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their part to support our veterans and
their families.

——
TRIBUTE TO COACH FITZGERALD

Mr. DURBIN. I rise today to recog-
nize Northwestern University head
football coach Patrick Fitzgerald for
his leadership and service to the com-
munity. Patrick ‘Coach Fitz” Fitz-
gerald, a lifelong Illinoisan, has en-
joyed a long and distinguished rela-
tionship with Northwestern University.

He completed his undergraduate
studies and played football at North-
western, where he racked up several
worthy achievements. A two-time first-
team All-American, he won the
Nagurski and Bednarik Awards twice,
was named Big Ten Defensive Player of
the Year and Linebacker of the Year,
and received the George Ballentine,
Jr., Memorial Leadership Award.

As Northwestern University’s head
football coach, Pat Fitzgerald has
amassed an impressive record, leading
the Wildcats to four consecutive
postseason games and 5 consecutive
years of eligibility for postseason
games. And his leadership isn’t con-
fined to the football field. His commit-
ment to academic achievement among
Northwestern’s football scholar-ath-
letes has led to many being named Aca-
demic All-Big Ten students and the
school’s ranking among the Nation’s
leaders in annual graduation rates.

Coach Fitzgerald has been recognized
for his work ethic, integrity, and posi-
tive attitude. He was designated one of
college football’s top recruiters and
serves on the Ethics Committee of the
American Football Coaches Associa-
tion and USA Football’s Tackle Advi-
sory Committee.

Pat and his wife Stacy are active at
Northwestern University and in the
Chicago community, participating in
many charitable activities, toy collec-
tion drives, and school health and
wellness programs.

I congratulate Coach Pat Fitzgerald
on the many successes of the Wildcats’
football program and thank him for his
service to one of our finest schools and
the broader Chicago community.

———

TRIBUTE TO THE WHITAKER
FAMILY

Mr. MCcCONNELL. Mr. President,
today I wish to honor a family who has
chosen to live and work in the small
town of Cromona, KY, which they have
come to love over the years. The
Whitaker family has successfully
owned and operated Superior Printing
and Publishing Company, Inc. since
1958. Three generations of Whitakers
have been involved in the proceedings
of the company, with a fourth learning
the family trade as they grow.

Superior Printing was started as a
local printing operation by Charles and
Bobbie Whitaker. They began the busi-
ness in a remote part of Letcher Coun-
ty, KY, in a town called Cromona. The
small town now has a population of 665
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people, but the success of Superior
Printing has far surpassed the bound-
aries of little Cromona. The company
has become one of the most popular
printing firms in the tristate area, of-
fering business in Kentucky, Virginia,
and West Virginia.

You may be asking yourself, how
does a company in such a small town
become so successful? Charles’s son,
Mike Whitaker, president of Superior
Printing, thinks it is due to their cus-
tomer service. He has said that the
only difference between Superior and
the larger firms in metropolitan areas
is the family atmosphere that Superior
provides. Superior employees have love
and pride for their hometown and home
State, and they don’t try to hide it.

Superior provides services that pro-
mote the local economy and the enti-
ties within the local economy alike.
They offer professional color printing
that has been known to help all of the
local schools in the area with various
things like sports programs and bul-
letins. They also are a big distributor
of print for local fundraisers and fund-
raising groups. The Whitakers have
also recently just began printing hard-
back books—something that isn’t com-
mon in most local printing firms. Mike
believes that the new hardback binding
will help local authors be able to easily
print and publish their books. With
some of the amazing artistic talent I
have seen come out of the Bluegrass
State, I am anxious to see some of the
works by Kentucky’s own authors that
will come from this new way to print
and publish.

Not only does the Whitaker family
run a successful printing and pub-
lishing business, but they keep busy
with providing Letcher County with
the news in their own paper, the News-
Press. The Whitaker family is devoted
to keeping the locals of Letcher Coun-
ty informed about what is going on in
the county, State, and country, further
proving that the Whitakers are truly
focused on bettering themselves and
those around them.

Charles and his wife Bobbie are the
proud parents of Mike, who has two
sons, Paul and Nick. Paul is a U.S.
Army veteran who has completed two
tours of Active Duty in Iraq, while
Nick has just recently graduated from
Eastern Kentucky University. Both
Paul and Nick are planning on staying
in Letcher County so that they can be
close to their family and local commu-
nity.

Whether it be creating a business
that provides a convenient and profes-
sional service to the local community,
making a conscience effort to support
the local economy with their services,
informing the citizens of Letcher Coun-
ty on the news, or helping many undis-
covered Kentucky authors and artists
get the exposure they deserve, the
Whitaker family of Cromona, KY, have
made a contribution to their State
that will not go unnoticed. I am in-
spired to see an entire family give in so
many ways to their local community.
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Mr. President, I would like to ask at
this time for my colleagues in the Sen-
ate to join me in recognizing the
Whitaker family of Cromona, KY.
There was recently an article published
in Eastern Kentucky’s local periodical
magazine, the Sentinel-Echo: Silver
Edition, highlighting the hard work of
the Whitaker family. I ask unanimous
consent that said article be printed in
the RECORD.

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

[From the Sentinel-Echo: Silver Edition,
Nov. 2011]

SUPERIOR PRINTING: FAMILY PRIDE IN EACH
AND EVERY JOB

As you wind along State Route 805 in
northern Letcher County, you may not think
there’s much going on. But Cromona, Ken-
tucky (population 665), is home to one of the
finest print shops in the tri-state. Estab-
lished in 1958 by Charles and Bobbie
Whitaker, Superior Printing and Publishing
Company, Inc. is a thriving, family-owned
business with three generations of Whitakers
working and a fourth generation expected to
“watch and learn.”

Charles and Bobbie Whitaker’s older son,
Mike, is the president of the company and
currently sees to its day-to-day operations.
The company offers all the expected print
shop products and services like business
forms, letterheads and envelopes, but what is
surprising is that it also houses the region’s
only four-color, sheet-fed press capable of
printing up to a 19-by-26 sheet.

““The installation of the press in 2008 has
increased our production capabilities as well
as the quality of products that we can offer,”
said Mike Whitaker. ‘‘Local firms no longer
have to rely upon faraway print houses for
their color-printing needs. We’re very com-
petitive with the big, out-of-town firms so
we can save our customers time and money.
Most of our customers really appreciate the
convenience of having us close by, and they
understand how important it is to keep busi-
ness here at home when they can.”

Mike explained how their press and book-
let maker, which automatically collates,
folds, staples, and trims books and maga-
zines, has boosted the company’s production
of programs local schools use as fundraisers.
“Last fall we produced football programs for
16 different schools in Kentucky and Vir-
ginia. Our jobs range from full-color bro-
chures and rack cards for the tourism indus-
try to flyers, multi-page newsletters, maga-
zines and books. In fact, more than 500 busi-
nesses throughout the region have turned to
us for their printing needs.”’

Since the press purchase, the Whitakers
have added hardback book-binding capabili-
ties to the business. ‘“This is new to us, and
we are just getting started producing hard-
back books in small and large quantities,”
Mike said. He is especially proud of a leath-
er-bound project utilizing the new hardback
book-binding equipment. ‘“With the growing
number of local authors, we are excited to
offer both soft- and hardback book bindings
to our customers.”

In addition to commercial printing, the
Whitakers own and operate the News-Press,
a newspaper based in Letcher County. The
conservative-based newspaper has promoted
the coal industry, faith and family for over
50 years.

Offering quality products at competitive
prices is the mark of any successful business,
and Superior Printing is no exception. ‘‘Per-
haps the only difference between our firm
and one from a metropolitan area is the
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sense of family pride that goes into each and
every job,” Mike said. ‘“We may have to
work a little harder at getting our raw mate-
rials such as paper, plates, and ink, but we
make up for it with the satisfaction that we
are able to live and work in the place we
love, here in eastern Kentucky.”

Mike Whitaker’s sentiments are echoed by
his sons, Paul and Nick, who both work in
the business. Paul is a U.S. Army veteran
with two tours of duty in Iraq behind him
and is anxious to spend the remainder of his
adult life near his home. Nick is a recent
graduate of Eastern Kentucky University
who chose to stay in the area to be near fam-
ily as well. Both plan to raise their families
much the same way they were raised in
Letcher County.

If you have a print order for Superior
Printing, you may want to call it in or per-
haps email it. If you want to stop by the
printing company to place your order, call
ahead for directions. It is a little hard to
find.

———

TAIWAN’S PRESIDENTIAL
INAUGURATION

Mr. BEGICH. Mr. President, on the
occasion of his upcoming inauguration
for his second term in office, I am
pleased to commend Republic of China,
Taiwan, President Ma Ying-jeou. Presi-
dent Ma has shown himself to be a
dedicated public servant, continually
electing to serve his nation even
through difficult times.

During his first term, President Ma—
like many world leaders had to strug-
gle with the worldwide economic crisis.
His stewardship during this difficult
time helped Taiwan avoid some of the
worst disasters that other countries
have faced and also helped Taiwan re-
cover more quickly than many other
countries.

Taiwan has been a great economic
partner for Alaska in the past years
under President Ma’s leadership, and
we are fortunate to have such a rela-
tionship. Taiwan has remained in Alas-
ka’s top 20 export markets for the past
15 years. Alaska’s exports to the coun-
try have totaled more than $22 million
in sectors such as energy, forest prod-
ucts, machinery, and seafood products.
In addition, Taiwan is one of Alaska’s
three sister states or provinces, and it
is my hope that we will continue this
sister-state exchange for many years to
come.

We witnessed during President Ma’s
first years in office his diligence in
dealing with economic and inter-
national challenges, and the upcoming
4 years for President Ma will continue
to be challenging. I am confidant
President Ma will overcome difficulties
and serve his nation to the best of his
ability.

Once again, I offer my congratula-
tions to President Ma, and I wish him
all the success in his future endeavors,
and for the future of Taiwan.

——————

NATIONAL SCHOOL NURSE DAY

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, today
I wish to honor National School Nurse
Day. Today we recognize the contribu-
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tions that school nurses make every
day to improve the health and learning
outcomes of our Nation’s children, es-
pecially as our children face more chal-
lenging chronic health issues than ever
before. A top priority of this Nation
should be ensuring that our children
have a healthy and successful future.
School nurses make this vision a re-
ality each day. Quite simply, healthy
children learn better and are more
likely to become successful members of
society.

In New York there are about 3,700
school nurses who are serving our stu-
dents out of the more than 76,000 na-
tionwide. School nurses provide a non-
negotiable value to schools, families,
communities, and this Nation as a
whole. By keeping children healthy, in
school, and ready to learn, school
nurses save money and save lives.
Every teacher deserves to stay in the
classroom and focus on educational
outcomes, and every parent deserves to
be able to go to work and send his or
her child to school with a nurse who
will keep his or her child safe and
healthy. School nurses have the knowl-
edge, skills and judgment to manage
potentially emergent situations and
provide daily care for students with in-
creasing chronic health conditions,
ranging from asthma to childhood obe-
sity to Type-2 diabetes to severe food
allergies. Research shows that when a
full-time school nurse is present, stu-
dent attendance rates increase and hos-
pital utilization rates decrease. The
school nurse also plays a vital role in
promoting prevention and wellness,
from detecting outbreaks of commu-
nicable diseases, such as HINI1, and
taking action to prevent cases from de-
veloping to administering immuniza-
tions and ensuring students are compli-
ant with regulations. Every day, school
nurses are on the front lines, providing
access and delivering health care serv-
ices to our Nation’s children.

In 1897, after several outbreaks of in-
fectious diseases that affected the New
York City schoolchildren, the city’s de-
partment of health appointed the first
doctors to examine students for con-
tagious diseases. With the concerns
over uneducated and unhealthy youth
growing, Lina Rogers Struthers be-
came the Nation’s first school nurse.
The impact of nursing services proved
dramatic, and after only 1 month the
city voted to set aside money to em-
ploy trained nurses in its schools.

Today, the National Association of
School Nurses celebrates the special-
ized practice of school nursing, ac-
knowledging that school nurses ad-
vance the well-being, academic success
and life-long achievement and health
of students. The American Academy of
Pediatrics has also reaffirmed the cru-
cial role of school nurses ‘‘in the seam-
less provision of comprehensive health
services to children and youth.” ‘“‘The
Role of the School Nurse in Providing
School Health Services,” AAP, Pediat-
rics, Vol. 121, No. 5, May 1, 2008, pp.
1052-1056.
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National School Nurse Day high-
lights the need for a full-time nurse in
every school, every day—which is why
I have introduced a bill, the Student-
to-School Nurse Ratio Improvement
Act of 2012, S. 2047. This legislation
would help lower the ratios of students
to school nurses and evaluate the cor-
relation between access to professional
student health services and improved
educational outcomes. This Nation
must invest in programs and services
that seek to improve the health and
well-being outcomes of children, which
include supporting school nurses.

Mr. President, I urge my colleagues
to join me in recognizing today as Na-
tional School Nurse Day so we may
continue to honor school nurses and
the care they provide to students day
in and day out, paving the path for a
healthier and more successful future
for all of our Nation’s children.

———

COMMENDING OHIO HIGH SCHOOL
SENIORS

Mr. PORTMAN. Mr. President, today
I wish to honor 369 high school seniors
in eight northeast Ohio counties for
their commendable decision to enlist
in the U.S. Armed Forces. Of these 369
seniors from 128 high schools in 87
towns and cities, 83 will enter the
Army, 174 will enter the Marine Corps,
25 will enter the Navy, 30 will enter the
Air Force, 4 will enter the Coast Guard,
and 53 will enter our Ohio Army Na-
tional Guard. In the presence of their
parents/guardians, and high school
counselors, military leaders, city and
business leaders, all 369 will be recog-
nized on May 10, 2012 by ‘“‘Our Commu-
nity Salutes of Northeast Ohio.”

Later this month, these young men
and women will join many of their
classmates in celebration of their high
school graduation. At a time when
many of their peers are looking for-
ward to pursuing vocational training
or college degrees, or are uncertain
about their future, these young men
and women instead have chosen to
dedicate themselves to military service
in defense of our country.

Naturally, many may be anxious
about the uncertainties that may
await them as members of the Armed
Forces. But, they should rest assured
that the full support and resources of
this Chamber, and the American peo-
ple, are with them in whatever chal-
lenges may lie ahead.

It is thanks to the dedication of an
untold number of patriots like these
369 that we are able to meet here
today, in the U.S. Senate, and openly
debate the best solutions to the many
diverse problems that confront our
country. It is thanks to their sacrifices
that the United States of America re-
mains a beacon of hope and freedom in
a dangerous world. We are grateful to
them, their parents and their commu-
nities for instilling the character, val-
ues, discipline and mental and physical
abilities of these outstanding young
men and women.
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