in the shad-
ow of a paper mache version of Barre’s
‘“Stonecutter’” memorial—this one holding a
book in an outstretched hand, instead of a
hammer at his side—Leahy said she has
never regretted enlisting as a foot soldier in
one of the earliest fronts in the “War on
Poverty.”

‘“When this job opened up, I went for it and
it’s grabbed every single bit of imagination
that I have,” she said. ‘It has been endlessly
interesting and incredibly rewarding.”

It was also real work, according to Leahy.

‘“Back then all of us were working out of
our cars and going here and there and every-
where,”’ she recalled. “I've tutored in barns,
I've tutored in churches, I've tutored in res-
taurants wherever people were and
(wherever they) felt comfortable.”

Leahy’s initial assignment was to expand
the then-loose-knit, Barre-based program
into five communities in Washington, Or-
ange and Lamoille counties.

“That meant literally going through the
hills and knocking on doors and saying: This
is a program, it’s free, and do you know any-
body . . . who would find it helpful?”’ she re-
called.

Those trips, Leahy said, were as much a
search for ‘‘students’ as they were an at-
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tempt to recruit volunteers, whom, she is
quick to note, have long been the backbone
of CVABE.

That outreach paid off, according to Carol
Shults-Perkins, who joined CVABE two
years before Leahy and is the other half of
the organization’s long-standing ‘‘executive
team.”

“We’ve been delivering, and committed to
delivering community-based services here in
central Vermont for more than 40 years now,
but it really was Mary (Leahy) who began—
community by community, town hall by
town hall, library by library engaging indi-
vidual community members . . . and ensur-
ing that community partnership and commu-
nity participation has been part and parcel
of the community-based services we pro-
vide.”

According to Shults-Perkins, who will soon
assume the role as CVABE'’s first executive
director, the thought of running the organi-
zation without Leahy sharing the helm is
going to take some getting used to.

“We have worked as a team for 35 years,”
she said. ‘“You can’t replace Mary (Leahy).”

Shults-Perkins won’t get any argument
from Newberry resident and Vermont Poet
Laureate Sydney Lea. Lea, an 18-year mem-
ber of CVABE’s board of directors and its
current president, thinks highly of the
woman who recruited him during a chance
encounter in a hospital parking lot.

““This has been way beyond a job for Mary
(Leahy); it’s really a vision of humanity that
she’s been dedicated to,” Lea said.

“I have an admiration for her that is pret-
ty close to boundless,”” he added, noting
when he had to pick someone to install him
as poet laureate last year, he turned to
Leahy.

‘““She (Leahy) was the first person who
came to mind,” he said. ‘“No fellow poets, no
academics, just Mary.”

A soft-spoken, silver-haired woman, with
kind eyes and a tendency to deftly shift the
focus of a conversation away from herself,
Leahy speaks passionately about the impor-
tance of adult education, the courage of
those who avail themselves to the services
CVABE provides, and the commitment of an
ever-changing cadre of volunteers who ‘‘find
the time in their busy schedules to make a
difference.”

It’s a recipe that works, according to
Leahy, who spent one of her last days on the
job pitching the merits of a program that
has been her life’s work.

“We’re really the earliest of early
ed(ucation) programs,” Leahy said. “If par-
ents are really important to their children’s
academic success, then for the parents who
missed out on their own education, it stands
to reason their child is not going to be on an
equal playing field with other Kkids
That’s where we come in.

“If we can place ourselves in the public
imagination as part of the warp and weave of
the entire fabric of education, then we’re
there for people whose time is right,” she
said. ‘“When they’re ready to learn (and)
they want to learn, we’re here to help.”

Leahy said she is in the process of sifting
through an office filled with notes, letters,
and student work that underscore the life-
changing nature of a basic education.

“It’s like a memory tunnel,” she said. “I’'m
unearthing all these wonderful things.”

One was a note from a then-newly com-
puter literate woman who thanked her
CVABE teacher for helping her master mod-
ern technology.

““‘She was 90, Leahy said of the woman.

Although Leahy believes it is time for her
to retire from CVABE, she said she won’t be
going far and will likely add her name to the
organization’s roster of volunteers.

“I’1l be around,” she said.
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Leahy will also be missed, according to
Lea, who penned a poem—‘‘Her Eyes’—that
he read at her recent retirement party.

Here is what Lea wrote:

HER EYES

—for Mary Leahy, on her retirement

I asked your friends about your eyes—what
color

They were, in a few short words. The answers
ranged

From what I'd expect, like sparkling, pene-
trating,

To ones that were anything but: the earliest
green

Of spring,
green.

And yet the words they used around the col-
ors

They’d chosen made a chorus: compassion,
kindness,

Acceptance, faithfulness, honor. What can I
add?

Only that in my knowing and loving you

These years, I've beheld within those eyes a
shine

That none of us will ever quite describe:

A certain mystery flicker born of watching

Pain for years yourself, and from its kin-
dling

In them what we, in our own crude ways,
name hope.

————
ROCK ISLAND ARSENAL

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I rise
today to talk about a bill I introduced
yesterday, the Army Arsenal Strategic
Workload Enhancement Act of 2012.

I am grateful to be working with
seven of my colleagues on this issue:
Senator KIRK, Senator GRASSLEY, Sen-
ator HARKIN, Senator PRYOR, Senator
BO0OZMAN, Senator SCHUMER and Sen-
ator GILLIBRAND. Each of us under-
stands the strategic contributions that
arsenals make to our national defense.
I am pleased that we have a bipartisan
bill to put those capabilities on a firm
footing for the future.

I know that the men and women at
Rock Island Arsenal in my home State
of Illinois deserve that firm footing. I
was there just last month, seeing again
for myself their good work to equip our
troops.

The Joint Manufacturing and Tech-
nology Center, JMTC, employs some
1,700 highly skilled workers, at least
half of whom are veterans. The JMTC
is the heart of Rock Island’s 8,600-per-
son workforce, every one of them dedi-
cated to providing our troops with
what they need.

For more than 10 years now, they
have made critical weapons, parts and
materiel for our men and women on the
front lines of Iraq and Afghanistan.
Very often, they have produced items
in a crisis, when no one else including
the private sector could do it. And they
have made it by the deadline and kept
it affordable.

The arsenal has made things like up-
armored HMMWYV Kkits to protect
against improvised explosive devices,
IEDs, at a time in the war when, frank-
ly, we were caught flat-footed by the
threat. They have produced portable
tool sheds so that vehicle maintenance
can take place in theater instead of
having to pull those vehicles off the

said one, another brook trout
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front lines. When the Army depleted its
stock of a small but critical component
for artillery repair, Rock Island
stepped up to provide it on short no-
tice.

These are the little-known, lifesaving
contributions made by this arsenal.

So my colleagues and I have come to-
gether on a bipartisan basis to make
sure this strategic asset has a strong
future. Our bill would require the
Army to create a strategic plan to en-
sure each arsenal receives the work-
load it needs to keep its workers’ skills
sharp. The Army does this type of sys-
tematic planning for some of its sub-
divisions, but not for arsenals. This bill
addresses that.

Our bill also would ensure that these
arsenals can compete for any military
contract, defense-wide. Too often, arse-
nals are passed over in the contract
process. But this bill will ensure these
connections happen.

Rock Island’s highly skilled work-
force has a proven track record. It is in
everyone’s interest to strengthen this
competition.

These two core provisions will help
to ensure the long-term health of Rock
Island Arsenal. They build upon a bi-
partisan effort last year by the Illinois
and Iowa delegations to expand the ar-
senal’s ability to enter into public-pri-
vate partnerships. We have seen how
these partnerships can drive innova-
tion in new areas like titanium and
metal alloys. And they cost the govern-
ment nothing, all the while assisting in
keeping the factory warm and these
critical skills available when our coun-
try needs them when our troops need
them.

I appreciated Senator LEVIN and Sen-
ator McCAIN working with us through
the National Defense Authorization
Act last year to ensure these provi-
sions were included. I look forward to
working with them this year as well.

Rock Island Arsenal is a little-known
gem in our military with great impor-
tance for our country. I hope we may
continue to support their critical role
by advancing the ideas I have discussed
today.

———

RECOGNIZING THE BUSH
VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
rise today to pay tribute to the dedica-
tion and devotion shown by a group of
men and women to their local commu-
nity. The longstanding services of the
Bush Volunteer Fire Department in
Laurel County, KY, has been on the
cutting edge of rural and volunteer fire
departments in the State of Kentucky
since the department’s beginnings in
1975.

What is so inspiring about the indi-
viduals in the Bush VFD is that despite
the obstacles placed before them, they
have always persevered and prevailed.
While the men and women of the de-
partment have experienced many suc-
cesses and accomplishments, I think it
is safe to say that these individuals
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feel that their biggest achievement is
the opportunity to serve and protect
their fellow citizens in the face of dan-
ger.

The Bush Volunteer Fire Department
was conceived of by a group of 13 local
men who saw a flaw within their com-
munity. At the time, the Laurel Coun-
ty Fire Department presided over the
Bush community, but the LCFD was
over half-an-hour away. The 13 men in
Bush decided that the LCFD was just
too far away, and for the safety of their
citizens, it was time to assemble a fire-
fighting wunit closer to home. The
LCFD donated a 1947 K-model Inter-
national fire truck, and just like that,
the Bush Volunteer Fire Department
was born.

Since the beginning of the depart-
ment, the men and women at BVFD
have sought to become the best that
they could possibly be, by imple-
menting new and innovative practices
at each and every turn in the road. In
less than a year since their start in
1975, the department had secured funds
to develop a fire station to house its
truck and equipment. Bush VFD was
also the third rural volunteer depart-
ment in the Commonwealth of Ken-
tucky to receive a Class 7 rating from
ISO.

In 2011, the department began a jun-
ior firefighter program to enlist the
help of eager youth in the community
in a safe and beneficial way. In 2011,
BVFD also enlisted its first female
member, Whitney Minton, who joined
in alongside her father Rick. These
changes, and others, have assisted the
Bush Volunteer Fire Department in at-
taining much of the success it knows
today.

I am encouraged by the passion for
service of the men and women fire-
fighters and EMTs of the Bush Volun-
teer Fire Department. Former Bush
Chief Ernest Rudder has had the pleas-
ure of following in his father’s foot-
steps, Birchell L. Rudder, in working in
the fire house. Ernest’s son Marc joined
the ranks once he had reached the
proper age, and now his son Noah is
anxious to be the fourth generation of
Rudders to enter firefighting. The Bush
Fire Department is truly a family af-
fair for families like the Rudders.

I wonder if those 13 men who took it
upon themselves in 1975 to enact
change in their community ever
thought their dream of a volunteer fire
department would become such a huge
success. Although this story is com-
mon in our country, let us not go with-
out recognizing those who set them-
selves apart in pursuit of a better fu-
ture, like those in the Bush commu-
nity.

Mr. President, at this time I would
like to ask my colleagues in the United
States Senate to join me in paying
tribute to the outstanding service of
the many volunteers over the course of
the lifetime of the Bush Volunteer Fire
Department.
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