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(3) officers and employees of the Postal 

Service may not participate as employees in 
the Federal Employees Health Benefits Pro-
gram. 

(e) GOVERNMENT PLAN.—The Postal Service 
Health Benefits Program shall be a govern-
ment plan as that term is defined under sec-
tion 3(32) of Employee Retirement Income 
Security Act of 1974 (29 U.S.C. 1002(32)). 

(f) REPORT.—Not later than June 30, 2013, 
the Postal Service shall submit a report to 
the Committee on Homeland Security and 
Governmental Affairs of the Senate and the 
Committee on Oversight and Government 
Reform of the House of Representatives 
that— 

(1) reports on the implementation of this 
section; and 

(2) requests any additional statutory au-
thority that the Postal Service determines is 
necessary to carry out the purposes of this 
section. 

(g) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in 
this section shall be construed as an endorse-
ment by Congress for withdrawing officers 
and employees of the Postal Service from 
the Federal Employee Health Benefits Pro-
gram. 

SA 2075. Mr. CARDIN submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill S. 1789, to improve, sus-
tain, and transform the United States 
Postal Service; which was ordered to 
lie on the table; as follows: 

At the end of the bill, add the following: 
SEC. 4ll. CHESAPEAKE AND OHIO CANAL NA-

TIONAL HISTORICAL PARK COMMIS-
SION. 

Section 6(g) of the Chesapeake and Ohio 
Canal Development Act (16 U.S.C. 410y–4(g)) 
is amended by striking ‘‘40’’ and inserting 
‘‘50’’. 

SA 2076. Mr. BINGAMAN submitted 
an amendment intended to be proposed 
by him to the bill S. 1789, to improve, 
sustain, and transform the United 
States Postal Service; which was or-
dered to lie on the table; as follows: 

On page 48, line 2, after ‘‘State.’’ insert the 
following: ‘‘An employee designated under 
this subsection to represent the needs of 
Postal Service customers in a State shall be 
located in that State.’’. 

f 

NOTICES OF HEARINGS 

COMMITTEE ON INDIAN AFFAIRS 

Mr. AKAKA. Mr. President, I would 
like to announce that the Committee 
on Indian Affairs will meet on April 19, 
2012, in room SD–628 of the Dirksen 
Senate Office Building, at 2:15 p.m., to 
conduct a hearing entitled ‘‘S. 1684, the 
Indian Tribal Energy Development and 
Self-Determination Act Amendments 
of 2011.’’ 

Those wishing additional information 
may contact the Indian Affairs Com-
mittee at (202) 224–2251. 

COMMITTEE ON HEALTH, EDUCATION, LABOR, 
AND PENSIONS 

Mr. HARKIN. Mr. President, I wish to 
announce that the Committee on 
Health, Education, Labor, and Pen-
sions will meet in executive session on 
Wednesday, April 25, 2012 at 10 a.m. in 
SD–106 to mark-up S. llll, the Food 
and Drug Administration Safety and 
Innovation Act; and, any nominations 
cleared for action. 

For further information regarding 
this meeting, please contact the com-
mittee at (202) 224–7675. 

f 

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO 
MEET 

COMMITTEE ON ENVIRONMENT AND PUBLIC 
WORKS 

Mr. MERKLEY. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Environment and Public 
Works be authorized to meet during 
the session of the Senate on April 18, 
2012, at 10 a.m. in Dirksen 406 to con-
duct a hearing entitled, ‘‘Oversight 
Hearing on the General Services Ad-
ministration (GSA).’’ 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS 
Mr. MERKLEY. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations be author-
ized to meet during the session of the 
Senate on April 18, 2012, at 10 a.m., to 
hold a briefing entitled ‘‘Intelligence 
Update on Iran and Syria.’’ 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS 
Mr. MERKLEY. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations be author-
ized to meet during the session of the 
Senate on April 18, 2012, at 2:15 p.m., to 
hold an African Affairs subcommittee 
hearing entitled ‘‘Examining the U.S. 
Policy Response to Entrenched African 
Leadership.’’ 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON HEALTH, EDUCATION, LABOR, 
AND PENSIONS 

Mr. MERKLEY. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor, 
and Pensions be authorized to meet 
during the session of the Senate, to 
conduct a hearing entitled ‘‘Effective 
Strategies for Accelerated Learning’’ 
on April 18, 2012, at 10 a.m., in room 430 
of the Dirksen Senate Office Building. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY 
Mr. MERKLEY. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary be authorized 
to meet during the session of the Sen-
ate on April 18, 2012, at 10 a.m., in room 
SD–226 of the Dirksen Senate Office 
Building, to conduct a hearing entitled 
‘‘Nominations to the Privacy and Civil 
Liberties Oversight Board.’’ 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON SMALL BUSINESS AND 
ENTREPRENEURSHIP 

Mr. MERKLEY. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Small Business and Entre-
preneurship be authorized to meet dur-
ing the session of the Senate on April 
18, 2012, at 10 a.m., in room 432 of the 
Russell Senate Office building to con-
duct a roundtable entitled ‘‘Perspec-

tives from the Entrepreneurial Eco-
system: Creating Jobs and Growing 
Businesses through Entrepreneurship.’’ 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

SELECT COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE 
Mr. MERKLEY. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Select 
Committee on Intelligence be author-
ized to meet during the session of the 
Senate on April 18, 2012, at 2:30 p.m. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

SUBCOMMITTEE ON INTERNATIONAL TRADE, 
CUSTOMS AND GLOBAL COMPETITIVENESS 

Mr. MERKLEY. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Sub-
committee on International Trade, 
Customs, and Global Competitiveness 
of the Committee on Finance be au-
thorized to meet during the session of 
the Senate on April 18, 2012, at 2 p.m., 
in room 215 of the Dirksen Senate Of-
fice Building, to conduct a hearing en-
titled ‘‘The Asia Pacific: Trade Oppor-
tunities for Agriculture and Food Pro-
ducers from the Great Plains to the Pa-
cific Northwest.’’ 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

SUBCOMMITTEE ON READINESS AND 
MANAGEMENT SUPPORT 

Mr. MERKLEY. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Sub-
committee on Readiness and Manage-
ment Support of the Committee on 
Armed Services be authorized to meet 
during the session of the Senate on 
April 18, 2012, at 2:30 p.m. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

SUBCOMMITTEE ON STRATEGIC FORCES 
Mr. MERKLEY. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Sub-
committee on Strategic Forces of the 
Committee on Armed Services be au-
thorized to meet during the session of 
the Senate on April 18, 2012, at 2:30 p.m. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 
SUBCOMMITTEE ON SURFACE TRANSPORTATION 

AND MERCHANT MARINE INFRASTRUCTURE, 
SAFETY, AND SECURITY 
Mr. MERKLEY. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Sub-
committee on Surface Transportation 
and Merchant Marine Infrastructure, 
Safety, and Security of the Committee 
on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation be authorized to meet during 
the session of the Senate on April 18, 
2012, at 10 a.m. in room 253 of the Rus-
sell Senate Office Building. 

The Committee will hold a hearing 
entitled, ‘‘Protecting Commuters: En-
suring Accountability and Oversight in 
Tolling.’’ 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON AGING 
Mr. MERKLEY. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Special 
Committee on Aging be authorized to 
meet during the session of the Senate 
on April 18, 2012, at 2 p.m. in room 216 
of the Hart Senate Office Building to 
conduct a hearing entitled: ‘‘The Fu-
ture of Long-Term Care: Saving Money 
by Service Seniors.’’ 
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The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 

objection, it is so ordered. 
f 

PRIVILEGES OF THE FLOOR 

Mr. MERKLEY. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that my intern, 
Sarah Smurthwaite, have floor privi-
leges for the remainder of today’s ses-
sion. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. HARKIN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that Mehreen 
Rasheed and Shelbey Keegan of my 
staff be granted floor privileges for the 
duration of today’s session. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

COMMENDING THE ACHIEVEMENTS 
OF THE ALLIANCE TO SAVE EN-
ERGY 

Mr. REID. Madam President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Judiciary 
Committee be discharged from further 
consideration of S. Res. 406 and the 
Senate proceed to its consideration. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The clerk will report the resolution 
by title. 

The assistant legislative clerk read 
as follows: 

A resolution (S. Res. 406) commending the 
achievements and recognizing the impor-
tance of the Alliance to Save Energy on the 
35th anniversary of the incorporation of the 
Alliance. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mr. REID. Madam President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the resolution 
be agreed to, the preamble be agreed 
to, the motions to reconsider be laid 
upon the table, with no intervening ac-
tion or debate, and that any related 
statements be printed in the RECORD. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The resolution (S. Res. 406) was 
agreed to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
The resolution, with its preamble, 

reads as follows: 
S. RES. 406 

Whereas March 18, 2012, marks the first day 
of a year-long celebration of the 35th anni-
versary of the Alliance to Save Energy, 
which was incorporated as a nonprofit orga-
nization in accordance with section 501(c)(3) 
of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 on 
March 18, 1977; 

Whereas the Alliance to Save Energy was 
founded by Senators Charles H. Percy and 
Hubert H. Humphrey; 

Whereas the Alliance to Save Energy is a 
unique national, nonprofit, bipartisan pub-
lic-policy organization that works with 
prominent leaders in the fields of business, 
government, education, the environment, 
and consumer affairs to promote the effi-
cient and clean use of energy throughout the 
world to benefit the economy, environment, 
and security of the United States; 

Whereas the Alliance to Save Energy oper-
ates programs and collaborative projects 
throughout the United States, and has 
worked in the international community for 

more than a decade in more than 30 devel-
oping and transitional countries; 

Whereas the Alliance to Save Energy 
leverages international relationships with 
government and industry leaders to promote 
energy efficiency throughout the world and 
has worked to launch affiliate organizations 
such as the European Alliance to Save En-
ergy and the Australian Alliance to Save En-
ergy; 

Whereas the Alliance to Save Energy has 
shown that energy efficiency and conserva-
tion measures taken by the United States 
during the past 35 years have caused annual 
energy consumption in the United States to 
decrease by more than 52 quads; 

Whereas the Alliance to Save Energy is 
recognized across the United States as an au-
thority on energy efficiency, and regularly 
provides testimony and resources to the Fed-
eral Government, State governments, and 
members of the business and media commu-
nities; 

Whereas the Alliance to Save Energy con-
tributes to a variety of educational and out-
reach initiatives, including— 

(1) the award-winning Green Schools and 
Green Campus programs; 

(2) award-winning public service announce-
ments; and 

(3) a variety of targeted energy-efficiency 
campaigns; and 

Whereas the Alliance to Save Energy col-
laborates with other prominent organiza-
tions to form partnerships and create groups 
that advance the cause of energy efficiency, 
including— 

(1) the Building Codes Assistance Project 
(commonly known as ‘‘BCAP’’); 

(2) the Southeast Energy Efficiency Alli-
ance (commonly known as ‘‘SEEA’’); 

(3) the Clean and Efficient Energy Program 
(commonly known as ‘‘CEEP’’); 

(4) the Efficient Windows Collaborative; 
and 

(5) the Appliance Standards Awareness 
Project (commonly known as ‘‘ASAP’’): Now, 
therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) congratulates the Alliance to Save En-

ergy on the 35th anniversary of the incorpo-
ration of the Alliance; and 

(2) recognizes the important contributions 
that the Alliance to Save Energy has made 
to further the cause of energy efficiency. 

f 

NATIONAL ADOPT A LIBRARY DAY 
Mr. REID. Madam President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Senate 
proceed to the consideration of S. Res. 
425, submitted earlier today. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the resolution by 
title. 

The assistant legislative clerk read 
as follows: 

A resolution (S. Res. 425) designating April 
23, 2012, as ‘‘National Adopt a Library Day.’’ 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mr. REID. Madam President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the resolution 
be agreed to, the preamble be agreed 
to, the motions to reconsider be laid 
upon the table, and that any state-
ments relating to the measure be print-
ed in the RECORD. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The resolution (S. Res. 425) was 
agreed to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
The resolution, with its preamble, 

reads as follows: 

S. RES. 425 
Whereas libraries are an essential part of 

the communities and the national system of 
education in the United States; 

Whereas the people of the United States 
benefit significantly from libraries that 
serve as an open place for people of all ages 
and backgrounds to use books and other re-
sources that offer pathways to learning, self- 
discovery, and the pursuit of knowledge; 

Whereas libraries in the United States de-
pend on the generous donations and support 
of individuals and groups to ensure that peo-
ple who are unable to purchase books still 
have access to a wide variety of resources; 

Whereas certain nonprofit organizations 
facilitate the donation of books to schools 
and libraries across the United States to ex-
tend the joy of reading to millions of people 
of the United States and to prevent used 
books from being thrown away; 

Whereas libraries in the United States 
have provided valuable resources to individ-
uals who are affected by the economic crisis 
by encouraging continued education and job 
training; 

Whereas libraries are increasingly being 
used as a resource for those seeking the tools 
and information to enter or reenter the 
workforce; and 

Whereas several States that recognize the 
importance of libraries and reading have 
adopted resolutions commemorating April 23 
as ‘‘Adopt a Library Day’’: Now, therefore, 
be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) designates April 23, 2012, as ‘‘National 

Adopt a Library Day’’; 
(2) honors the organizations that facilitate 

donations to schools and libraries; 
(3) urges all people of the United States 

who own unused books to donate the books 
to local libraries; 

(4) strongly supports children and families 
who take advantage of the resources pro-
vided by schools and libraries; and 

(5) encourages the people of the United 
States to observe ‘‘National Adopt A Library 
Day’’ with appropriate ceremonies and ac-
tivities. 

f 

CONGRATULATING THE LADY 
BEARS OF BAYLOR UNIVERSITY 
Mr. REID. Madam President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Senate 
proceed to the consideration of S. Res. 
426. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the resolution by 
title. 

The assistant legislative clerk read 
as follows: 

A resolution (S. Res. 426) congratulating 
the Lady Bears of Baylor University on win-
ning the 2012 National Collegiate Athletic 
Association Division I Women’s Basketball 
Championship. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mr. REID. Madam President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the resolution 
be agreed to, the preamble be agreed 
to, and the motions to reconsider be 
laid upon the table. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The resolution (S. Res. 426) was 
agreed to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
The resolution, with its preamble, 

reads as follows: 
S. RES. 426 

Whereas the Baylor University women’s 
basketball team, the Lady Bears, won its 
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