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and the Muslim Brotherhood, al Qaeda,
Hezbollah, Hamas, and any other groups that
have promoted an agenda that would nega-
tively impact United States national inter-
ests.

(G) An assessment of whether active sup-
port from the United States to opposition
forces would have a positive or negative im-
pact on the factors discussed in subpara-
graphs (A) through (F).

(b) REPORT ON WEAPONS STOCKPILES.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 30 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the President shall submit to Congress an as-
sessment of the size and security of conven-
tional and non-conventional weapons stock-
piles in Syria.

(2) CONTENT.—The report required under
paragraph (1) shall include the following ele-
ments:

(A) A description of who has or may have
access to the stockpiles.

(B) A description of the sources and types
of weapons flowing from outside Syria to
both government and opposition forces.

(C) A detailed plan to prevent the pro-
liferation of conventional, biological, chem-
ical, and other types of weapons in Syria.

(¢) REPORT ON CURRENT ACTIVITIES AND FU-
TURE PLANS TO PROVIDE ASSISTANCE TO
SYRIA’S POLITICAL OPPOSITION.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 30 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the President shall submit to Congress a re-
port on all the support provided to opposi-
tion political forces in Syria.

(2) CONTENT.—The report required under
paragraph (1) shall include the following ele-
ments:

(A) A full description of the current tech-
nical assistance democracy programs con-
ducted by the Department of State and
United States Agency for International De-
velopment to support the political opposi-
tion in Syria.

(B) A full summary of the communications
equipment that is currently being provided
to the political opposition in Syria, includ-
ing a description of the entities that have re-
ceived and that will continue to receive such
equipment.

(C) A description of any additional activi-
ties the United States plans to undertake in
support of the political opposition in Syria.

(D) A description of the funding levels cur-
rently dedicated to support the political op-
position in Syria.

(d) ForM.—The reports required by this
section may be submitted in a classified
form, but shall include an unclassified sum-
mary.

———

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO
MEET
COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE, SCIENCE, AND
TRANSPORTATION

Mr. BEGICH. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation be authorized to meet
during the session of the Senate on
May 9, 2012, at 2:30 p.m., in room 253 of
the Russell Senate Office Building.

The Committee will hold a hearing
entitled, ‘“The Need for Privacy Protec-
tions: Perspectives from the Adminis-
tration and the Federal Trade Commis-
sion.”

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON HOMELAND SECURITY AND
GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS

Mr. BEGICH. Mr. President, I ask

unanimous consent that the Com-
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mittee on Homeland Security and Gov-

ernmental Affairs be authorized to

meet during the session of the Senate

on May 9, 2012, at 10 a.m.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY

Mr. BEGICH. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary be authorized
to meet during the session of the Sen-
ate on May 9, 2012, at 10 a.m., in room

SD-226 of the Dirksen Senate Office

Building, to conduct a hearing entitled

“Oversight of the Office of the Intellec-

tual Property Enforcement Coordi-

nator.”

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY

Mr. BEGICH. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary be authorized
to meet during the session of the Sen-
ate on May 9, 2012, at 2:30 p.m., in room

SD-226 of the Dirksen Senate Office

Building, to conduct a hearing entitled,

“Nominations.”

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
SELECT COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE
Mr. BEGICH. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Select

Committee on Intelligence be author-

ized to meet during the session of the

Senate on May 9, 2012, at 2:30 p.m.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
SUBCOMMITTEE ON ECONOMIC POLICY
Mr. BEGICH. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Banking, Housing, and

Urban Affairs Subcommittee on KEco-

nomic Policy be authorized to meet

during the session of the Senate on

May 9, 2012, at 10 a.m. to conduct a

hearing entitled ‘“The National Flood

Insurance Program: The Need for Long-

Term Reauthorization and Reform.”
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without

objection, it is so ordered.

SUBCOMMITTEE ON FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS
AND CONSUMER PROTECTION
Mr. BEGICH. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Banking, Housing, and

Urban Affairs Subcommittee on Finan-

cial Institutions and Consumer Protec-

tion be authorized to meet during the
session of the Senate on May 9, 2012, at

2 p.m. to conduct a hearing entitled ‘‘Is

Simpler Better? Limiting Federal Sup-

port For Financial Institutions.”

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

SUBCOMMITTEE ON OVERSIGHT OF GOVERNMENT
MANAGEMENT, THE FEDERAL WORKFORCE,
AND THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
Mr. BEGICH. Mr. President, I ask

unanimous consent that the Com-

mittee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs’ Subcommittee on

Oversight of Government Management,

the Federal Workforce, and the Dis-

trict of Columbia be authorized to
meet during the session of the Senate
on May 9, 2012, at 2:30 p.m. to conduct
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a hearing entitled; ‘‘Building and Main-
taining an Effective Human Resource
Workforce in the Federal Govern-
ment.”

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

PRIVILEGES OF THE FLOOR

Mr. VITTER. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that Sidd Gejji, a
detailee from the Commerce Com-
mittee, be granted the privilege of the
floor during the remainder of the day.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, on be-
half of Senator CARDIN I ask unani-
mous consent the privilege of the floor
be granted to Caroline Goodbody and
Amanda Mendoze, two of Senator
CARDIN’s staff members, during today’s
session of the Senate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. MERKLEY. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that William Carol,
a detailee in the Senate HELP Com-
mittee Majority Education Office, be
granted the privilege of the floor for
the duration of debate on S. 2343, the
Stop the Student Loan Interest Rate
Hike of 2012.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. HARKIN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that Sarah Watt
and Erica Kaldenberg be granted floor
privileges for the duration of S. 2343,
the Stop Student Loan Interest Rate
Hike Act.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

————

PRESIDENTIAL REPORT TO
CONGRESS

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Senate move to
calendar No. 385.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The clerk will report the bill by title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A bill (S. 2224) to require the President to
report to Congress on issues relating to
Syria.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Corker-Webb
substitute amendment be agreed to,
that the bill, as amended, be read a
third time and passed, the motion to
reconsider be laid upon the table, and
that any statements relating to this
matter be placed in the RECORD at the
appropriate place as if read.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The amendment (No. 2098) was agreed
to, as follows:

AMENDMENT NO. 2098
(Purpose: In the nature of a substitute)

Strike all after the enacting clause and in-

sert the following:
SECTION 1. REPORTS TO CONGRESS.
(a) REPORT ON OPPOSITION GROUPS.—
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(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 15 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the President shall submit to Congress a re-
port describing in detail all the known oppo-
sition groups, both independent and state-
sponsored, inside and outside of Syria, oper-
ating directly or indirectly to oppose the
Government of Syria.

(2) CONTENT.—The report required under
paragraph (1) shall include the following ele-
ments:

(A) An assessment of the current military
capacity of opposition forces.

(B) An assessment of the ability of opposi-
tion forces inside and outside of Syria to es-
tablish military and political activities im-
pacting Syria, together with a practicable
timetable for accomplishing these objec-
tives.

(C) An assessment of the ability of any of
the opposition groups to establish effective
military and political control in Syria.

(D) A description of the composition and
political agenda of each of the known opposi-
tion groups inside and outside of Syria, and
an assessment of the degree to which such
groups represent the views of the people of
Syria as a whole.

(E) A description of the financial resources
currently available to opposition groups and
known potential sources of continued financ-
ing.

(F) An assessment of the relationship be-
tween each of the Syrian opposition groups
and the Muslim Brotherhood, al Qaeda,
Hezbollah, Hamas, and any other groups that
have promoted an agenda that would nega-
tively impact United States national inter-
ests.

(G) An assessment of whether active sup-
port from the United States to opposition
forces would have a positive or negative im-
pact on the factors discussed in subpara-
graphs (A) through (F).

(b) REPORT ON WEAPONS STOCKPILES.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 30 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the President shall submit to Congress an as-
sessment of the size and security of conven-
tional and non-conventional weapons stock-
piles in Syria.

(2) CONTENT.—The report required under
paragraph (1) shall include the following ele-
ments:

(A) A description of who has or may have
access to the stockpiles.

(B) A description of the sources and types
of weapons flowing from outside Syria to
both government and opposition forces.

(C) A detailed plan to prevent the pro-
liferation of conventional, biological, chem-
ical, and other types of weapons in Syria.

(c) REPORT ON CURRENT ACTIVITIES AND FU-
TURE PLANS TO PROVIDE ASSISTANCE TO
SYRIA’S POLITICAL OPPOSITION.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 30 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the President shall submit to Congress a re-
port on all the support provided to opposi-
tion political forces in Syria.

(2) CONTENT.—The report required under
paragraph (1) shall include the following ele-
ments:

(A) A full description of the current tech-
nical assistance democracy programs con-
ducted by the Department of State and
United States Agency for International De-
velopment to support the political opposi-
tion in Syria.

(B) A full summary of the communications
equipment that is currently being provided
to the political opposition in Syria, includ-
ing a description of the entities that have re-
ceived and that will continue to receive such
equipment.

(C) A description of any additional activi-
ties the United States plans to undertake in
support of the political opposition in Syria.
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(D) A description of the funding levels cur-
rently dedicated to support the political op-
position in Syria.

(d) ForM.—The reports required by this
section may be submitted in a classified
form, but shall include an unclassified sum-
mary.

The bill (S. 2224), as amended, was or-
dered to be engrossed for a third read-
ing, was read the third time, and
passed.

————

AUTHORIZING THE USE OF EMAN-
CIPATION HALL IN THE CAPITOL
VISITOR CENTER FOR AN EVENT
TO CELEBRATE THE BIRTHDAY
OF KING KAMEHAMEHA

AUTHORIZING THE USE OF THE
CAPITOL GROUNDS FOR THE
GREATER WASHINGTON SOAP
BOX DERBY

AUTHORIZING THE USE OF THE
CAPITOL GROUNDS FOR THE NA-
TIONAL PEACE OFFICERS’ ME-
MORIAL SERVICE

AUTHORIZING THE USE OF THE
CAPITOL GROUNDS FOR THE DIS-
TRICT OF COLUMBIA SPECIAL
OLYMPICS LAW ENFORCEMENT
TORCH RUN

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I now ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed en bloc to the consideration of
some concurrent resolutions: Resolu-
tions numbered H. Con. Res. 105, H.
Con. Res. 106, H. Con. Res. 117, and H.
Con. Res. 118.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the concurrent
resolutions en bloc.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the concurrent res-
olutions be agreed to, the motions to
reconsider be laid on the table en bloc,
with no intervening action or debate,
and any statements be printed in the
RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The concurrent resolutions (H. Con.
Res. 105, H. Con. Res. 106, H. Con. Res.
117, and H. Con. Res. 118) were agreed
to.

————

RESOLUTIONS SUBMITTED TODAY

Mr. REID. I now ask unanimous con-
sent the Senate proceed to the consid-
eration of S. Res. 450, S. Res. 451, and
S. Res. 452, which were submitted ear-
lier today.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolutions.

Mr. REID. I ask unanimous consent
the resolutions be agreed to, the pre-
ambles be agreed to, the motions to re-
consider be laid on the table for all
three of these, that there be no inter-
vening action or debate, and any state-
ments relating to any one of these
three matters be printed in the
RECORD.
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The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolutions were agreed to.

The preambles were agreed to.

The resolutions, with their pre-
ambles, read as follows:
S. RES. 450

(Designating May 15, 2012, as ‘‘National MPS
Awareness Day’’)

Whereas mucopolysaccharidosis (referred
to in this resolution as ‘“MPS’’) are a group
of genetically determined lysosomal storage
diseases that render the human body incapa-
ble of producing certain enzymes needed to
break down complex carbohydrates;

Whereas MPS diseases cause complex car-
bohydrates to be stored in almost every cell
in the body and progressively cause cellular
damage;

Whereas the cellular damage caused by
MPS—

(1) adversely affects the human body by
damaging the heart, respiratory system,
bones, internal organs, and central nervous
system; and

(2) often results in intellectual disabilities,
short stature, corneal damage, joint stiff-
ness, loss of mobility, speech and hearing im-
pairment, heart disease, hyperactivity,
chronic respiratory problems, and, most im-
portantly, a drastically shortened life span;

Whereas symptoms of MPS are usually not
apparent at birth;

Whereas, without treatment, the life ex-
pectancy of an individual afflicted with MPS
begins to decrease at a very early stage in
the life of the individual;

Whereas research has resulted in the devel-
opment of limited treatments for some MPS
diseases;

Whereas promising advancements in the
pursuit of treatments for additional MPS
diseases are underway as of the date of
agreement to this resolution;

Whereas, despite the creation of new rem-
edies, the blood-brain barrier continues to be
a significant impediment to effectively
treating the brain, which prevents the treat-
ment of many of the symptoms of MPS;

Whereas the quality of life of the individ-
uals afflicted with MPS, and the treatments
available to those individuals, will be en-
hanced through the development of early de-
tection techniques and early intervention;

Whereas treatments and research advance-
ments for MPS are limited by a lack of
awareness about MPS diseases;

Whereas the lack of awareness about MPS
diseases extends to individuals within the
medical community;

Whereas the cellular damage that is caused
by MPS makes MPS a model for the study of
many other degenerative genetic diseases;
and

Whereas the development of effective
therapies and a potential cure for MPS dis-
eases can be accomplished by increased
awareness, research, data collection, and in-
formation distribution: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates May 15, 2012, as ‘‘National
MPS Awareness Day’’; and

(2) supports the goals and ideals of ‘‘Na-
tional MPS Awareness Day’’.

S. RES. 451

(Recognizing the goals of National Travel
and Tourism Week and honoring the valu-
able contributions of travel and tourism to
the United States of America)

Whereas National Travel and Tourism
Week was established in 1983 when Congress
passed the Joint Resolution entitled ‘“‘Joint
Resolution to designate the week beginning
May 27, 1984, as ‘National Tourism Week’”,
approved November 29, 1983 (Public Law 98-
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